
 

BACHELOR, Carl E. Bachelor  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 8 December 2016)    

Carl E. "Rick" Bachelor, age 71, of Celina, died on Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2016, at the Hospice Care Center in Greenville. He was b orn 

on July 24, 1945, in Dayton to the late William C. and Bengaline (Leever) Bachelor. On Aug. 6, 1983, he married Jeanette Post, 

who lives at their home in Celina. Also surviving are his three children Jason Dorsten of Celina; Erin (Chad) Luebke of Las V egas 

and Evin Bachelor of  Celina; one granddaughter; a brother; a sister; and a mother - in- law. He was preceded in death by his first 

wife, Sherrill A. Williams; his fathers - in- law; and by a mother - in- law. A celebration of life will be Dec. 12 at St. Paul's (Grand 

Lake) United Meth odist Church in Celina. Private burial will be held at Arlington Cemetery in Brookville. Lehman -Dzendzel 

Funeral Home in Celina handled the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to the Cancer Association of Mercer 

County, P.O. Box 624, Celina, OH, 45822, or to the Grand Lake United Methodist Church, 119 E. Fulton St., Celina, OH, 45822.  

 

BADER, Dorothy J. Bader  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð September 19, 2011 ) 

Dorothy J. Bader, age 81, of Rockford, died Saturday, Sept. 17 , 2011, at the Gardens in Celina. She was born on Jan. 9, 1930, in 

Mercer County, to Edwin and Frona Bollenbacher, and they preceded her in death. On Feb. 28, 1953, she married Robert E. 

Bader, and he preceded her in death on April 18, 2005. She is survive d by 2 sons, Art Bader of Rockford and Jim (Lori) Bader 

of Celina; 1 sister; 2 grandchildren; and 2 great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by a brother; and a sister. Funeral 

services will be Wednesday at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Liberty Townshi p. Burial will be held in the church cemetery. Cisco 

Funeral Home in Celina is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to the State of the Heart Home 

Health and Hospice or to the church.  

 

BADERTSCHER, Eddie R. Badertscher  

(Abstracted  from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Eddie R. Badertscher, 64, of 08807 Ohio 219 in Celina, OH died Saturday October 9, 2010 from injuries sustained in an 

accident inv olving his farm tractor in rural Auglaize Co. He was born March 2, 1946 in Mercer Co., OH to Don A. and Imogene L. 

(McKee) Badertscher. Survivors include 1 sister, Donnagene (James) Quivey of Charleston, IL; several nieces and nephews and 

numerous cousins, including John (Sue) Duncan of St. Marys, OH. He was a 1964 graduate of Memorial High School in St. Marys. 

He was a life - long farmer. He was a member of the Wayne Street United Methodist Church in St. Marys. Funeral Rites are 

scheduled 10:30 a.m. Friday O ctober 15, 2010 at Miller -  Long & Folk Funeral Home 314 W. High Street in St. Marys. Burial will 

follow at the Elm Grove Cemetery, in St. Marys.  

 

BADER, William Bader  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 30 June 2014)  

William "Bill" Bader, age 81, of Rockford, passed away Thursday, June 26, 2014, at the Laurels of Shane Hill. Bill was born o n 

Dec. 19, 1932, to Edward and Florence (Martz) Bader in Liberty Township. Bill married Edith Bricher on Dec. 1, 1956, and she 

survives. He has been a lifelong resident of the Rockford area. He graduated from Rockford High School and started working at  

Goodyear Tire and Rubber in St. Marys. He was draft ed into the U.S. Army. After his discharge, he returned to Goodyear and 

was able to work there for 44 years until his retirement in 1995. Bill was a member of the St. Paul Lutheran Church in Libert y 

Township, where he was a member of the dartball team for many years. He could be found at one of many baseball and softball 

fields in the area. He was not only an avid fan, but coached many young people in the fine art of baseball during their farm and 

little league careers. Bill loved to play as well as coach, participating in slow -pitch softball in the Celina and Willshire areas. He 

was a member of Rockford American Legion Post 508 and St. Marys Eagles 767. Besides his wife, Edie, surviving are three sons 

and one daughter, Stan (Sue) Bader of Van Wert, Doug (Ca rolyn) Bader of St. Marys, Greg Bader of Rockford and Lori (Jeff) 

Helm of Ohio City. One son, Danny, is deceased. Also surviving is one sister, Carol (Orville) Eischen of Celina. Sisters Wand a 

Deitsch and Mary Bader and brothers Robert and Larry Bader prec eded Bill in death. Bill was the loving grandfather of five 

grandchildren, Damian Helm, Haley Helm, Evan Bader, Lauren Coffey and Morgan Coffey. Funeral services were today at St. Paul 

Lutheran Church in Liberty Township. Burial took place in the church's cemetery. Ketcham -Ripley Funeral Home in Rockford 

handled the arrangements. Memorials may be directed to St. Paul Lutheran Church or to the Rockford Recreation Association.  

 

BADERTSCHER, Robert J. Badertscher  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys,  Ohio ð January 13, 2012 )   

Robert J. Badertscher, age 60, of Wapakoneta, died Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2012, at the Wapakoneta Manor. He was born on Dec. 

29, 1951, in Bluffton, the son of Loraine and Ruth (Drury) Badertscher, and they preceded him in death.  He is survived by his 

long time companion, Betty J. Hertenstein; 3 sons, Brian Badertscher, George (Doris) Badertscher and Shawn (Erica) Metzger, 

all of Wapakoneta; 1 stepson, Jason Hertenstein of Wapakoneta; 7 grandchildren; 1 great -grandchild; 1 sister;  and 2 



stepbrothers. He was preceded in death by a stepbrother. Funeral services will be Monday at the Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, 

State Route 501. Burial will follow in the Truro Cemetery in Columbus Grove. Memorials may be directed to the family.  

 

BAER, Douglas Allen Baer  

(Abstracted from information from the Ross County, Ohio Genealogical Society)  

CHILLICOTHE: Douglas Allen Baer, age 61, of Chillicothe, passed away on Friday, January 15, 2016, at his residence after a lo ng 

illness. He was born January 5 , 1955 in Chillicothe to the later Chester A. and Betty Conley Baer. He was preceded in death by 

his parents; two brothers, James G. Adams and Claude G. Baer; and a sister, Jenny E. Davis. He is survived by two brothers, 

Chester A (Marta) Baer and John D. (Joyce) Baer; two sisters Rebecca K. (Bruce) O'Neal and Grace E. Baer; a brother - in- law, 

Jim Davis; and several nieces; nephews and cousins. Douglas was a graduate of Zane Trace High School and the Ohio State 

University. Funeral services will be Tuesday at  the Haller Funeral Home & Crematory. Private graveside services will be held in 

Grandview Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to the Haller Funeral Home, 1661 Western Ave., Chillicothe, OH 

45601, to help with final expenses.  

 

BAGGS, Mary B. Bagg s 

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 12 July 2008)    

Mary B. Baggs, age 90, 1301 Meyers Road, Celina, died Friday, July 11, 2008, in The Gardens of Celina, of natural causes. She  

was born March 20, 1918, in Celina, a daughter of Abner Davis and Beulah Desch and they preceded her in death. On May 27, 

1943, she married William Baggs and he preceded her in death June 6, 2003. She is survived by a son, Tom Baggs of Florida; 

three daughters, Peggy Sheaks of St. Marys, Nancy (Robert) May of C elina and Susie (Mark) Stoner of Greenville; three 

grandchildren; and three great -grandchildren. She was also preceded in death by a son, John Baggs; a son -in- law; a sister; and a 

brother. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Tuesday, at Immaculate Conceptio n Church in Celina. Burial will be at a later date. 

Cisco Funeral Home in Celina is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed to the Immaculate 

Conception Church Endowment Fund. 

 

BAILEY, Donna Marie Bailey  

(Abstracted from informati on from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Donna Marie Bailey, age 59, of Celina, passed away Monday, September 30, 2013 at her residence. She was born December 31, 

1953 in Caribou, ME, the daughter of the late Delmer  Tracy and Beatrice Hardgrove Nadeau. She married Charles Bailey on July 

26, 1996 and he survives in Celina, along with her 4 daughters: Pauletta Bricker of Minster, Mary Ann (Danny) Maggiore of 

North Branford, CT, Nicole Ferraiolo of Ft. Wayne, IN and Dan ielle Sanning of Austin, MN and 12 grandchildren. Also surviving 

are her brothers and sisters: Delmer (Pat) Tracy of Fayetteville, NC, Dave (Jane) Tracy of Branford, CT, Paul Tracy of Florid a, 

Elizabeth (Ken) Laux of Bryant, IN and Randy (Denise) Tracy of Gaskill, PA. She was preceded in death by a sister, Josephine 

Beisler, of Connecticut. Donna had worked as a supervisor for a cleaning company and held various jobs as a factory worker in  

the area. Services will be held at the W.H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Fu neral Home on Monday. Burial will follow at Mercer Memory 

Gardens, Celina. Memorial Contributions may be made to Grand Lake Hospice, 1122 E. Spring St., St. Marys, OH 45885.  

 

BAILEY, Helene Bailey  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 29 August 2012)  

Helene Bailey, age 85, formerly of Jay Street, St. Marys, died Tuesday, Aug. 28, 2012, at the Elmwood Assisted Living facilit y 

in New Bremen, following a short illness. She was born on July 23, 1927, in Paris, France, to Augustine and Joseph Stenc, and 

they preceded her in death. She is survived by a son, Gene Barker and a granddaughter. She was preceded in death by her first  

and second husbands, Eugene C. Barker in 1993 and Steve Bailey in 2008. Graveside services will be Friday at Elm Grove 

Cemetery. She will be buried at the Elm Grove Cemetery in St. Marys next to Steve Bailey. The family requests donations may 

be made to Grand Lake Hospice, 1122 E. Spring St. in St. Marys, Ohio, 45885. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster, is entrusted 

with the arrangements.  

 

BAILEY, Nancy L. Bailey  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð July 5, 2012 )   

Nancy L. Bailey, age 72, of Wapakoneta, died Wednesday, July 4, 2012, at Wapakoneta Manor, where she had resided for six 

years. She was born on Se pt. 27, 1939, in Wapakoneta, the daughter of Harold J. and Ruth E. McClintock Seitz, and they 

preceded her in death. On July 21, 1962, she married Marion F. Bailey, and he preceded her in death on April 19, 2004. She is  

survived by a son, John F. Bailey of  Wapakoneta; a grandson, Gavin Michael Bailey of Wapakoneta. She was a 1956 graduate of 

Blume High School in Wapakoneta and a graduate of Bowling Green State University, majoring in education. She earned her 

masterõs degree from Wright State University. She taught second grade for 32 years at West School in St. Marys, and after 

retirement, she taught GED classes for six years at the Auglaize County Library. She was a lifelong member of First United 

Methodist Church and its adult choir and the Wapakoneta Wom enõs Club. She loved music, reading and playing the piano. She 



was a member of the BGSU Alumni and Northwest Ohio Tractor Pullers. She and Marion traveled to Hawaii yearly. Funeral 

services will be Monday in the Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, Ohio 501, Wapak oneta. Burial will follow in Greenlawn Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions may be made to First United Methodist Church, to the Auglaize County Public Library or to the 

Wapakoneta School Band. 

 

BAILEY, Robert J. Bailey  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 24 April 2009)    

Robert J. Bailey, age 64, Bellefontaine, died Wednesday, April 22, 2009, at the Golden Living Center -Valley in St. Marys. He was 

born Aug. 3, 1944, in Sidney, a son of Merle E. and Be tty E. (King) Bailey, and they both preceded him in death. He is survived by 

a brother, Donald (Ann) Bailey of Jackson Center; two nephews, Greg (Deloris) Bailey of St. Marys, Mitch (Dawn) Bailey of 

Jackson Center; an aunt, Jann Oglesbee of Mount Victory; five great nieces and nephews; and a great -great niece. He retired as 

a lab director at Mary Rutan Hospital in Bellefontaine after 35 years of service. He was an Army veteran having served during  

the Vietnam War. He was a member of the Bellefontaine Elks L odge 132. He was a 1965 graduate of Elkhart University with an 

associateõs degree and a 1994 graduate of Century University with a Bachelorõs Degree. He served on the advisory board at 

Clark State University. Funeral services will be Tuesday, at Sanford Fu neral Home in Jackson Center. Interment will be held at 

Greenwood-Union Cemetery in DeGraff. Memorial contributions may be directed to Grand Lake Hospice.  

 

BAILEY, Teresa Evans Bailey  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funera l Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Teresa "Mona" Evans Bailey, age 43, of Montezuma, passed away at her sister's residence in New Weston on Tuesday, July 9, 

2013. Born October 15, 1969 in Bluffton, IN, she was the daughter of the late Jack and Macie (Varn ey) Evans. Mona was 

married to Brock Bailey on December 1, 2004, and he survives. Also surviving are a daughter, Betsy Evans of New Weston, a 

brother, Jack (Diane) Evans of Celina and 3 sisters: Johnna (Edwin) Garland of New Weston, Cindy (Steve) Harner of  Rockford, 

and Jodie Lawson of Vandalia; and 2 step -brothers, David and Vince Ireland. Mona was a "Super Aunt" to several nieces and 

nephews. Preceding her in death were her parents and mother - in-Law, Deb Brown. A homemaker, Mona loved kids and often 

babysat. She enjoyed all types of music. Mona loved cats, particularly "Adam" and her sister's dog, "Meka". While residing in 

Montezuma, Mona attended the Montezuma United Methodist Church. Friends may call at the Ft. Recovery Church of the 

Nazarene on Friday, July 12th. Services will be at the church, with burial following at Spring Hill Cemetery, Ft. Recovery. In 

memory of Mona, contributions may be made to the Ft. Recovery Nazarene Youth Group.  

 

BAIRD, Elbert L. Baird  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home  and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Elbert L. Baird, of 11309 Bobwhite Lane In St. Marys, OH died Wednesday November 16, 2011 at St. Ritaõs Medical Center in 

Lima, OH. He was born January 25, 192 3 in Old Washington, OH to Charles M and Vera A. (Boyd) Baird. He is survived by 2 

step -sons, James J. Hammann of Iowa Falls, IA; Joseph P. Hammann  of Tipp City, OH; 2 nephews, Charles (JoAnn) Baird; Mervin 

(Barbara) Baird  both of Old Washington, OH; numer ous great -nephews and great -nieces.  He was preceded in death by his 

parents Charles & Vera Baird; wife, Dorcas (Woolley) Baird; wife, Marjorie (Potter) Hammann -Baird; brother and sister - in-law, 

Wayne & Elizabeth Baird. He was a 1941 graduate of Old Washin gton High School.   He was a veteran of the US Army.   He spent 

his entire career working in the lumber industry; first with a lumber yard in Quaker City, OH from  1948-1952; then Hoge 

Lumber in New Knoxville, OH from 1952 -1964; and finally, Anna Lumber Co. i n Anna, OH, where he retired as manager. He was a 

member of New Knoxville United Methodist Church. He served as a scout master for Boy Scouts of America for many years. He 

was a very active resident/ volunteer at Otterbein ð St. Marys. A master woodworker,  he was instrumental in the completion of 

numerous projects at the campus. He was also proud to have restored a 1963 Pontiac Catalina. Funeral rites are scheduled 

Monday November 21, 2011 at Meyer Community Chapel of Otterbein ð St. Marys. Burial will foll ow at the Arcadia Cemetery in 

Arcadia, OH. Memorial contributions may be directed to Otterbein benevolent fund. Arrangements are entrusted to Miller 

Funeral Home in St. Marys, OH. The family would like to express their sincere gratitude to the professional  staff at Otterbein -

SM, JTDM Hospital, St. Ritaõs Medical Center and St. Ritaõs Hospice for the wonderful care given to Elbert during his illness. 

 

BAIRD, Marjorie P. Baird  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Marjorie P. Baird, 92, 11302 Bobwhite Lane, St. Marys died Tuesday, March 24, 2009 at the Otterbein - St. Marys Retirement 

Center after a brief illness. Marge was born December 29, 1916 in Sidney, OH at  the family residence, the daughter of Tully 

and Anna (Pfefferle) Potter. She was first married to long time Sidney teacher, E. J. Hammann and he preceded her in death in  

1961. On June 15, 1974 she married Elbert Baird at the First Methodist Church in Sidn ey and he survives at the residence. She 

is survived by two sons: James J. Hammann, New Orleans, LA and Joseph P. Hammann, Tipp City, OH. She is also survived by her 



brother Thomas (Ann) Potter, Whispering Pines, NC. She was preceded in death by her parent s, her first husband, her sisters: 

Helen Lees and Frances Dilbone Anderson and her brothers: Donald, Robert and Paul Potter. She was a 1933 graduate of Sidney 

High School. During her professional career she was the administrative assistant in the law offic e of Urban Dooley; the court 

reporter for Shelby County; the administrative assistant at Parkwood Junior High (Northwood) and at the Stolle Corp. from 

which she retired in 1978. She was a long standing member of the First Methodist Church where she served on the Official 

Board and currently is a member ofthe Methodist Church in New Knoxville, OH. Marge was a member and past president of the 

Sidney Altrusa Club; a founding member of the Sidney Theater Guild and an avid reader. She was a confident crossword p uzzle 

solver who worked in ink. She loved her family and was a loyal friend to many who knew her warmth and nurturing kindness. 

Memorial services will be held on Saturday, April 25, 2009 in the Meyer Chapel of the Otterbein St. Marys Retirement Center. 

Burial will follow at a later date in the Graceland Cemetery of Sidney. Memorials may be directed to the Otterbein Retirement 

Community where the Baird's have resided for 15 years.  

 

BAKER, Amy L. Sheets Baker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Oh io ð 20 February 2016)    

Amy L. (Sheets) Baker, age 74, of 306 Kuck St., New Knoxville, and formerly of Elgin, died Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2016, in the 

emergency department of Joint Township District Memorial Hospital in St. Marys, from injuries sustained in  a fire at her home 

in New Knoxville. She was born on Feb. 17, 1942, in Mendon, the daughter of David and Bernice (Kendall) Sheets. She is surviv ed 

by her daughters: LuAnn (Mark) Schwartz of Spencerville; Christine (Keith John) Carder of Elgin, and Brenda Diehl of 

Spencerville; by her grandchildren: Emily (Brian) Burns; Seth Schwartz; Travis Gamble; Krystal Gamble; Karrissa Carder; Tara 

Baker; Brayde Diehl, and by two step -grandchildren Jay Schwartz and Jason Schwartz. She is also survived by her great -

grandchildren: Dade Burns; Laken Gamble; Bentley Wanamaker; Braysen Arthur and Krue Arthur. She is also survived by her 

former husband Stanley Baker and by a sister, Janie Kahler. Amy was a graduate of Mendon High School. She retired from the 

United States Pos tal Service, having served as post master of Elgin. She was also the former mayor of Elgin. She liked nice 

things and loved going shopping. She enjoyed caring for her many pets over the years. Funeral rites will be Wednesday at the 

Miller -Long and Folk Funeral Home, 314 W. High St., St. Marys. Burial will follow at Mendon Cemetery. Memorial gifts may be 

given to the Auglaize County Humane Society.  

 

BAKER, Ann E. Koenig Baker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 17 August 2017)         

Ann E. (Koenig) Baker, age 76, of Minster, passed away Tuesday, Aug. 15, 2017, at the State of the Heart Hospice Care Center 

in Greenville. A Mass of Christian burial will be Monday at the St. Mary Catholic Church in Piqua. Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home, 

225 W. Monroe St., New Bremen is entrusted with the arrangements.      

 

BAKER, Crystal Huston Baker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 10 April 2014)  

Crystal Huston Baker, age 37, of Greenville, died Monday, April 7, 2014, at Hospice Care  Center in Greenville of natural causes. 

She was born on Aug. 10, 1976, in Lima, to parents Ermon "Sam" and Linda Lou (Poor) Huston of Celina. She is survived by two 

sons, Justin Huston of Greenville and Zachary Lape of Ohio City, a daughter, Kayle Huston of Greenville, two brothers, two 

sisters, her grandmother, stepparents Cynthia Huston and Gary Steinbrunner of Celina and several aunts, uncles, nieces and 

nephews. She was preceded in death by two daughters, Linda Lou Browder and Cynthia Mary Sue Browder.  Services will be 

Saturday at Erastus United Methodist Church in Celina. Memorial contributions may be made to the family. Arrangements have 

been entrusted to Cisco Funeral Home in Celina.  

 

BAKER, Debbie Sue Baker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. M arys, Ohio ð September 2, 2011 ) 

Debbie Sue Baker, age 54, of Wapakoneta, died Wednesday, Aug. 31, 2011, at St. Ritaõs Medical Center in Lima. She was born on 

March 5, 1957, in Lima, the daughter of Roger and Carol (Verhoff) Baker. Her mother survives in Wapakoneta, and her father 

preceded her in death. She is also survived by three sons, Ray (Christina) Fowler of Findlay, Nathan (Misty) Fowler of 

Winchester, IN, and Anthony DuLaney of Sidney; 4 grandchildren, Kayla, Emily, Kya and Cayden Fowler; and 3 sib lings, Linda 

Steinke, Peggy (Scot) Gilbert and Dan (Beverly) Baker, all of Wapakoneta. She was preceded in death by a granddaughter, 

Summer Fowler. Debbie had worked at Wapakoneta Products. She was a member of Only Believe Ministries in Botkins. Her life 

r evolved around her family, especially her sons and grandchildren. Services will be Saturday at the Bayliff and Eley Funeral 

Home, State Route 501, Wapakoneta. Burial will be at a later date in the St. Joseph Cemetery in Wapakoneta. Memorial 

contributions m ay be directed to the family.  

 

BAKER, Helen Schoen Baker  



(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 22 November 2015)    

Helen Schoen Baker, 78, of 222 East Warren Street, Celina, Ohio, died Sunday, November 22, 2015, at the home of her son 

Ryan Baker, in Celina. She was born September 9, 1937, in Coldwater, Ohio, the daughter of Roman and Cecelia (Ainsworth) 

Schoen. She married Wilbert Schulze in June, 1959, and he preceded her in death on September 29, 1996. She later married 

Charles Baker and he preceded her in death. She is survived by her children: Patricia Sutton of Dayton, OH; Carol (Dan) 

Niekamp of New West on, OH; Theresa (Steve) Grilliot of Versailles, OH; Diane (Bryan) Martin of Colorado Springs, CO; 

Kathleen Hofmeister of Reynoldsburg, OH; Ryan (Ashley) Baker of Celina; 22 grandchildren and 8 great -grandchildren. She was 

preceded in death by her parents; both husbands; a son, Robert Schulze; a sister, Mary Lou Spornhauer; and two grandchildren, 

Roman and Caleb Hofmeister. Helen was a 1955 graduate of St. Henry High School. She was a retired school bus driver for the 

St. Henry School District and had worked  as cook for many years at Carter Villa in Celina. She was a member of Immaculate 

Conception Catholic Church in Celina.   Taking care of her family was the most important thing in the world to Helen. Mass of 

Christian Burial will be Wednesday, November 25, 2015, at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Celina. Burial will follow at 

Resthaven Memory Gardens, near Moulton. Miller -Long and Folk Funeral Home, 314 West High Street, Saint Marys is handling 

the arrangements. Memorial gifts may be given to either  IC Church or St Jude Childrenõsõ Hospital.  

 

BAKER, James Earl Baker  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

James Earl Baker , 66, of 317 Cherry Street in St.  Marys, OH died Wednesday April 23, 2008 at the Lutheran Hospital in Ft. 

Wayne, IN, following an extended battle with cancer and heart disease. He was born September 5, 1941 in Jellico, TN to James 

H. & Margie (Smith) Baker. On April 10, 1984, he married R ita E. Walker -Caywood, who survives. Other survivors include 

daughters, Kim (Chris) Cron of Celina, OH; Lori (Michael) Baker of Wapakoneta, OH; Becky (John) Thomas of Twinsburg, OH; 

sons, Robert (Lillian) Caywood of Milford Center, OH; Matthew (Rebecca Rob y) Caywood of New Bremen, OH; 15 grandchildren; 

3 great -grandchildren; sisters, Stella Napier of Whitley City, KY; Elizabeth (Albert) Coffey of Stearns, KY; sister - in- laws, 

Helen Baker of Celina, OH; and Louise Baker of St. Marys, OH. He was preceded in de ath by his parents, James & Margie Baker; 

brothers, Charlie & Arley Baker; brother - in- law, Dave Napier. He had worked as a foreman for the former Ayers Asphalt & 

Paving Co. in Celina. He enjoyed fishing, and visiting the state of Kentucky. Services are sch eduled for Friday April 25, 2008 at 

the Miller Funeral Home (Ohio 703 West Chapel) in St. Marys. Memorial contributions may be directed to the family.  

 

BAKER, Josephine F. Baker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð June 26, 2012 )   

Josephine F. Baker, age 96, of Piqua, passed away Sunday, June 24, 2012, at her residence. Jo was born on March 5, 1916, in 

Dayton, to Ignatius J. and Clara H. (Bubolz) Weinert, and they preceded her in death. On June 12, 1939, in Norwalk, Jo marrie d 

C. Oscar Baker, and he preceded her in death on Oct. 10, 1974. Survivors include 3 sons and daughters - in- law, Lawrence R. (Ann) 

Baker of Minster, Steven M. (Martha) Baker of Troy and Thomas G. (Marsha) Baker of Piqua; 2 daughters and 1 son -in-law, 

Leesa A. Baker and Molly A. (Scott) Cameron of Piqua; 10 grandchildren, Christine (Duane) Statzer, Stacie (John) Steineman, L. 

Richard (Dawn) Baker, Mark (Natalie) Baker, Stephanie (Jon) Silk, Heather (Jeff) Larger, T. Adam (Molli) Baker, Matthew 

(Kari) Baker, Kevin Cameron and Kory Cameron; 19 great -grandchildren; and 1 sister, Rosa Lee Weinert of Englewood. She was 

preceded in death by two brothers, Marion Weinert and Fred Weinert; three sisters, Regina (Weinert) McCarthy, Alberta 

(Weinert) Dickman and Rita Weinert; a nd one grandchild, L. Nicholas Baker. Mrs. Baker was a graduate of Julienne High School 

in Dayton and the Dayton Comptometer School.  Jo was employed by the Kroger Grocery and Baking Company and later was 

treasurer of WPTW Radio Inc. and Valley Antenna Sys tems in Piqua. As an active volunteer, Jo was a charter member of the 

Good Samaritan Hospital Auxiliary, Piqua Memorial Medical Center Auxiliary and Upper Valley Medical Center Auxiliary and 

served as a board member, chairing numerous committees and accumu lating more than 10,000 volunteer hours. For many years, 

she was the gift shop coordinator at Piqua Memorial Medical Center. Jo was active at St. Mary Catholic Church as the 

coordinator of the Religious Goods Store and served on the Mission Commission. She  volunteered for more than 50 years as a 

cafeteria worker at Our Lady of Mercy Elementary School, St. Mary and Piqua Catholic Schools. Jo assisted the Green Valley 

Girl Scout Council and later Buckeye Trails Girl Scout Council as a board member and maintai ned the annual cookie cupboard. In 

1982, Jo received the Buckeye Trails Girl Scout Service award. She was an active member of the YWCA Piqua and an avid 

sponsor of the Lehman Catholic High School Foundation, receiving that foundationõs Fellow Award in 1986.  Jo celebrated life 

and loved her family, friends and her church and enjoyed traveling and wonderful parties. Jo will always be remembered for he r 

great sense of humor, creativity and òBakerisms.ó  A Mass of Christian burial to honor Joõs life will be celebrated Friday at St. 

Mary Catholic Church in Piqua. Following Mass, Jo will be laid to rest next to her beloved Oscar at Forest Hill Cemetery, 

Piqua.  Jamieson & Yannucci Funeral Home, Piqua is handling the arrangements.  Memorial contributions may be ma de to the 

YWCA, 418 N. Wayne St., Piqua, Ohio, 45356.   

 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/


BAKER, Marguerite C. Baker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð June 28, 2013 ) 

Marguerite C. Baker, age 100, formerly of 101 E. Oak St. in Celina, passed away Thursday, June 27, 201 3, at the Celina Manor 

Nursing Home. She was born on June 5, 1913, in Chattanooga, to the late Jacob and Catherine (Linn) Baker. Survivors include 

her brother - in- law; several nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by three brothers; by two sisters. Funeral services 

will be Monday at the First Presbyterian Church of Celina. Burial will follow in St. Paul's United Church of Christ Cemetery in 

Rockford. Memorial contributions may me made to the church or to the Mercer County Council on Aging.  

 

BAKER, Ma ry Lou Baker  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Mary Lou Baker, 79, of 211 North Walnut Street, St. Marys, Oh, died Monday, February 9, 2009 at the Valley  Nursing Home in 

St. Marys, OH.  She was born November 2, 1929 in Willshire, OH, the daughter of John and Bess (Hole) Miller.  She married 

Vernon Baker on May 26, 1962; he preceded her in death.  She is survived by 3 daughters, Serena (Joe) Caiola of Palmdale , CA; 

Theresa (Dave) Bubp of St. Marys, OH; Rhonda (Abdul) Gaffar of Saugus, CA; 5 grandchildren; 3 step -grandchildren; 2 great -

grandchildren; 2 sisters, Virginia Dague of Pleasant Mills, MI; and Betty Michaels of Columbus Grove, OH.  She was preceded in 

death by her parents, husband, and three sisters: Dorothy Whitmore, Patricia Hoskins and Inola Miller.  Mary graduated from 

Willshire High School in 1948.   She retired from Buckeye Apparel Company in Coldwater, OH, where she had worked as a sewing 

machine operator for 42 years.  She had attended the First Church of the Nazarene in St. Marys, OH.   She enjoyed working 

puzzles, playing bingo and spending time with her grandchildren. Funeral rites will be February 13 at Miller Funeral Home, 16 05 

Celina Road, St. Marys, OH. Burial will follow at a later date at Willshire Cemetery, Willshire, OH.  

 

BAKER, Rita E. Caywood Baker  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 14 September 2015)    

Rita E. Caywood-Baker, age 65, of St. Marys, OH died Monday September 14, 2015 at Auglaize Acres Nursing Home in 

Wapakoneta, OH. She was born May 13 , 1950 in Celina, OH to Paul and Fairy (Hinton) Walker. On April 10, 1984, she married 

James Earl Baker, who died April 23, 2008. She is survived by 2 sons, Robert (Lillian) Caywood of Celina, OH; Matthew 

Caywood of St. Marys, OH; 3 step -daughters, Kim (Ch ris) Cron of Celina, OH; Lori (Mike) Baker of Wapakoneta, OH; Becky 

(John) Thomas of Twinsburg, OH; 13 grandchildren;  14 great -grandchildren; 3 sisters, Janice (Leroy) Goodwin of St. Marys, OH; 

Betty Walker of Richmond, KY; Lois (Dick) Swallow of Wapakonet a, OH; and 2 brothers, Paul (Linda) Walker  of Coldwater, MI; 

and Glen (Becky) Walker of Wapakoneta, OH. She was preceded in death by her parents, Paul and Fairy Walker; first husband, 

John Caywood; and second husband, James Earl Baker. She was a graduate o f St. Marys Memorial High School (Class of 1968). 

She was employed as a production employee for Copeland Corp. in Sidney, OH for a number of years. She attended Grace United 

Methodist Church in St. Marys.  Her favorite pastimes included playing bingo, croc heting, and spending time with her family. 

Rites are scheduled for Friday September 18, 2015 at Miller ð Long & Folk Funeral Home (314 W. High Street Chapel) in St. 

Marys. Burial will follow at Resthaven Memory Gardens, near Moulton, OH.  

 

BAKER, Robert F. Baker  

(Abstracted from Schlosser Funeral Home, Wapakoneta, Ohio, 23 April 2014)  

Dr. Robert F. òDocó Baker D.V.M., age 96, of Wapakoneta died Wednesday April 23, 2014 at Otterbein Cridersville. He was born 

on December 16, 1917 in Buckland, OH to Marion Fra nklin & Leona (Wheeler) Baker who preceded him in death. On September 

27, 1939 he married Mary Kathryn Place and she passed away on September 29, 2011. He is survived by his children; Dr. Ellen 

(Dr. John Doolittle) Baker of Washington, DC, John (Bernardine ) Baker of Columbus, OH, Dr. Ann (Dr. G.F. Ryan) Baker of Lima, 

OH, Bruce (Pam) Baker of Buckland, and Martha Baker of Lima, six grandchildren Sarah (Mark) Franks, Alexis (Philip) Swincher,  

Andrew (Abby) Baker, Vanessa Baker, Aaron Baker and Elizabeth Ryan , three step great -grandchildren Olivia Jones Franks, 

Christian Swincher and Colton Swincher, two great grandchildren Landon Baker and Sophia Swincher, numerous nieces, nephews, 

cousins and a significant large extended family. Robert was a 1935 graduate of  Buckland High School. He graduated from The 

Ohio State University in 1942 as a D.V.M. He operated a veterinary practice in Spencerville from 1942 -1955. In the interim he 

did a Teaching Fellowship at Michigan State University from 1947 -1948. He then was a consultant with Ft. Dodge Laboratories 

from 1955 -1958. He was the Director of Veterinary Research with Abbott Laboratories in North Chicago, IL from 1958 -1963. 

In 1963 he built Baker Animal Hospital in Cridersville and retired from practice in 1980. He was  a member of the Admissions 

Board at The Ohio State University Veterinary School. He was a member of the American Veterinary Medical Association, Ohio 

V.M.A., and the Lima V.M.A. He was one of the founding members of the Cridersville Historical Association  and also the Finance 

Chair for the Republican Party of Auglaize County. Per his request funeral service will be for immediate family only. In lieu  of 

flowers memorial contributions may be directed to the Auglaize County Humane Society.  

 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/


BAKER, Sherri Bake r  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 15 July 2015)    

Sherri Baker, age 49, of Conroe, TX, died on Saturday, June 27, 2015, in Tucson, AZ. She was born on July 23, 1965, in St. 

Marys. She is survived by extended family in the St. Marys and Sidney area. Her adoptive parents, Glen and Clara (Kinkley) 

Baker, pre ceded her in death. Funeral rites are scheduled for Saturday at Holy Rosary Catholic Church in St. Marys. Burial will 

follow at Gethsemane Cemetery, in St. Marys. Arrangements are under the direction of Miller Funeral Homes in St. Marys.  

 

BAKER, Shirley A . Baker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð September 14, 2011 ) 

Shirley A. Baker, age 77, of 5312 U.S. Route 127, Celina, died Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2011, at St. Ritaõs Medical Center in Lima. She 

was born on Feb. 5, 1934, in St. Henry, to Bertrand and Gertrude (Rafferty) Myers. On Nov. 27, 1954, she married William 

Baker, and he preceded her in death on June 20, 2006. She is survived by 1 son, Rick Baker of Grand Rapids, MI; 1 

granddaughter; and 1 sister. She was preceded in death by two br others. Funeral services will be Friday at Immaculate 

Conception Catholic Church in Celina. Burial will follow in St. Marys Catholic Cemetery in Celina. Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel 

Funeral Home in Celina is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions m ay be made to the Cancer Association of Mercer 

County Inc., P.O. Box 624, Celina.  

 

BAKER, Timothy Louis Baker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð February 17, 2015)     

Timothy Louis Baker, age 56, of Paulding and formerly of Celina, pass ed away Sunday, Feb. 15, 2015, at the Van Wert Inpatient 

Hospice Center. He was born on Sept. 12, 1958, in Celina to Robert and Mazie (Faulkner) Baker, who live in Celina. Also survi ving 

is his son Jay Lee Baker of Celina, former wife Tammy (Lockwood) Wall en, 1 brother Steve Baker of Paulding, many sisters and 

brothers - in- law, two nephews and 2 nieces. Funeral services will be held Thursday at the Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral 

Home in Celina. Burial will follow North Grove Cemetery in Celina. Memorial c ontributions may be made to the Grace Missionary 

Church in Celina or the Van Wert Inpatient Hospice Center.    

 

BAKER, Walter Gene Baker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 20 November 2010)   

Walter Gene Baker, age 78, of 2667 Tama Road,  Rockford, died Thursday, Nov. 18, 2010, at his residence. He was born on Sept. 

22, 1932, in New Corydon, IN, the son of Ernest Baker and Inez Miller. He is survived by his mother, Inez Miller of Montpelie r, 

IN; his 4 sons, Pat Baker of New Corydon, IN, St eve Baker of Rockford, Jeff Baker of Rockford, Jason Baker of Delphos; his 

daughter, Pam Baker of Celina; 10 grandchildren; 18 great -grandchildren; his two sisters, Sharon (Jerry) Boise of Montpelier, 

IN and Nancy Bates of Celina. He was preceded in death by his father, Ernest Baker and his brother, Bob Baker. He was a 

graduate of Willshire High School and worked at Goodyear in St. Marys. He was a member of the National Cur and Feist 

Breeders Association. Funeral services and burial will be held at a later date. Memorial contributions may directed to Community 

Health Professionals. Arrangements are being made by Cisco Funeral Home in Celina.  

 

BAKHTIARIAN,  Sharon E. Bakhtiarian  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð January 23, 2013 ) 

Sharon E. Bakhtiarian, age 70, of Wapakoneta died Monday, Jan. 21, 2013, at her residence. She was born on Jan. 30, 1942, in 

Portland, IN, to Arthur P. and Marciel Tyndall ðShull.  Her father preceded her in death and her mother survives in 

Wapakoneta.  She was also preceded in death by her stepfather, Raymond Shull. She is also survived by 2 daughters, Sarah Cox 

of Nevada and Suzanne Harris of Oklahoma; 1 sister, Patricia (Larry) Baeumel of Cridersville; 4 grandchildren; several nieces  

and nephews. She was preceded in death by a granddaughter. There will be no public service.  At her request, she will be laid to 

rest beside her beloved granddaughter, Nicol, at a later date in Hominy, OK. Arrangements are being handled by Schlosser 

Funeral Home and Cremation Services, Wapakoneta. 

 

BALDWIN, Veda M. Baldwin  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 17 October 2009)    

Veda M. Baldwin, age 89, of Haines City, FL, and formerly of Spencerville, died Friday, Oct. 16, 2009, in the St. Rita's Medi cal 

Center followi ng a sudden illness. She was born June 19, 1920, in Shawnee Township, Allen County, a daughter of Odus and Opal 

Christopher Mathewson, who are deceased. Her stepmother, Alma Clark, is also deceased. On May 19, 1940, she married John 

Mark Baldwin, who died Dec. 3, 1992. She is survived by two sons: Wilber L. (Phyllis) Baldwin of Schaumburg, IL, and John A. 

Baldwin of Spencerville; five grandchildren; seven great -grandchildren; and a sister - in- law. She was preceded in death by a 

brother. Funeral services will  be Monday in the Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville. Burial will follow in the 

Spencerville Cemetery. Order of the Eastern Star memorial services will be Sunday at the funeral home. Memorials may be 

directed to the Joint Temple Building Fund.  



 

BALL, Anthony E. Ball  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Anthony E. Ball, 56, of 725 Hillcrest Drive in St. Marys, OH died Tuesday October 7, 2008 at his residence.  He was born July 

6, 1952 in Lima, OH to Harold J. and Donna (Swinehart) Ball.  On May 16, 19992, he married Judy Kay Feister -Morelock.  

Survivors include widow The Rev. Judy K. Ball of St. Marys, OH; daughter Brandy Jo Hoard of Wapakoneta, OH;  2 

granddaughters: Cheyenne & Raven; 3 step -sons James Wade (Janna) Seaman; Jerry (Christine) Seaman both of Lima, OH; 

Rease (Neka) Morelock of Cincinnati, OH; step -daughter Kristal (Dusty) Fuerst of St. Marys, OH; numerous step -grandchildren; 

his father H arold J. Ball of Cridersville, OH; 3 sisters, Robin (Gregg) Sigler and Julie (Michael) Valerio both of Defiance, OH; 

Jonna (Neil) Grippa of Brooklyn, NY; 2 brothers, John (Laurie) Ball of Spencerville, OH; Jamey (Amy) Ball of Defiance, OH; hi s 

step -father John Boggs of Continental, OH; and his parents - in-law Bud & Sally Feister of Wapakoneta, OH.  He was preceded in 

death by his mother Donna Boggs; son, Aaron Bal; grandson, Ian Hoard  He was a graduate of Continental High School and was a 

veteran of the Unit ed States Army, having served during the Viet Nam era.  He was employed in the maintenance department at 

Elmonte Plastics Co. in Ohio City.  He was a member of the Shekinah Temple in St. Marys, and its menõs prayer group. His hobbies 

included cooking, trap -shooting and fishing (every chance he got).  Services are scheduled Saturday October 11, 2008 at the 

Miller Funeral Home (Ohio 703 West Chapel) in St. Marys.   Memorial contributions may be directed to the family.  

 

BALL, Clifford B. Ball  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð April 5, 2012 )   

Clifford B. Ball, age 92, of 510 W. 300 North, Portland, IN, passed away on Tuesday, April 3, 2012, at Lutheran Hospital in F ort 

Wayne, IN. He was born on May 2, 1919, in Ellenboro, WV, the son of Hugh and  Ada (Riggs) Ball, and they preceded him in death. 

He married Lena DeChessro, and she preceded him in death in 1966.   On April 16, 1967, he married Nancy Houser, and she 

survives. He is also survived by 2 sons, Clifford James (Sharron) Ball  of Celina and David Lee Ball of St. Petersburg, FL; 2 

daughters, Mrs. Steven (Susan) Dietz of Logan and Mrs. Alan (Lee Ann) Sigler of Logan; 1 brother, Donald Ball of Parkersburg,  

WV; 1 sister, Eva Jean Coe of Parkersburg, WV; 7 grandchildren; and 5 great -grandchildren.  He retired in 1973 as an ordained 

Presbyterian minister. He served with the U.S. Army during World War II in the 19th Division Corp. of Engineers. He earned hi s 

divinity degree from Davis and Elkins College. He was a member the Redeemer Lutheran Church in  Bryant. Funeral services will 

be Saturday at the Baird -Freeman Funeral Home in Portland, IN. Burial will follow in the Gravel Hill Cemetery. Memorial 

contributions may be made to the Jay County Humane Society or to Redeemer Lutheran Church.  

 

BALL, Don Ramon Ball 

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 16 January 2016)    

Don Ramon Ball, age 79, of 06148 County Road 33A, St. Marys, died Saturday, January 16, 2016, at St. Ritaõs Medical Center, 

Lima, OH. He was born November 10, 1936, in St. Marys, OH, the son of John W. and  Rose A. (Wenker) Ball. He married Thelma 

Jean Moody on November 14, 1960, and she  survives at the residence. He is also survived by 2 daughters, Brenda Jenkins of 

Celina, OH; Tonna Brown of Enon, OH; 1 son, Galen (Judith) Ball of St. Marys, OH; several grandchildren; and 1 sister, Rachae l 

Stienecker of St. Marys, OH. He was preceded in deat h by his parents and by his siblings Jack Ball; Ramona Moore; Harriet 

Ball; Edward Ball and Patricia Ball. Don retired from the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company in Saint Marys, where he was a mil l 

man. He also served as custodian of the First Church of the  Nazarene in Saint Marys for many years.  Don loved caring for his 

yard, working on old tractors and watching Western movies. He was a member of the First Church of the Nazarene in St. Marys. 

Funeral rites will be Thursday, January 21, 2016, at the Miller -Long and Folk Funeral Home, 314 West High Street, Saint Marys, 

OH. Burial will follow at Resthaven Memory Gardens.  

 

BALL, John Ball  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

John "Jack" Ball, 77, died at 4:51 p.m. November 14, 2008 at Ohio State University, Columbus, OH. He was born Feb. 27, 1931 i n 

Franklin, OH to John and Rose Winker Ball, who preceded him in death.   On January 16, 1954 he  married Grace Brotherwood, 

who survives in St. Marys, OH.  Mr. Ball was retired from Fort Motor Company, Lima, OH after 28½ years of service. He was a 

member of St. Marys Missionary Baptist Church.   He was a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9289 an d Fraternal 

Order of Eagles Lodge 767, both in St. Marys.   He enjoyed hunting, fishing, making model trains and planes and working on 

cars.  He was a fun loving person who loved his family dearly. He was an Army veteran, having served in the Korean War. 

Survivors include nine children, John (Jodie) Ball, Theresa (John) Holsinger, Tim (Julie) Ball, Dale (Debbie) Ball, Lisa (Tim) 

Manson, and Kathy (Todd) Wint, all of St. Marys; Becky Ball of Wapakoneta; Belinda (Joe) Nuttle of Van Wert; and Sandra 

(Allen) Hes se of Mendon; 32 grandchildren; 30 great -grandchildren;  1 brother, Raymond (Jean) Ball of St. Marys and 2 sisters, 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/


Rachael Stienecker of St. Marys and Romona (Jim) Moore of St. Marys. He was preceded in death by a son, Leroy Ball; 2 

sisters, Pat Leahman an d Harriett Young, and 2 grandsons, John Holsinger and Joseph Hitchen. Funeral rites will be Wednesday 

at Miller Funeral Home, 1605 Celina Road, St. Marys, OH. Burial will follow in Resthaven Memorial Gardens with military rites . 

Memorial contributions may be made to St. Marys Missionary Baptist Church.  

 

BALL, Nancy Ball  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 21 October 2014)  

Nancy Ball, age 78, of 510 West 300 North, Portland, passed away on Saturday, Oct. 18, 2014, in Chalet Village in Bern e. She 

was born on Feb. 9, 1936, in Bryant, the daughter of Mahlon and Eva (Gibson) Houser. She was married on April 16, 1967 to 

Clifford Ball, and he passed away on April 3, 2012. Surviving are her mother, Eva Houser of Berne; two stepsons, Clifford J. 

(Sharon) Ball of Celina; and David L. Ball of Dunedin, FL; two stepdaughters, Mrs. Steven (Susan) Dietz of Logan; and Mrs. Alan  

(Lee Ann) Sigler of Logan; seven step -grandchildren and six step -great -grandchildren. Funeral services will be Wednesday at 

the Ba ird -Freeman Funeral Home. Burial will follow in the Gravel Hill Cemetery in Bryant. Memorials can be made to Redeemer 

Lutheran Church in Bryant.  

 

BALLARD, Opal M. Redden Miracle Ballard  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 5 May 2010)   

Opal M. Redden Miracle Ballard, age 102, of St. Marys -Otterbein, formerly of Belle Center, and Fort Myers, FL, died Monday, 

May 3, 2010, at Joint Township District Memorial Hospital in St. Marys. She was born Jan. 5, 1908, in Logan County, a daughte r 

of Lev i and Oro (McAlexandria) Harrod, who preceded her in death. She was also preceded in death by her husbands, Milton 

Redden, Frank Miracle and Wesley Ballard. She is survived by two children, Eugene (Marilyn) Redden of Findlay, Onda Schultz o f 

Wapakoneta; th ree grandchildren, Linda (Bob) Harrison, Vicki (Gregg) Chatelain, Dale Redden; four great -grandchildren, Keira 

Forney, Nicholas Harrison, Tyler Redden, Jessica Chatelain; a stepson, Dale (Rose) Miracle of Morton, IL; a stepdaughter - in- law, 

Betty Miracle; s everal step -grandchildren and step -great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by a son -in- law, Kermit 

Schultz; two grandsons, Douglas, Stephen Schultz; a stepson, Don Miracle; a stepdaughter and stepson -in- law, Doris (George) 

Thompson; siblings, Pearl Getts, Grace Groves, Bryan, Carl, Frank, Claude and Woodrow Harrod. A homemaker, Opal owned and 

operated Opal's Beauty Salon at Belle Center, for 25 years. She was a member of New Knoxville United Methodist Church and a 

former member of the Belle Center Un ited Methodist Church, where she was a choir member and Sunday school teacher. She 

was a 65-year member of the Hannah Chapter OES, Belle Center. She enjoyed crafts and playing cards. Funeral services will be 

Friday at Otterbein -St. Marys. Funeral services will be Friday at the Belle Center United Methodist Church. Burial will follow in 

the Fairview Cemetery, Belle Center. Memorial contributions may be directed to the Activity Fund at Otterbein -St. Marys or 

the New Knoxville United Methodist Church. Arrangem ents are being conducted to the Bayliff and Eley Funeral Home, 

Wapakoneta. 

 

BALLAS, George Ballas  

(Abstracted from the December 27, 2002 Toledo Blade newspaper)  

George Ballas, age 74, a Toledo philanthropist and civic leader who turned a struggling car dealership 30 years ago into a 

household name in northwest Ohio, died yesterday in his home in Springfield Township. The son of Greek immigrants who 

became one of the most successful Buick dealers in the country, Mr. Ballas suffered an aortic aneurysm - a burst artery - 

during the early morning, family members said. He was taken to Flower Hospital, where he was later pronounced dead. An 

indefatigable civic figure who was sought by politicians and corporate leaders for advice and support, Mr. Ballas was embl ematic 

of the self -made businessman who rose from humble, working -class beginnings. òHe never stopped caring about people,ó said 

longtime friend Sam Botek, Jr. òThe legacy he left in this town -  the charities he supported and the people he helped - will not 

be forgotten.ó Mr. Ballas was stricken when he went to bed after he and his wife, Marianne, had hosted a Christmas gathering 

at their home. His wife said she tried to revive her husband, whose heart still was beating faintly when he was rushed to the  

hospital. òHe never gave up,ó said Mrs. Ballas, who was married to him nearly six years. òHe was the most determined man I've 

ever known.ó Arriving in Toledo 32 years ago, he started his career as a car dealer but emerged in later years as a civic player 

and booster who raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for charities, the arts, and cultural institutions. He served on the 

board of St. John's Jesuit High School for nine years and was a past board member of the Salvation Army. For the last four 

years, he was a director of the Toledo -Lucas County Port Authority, and more recently, was on the board of the lead agency for 

job creation: the Regional Growth Partnership. òThe Toledo business community will feel his absence,ó said John Robinson Block, 

publisher and  editor - in-chief of The Blade. Known for wearing tailored suits and silk shirts, he was described by friends and 

competitors as a tough businessman who could be fierce in negotiations, and who always seemed to emerge on top of deals. 

After arriving in Tole do in 1970, he turned a poorly performing Buick dealership on Main Street in Sylvania into a viable 

enterprise that he moved two years later to the Central Avenue strip. By 1976, his enterprise was considered one of the top 3 0 

Buick dealerships in the coun try, according to General Motors, the parent company of the car division. òHis work ethic was 

legendary,ó said Mr. Block, a close friend. òHe was a great, great salesman. He would have been literally in the pantheon, or the 



hall of fame of salesmen, if the re were such a place.ó After Mr. Ballas arrived in Toledo, his energy and vigor had an immediate 

impact on the auto dealership world. He was a very aggressive competitor who used public relations and advertising to 

successfully push his product and change the local industry. òIt really was a different ballgame,ó Mr. Block said. òHe offered a 

challenge to all the other dealers in town.ó Though he became the president of George Ballas Buick GMC, with a national leasing 

corporation doing business in 48 states,  he never strayed far from the sales floor where he kept direct tabs on customers, his 

employees said. In 32 years, he refused to keep an unlisted number. òHe wanted customers to know they could call him,ó said his 

younger brother, Gus Ballas, 72, who oper ates the Ballas -owned Budget rental car franchise. òHe loved people, and I know that's 

a clich®, but it's true. He truly loved people and reached out to them in a way you don't see today.ó Born in Muskegon, MI, a 

blue-collar port town on Lake Michigan, he was raised in a family of five siblings in economic conditions that helped shape his 

outlook for the rest of his life, he later said. His parents, Peter and Irene, ran a candy and sandwich shop, where young Geo rge 

worked with his sister and three brothers.  Though the family was not poor, they struggled at times. òSome people start from 

scratch. I started with less than scratch,ó recalled Mr. Ballas in a 1994 interview. òI started in business when I was 6, selling 

magazines on the streets of downtown Muskego n,ó he said. òWhen I was 6, I wasn't very big, and the delivery bags were too 

heavy for me to lift. I had to sell the hell out of them or I couldn't lift the bags to go home.ó After graduating from Muskegon 

High School in 1947, he took business classes bef ore enrolling in the University of Michigan as a pre -med student, said his 

brother, Gus. But he struggled to pay his tuition, partly because he married and was raising a family, his brother said.  òMoney 

became an issue and he had to drop out,ó he said. He returned to Muskegon, where he began selling cars in a career that would 

span the next four decades. He soon learned there was a pent -up demand for cars in post -World War II America. òHe tapped 

into that market, and no one knew people better. George was w arm and compassionate and people trusted him,ó recalled Bob 

Fowler, a retired general manager at George Ballas Buick. òYou don't teach that. You're born with it.ó He moved to Grand 

Rapids, MI, where he became a top salesman and part owner at Imperial Motor s, a Chrysler -Plymouth-DeSoto dealer. On Nov. 

11, 1970, he bought the old Carroll Motor Sales dealership in Sylvania selling Buicks. òThere were eight peopleó on the payroll, 

recalled Mr. Fowler. Buick considered the Toledo area its hardest -hit market in t he country, with sales plunging, Mr. Fowler 

said. òBuick gave George two years to pull it out,ó he recalled, òor he was done.ó Determined to make Toledo his venue, Mr. Ballas 

borrowed money to launch an aggressive media campaign, including very heavy adver tising schedules in The Blade supplemented 

by radio and television. As part of his marketing blitz, Mr. Ballas launched a memorable campaign calling himself òMr. Buickó -  

the man who òreinvents the auto dealership.ó Within two years, he broke ground on the Central Avenue strip, asking the Rev. 

Chris Hadgigeorge of the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral to bless the ground. òHe was more religious than a lot of 

people realize,ó said Father Hadgigeorge, now pastor emeritus. Over the next 30 years, Mr. Ballas would become one of the 

Toledo area's most successful car dealers, according to industry reports. òHe worked day and night,ó said his wife, Marianne, 

who started working for him in the early 1970s. òHe never lost his love for selling.ó In 1976, while domestic car sales were 

dropping by 2.7 percent, his sales were increasing by 9 percent. Ironically, he was awarded a trip to Japan that year by Buic k - 

the same country whose auto companies were challenging U.S. auto makers for the largest gains. He went on to purchase two 

Buick-GMC-Pontiac dealerships in Kansas City, KS, for $9 million in 1986 and to expand his leasing company to include office 

equipment, computers, and furniture. He also started a Toyota dealership in Maumee, and became part -owner of a Linc oln 

Mercury outlet. During his largest expansion years, his domestic life began to unravel with a divorce from his wife, Ann, aft er 

they raised three children. He began to put more time into civic duties and fund -raising that would distinguish him during h is 

later years. òHe raised money for St. John's, the Toledo Opera, the symphony -  you name it,ó Mr. Botek said. In 1983, he 

suffered an aortic aneurysm, a bursting of the main arterial wall that leads from the heart that required emergency surgery. 

More surgery was done in 1991. òIt was a [degenerative] condition that he had to deal with the rest of his life,ó said Dr. Panos 

Doukides, a friend and member of his church. In April, 2000, he slipped in the concourse of his Toledo dealership, a fall tha t 

left hi s lower body partially paralyzed. The accident led doctors to believe he would never walk again, his wife said. òBut he was 

determined to prove them wrong,ó she said. Through medication and exhaustive rehabilitation, he began to feel his nerve 

endings again and by this year, was walking with a cane. òHe told me that he was going to walk,ó said Father Hadgigeorge. òHe 

said, `I'm going to walk into their office,' and he did. But that was George. That was his personality. He was a fighter.ó He is 

survived by h is wife, Marianne; son, Dr. Peter Ballas II, and 2 daughters, Matina Nimphie, and Stefani de Laville, all of Delray 

Beach, FL; 2 stepsons, Tim and Jeffrey Robinson of Toledo; 2 brothers, Gus Ballas of Toledo and Hercules Ballas of Las Vegas,  

and 1 sister, Cleo Coulacos of Bloomfield Hills, MI. Fretti Funeral Home, 5045 West Sylvania Avenue is handling the 

arrangements. Funeral services will be Monday at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral, with entombment to follow at Ottawa 

Hills Memorial Park.  

 

BALLENGER, Jeanne D. Ballenger  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Jeanne D. Ballenger, 86, of Saint Marys, Ohio, died Friday, September 2, 2011, at Otterbein Sain t Marys Retirement 

Community. She was born February 22, 1925, in Akron, OH, the daughter of Charles òPopó and Pauline (Junkins) Cain She 

married Richard Ballenger on July 21, 1946, and he preceded her in death on December 12, 2001.  She is survived by 1 son , 



Robert (Shirley Williams) Ballenger of Tampa, FL; by 3 grandchildren: Jenny Johnides of Celina; Sarah Anspach of Springboro, 

OH; Jason Ballenger of Saint Marys; by 5 great -grandchidren: Ali; Abby; Adam; Brianne; Kaisey; by her former daughter - in- law, 

Becky Ballenger of Saint Marys.  She was preceded in death by her parents, husband and 2 sisters, Kay Warner and Helen 

Runyon. Jeanne was a 1943 graduate of North High School in Akron. She moved to Saint Marys in 1968 and over the years 

served her community in  various roles. She was both head of the Saint Marys Chamber of Commerce and later the American 

Red Cross of Saint Marys. Jeanne and her husband, Richard, were also very active at the Wayne Street United Methodist 

Church in Saint Marys. She has been residi ng at Otterbein Saint Marys since 2002.  Funeral rites will be Wednesday, September 

7, 2011, in the Meyer Community Chapel on the campus of Otterbein Saint Marys Retirement Community, Reverend Carol Sainey, 

officiant. Burial will follow at Elm Grove Cemeter y.  Memorial donations may be directed to Otterbein Saint Marys Retirement 

Community. 

 

BALLINGER, Bill E. Ballinger  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 30 January 2017)     

Bill E. Ballinger, age 92, of Celina, died on Friday, Jan. 27, 2 017, at the Van Wert Inpatient Hospice Center. Bill was born on Feb. 

4, 1924, in Celina to the late Van and Martha (Smith) Ballinger. On June 8, 1952, he married Joyce Lime, who died on Oct. 29,  

1996. Survivors include his sons, Mark Ballinger and Melissa Alexander of Celina, Luke Ballinger of Fort Wayne, Ind.; his 

daughter, Rita Schulte and a son -in- law of Willmar, MN; five grandchildren and nine great -grandchildren. He was preceded in 

death by his parents, wife, two brothers, three sisters and a brother - in- law. Funeral services will be Thursday at the First 

Presbyterian Church in Celina. Burial will follow in the Swamp College Cemetery. Lehman -Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina 

handled the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to the Van Wert Inpat ient Hospice Center.  

 

BALLWEG, Violet Ballweg  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Violet òPaulineó Ballweg, 84, of 516 Webb Street in St. Marys, OH died Tuesday April 17, 2007 at her residence, following an 

extended illness. She was born February 7, 1923 in St. Marys, OH to Charles & Mattie (Schlechty) Hay. On May 8, 1948 she 

married Cletus Ballweg, who survives. She is also survived by sons Terry (Sue) Ba llweg, and Craig Ballweg of both of St. Marys, 

OH; a brother, Charles (Louise) Hay of New Bremen, OH; a sister, Margaret (Martin) Menchhofer of St. Marys, OH; five 

grandchildren and four great -grandchildren.  Mrs. Ballweg was preceded in death by her paren ts; brother and sister - in-law 

Kenneth (Audrey) Hay. She was a 1941 graduate of Memorial High School in St. Marys. Pauline was a homemaker and also worked 

at the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. for a number of years. She was a member of the Wayne Street United M ethodist Church in 

St. Marys. She was a devoted mother and grandmother who loved spending time with her family. Known for her kindness to 

animals, she also liked working in her flower gardens, but most of all she enjoyed shopping!  Private family services and visitation 

are scheduled Friday, April 20, 2007 at Miller Funeral Home, St. Rt. 703 West Chapel, St. Marys, OH.   Burial will follow at 

Resthaven Memory Gardens near St. Marys, OH. Memorial contributions may be directed to the Auglaize County Humane 

Society.  

 

BALTES, David C. Baltes  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 9 May 2017)    

David C. Baltes, age 75, 110 Ada Avenue, Celina, Ohio, died Tuesday May 9, 2017 in the emergency department of Joint 

Township District Memorial Hospital in St. Marys, Ohio.  Miller Funeral Homes in St. Marys is entrusted with the arrangements.  

 

BALTES, Earl Baltes  

 (Abstracte d from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 24 March 2015)  

ROSSBURG, Ohio - Earl Baltes, the founder and longtime promoter of Eldora Speedway, has died. He was 93. Speedway 

officials say Baltes died Monday at Miami Valley Hospital in Dayton, Ohio. Eldora owner and three -time NASCAR champion Tony 

Stewart says Baltes "was the yardstick other track promoters measured themselves by. He constantly raised the bar, and he 

did it by creating events everyone else was afraid to promote. He did them himself, too." St ewart added it was a time without 

"major sponsors or millions of dollars in TV money." Baltes would often say: "If we could sell just one more hot dog we'd bre ak 

even," In 2001 Baltes posted a $1 million payout to the winner of the "Eldora Million" Dirt La te Model race and followed that up 

with the "Mopar Million" in 2003 which had a purse of $1 million and paid $200,000 to the winner of a non -wing sprint car race. 

Baltes built Eldora, nestled in rural west -central Ohio, in 1954 and slowly shaped it into a showplace for dirt motorsports. 

Eldora races were shown on ABC's "Wide World of Sports" with Keith Jackson and Al Michaels as broadcasters. Baltes is 

survived by Berneice, his wife of 67 years, and a son and daughter along with a sister Susie Barga, six gr andchildren and 12 

great -grandchildren. "He and his wife, Berneice, created a happening at Eldora," Stewart said. "They turned Eldora into more 

than just a racetrack. They made it a place to be. They were integral to the evolution of dirt - track racing and the sport as a 
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whole. Earl will be missed, but he won't ever be forgotten because of his devotion to auto racing." A mass of Christian Buria l will 

be Saturday, March 28 at the St. Bernard Catholic Church in Burkettsville. Burial with full military honors w ill follow in the St. 

Bernard Catholic Church Cemetery. Oliver -Floyd Funeral Home, 1000 N. Broadway St., Greenville, OH handled the arrangements. 

In lieu of flowers, Baltes requested that memorial contributions be given to the American Heart Association.  

 

BALTZELL, Ned Leroyce Baltzell  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 10 April 2017)           

Ned Leroyce Baltzell, age 90, of Mendon, passed away  Monday, April 10, 2017, at his granddau ghterõs home. Born August 13, 

1926 in Celina, he was a son of the  late Floyd A. &  Mabel L. (Wurster) Baltzell. Ned married Audrey Sibert on  March 7, 

1953, and she preceded him in death on January 22, 2004. Surviving are  a son and daughter, Mitzi Jo Loughri dge of  Show Low, 

AZ and Tyron Jay Baltzell of Celina, 2 grandchildren,  Christy (Scott) Whitaker and  Nathan (Heather) Baltzell, and 7  great -

grandchildren:  Zander, Zeren, Zayla & Zayn Whitaker and Jasmine, Debra & Tammy Baltzell. Also surviving is a  brother,  Gary 

(Jean) Baltzell of  Rockford, and  sisters - in-law: Martha Baltzell of Rockford,  Ruth Kay Baltzell of Findlay and  Shirley Baltzell of 

Celina. Preceding him in death were 3 brothers: Fred, Wayne  and Jim Baltzell.   Ned had attended Mendon -Union Schools. He 

was a U.S. Navy Veteran of WWII, and a member of Bowersock Brothers  V.F.W. Post #6772 in Spencerville. He was a 

millwright for 21 years  at the Lima Ford Engine  Plant. Ned also worked as a carpenter for the Lima Local Union, along with  other 

contractors.  He built his own home, as well as 50 others.   An active member of the Mendon community, Ned was a member of 

the Mendon  Lions Club, Masons, Eastern Star,  and the  Mendon United  Methodist Church. Ned enjoyed woodworking, 

taking  yearly vacations with his fami ly, church and community activities, and helping others.   Funeral Services will be Saturday, 

April 15,  at  Mendon United Methodist Church.   Burial will follow at  Swamp College Cemetery, Celina, with graveside  military rites 

to be  conducted by the Spencervil le Veterans.  W.H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home in Mendon is entrusted with the 

arrangements. Memorial Contributions may be made to  The American Heart Association.  

 

BAMBAUER, Dorothy Bambauer  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Se rvices, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Dorothy Bambauer, 89, formerly of 19166 Kettlersville Road, Kettlersville, OH, died Thursday, December 3, 2009, at Dorothy 

Love Retirement Community in Sidney, OH.  She was born January 17, 1920, in Auglaize County, the daughter of William and Dora 

(Schroer) Schmidt.  She was preceded in death by her parents, and she was raised by George and Emma Schroer following the 

death of her parents.  She married Harold Bambauer on August 14,  1940 and he preceded her in death on March 17, 1995.  She is 

survived by her 4 children: Joyce (Larry) Engle of Bellefontaine, OH; Richard Bambauer of Pemberton, OH; Gary (Sharyn) 

Bambauer of Madison, MS; Paul (Teresa) Bambauer of New Knoxville; by 10 gran dchildren; 11 great -grandchildren; by 1 sister, 

Wilma Lammers of New Knoxville.  She was preceded in death by her parents, 3 brothers: Clarence Schmidt; Elmer Schmidt; 

Julius Schmidt; by 3 sisters: Alice Lutz, Nelda Shaner and Salome Robins; and by a daught er - in- law, Gretchen Bambauer.  

Dorothy was a 1940 graduate of New Knoxville High School. She was a homemaker and assisted in the operation of the family 

farm. She enjoyed sewing, quilting, making crafts, and gardening. She was a member of the Immanuel Unite d Church of Christ in 

Kettlersville, where she had been a Sunday School teacher and former Sunday School Superintendent.  Funeral rites will be held 

Monday, December 7, 2009, at the Immanuel United Church of Christ in Kettlersville. Burial will follow at Sc hwaberow 

Cemetery.  Memorial donations may be directed to either Immanuel United Church of Christ or Senior Independence Hospice.  

 

BAMBAUER, Roger L. Bambauer  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohi o - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 6 May 2015)     

Roger L. Bambauer, age 80, of New Knoxville, passed away on May 6, 2015, at his home surrounded by his loving family. He was 

born April 19, 1935, in Shelby County, to Robert and Ruth (Settlage) Bambauer. Roger was a 1953 graduate of New Knoxville 

High School. On April 1, 1956, he was married to Carolyn Leffel at the United Methodist Church in New Knoxville, and she 

survives at the residenc e. He is survived by his children:  Cindy (Fred) Wierwille of New Knoxville; Bruce (Peg) Bambauer of New 

Knoxville; David (Judy) Bambauer of New Knoxville; Diane (Bill) Piehl of New Knoxville; Joann (Jill Shaffner) Bambauer of 

Centerville, OH; 1 daughter - in- law Cindy Bambauer of Cincinnati and by 14 grandchildren: Matt (Cheryl) Bambauer; Mitch (Lucy) 

Bambauer; Melissa (Dusty) Knapke; Becky Wierwille; Katie (Nathan) Roddy; Kale Wierwille; Abby (Rick) Homan; Hannah 

Bambauer; Brad (Laura) Piehl; Lauren Piehl; Chloe Bambauer; Jake Bambauer; Maddie Bambauer; Peyton Bambauer; 9 great -

grandchildren: Emily, Brent, Molly, Ruth, Esther, Kara, Kurtis, Luke and Roan; and his siblings: Wayne (Nancy) Bambauer; Mary  

(Dean) Deerhake; Barb (Tom) Waggoner; Sue Murphy. He was preceded in death by his parents; by his youngest son Steve 

Bambauer, who died May 5, 2014; and by a sister, Wanda.  Roger was a lifelong member of the United Church of Christ in New 

Knoxville, where he served as Sunday School Superintendent, Elder and Deac on. He was a member of the New Knoxville Gun 

Club, Wapak Eagles, Brandt Lake Fishing Club, Auglaize County Junior Fair Boosters and New Knoxville Athletic Boosters. He 

was chairman of the Fair Project 79, and in 1981, he was awarded the Friend of 4 -H Award . He enjoyed being a regular at Main 
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Street Station round table coffee group. In 1956, Roger and his father Robert founded Bambauer Fertilizer and Seed. They 

were the first to introduce Hybrid seed corn and Agrico fertilizer products. The business continue d to grow, and expanded to 

Pemberton, Ohio, in 1963, partnering with Richard Bambauer. A grain operation was added to the New Knoxville plant in 1976. 

Another plant was started in Jackson Center in 2000. Today the business is run by his sons Bruce and Davi d, and several 

grandchildren, now in its fourth generation.  In his younger years Roger enjoyed playing City League Basketball, bowling, playing 

cards and many family vacations to Rice Lake, Canada. He also enjoyed traveling to Florida and the western state s in his motor 

home. Roger was a loving husband and father. He spent countless hours helping his kids with 4 -H projects, sporting events and 

school activities. He later did the same with his grandchildren as a loving grandfather. He loved basketball and es pecially looked 

forward to Ranger games, watching his grandsons play. The New Knoxville Ranger Boysõ Basketball State Championship run in 

2008 was at the top of his list for good times. He meant a lot to his grandchildren and great -grandkids. PaPa Roger will be 

dearly missed by all. Funeral rites will be Monday, May 11, 2015, at the First Church of New Knoxville. Burial will follow at  Pilger 

Ruhe Cemetery, New Knoxville. Memorial gifts, in lieu of flowers, may be given to either Grand Lake Hospice, New Knox ville 

United Methodist Church or the Radio Broadcast Fund of the First Church of New Knoxville.   

 

BAMBAUER, Steven J. Bambauer  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð May 14, 2014) 

Steven J. Bambauer, beloved husband of Cindy Bambauer (nee G illes), devoted father of Chloe, Maddie, Jake and Peyton, loving 

son of Roger and Carolyn Bambauer, dear brother of Cindy (Fred) Wierwille, Bruce (Peg) Bambauer, David (Judy) Bambauer, 

Diane (Bill) Piehl, and JoAnn Bambauer, and many nieces and nephews, de parted on Monday, May 5, 2014, at the age of 48. Steve 

was raised in New Knoxville, proudly graduated from the University of Cincinnati, never met a stranger, enjoyed life to the 

fullest and most importantly was the best dad ever. Mass of Christian burial will be at All Saints Parish Center Saturday. In lieu 

of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to  The Bambauer Childrenõs Education Fund at any Fifth Third Bank branch or 

mail to 9990 Montgomery Road Cincinnati, OH, 45242.  

 

BANGERTER, Alfrieda Banger ter  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 17 February 2009)    

Alfrieda Bangerter, age 88, a long -time resident of Dayton, passed away quietly Saturday, Feb.14, 2009, at the Heritage Manor 

Nursing Home in Minster. She was born May 20, 1920 , a daughter of the late Robert and Josephine (Wynk) Bensman. On Sept. 

6, 1942, she married Harry Bangerter Jr. in Minster, and he preceded her in death in 1997. She is survived by a daughter, Loi s 

(Robert) Wimmers of Minster with whom she had lived for th e last six years. She is also survived by her grandchildren, John 

(Paul) Parlett of New Bremen, Debora (James) Rudd of Xenia, Robert Parlett and Nancy of Celina and Steven (Kelly) Wimmers 

of Botkins; as well as her great -grandchildren, Morgen, Noah, Mariah  and Aliyah Parlett, Luke Rudd, Haley and Hannah Wimmers 

and Sean Parlett; a sister, Esther (Thomas) Roth of Englewood; a sister - in- law, Dolores Bensman of Minster and numerous loving 

nieces and nephews. She was also preceded in death by a daughter, Mary J o Parlett; a granddaughter, Rose Theresa; and a 

brother, Harold Bensman. She enjoyed fishing, playing cards, spending time with her friends and family and was an avid 

gardener. She was an active member and volunteer at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church  in Dayton and its Rosary Alter and 

Free Spirits. She was also a member of Council 500 Knights of Columbus Auxiliary and the Dayton Catholic Women's Club. In 

Minster she was a member of St. Augustine Catholic Church and the St. Gaspar del Buffalo Fourth De gree Knights of Columbus 

Auxiliary and the Minster Eagles Aerie 1391 Auxiliary. A Mass of Christian Burial will be offered at Immaculate Conception 

Catholic Church, 2300 S. Smithville Road. Burial will be in Calvary Cemetery. Tobias Funeral Home -Belmont Chapel, 648 

Watervliet Avenue is handling the arrangements. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be directed to either Immaculate 

Conception School in Dayton or the Mission Commission of St. Augustine Church in Minster.  

 

BANIOS, Nancy Ann Connerty Banios  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 16 July 2017)    

Nancy Ann Banios (Connerty) of Troy, OH, fell asle ep after an extended illness on Sunday, July 16, 2017, and waits for Jesus to 

awaken her at his return. Nancy was born June 24, 1952, in Boston, MA, to the late Wilfred and Grace (Horigan) Allen.   She is 

preceded in death by her first husband Francis M. Co nnerty, sister Judy Walsh, and brother John Allen.   She is survived by her 

loving husband of 18 years, Craige Banios, and children: Suzanne (Mike) Glover of Hilliard, OH; Tim (Cassie) Connerty of 

Georgetown, TX; Stacey (Jim) Klein of Temperance, MI; and Me ghen (Larry) Fry of St. Marys, OH; step -children: Monica 

Hallgren of Rosemount, MN; Michael Harkins of Dayton, OH; and Kaia Banios of St. Paul, MN;  14 grandchildren who were her 

pride and joy;  3 sisters:   Patricia (Richard) Barclay of NC, Louise (Edmund) N azzaro of MA, and Mary Beth (Albert) Siekman of 

NC; along with numerous nieces and nephews. Nancy graciously served God and His people for the last 19 years as the Executive  

Secretary for Christian Family Fellowship Ministry.   She was a living example of T he Virtuous Woman of Proverbs 31 in all 

aspects of her life.   A loving wife, mother, sister, and more than a faithful friend to all who knew her. Family visitation will begin 
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with a Memorial Service Saturday, July 29, 2017, at Christian Family Fellowship M inistry, 1575 St. Rt. 571 West, Tipp City, OH 

45371. Please make gifts and contributions to the Christian Family Fellowship Ministry.  

 

BANKS, Stormey C. Banks  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 8 September 2008)    

Stormey C. Banks, age 44, 1268 Ohio 219, Fort Recovery, died Friday, Sept. 5, 2008, at the St. Rita's Medical Center in Lima 

after a gokart accident. He was born June 14, 1964, in Troy, a son of Charlie and Patricia (Krug) Banks and they preceded him  in 

death. He is survived b y a son, Kenny (Casie) Rose of Greenville; two grandchildren; two brothers and a sister - in- law; two sisters 

and a brother - in- law; the mother of his children, Deb Banks of Angola, IN; seven nieces; three nephews; three great -nieces; 

seven great -nephews. He was also preceded in death by a great -niece. Funeral services will be Tuesday, at the Lehman -

Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will take place at the family's convenience in the Long Cemetery at the 

Sunshine Baptist Church Cemetery, in Camp ton, KY.  

 

BARBER, Doris Aileen Barber  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð August 15, 2012 )   

Doris Aileen Barber, age 92, of Delaware, formerly of Celina, died Monday, Aug. 13, 2012, at Wintersong Village Nursing Home 

of Delaware. She was born on Aug. 14, 1919, in Mendon, to Robert and Bertha (Banter) Barber, and they preceded her in death. 

Doris is survived by her sister; two sisters - in- law; fur nieces. She was preceded in death by three brothers; a brother - in- law. 

Funeral services wil l be Thursday at the Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in Mendon 

Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to St. Paulõs United Methodist Church of Celina or to O.E.S. 

91 of Celina. 

 

BARBER, Dorothy  Mae Barber  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð September 10, 2012 )  

Dorothy Mae Barber, age 95, of Mendon, died Friday, Sept. 7, 2012, at Colonial Nursing Home in Rockford. She was born on Jan.  

23, 1917, in Mercer County, to Cecil Yewey  and Stella Shanklin, and they preceded her in death. On Oct. 16, 1943, she married 

J. Vernon Barber, and he preceded her in death on Dec. 20, 2007. She is survived by 3 daughters, Shirley (Steve) Bell of Celi na, 

Marilyn (James) Dwenger of Celina and Joann e (Dan) Lampert of Anna; 7 grandchildren; and 8 great -grandchildren. She was 

preceded in death by a brother; three sisters. Funeral services will be Tuesday at Cisco Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will be 

held in Bethel Cemetery in Mendon. Memorial contrib utions may be made to the Mercer County Cancer Association.   

 

BARBER, Janet A. Barber  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 14 November 2014)  

Janet A. Barber, age 72, of 1550 Stienecker Drive in St. Marys, died on Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2014 , at St. Rita's Medical Center 

in Lima. She was born on April 12, 1942, in Lima to Warren C. and Nellie A. (Lietz) Montgomery. On Nov. 15, 1968, in Decatur,  

Ind. she married Raymond W. Barber, who survives. She is also survived by a son Rick Miller of Anna , daughters Lyn (Tim) 

Severt of Wapakoneta, and Deanna (Dan) Chappie of Houston, and Chrissy (Bryant) Hensley of St. Marys. Her nine 

grandchildren were Melissa Daniels, Brittany Miller, Kristin Anderson, Bradley Severt, Lucas Severt, Boston Hensley, Teigha n 

Hensley, Malina Chappie, Tucker Chappie, and she had three greatgrandchildren, including Jesa Green, Kyan Daniels, Lena 

Daniels. Her mother Nellie Montgomery of Wapakoneta, and her brother Kenneth (Pat) Montgomery of St. Louis and a sister 

Sandra (Paul) Blair of Astor, FL, also survive. She was preceded in death by her father Warren Montgomery, granddaughter 

Jessica Miller and a brother Keith Montgomery. She was a graduate of Wapakoneta High School, Class of 1960, and Ohio State 

Beauty Academy in Lima. Sh e was co-owner of BRW Tool, Inc. in St. Marys. She was a member of Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

and its adult choir. Other memberships included VFW Post 9289 auxiliary and the St. Marys - Lienen Friendship Organization. 

Her favorite pastimes included fishin g and flower gardening. Jan also played dulcimer in the Blackhoof Creek Band. A Mass of 

Christian Burial is scheduled to be Monday at Holy Rosary Catholic Church in St. Marys. A private family burial will take pla ce at 

the St. Thomas Cemetery in Glynwood. Miller Funeral Home 1605 Celina Road, on Ohio 703 West Chapel in St. Marys handled 

the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed to St. Marys - Lienen Friendship Organization.  

 

BARBER, Joseph A. Barber  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Joseph A. Barber, 93, formerly of Glynwood, OH, died Saturday April 19, 2008 at the Golden Living Center Valley in St. Marys, 

OH. He was born March 5, 1915 in W apakoneta, OH to Ray and Laura (Schneider) Barber.  On June 6, 1942, he was married to 

Margaret Hoehn, who preceded him in death January 13, 1999. He is survived by a  son, Ray (Janet) Barber of St. Marys, OH; 

daughters, Kay (John) Mueller of St. Marys, OH and Patricia Barber of Patalaska, OH; 7 grandchildren; 10 great -grandchildren; 

1 great -great -grandchild; a sister, Rosie Presar of Wapakoneta, OH; and a brother, Jim Barber of Wapakoneta, OH He was 



preceded in death by his parents; wife; brother, Raymond B arber; brother, Harry Barber; sister, Mary Hanak; by one great -

grandchild. He was a life - long farmer and retired from the Ohio Teledyne Steel Co. in Lima, OH.  He was a member of the St. 

Patrickõs Catholic Church in Glynwood. He was a founding member of the Shawnee Long Rifles. He also entertained others playing 

dulcimer and banjo as a member of the Blackhoof Creek String Band, which he helped start in earlier years. He was an 

accomplished tool maker.  Mass of Christian Burial is scheduled Thursday April 24 , 2008 at the St. Patrickõs Catholic Church in 

Glynwood. Burial will follow at the St. Thomas Cemetery in Glynwood.  

 

BARBER, Opal Lucille Barber  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Opal Lucille Barber, age 91, of Celina, passed away March 24, 2013 at The Laurels of Shane Hill, Rockford. Born on July 28, 1921  

in Mercer County, she was the daughter of the late Earl & Edith (Deitsch) VanTilburg. She married John Cloyce Barber on 

November 2 1, 1939 and he preceded her in death on May 21, 1998. Opal is survived by 3 children, 1 son: Don Barber of Mendon 

and 2 daughters: Virginia (Robert) Hoenie of Del Rio, TX and Marilyn Hoenie of Celina, as well as 15 grandchildren, 28 great -

grandchildren and  8 great -great - grandchildren.  She was preceded in death by 2 sons: John Robert "Bob" Barber, who died in 

2005 and Richard M. Barber, who died in 2007, a sister & 4 brothers: Cora Leininger and Raymond, Gerald, Ralph & Paul 

VanTilburg and 2 grandchildren.   Opal was a homemaker and retired from Huffy's in Celina, where she had worked on the 

assembly line. She was a member of Mt. Tabor Church of God, Celina. An excellent Pianist, Opal also enjoyed Crocheting. 

Services will be held at W.H. Dick & Sons -Hellwar th Funeral Home, Celina on Thursday, March 28. Burial will follow at Swamp 

College Cemetery, Celina.  

 

BARBER, Oran Barber  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð January 9, 2013 ) 

Oran Barber, age 99, a resident of Greenfield, IN, died Sunda y, Jan. 6, 2013, at Pleasant View Lodge in McCordsville, IN. He 

was born on Aug. 1, 1913, in Auglaize County, to Walter and Minnie Miller Barber. Oran and Magdalene òShortyó Skinner were 

married on Dec. 21, 1932, and on Nov. 4, 2001, she preceded him in de ath.   Also preceding him in death were his parents; three 

siblings, Willis Barber, Luella Trempert and Marian Nelson. Surviving are 3 children, Bill (Barbara) Barber of rural St. Mary s, 

Bob (Ladonna) Barber of Dothan, AL and Janet (George) Grabbe of Greenf ield, IN; 6 grandchildren; 17 great -grandchildren; 12 

great -great -grandchildren; 3 step -grandchildren; 6 step -great -grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews. A 1931 Mendon -

Union graduate, Oran worked at several St. Marys auto dealerships before moving  to Florida in 1954. He retired in 1978 from 

Florida Gas and moved to Indiana in 2000, residing there with his daughter. An avid Christian, he had attended Nazarene 

Churches in Ohio and Florida. Oran was an aviation enthusiast, having owned and built sever al airplanes in Florida. Services will 

be at W.H. Dick and Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will be held at Calvary Evangelical Cemetery in Salem 

Township. Memorial contributions may be made to the Church of the Nazarene or the Gideons.  

 

BARBER, Richard M. Barber  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Richard M. Barber, 61, formerly of 519 Cron St., Celina, died Oct. 14, 2007, at The Laurels of Shane Hill, Rockford. Death wa s 

due to natural causes. He was born Dec. 30, 1945, in Mercer County, to John C. and Opal VanTilburg Barber. His mother survive s 

in Rockford. His former wife, Jane Butler, survives in Van Wert. Also surviving is 1 son, Tracy Barber, of Lima; 2 daughters,  

Denise (Matt) Bollenbacher, of Bridge City, TX, and DeAnne, of Van Wert; 1 brother, Don (Karen), of Mendon; 2 sisters, Ginny 

(Bob) Hoenie, of Del Rio, TX, and Marilyn Hoenie, Celina; and 5 grandchildren.  Deceased is a brother, John Robert "Bob."  He  

had work ed at Huffy Bicycle Corp., Celina. He was a 1966 graduate of the former Mendon -Union High School and was a member 

of Mount Tabor Church of God, Celina.  Services are Wednesday at W.H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home, Celina. Burial is 

at Mercer Memory G ardens, Celina.  Contributions can be made to the American Diabetes Association.  

 

BARBER, Walter Oran Barber  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Walter Oran Barber, age 99, died Janua ry 6, 2013 at Pleasant View Lodge in McCordsville, IN. Born on August 1, 1913 in 

Auglaize County OH, he was the son of Walter & Minnie Miller Barber. Oran and Magdalene "Shorty" Skinner were married on 

December 21, 1932, and she passed away on November 4, 2001. Surviving are 2 sons: Bill (Barbara) Barber of rural St. Marys 

and Bob (Ladonna) Barber of Dothan, AL and a daughter: Janet (George) Grabbe of Greenfield, IN, as well as 6 grandchildren, 3  

step -grandchildren, 17 great -grandchildren, 6 step -great -grandchildren, 12 great -great -grandchildren and several nieces & 

nephews. He was also preceded in death by his parents, a brother: Willis Barber and 2 sisters: Luella Trempert and Marian 

Nelson. Oran was a 1931 Graduate of Mendon -Union High School. He had work ed at several auto dealerships in St. Marys before 

moving to Florida in 1954. He retired from the Florida Gas Transmission Company in 1978. He and his wife moved to Indiana in 

2000, where they resided with their daughter. An avid Christian, he had attended  the Nazarene Church in Ohio and was a 

member of the Clearwater Florida First Church of the Nazarene and had attended Amity United Methodist Church in 



Greenfield. Oran was an aviation enthusiast, having owned and built several airplanes while living in Flo rida, and was a member of 

the Experimental Aircraft Association and the Florida Historical Aviation Society. Services will be at W.H. Dick & Sons -

Hellwarth Funeral Home, Celina on Saturday, January 12. Burial will be at Calvary Evangelical Cemetery in Sale m Township, 

Auglaize County. Memorial Contributions may be made to The Church of the Nazarene or The Gideons International.  

 

BARDEN, Charles F. Barden  

(Abstracted from Schlosser Funeral Home, Wapakoneta, Ohio, 19 September 2009)  

Charles F. òCharlieó Barden, age 44, passed away September 19, 2009, at his residence.  He was born November 3, 1964, in 

South Haven, MI, to Karl F. & Novella S. (Clark) Barden, who survives in South Haven, MI. On May 10, 1986, he married Rebecca  

M. òBeckyó Lenhart, who survives in Uniopolis. Mr. Barden was a 1983 graduate of L.C. Mohr High School, in South Haven, MI, 

where he was president of the Future Farmers of America.  He then received his Associateõs Degree in Auto/Diesel Technology 

from Northwestern Business College -Technical Center, Lima.   He worked 14 years with Advance -Agri Solutions as a 

maintenance millwright.  He enjoyed farming and working on his family fruit farm, Barden Bros. Inc., with his father, 

grandfather, and uncle.  He was also a lifetime member of the M ichigan State Horticulture Society. Mr. Barden got his start in 

the fire service with Casco Township Volunteer Fire Department of Michigan in 1980. He was a member of the Uniopolis 

Volunteer Fire Department for the past 21 years, and was elected Fire Chief  in 2009. For five years, he had taught firefighting 

classes at the Apollo Career Center, Lima.  He was a member of the Uniopolis United Methodist Church, where he served as 

Chair of the Board of Trustees and was on the Carpenters for Christ Mission Team. S urvivors also include two sons, Adam and 

Alex Barden; a daughter, Megan Barden, all at home; and a brother, Brian (Claudia) Barden, of Jamestown, NC; and several 

nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his grandparents. Services will be Thursday, S eptember 24, 2009, at the 

Uniopolis Volunteer Fire Department 140 Waynesfield Pike.  Burial will be in Fairmount Cemetery, Uniopolis.   Schlosser Funeral 

Home and Cremation Services handled the arrangements. A Firefighter Memorial Service will be held Wedn esday at the funeral 

home.   Memorial contributions may be made to a charity of the donorõs choice. 

 

BARHORST, Albert J. Barhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð October 10, 2011 ) 

òAló Albert J. Barhorst, age 85, of North Frankfort Street, Minster, passed away on Friday, Oct. 7, 2011, of natural causes at 

the Joint Township District Memorial Hospital in St. Marys. He was born on July 21, 1926, in Fort Loramie, to Albert H. and 

Anna (Barlage) Barhorst, and they preceded him in death. On Nov. 26, 1949, at St. Augustine Church in Minster, he married 

Martha (Bornhorst) Barhorst, and she preceded him in death on June 18, 2010. He is survived by 2 daughters, Lynda Barhorst 

of Hudson, FL, a nd Deb (Kevin) Ranly of Sidney; 5 grandchildren, Jennifer and Michael Skinner, Ryan Schoby, Makenzie and 

Trey Ranly; 4 great -grandchildren, Gavin Skinner, Tyler, Dylan and Collin Schoby; 2 great -stepgrandchildren, Tyler and Nathan 

Skinner; 5 siblings, Alma  Mangen of New Bremen, Norma Koverman of Van Wert, Carl (Eileen) Barhorst of Fort Loramie, Ernie 

(Joann) Barhorst of Fort Loramie and Joann Vondenhuevel of Minster; and 1 sister - in-law, Dorothy Quinlin of Fort Loramie. He 

was preceded in death by one broth er, Harold Barhorst; six brothers and sisters - in-law, Orville Mangen, LeRoy Koverman, Vern 

Vondenhuevel, Jim Quinlin, Don and Pat Bornhorst. Mr. Barhorst was a U.S. Navy Veteran of World War II. He attended St. 

Augustine Catholic Church and was a member of  the Minster Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6432, Minster American Legion 

Post 2012 and the New Bremen Rod and Gun Club. Mr. Barhorst was retired from Sidney Tool and Die, where he had been a tool 

and die inspector for many years. Additionally, Al and his l ate wife Marty owned and operated the former Home Service 

Cleaners in Minster. Al enjoyed floral gardening and had also been an avid sportsman. Mass of Christian Burial will be Thursd ay 

at St. Augustine Church in Minster. Interment will follow at St. Augus tine Cemetery with full military honors by the Minster 

Veterans Firing Squad. Gehret Funeral Home in Fort Loramie is handling the arrangements. Memorials may be made to Grand 

Lake Hospice or to the charity of donorõs choice.  

 

BARHORST, Catherine A. Barhor st  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 13 January 2010)    

Catherine A. "Katie" Barhorst, age 86, 94 S. Main St., Fort Loramie, died Monday, Jan.11, 2010, at her residence. She was bor n 

June 12, 1923, in Dayton, a daughter of Joseph and Adeline (Hasebrook) Helmstetter and they preceded her in death. On Nov. 

2, 1951, she married Virgil E. Barhorst who survives. She is also survived by her children, Tim (Barbara) Barhorst of Cincinn ati, 

Deb (Tom) Millhouse of New Bremen, Terry Barhorst of C incinnati, Patrick (Thecla) Barhorst of Minster, Tom (Fran) Barhorst 

of Fort Loramie; nine grandchildren and four great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by two brothers and a sister. A 

Mass of Christian Burial will be Saturday at St. Michael Church  in Fort Loramie. Burial will follow in the church cemetery. 

Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster is handling the arrangements.  

 

BARHORST, Cecilia Ann Barhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 13 May 2011) 



Cecilia Ann Barhorst, age 87, o f Russia, died Thursday, May 12, 2011, at Good Samaritan Hospital in Dayton. She was born on 

Sept. 7, 1923, in Darke County, the daughter of Felix and Agnes (Francis) Monnin, and they preceded her in death. She is 

survived by her children and their spouses , Lawrence (Doris) Barhorst of Russia, Robert (Deb) Barhorst of Minster, Diane (Tim) 

McKee of Albuquerque, NM, James (Norma) Barhorst of Minster, Eugene (Linda) Barhorst of Minster, Thomas (Lori) Barhorst 

of Russia, Elaine (Jim) Barlage of Russia; 12 grand children; 13 great -grandchildren; her siblings, Joseph Monnin of Sidney, 

Bertha McEldowney of Versailles, Eleanor Grillot of Webster, Loretta Bey of Versailles and Mary Louise Curtin of Chicago, IL 

plus numerous nieces and nephews. She was also preceded in death by her husband, Richard H. Barhorst; her son, John 

Barhorst; her brothers, LeRoy, Forrest, Forrest, Homer and Henry Monnin and her sister, Florence Gigandet. She worked part 

time at Russia School for 11 years. She was a member of St. Remy Catholic C hurch and St. Anne's Sodality at St. Remy. She 

loved making angel food cakes and homemade noodles. She also cooked for many weddings in the area. A Mass of Christian burial  

will be Monday at St. Remy Catholic Church, 108 W. Main St., Russia. Burial will fo llow at the St. Remy Church Cemetery in 

Russia. Bailey Zechar Funeral Home in Versailles handled the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed to the 

Russia Fire Department.  

 

BARHORST, Clarence U. Barhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St . Marys, Ohio ð February 17, 2014)  

Clarence U. Barhorst, age 79, of Botkins, died Friday, Feb. 14, 2013, at Wilson Memorial Hospital in Sidney.  He was born on 

April 15, 1934, in Minster, the son of August and Mary (Herbert) Barhorst, who preceded him in d eath.  On Nov. 19, 1955, he 

married Shirley A. Nuss, and she died on Nov. 27, 1998. Survivors include 5 children, Darlene (Terry) Lampert of Botkins; Kar en 

(Rick) Ramey of Wapakoneta; Susan (Lee) Scott of Wapakoneta; Randy (Laurie) Barhorst of Wapakoneta a nd Brian Barhorst of 

New Bremen; 7 grandchildren, Heather (Isaiah) Johnson; Brent Ramey; Austin Scott; Adam Scott; Sherri (Justin) Rogers; Jodi 

(Dustin) Hurley and Conner Barhorst; 8 great -grandchildren, Haylee Johnson; Kaiden, Keegen and Kayleigh Rogers; Blaine, Ian, 

Gavin and Korbin Hurley; siblings Clarrisa Brinkman of Kansas City, MO; Doris Bruggeman of Maria Stein; Delores Bruggeman of 

Maria Stein; Marilyn (Ralph) Meyer of Coldwater; Emily Subler of Frenchtown; Martha (Richard) Subler of New Bremen; Jo seph 

(Wilma) Barhorst of Philothea; brothers - in- law Lavern Schmidt of Celina; Ivo Braun of Portland, IN; Ed Rethman of Sidney; 

Thomas (Sharon) Nuss of Sidney; sisters - in- law Clarissa Barhorst of Russia and Carol (Wilfred) Prenger of Minster; numerous 

nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by three sisters, Charlene Schmidt, Eloise Braun and Marjorie Rethman, a 

brother, Herbert Barhorst, and three brothers - in- law, Virgil Bruggeman, Warner Bruggeman and Jack Subler.  Clarence retired 

in 1978 as a service repairman with Harryõs Paint Shop-  Paul Wilt Homes in Botkins. He was a member of Immaculate Conception 

Catholic Church in Botkins, and a life member of the K of C, Council 1272, Wapakoneta. He was a member of the Botkins 

Volunteer Fire Department, and f ormerly served on the Botkins Village Council. He also volunteered with the Civil Defense. An 

avid Cincinnati Reds fan, he enjoyed tinkering, fixing things and collecting hats. Clarence supported his grandchildren by 

attending their sporting events and oth er activities.   A Mass of Christian burial will be Wednesday at the Immaculate 

Conception Catholic Church.  Burial is to follow in the Immaculate Conception Cemetery in Botkins.  A fireman memorial service 

will begin at 7 p.m. Tuesday at the funeral home.  Memorial contributions may be directed to the Botkins Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Bayliff and Eley Funeral Home, State Route 501, Wapakoneta is in charge of the arrangements.  

 

BARHORST, Elaine B. Barhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 20 January 2016)    

Elaine B. Barhorst, age 58, of 339 Pershing Drive, St. Marys, died unexpectedly Monday, Jan. 18, 2016, at St. Rita's Medical 

Center in Lima. She was born on Dec. 23, 1957, in Coldwa ter, the daughter of Elmer and  Pauline (Wenning) Vehorn. She married 

Matthew Barhorst on Sept. 24, 1982, in Maria Stein, and he survives at the residence. She is also survived by her three sons:  

Bartholomew Barhorst of Juno, Alaska; Garrett Barhorst of St.  Marys; Wyatt Barhorst of St. Marys; her siblings: Barb 

(Clarence) Cecil of Jackson Center; Robert (Linda) Vehorn of Arcanum; Michael Vehorn of Maria Stein; Pam (Steve) Ritchie of 

Celina; Diane Vehorn of Millersport; Peg (Brad) Hickey of Muncie, IN; Dave V ehorn of Maria Stein; and 1 brother - in- law Jim 

(Lea) Muhlenkamp of Sidney. She was preceded in death by her parents; by two infant daughters Elizabeth Ann Barhorst and 

Christina Marie Barhorst; and by two siblings Janet Muhlenkamp and Donald Vehorn. She wa s also preceded in death by her 

mother - in- law Lucille Barhorst and her father - in- law James Barhorst, who died on Jan. 19, 2016.  Elaine was a graduate of 

Marion Local High School and the Ohio State Beauty Academy. She was a beautician and was the co -owner of the former Matt's 

Restaurant in St. Marys. She later worked at Eagles Lodge 767 in St. Marys. Elaine was a member of the Friends of the Library , 

the Auglaize County Cancer Association, and was in charge of the Saturday night food tent at the annual Holy  Rosary Parish 

Festival. She loved spending time with her three sons.  A favorite pastime was going to garage sales, and selling items on ebay. 

She was a great cook and baker, and loved baking pies for family and friends. Mass of Christian burial will be Fr iday at Holy 

Rosary Catholic Church, St. Marys. Burial will follow at Gethsemane Cemetery, St. Marys. Miller Funeral Home, 1605 Celina 

Road, St. Marys is handling the arrangements.  Memorial gifts may be given to either the Auglaize County Cancer Associati on or 

the Shrine of the Holy Relics in Maria Stein.  

 



BARHORST, James B. Barhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 20 January 2016)    

James B. Barhorst, age 91, of 615 Ann Place, Sidney, died Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2016, at the Dayton Vet erans Hospital Hospice Unit. 

He was born on Oct. 4, 1924, in Newport, the son of Henry and Hilda (Middendorf) Barhorst. On Aug. 25, 1953, he married 

Lucille A. Barhorst and she preceded him in death on Aug. 26, 2015. James is survived by children: Mark J. Barhorst of Sidney; 

Matthew J. (Elaine) Barhorst of St. Marys; Victoria Barhorst (Douglas) England of Sidney, and Greg Barhorst of Sidney; by his  

grandchildren: Jacob (Beth Coats); Daniel, Garrett; Wyatt of St. Marys; Bart of Juneau, Alaska, and Katelynn o f Mishawaka, 

IN; by his brothers: Dennis (Alice) Barhorst of Beavercreek; Lester (Jeannie) Barhorst of Fort Loramie and Henry (Pat) 

Barhorst of Minster; by his sisters: Betty Grillot of Sidney, Bernard (Jeanette) Koverman of Newport and Mary Ann Davis of 

Sidney. He was preceded in death by an infant brother Lester; by his brothers Harry and Donald Barhorst; by his sisters and 

brothers - in- law Eileen and Francis Shappie and Thelma and Ed Luebeke, and by a brother - in- law Ernie Grilliot. James proudly 

served in  the United States Army during World War II, he later retired from Landmark and was a member of Holy Angels 

Catholic Church. He loved taking long walks and playing cards. A Mass of Christian burial will be Saturday at Holy Angels 

Catholic Church in Sidney.  Adams Funeral Home, 1401 Fair Road, Sidney is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions 

may be made to Holy Angels Soup Kitchen, or Dayton VA Hospice.  

 

BARHORST, John K. Barhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 25 July 2014)  

John K. "Hiney" Barhorst, age 61, of Fort Recovery Road, Fort Loramie, passed away on Wednesday, July 23, 2014, in the Wilson  

Memorial Hospital Emergenc y Room. He had been in an automobile accident on Ohio 47, but the cause of the accident has not 

yet been determined. He was born on Nov. 7, 1952, in Sidney, to the late Henry and Mary (Spillers) Barhorst. On June 20, 1992 , 

at Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Newport, John married Anne Marie (Kremer) Barhorst, who survives at home. Also surviving are 

3 children, Wendy Marie Deakle of Fort Loramie; Anthony Barhorst of Sidney and Johnathan Barhorst of Fort Loramie; 6 

grandchildren, Ryan; TJ; Tommy and Alissa Deak le and Olivia and Noah Barhorst; 2 great -granddaughters, Lexie and Breanna 

Deakle; 4 siblings, James and Connie Barhorst of St. Marys; Robert Barhorst and Mary Looker of Piqua; Dorothy and Darrel 

Roberts of Sidney; Bernie and Kris Barhorst of Piqua; brothe rs and sisters - in-law Tom and Peg Kremer of Anna; Joan and Virgil 

Heitkamp of Versailles; Susan Kremer of Versailles; Sharon and Gary Kunk of Versailles; Judith and Tony McClurg of Tipp City;  

Jane and Tom Evans of Troy; Carol and Roger Frey of Versailles a nd Tony Kremer of Phoenix, AZ; as well as numerous nieces, 

nephews and cousins. He was preceded in death by both parents. A 1970 graduate of Fort Loramie High School, Mr. Barhorst 

had been employed for 32 years at Thermoseal Inc., in Sidney. Hiney enjoyed his grandchildren and great -grandchildren. He had 

always been an avid fan of the Cleveland Browns and Cleveland Indians. He also followed WWE wrestling. John was a member of 

Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Monday at Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Newport. 

Interment will follow at the church cemetery. Gehret Funeral Home in Fort Loramie handled the arrangements. Memorials may 

be made to Food for the Poor Missions or to the charity of the donor's choice.  

 

BARHORST, Lucil le A. Barhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 28 August 2015)    

Lucille A. Barhorst, age 80, of 614 Ann Place, Sidney, died Wednesday, Aug. 26, 2015, at her residence surrounded by her lovi ng 

husband and family.  Lucille was born o n June 11, 1935, in Newport to the late Leo J. and Ida C. (Topp) Barhorst. On Aug. 25, 

1953, she married James B. Barhorst and enjoyed 62 years of marriage. He survives in Sidney.  Lucille is survived by her 

children: Mark J. Barhorst of Sidney; Matthew J.  (Elaine) Barhorst of St. Marys; Victoria Barhorst (Douglas) England of Sidney 

and Greg Barhorst of Sidney; by her grandchildren Jacob (Beth Coats), Daniel, Garrett, Wyatt of St. Marys, Bart  of Juneau, 

AK, and Katelynn of Mishawaka, IN; her brothers Carl ( JoAnn) Barhorst of Lima and Norbert (Jan) Barhorst of Beavercreek 

and her sisters Betty Pemberton of West Pam Beach, FL, and Marlene Stahl of Hendersonville, SC.  She was preceded in death 

by a daughter - in- law Debra, two granddaughters,  two brothers - in- law and one sister - in- law. Lucille was a member of the Holy 

Angeles Catholic Church in Sidney.  She was a dedicated worker at the Spot Restaurant for 28 years.  She enjoyed playing cards, 

watching soap operas and loved spending  time with her grandchildren.  A Mass of Christian burial will be Monday at Holy Angels 

Catholic Church in Sidney.   Burial will follow at Graceland Cemetery Sidney. Memorial contributions may be made to Holy Angeles 

Soup Kitchen and/or Senior Independent Hospice, 6520 Poe Avenue, Dayton, OH , 45414. Adams Funeral Home, 1401 Fair Road, 

Sidney, has been entrusted with all funeral arrangements.  

 

BARHORST, Marcella L. Barhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 8 October 2010)   

Marcella L. "Sally" Barhorst, age 88, formerly of Newport, and of 310 C. W. Russell Road. Sidney, died Wednesday, Oct. 6, 2010, 

at her home. She was born on March 25, 1922, in North Star, a daughter of Louis and Mary (Varno) Marchal, and they preceded 

her in death. On July 21, 1943, she married Richard  F. Barhorst in Newport, and he preceded her in death on Oct. 19, 1999. She 

is survived by two sons, Doug (Sara) Barhorst of Sidney, Richard Barhorst Jr. of Newport; her sister; several grandchildren a nd 



17 great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by  her great -grandson; brothers; sisters. A Mass of Christian Burial will be 

Monday at Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster handled the arrangements. Burial will be 

held at Sts. Peter and Paul Cemetery. Memorial contribution s may be directed to Wilson Hospice Care.  

 

BARHORST, Martha J. Barhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 19 June 2010)   

Martha J. "Marty" Barhorst, age 78, of Minster, died at her residence on Friday, June 18, 2010. She was born May 25, 1932, in 

Minster, a daughter to the late Joseph and Rose (Bensman) Bornhorst. On Nov. 26, 1949, she married Albert Barhorst in 

Minster; he survives in Minster. She is also survived by daughters, Lynda Barhorst of Hudson, FL, Debora (Kevin) Ranly of For t 

Loramie; a sister; grandchildren; great -grandchildren and step -great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by a brother 

and a brother - in- law. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Thursday at St. Augustine Catholic Church in Minster. Hogenkamp 

Funeral Home in Minster is handling the arrangements. Burial will be in St. Augustine Cemetery. The family requests memorial 

contributions be made to Mister Area Life Squad.   

 

BARHORST, Martha R.Barhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð November 2, 2012 )  

Martha R. Barhorst, age 65, of 46 E. Park St., Fort Loramie, died on Thursday, Nov. 1, 2012, at IU Simon Cancer Center in 

Indianapolis, IN. She was born on Feb. 14, 1947, in Greenville, to Norbert and Amelia (DeLoye) Heckman, and they pr eceded her 

in death. On Nov. 15, 1969, at St. Nicholas Catholic Church in Osgood, she married Jerome U. Barhorst, and he survives in For t 

Loramie. She is also survived by a son and a daughter, Eric P. and Betsy (Kamin) Barhorst of Fort Loramie and Teresa R . and 

Doug Grieshop of Osgood; her grandchildren, Nicholas, Daniel and Lillian Barhorst and Haylie and Karlie Grieshop; her sibling s, 

Rita (Steve) Monnin of Botkins, John (Maruja) Heckman of Clifton, VA, Jim (Adele) Heckman of Fort Recovery, Ann (Mike) 

Kreitzer of Arcanum, Mary (Jerry) Siegrist of Sidney, Margie (Don) Eilerman of Fort Loramie, Joe (Joyce) Heckman of Monroe, 

NJ, Bill (Mary Beth) Heckman of Yorkshire, Kathy (John) Geise of Sidney and David (Karen) Heckman of Minster; and her step -

brother - in- law, Joe (Joan) Maier in Houston. She was preceded in death by a daughter, Melissa Lynn; her in - laws, Paul and 

Florence Barhorst; a sister, Alice Mae Heckman; a brother - in-law, Daniel Barhorst.   She was a member of St. Michael Catholic 

Church, St. Ann Sodal ity, Apostleship of Prayer, Shelby County Right to Life and a rosary leader for St. Michael Church.  She 

graduated from Minster High School in 1965. She worked at Copeland Corporation before she started a family, then she was a 

stay -at -home mother and child  care provider in her home. A Mass of Christian burial will be Tuesday at St. Michael Catholic 

Church. Burial will take place in St. Michael Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster is handling the arrangements.  In lieu 

of flowers, the family wants donat ions made to The Elizabeth New Life Center, to Shelby County Right to Life, to EWTN or to 

Radio Maria. 

 

BARHORST, Michael Joseph Barhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 6 June 2015)    

Michael Joseph Barhorst, age 59, of state Route  29, Anna, died on Thursday, June 4, 2015, at James Cancer Hospital in 

Columbus. He had been seriously ill for six months. He was born on May 26, 1956, in Sidney to Thomas F. Barhorst and Bernice 

J. (Huelskamp), who survive in Anna. He is also survived by 3 children: Leah (John) Fullenkamp of Fort Loramie, David Barhorst 

of Fort Loramie and Amber (Nick) Broerman of Yorkshire; by 5 brothers, 9 sisters, 7 grandchildren, siblings, and numerous 

nieces, nephews, uncles, aunts and cousins. He was preceded in deat h by a brother - in- law as well as a niece and a nephew. A Mass 

of Christian Burial will be Wednesday at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, McCartyville. Burial will follow at Sacred Heart Churc h 

Cemetery, McCartyville. Memorial contributions may be made to Shelb y County Right to Life or donor's choice.  

 

BARHORST, Michele L. Barhorst  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Michele L. Barhorst, 31, of 152 Wind Chase Wa y, Madisonville, TN, and formerly  of Celina, OH, died Sunday, December 23, 

2012, on I -75 near Dayton, Ohio, as the result of injuries sustained in an auto accident.   She was born April 3, 1981, in Saint 

Marys, OH, the daughter of Lavern and Nancy (Gerlach)  Moeller and they survive in Celina. She married Scott Barhorst on July 

27, 2002; he also died in the accident. She is survived by her parents; by 4 children: Tyler Barhorst; Logan Barhorst; Hailie  

Barhorst and Tori Barhorst, all of Madisonville, TN; by he r mother - in- law and father - in- law, James and Connie Barhorst of Saint 

Marys, OH; by 2 brothers: Chad (Mindy) Moeller of Maria Stein, OH; Doug (Shannon) Moeller of Celina; by many aunts, uncles 

and cousins. She was preceded in death by her paternal grandpar ents: Wilbur and Rita Moeller; maternal grandparents: Clarence 

(Pauline) Gerlach. Michele was a 2000 graduate of Celina High School. She was a licensed cosmetologist and was currently 

employed as an STNA, serving home health patients in Madisonville, TN. S he enjoyed making crafts, needlepoint work and 

drawing. She devoted her life to her children and will be remembered as a very loving mother. She was a member of St. Joseph 

the Worker Catholic Church in Madisonville, TN. A joint Mass of Christian Burial wil l be held for Michele and Scott Barhorst 



Saturday, December 29, 2012, at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church, Montezuma, OH. Burial will follow at Guadalupe 

Cemetery. Memorial gifts may be given to a college fund for Michele and Scottõs children. 

  

BARHORST, Nicholas Robert Barhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 22 April 2014)  

Nicholas Robert Barhorst, age 70, of East Park Street in Fort Loramie, died Monday, April 21, 2014, of natural causes. He was  

born on Sept. 29, 1943, in For t Loramie, to parents Catherine Irene (Oreilley) and Irenus Henry Barhorst, both of whom 

preceded him in death. On Oct. 16, 1965, he married Anne Elizabeth (Paulus) Barhorst at St. Denis Catholic Church in Versaill es. 

She survives. He is also survived by f our children, Jeff and Paula (Siegel) Barhorst, Steve and Lisa (Gaier) Barhorst, Brad and 

Nikki (Koverman) Barhorst and Theresa and Kevin Hoying, all of Fort Loramie, 12 grandchildren, three siblings, three brothers  

and three sisters - in- law. He was preceded in death by a sister - in-law. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Friday at St. Michael's 

Cemetery in Fort Loramie. Burial will follow at St. Michael Church in Fort Loramie. Gehret Funeral Home is handling the 

arrangements. Memorial contributions may be gi ven to Fort Loramie Rescue Squad or to the charity of the donor's choice.  

 

BARHORST, Ruth M Bergman Barhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 13 September 2010)   

Ruth M. (Bergman) Barhorst, age 73, of State Route 66, Fort Loramie, died of natural causes Saturday, Sept. 11, 2010, at 

Wilson Memorial Hospital in Sidney. She was born May 1, 1937, in Maria Stein, a daughter to the late Edward and Olivia 

(Brunswick) Bergman. On Oct. 6, 1956, at St. Augustine Church in Minster, she married  John L. Barhorst and he preceded her in 

death Sept. 29, 1995. She is survived by four sons, Bill (Cindy) Barhorst of Fort Loramie, Joe Barhorst of Minster, Eric 

(Corrine) Barhorst of Lakeview, Ron (Suttan) Barhorst of Fort Loramie; 10 grandchildren, Sarah , Theresa, Luke, Alex, Justin, 

Jessica, Adam, Adrianah, Jordan and Jae Barhorst; two siblings, Joan Eilerman of Fort Loramie, Pat (Jim) Winner of Minster; 

an extended brother - in- law, Ernie Philpot of New Bremen; along with brothers and sisters - in-law, Mike  (Mary Jo) Barhorst of 

Fort Loramie, Norman (Janet) Barhorst of Fort Loramie, Sam (Patty) Barhorst of Celina, Nelson Barhorst of Fort Loramie, and 

Kathy (Bud) Link of Celina. Also preceding her in death were her son, David Barhorst; four siblings, Mary Eve lyn and Floyd 

Swagman, Henry and Betty Bergman, Walter Bergman, Dorothy and Henry Boeckman; brother - in- law, Don Eilerman and a sister -

in- law, Ann Barhorst. She attended St. Michael Catholic Church and was a member of St. Ann's Ladies Sodality and the Minst er 

Eagles Ladies Auxiliary. She had been a Minster High School graduate with the class of 1955 and was a homemaker. A Mass of 

Christian Burial will be Thursday at the St. Michael Church, Fort Loramie. Interment will follow at St. Michael's Cemetery. 

Gehret  Funeral Home, 64 Elm St., Fort Loramie is handling the arrangements. Memorials may be made to Shelby County Relay 

for Life.  

 

BARHORST, Scott Barhorst  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http ://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Scott H. Barhorst, of 152 Wind Chase Way, Madisonville, TN, and formerly of Saint Marys, OH, died Sunday, December, 23, 

2012, from injuries sustained in an auto accident on I -75 near Dayton, OH. He was born August 26, 1975, in Saint Marys, OH, 

the son of James and Constance (Clune) Barhorst. He married Michele L. Moeller on July 27, 2002; she died in the accident, as  

well. He is survived by his parents, James and Connie Barhorst of Saint Marys; by his mother - in- law and father - in- law, Lavern 

and Nancy (Gerlach) Moeller of Celina, OH; by his 4 children: Tyler Barhorst; Logan Barhorst; Hailie Barhorst; Tori Barhorst,  all 

of Madisonville, TN; by his siblings: Laura (Mike Burton) King of West Chester, OH; Angela (Larry) Lambert of Lima; Jim 

Barhorst, Jr. of Saint Marys; Christa (Curt) Taylor of Saint Marys; Jeff (Sherri Duke) Barhorst of Saint Marys. He was 

preceded in death by his maternal grandparents: Carl and Bernadine Clune; by his paternal grandparents: Henry and Mary 

Barhorst . Scott was a 1993 graduate of Saint Marys Memorial High School. He was employed at Precision Corporation in Vonore, 

TN, where he served as a dispatcher. He was a member of St. Joseph the Worker Catholic Church in Madisonville, TN. He was a 

big fan of the San Francisco 49õs and he enjoyed watching NASCAR races. A joint Mass of Christian Burial will be held for 

Scott and Michele Barhorst Saturday, December 29, 2012, at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church, Montezuma, OH. Burial 

will follow at Guadalupe Cemetery. Memorial gifts may be given to a college fund for Scott and Micheleõs children.  

 

BARHORST, Vernon W. Barhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð October 1, 2012 )  

Vernon W. Barhorst, age 86, of South Paris Street, Minster, died Friday, Sept. 28, 2012, at Heritage Manor Nursing Home in 

Minster. He was born on April 30, 1926, in Fort Loramie, to Elizabeth Ernst and Frank F. Barhorst, and they preceded him in 

death. On Nov. 19, 1949, at St. Michael Church in Fort Loramie, he married  Treva P. (Zimmerman) Barhorst, and she survives. He 

is also survived by 7 children, V. Glen (Jeanne) Barhorst of Anna, Randall (Denise) Barhorst of Newport, Mark (Vicki) Barhors t 

of Fort Loramie, Elaine (Jay) Sargeant of Sidney, Theresa (John) Buschur of Anna, Lori Hausfeld of Springboro and Mitchell 

(Jill) Barhorst of Minster; 16 grandchildren; 6 great -grandchildren; 1 sister; and 5 sisters - in- law. He was preceded in death by 



two infant daughters, Peggy and Jane Barhorst; a son -in- law; a granddaughter; an d five siblings. He was a veteran of the U.S. 

Army, having served during World War II in the Pacific Theater and in Japan. A Mass of Christian burial will be Wednesday at 

St. Augustine Catholic Church in Minster. Burial will follow in Sts. Peter and Paul C emetery in Newport. Gehret Funeral Home in 

Fort Loramie is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to the Kacie and Thomas Hausfeld Memorial 

Scholarship Fund or to the charity of the donorõs choice. 

 

BARHORST, Virgil E. Barhorst  

(Abst racted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 9 November 2012)  

Virgil E. Barhorst, age 91, of 94 S. Main St., Fort Loramie, died Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2012, at his residence. He was born on A ug. 

16, 1921, in Fort Loramie, to Anthony and Josephine (DeBross ) Barhorst, and they preceded him in death. On Nov. 3, 1951, in St. 

Marys, he married Catherine Helmstetter, and she preceded him in death on Jan. 11, 2010. He is survived by his children, Tim 

(Barbara) Barhorst of Yellow Springs, Deb (Tom) Millhouse of Ne w Bremen, Terry Barhorst of Cincinnati, Patrick (Thecla) 

Barhorst of Minster and Tom (Fran) Barhorst of Fort Loramie; nine grandchildren and five great -grandchildren. He was 

preceded in death by seven siblings. He was a veteran of World War II, serving in Japan. A Mass of Christian Burial will be 

Tuesday at St. Michael Catholic Church. Burial will take place in St. Michael Cemetery with full military honors. Hogenkamp 

Funeral Home, Minster handled the arrangements. The family requests donation be made to Wi lson Hospice. 

 

BARKER, Clora Genevra Barker  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Clora Genevra Barker, age 90, of Mendon, OH, passed away on January 17, 2013 at the Van Wert Area Inpati ent Hospice Center 

in Van Wert, OH. She was born April 1, 1922 in Van Wert County, to Carl J. & Sarah E. (McCoy) Mohler. Clora and Charles 

Barker were married March 18, 1943, and he passed away on October 8, 2003. She is survived by 1 daughter: Elaine (Jer ry) 

Steiner of Mendon, 2 granddaughters: Holly (Andy) Smith of Celina, OH and Valerie (Jim) Scatena of Minneapolis, MN and 5 

great -grandsons: Dalton & Logan Smith and Vincent, Dominick & Joey Scatena. Preceding her in death were a brother & sister: 

Frank M ohler and Edith Rhodes.  Clora had attended Convoy Union High School in Convoy, OH. A homemaker, she retired from 

the National Seal Company in Van Wert after 30 years of service, having worked in the Spring Department. Clora liked taking 

pictures, crocheti ng, and working on plastic canvas needlepoint, and enjoyed visiting with family and friends. Funeral Services 

will be Monday, January 21 at W.H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home in Mendon. Burial will follow at Mercer Memory 

Gardens in Celina. Contributi ons in Clora's memory may be made to the Van Wert Area Inpatient Hospice Center, c/o: 

Community Health Professionals of Van Wert, 1159 Westwood Drive, Van Wert, OH 45891.  

 

BARLOW, Evelyn F. Barlow  

(Abstracted from Schlosser Funeral Home, Wapakoneta, Ohio,  6 October 2014)  

Evelyn F. Barlow, age 89, of New Knoxville formerly of Wapakoneta died Monday October 6, 2014 at her residence surrounded 

by her family. She was born on September 6, 1925 in Macon, MO to George & Fern (Lee) Cox who preceded her in death. On 

July 22, 1950 she married Lowell J Barlow and he passed away on August 25, 1978. She is survived by four daughters; Dianna 

(Larry) Ziegler, Mary (James) Gardner, Kathy (Tim) Schneider, Janice Kreitzer, 12 grandchildren Ron (Shawna) Ziegler, Shawn 

(Carmen) Ziegler, Jason (Sonya) Ziegler, Lea (Sergio) Salazar, James Gardner, Barbara Gardner, Teresa (Alan) Hanley, Eric 

(Lara) Gardner, Jaime (Charles) Chinn, Brooke Schneider, Alexander Kreitzer, Jacquelyn Kreitzer, 22 great -grandchildren, 10 

great -great -grandchildren, 2 brothers George Lee Cox, Gary Cox and a sister Virginia Pinkerman. She was preceded in death by 

a grandson David Gardner and 2 brothers Donald & Kenneth Cox.  Evelyn was a branch manager for Home Federal Savings & Loan 

in Florida. She also wor ked at Koneta Rubber in the Accounts Receivable department where she retired from after 15 years of 

service. She was a member of the Eagles #691 and American Legion Post #330. She enjoyed simple country pleasures along with 

crocheting, gardening, hunting m ushrooms, cooking, and fishing. She especially enjoyed and loved her family and grandchildren 

and will always be remembered as a very sweet lady.   Memorial services are scheduled to be Friday October 10, 2014 at 

Schlosser Funeral Home & Cremation Services , Wapakoneta. Burial will follow at a later date at Cedar Point Cemetery, Pasco, 

OH. Memorial contributions may be directed to St. Ritaõs Hospice or the donorõs choice. 

 

BARNES, Donald D. Barnes  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð Octobe r 26, 2011 ) 

Donald D. òBarneyó Barnes, 82, of St. Marys, formerly of Spencerville, died Monday, Oct. 24, 2011, at the St. Marys Living 

Center. He was born on July 14, 1929, in Auglaize County, the son of Alfred and Mabel (Greymyre) Barnes, and they precede d 

him in death. On Oct. 27, 1973, he married Hazel Elrod, and she preceded him in death on Aug. 25, 1996. He is survived by 3 

children, Steven (Rita) Barnes of Spencerville, Sue Barnes of Dayton and Tim (Stacie) Barnes of Spencerville; 1 stepdaughter,  

Kim Elrod of Knoxville, TN; 8 grandchildren; 4 great -grandchildren; and 1 sister. He was preceded in death by a daughter, Joyce 

Barnes; three sisters; and three brothers. Funeral services will be Thursday at the Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in 

Spencerville.  



 

BARNES, Raymond Barnes 

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 5 December 2014)  

The Rev. Raymond Barnes, age 77, of 14718 Lambert Road in St. Marys, died Wednesday Dec. 3, 2014 at his residence. He was 

born on July 29, 1937 in Egan, TN, to Robert and Laura (Moss) Barnes. On Nov. 9, 1959, he married Geraldine Lay, who died Oct . 

30, 1999. On Nov. 27, 2001, he then married Zona Webb -Roller, who survives. He is survived by his daughter Deborah (Roger) 

Bray of Monroe, MI, son Damon (Sandy) Barnes of Carlton, MI, son Ronald (Jackie) Barnes of Milan, MI, step daughter Sheila 

(Michael) Knous of St. Marys, step daughter Cynthia (Dan) Wheeler of Tampa,  FL and his step daughter Darlene Yancey of 

Mason. He is also survived by seven grandchildren, eight great -grandchildren, 11 step -grandchildren, nine step great -

grandchildren, his brother Damon (Juanita) Barnes of Ida, MI, sister Christine Fraczkowski of B altimore, MD, sister Helen Rose 

of La Follette, TN, and his sister Patsy (Albert) Kidwell of La Follette, TN. He is preceded in death by parents Robert and L aura 

Barnes and his grandson Jonathon Barnes. In his younger years, Raymond worked in the coal mine s near Egan, TN. He later 

retired as a production associate from the Ford Motor Co. in Monroe, MI, in 2001. Mr. Barnes was a minister for the Missionar y 

Baptist Church, having pastored churches near Monroe, MI and Toledo throughout the years. In 2003, he m oved to St. Marys, 

where he became an active member of the St. Marys Missionary Baptist Church. A natural athlete and fan, he played baseball 

his entire life. He especially enjoyed playing April through October in the "Old Timers' League", whose members co nsisted of 

his school buddies from Egan, TN. He also had many enjoyable adventures while riding a four wheeler ATVs with members of his 

family. The main focus of his life was his service to God and spending time with the family he adored. The Rev. Barnes w ill be 

remembered as a compassionate man, who never met a stranger. He will be greatly missed by those who knew him. Services are 

scheduled to be Monday at St. Marys Missionary Baptist Church. Burial will take place at Roselawn Memorial Park Cemetery in L a 

Salle, MI.  Miller Funeral Home 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 West Chapel) in St. Marys handled the arrangements. Memorial 

contributions may be directed to the church building fund.  

 

BARNES, Roberta E. Barnes  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð November 4, 2011 ) 

Roberta E. Barnes, age 94, of 11110 Circle Drive, St. Marys, died Friday, Oct. 28, 2011, at Otterbein ñSt. Marys Retirement 

Community. She was born on April 24, 1917, in Willow Springs , MO, to Frank and Carrie Bell (Ball) Ruby, and they preceded her 

in death. She is survived by her son, Patrick E. Baze of Kill Devil Hills, NC; a grandson; various nieces and nephews. Privat e family 

services and burial are planned. Memorial contributions may be directed to Otterbein ð St. Marys. Arrangements are entrusted 

to the Miller Funeral Home, 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 West Chapel) in St. Marys.  

 

BARNES, William Barnes  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 27 July 2017)         

Will iam "Bill" Barnes, age 57, passed away on Wednesday, July 26, 2017, at his residence in St. Marys. He was born on Dec. 31, 

1959, in Bowling Green to the late Neal Barnes and to Eileen (Richardson) Barnes Sponsel of Spencerville. He is survived by o ne 

daughter, Jennifer (Nate) Price of Fort Jennings; two brothers; lifetime friend and the mother of his daughter; and four 

grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his father, Neal Barnes, and a stepfather. Funeral services will be Monday at 

Harter and Schier F uneral Home, Delphos. Burial will be at Carmen Cemetery in Gomer. Memorial contributions may be made to 

the Allen County Humane Society.  

 

BARNETT, James T. Barnett Jr  

(Abstracted from Schlosser Funeral Home, Wapakoneta, Ohio, 21 November 2012)  

James T. òButchó Barnett Jr., age 58, of Indiana died November 21, 2012 at his sisterõs residence in Wapakoneta.  He was born 

in Muncie, IN on August 6, 1954 to James Sr. & Betty L. (Stanley) Barnett.  His father preceded him in death and his mother 

survives. He is  also survived by two sisters; Shirley (Thomas) Prater of Wapakoneta, OH, Sue Hamilton of Alexandria, IN, a 

brother Keith (Angel) Barnett of Elwood, IN, a step grandmother Esta -May Stanley, and several nieces and nephews. He was an 

avid horse lover. Graves ide services will be Friday November 23, 2012 at Matthews Cemetery, Matthews, IN. Military rites will 

be performed by Grant County Honor Guard. Services are being handled by Schlosser Funeral Home & Cremation Services, 

Wapakoneta. 

 

BARR, Esther M. Barr  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Esther M. Barr, 91, a resident of Dorothy Love Retirement Community since 2001, and formerly of Taylorville, IL, died 

Wednesday, July 21, 2010, at Dorothy Love Retirement Community in Sidney, OH. She was born August 31, 1918, in New 

Knoxville, OH, the daughter of Christ and Anna (Elshoff) Katterheinrich. She married Donald E. Barr on February 21, 1943 and 

he preceded her i n death. She is survived by 1 daughter, Carol Barr of Decatur, IL; 1 son, Thomas (Karen) Barr of Costa Mesa, 

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/15209D8AC8CF7A58-15209D8AC8CF7A58%3F


CA; 1 granddaughter, Shelly (Darren) Spangler of Carthage, IL; 1 grandson Darin (Dayna) Barr of Tacoma, WA; a daughter - in-

law, Toni (Stan) Wojcik; 3 great -grandchildren: Avery and Amanda Spangler and Daniel Barr. She was preceded in death by her 

parents; husband, a son, David Barr; 2 brothers, Emil and Arnold Katterhenry; ( an editorõs note: some of the family use the 

Americanized spelling of the fam ily name i.e. Katterhenry); and two sisters, Edna and Selma Katterheinrich. Mrs. Barr attended 

Bowling Green State University to attain a diploma to teach elementary school. Later she graduated from Southern Illinois 

University, Edwardsville, IL, with both  a Bachelor and Master of Science degrees. Her first teaching assignment was in 

Defiance, OH. She also substitute taught in Troy, OH. Upon moving to Edwardsville, IL, she taught half -day kindergarten in two 

schools for 13 years in Moro and Hamel, IL.  Prio r to moving to Dorothy Love Retirement Community, she was active in her 

various churches playing the piano and organ in Troy, OH; Edwardsville, IL; Newton, IA; and Taylorville, IL. She held church 

organist positions in Newton, IA for 12 years and in Taylor ville, IL for 13 years. During a trip to Ladbergen, Germany, the 

ancestral home of the founders of New Knoxville, she played the organ at a church there. In addition to her music background,  

she always enjoyed traveling. She and her husband also enjoyed ca mping and had traveled in all 50 states. She was a member of 

the First United Church of Christ in New Knoxville. A Celebration of Estherõs life will be Friday, August 6, 2010, at the First 

United Church of Christ in New Knoxville. Burial will follow at Pil ger Ruhe Cemetery. Memorial donations be made to either 

Dorothy Love Life Care Center in Sidney, OH or the radio broadcast fund at the First United Church of Christ in New Knoxville . 

 

BARR, Joseph A. Barr  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð May 1, 2013) 

Joseph òJodyó A. Barr, age 55, passed away on Sunday, April 28, 2013, at Riverside Hospital in Columbus. He was born on May 

24, 1959. He is survived by his loving wife of 17 years, Margie (Jones) Barr; his mother, Connie (Kessler) Barr; brothers, Keith 

(Susie) and Brian (Pam) Barr; sister, Beth (Bill) Butts; an aunt and uncle, Jack and Marilyn Barr; numerous cousins, nieces, and 

nephews. Jody was preceded in death by his father, Laurin Barr .   Jody was a 1977 graduate of Bishop Watterson High School 

and also attended OSU. He was employed at McNaughton -McKay. He was an avid sports enthusiast and loved to spoil his nieces 

and nephews. A Celebration of Life will be held Thursday at the Schoedin ger Northwest Chapel, 1740 Zollinger Road.  In lieu of 

flowers, contributions may be made to ASPCA (Aspca.org/Donate) or to the Kidney Foundation, in memory of Jodyõs friend, Dan 

Dawson.   

 

BARTELHEIM, Marcia R. Obringer Bartelheim  

(Abstracted from the Eve ning Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð February 10, 2015)     

Marcia R. Obringer Bartelheim, age 48, of Spencerville, died Sunday, Feb. 8, 2015, in her residence. She was born on May 1, 

1966, in Lima, a daughter of Alvin Anthony and Ruth Caroline Mohrman Obringer, who are deceased. She was formerly married 

to Ronald N. Brunswick, who survives in Spencerville. Marcia was a 1984 graduate of the Spencerville High School and the 

Northwest Business College in Lima in 1986 with her accounting degree. She was employed the past 29 years with Pizza Hut in 

Lima, presently manager of the East side Pizza Hut. She was a member of the St. Patrick Church in Spencerville. She was an 

avid reader and enjoyed writing poetry. She is survived by 2 children, Kimberly E. (Brady Hoersten) B runswick of Spencerville 

and Richard T. Brunswick of Florence, KY, 1 grandson Elijah T. Brunswick of Spencerville; 3 brothers Dale (Starr) Obringer of  

Spencerville, Steven (Judy) Obringer of Delphos, Neal (Manetta) Obringer of Wapakoneta; 6 sisters: Carol (Gary) Moon of New 

Bremen; Diane (Melvin) Morris of Jackson Center; Shirley (Geoff) Hall of Lima; Lois (Dennis) Osting of Delphos; Nancy (Tracy)  

Sterling of Van Wert and Anita Sutherland of Spencerville; 1 sister - in- law Deb (Jim) Wells of Wapakoneta, 30 ni eces and 

nephews and several great nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by a brother Roger Obringer and a sister Linda 

Obringer. A Mass of Christian burial will be Friday in the St. Patrick Catholic Church in Spencerville. Burial will follow in  th e 

German Protestant Cemetery in New Bremen, near her mother. Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville is handling the 

arrangements. Memorials may be made to her daughter Kimberly for the grandchildren's college fund.    

 

BARTLETT, Richard Virgil Cedri c Bartlett  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð August 30, 2011 )   

Richard Virgil Cedric Bartlett, age 77, of Westerville, formerly of St. Marys, died on Saturday, Aug., 27, 2011. He was born on 

Jan. 23, 1934, in Deshler, to Harold T. and  Velma A. (Colvin) Bartlett, and they preceded him in death. He is survived by 5 

children, Deborah (Raymond) Karbowiak, Bradley (Marie) Bartlett, Shirley (Douglas) Dosky, Jeffrey (Erin) Bartlett and Stanley  

Bartlett; 2 nephews, Jon Woodward and Daniel Oppe rman; 7 grandchildren; and 9 great -grandchildren. He is preceded in death 

by two sisters. He enjoyed the outdoors, reading the Bible, a glass of wine and a good cigar, but most of all spending time w ith 

his family. Funeral services will be Wednesday at Sch oedinger North Chapel, 5554 Karl Road, Columbus. Interment will be 

Thursday at Lewistown Cemetery in Lewistown. Memorial contributions may be made to a charity of the donorõs choice. 

 

BARTON, Delores E. Barton  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys , Ohio ð 10 February 2010)    



Delores E. Barton, age 76, of St. Marys, formerly of Van Wert, died Monday, Feb. 8, 2010, at Joint Township District Memorial  

Hospital in St. Marys. She was born Sept. 23, 1933, in Montrose, SD, to Nettie (Figert) Truex and Roy Truex, who preceded her 

in death. On Oct. 10, 1955, she married Kenneth L. Barton, who preceded her in death Sept. 28, 1990. She is survived by a son , 

Brad (Anita) Barton of St. Marys; a daughter, Barb Barton of Van Wert; five grandchildren, Abigail We iler, Elizabeth Barton, 

Stephen Semer, Michael Semer, Alec Semer and two great -grandchildren, Mary Katherine Walden, Scott Walden. She was 

preceded in death by two brothers, Robert and Myron Truex and a sister, Ruth Larson. She formerly worked at Big Wheel  

Store and Wal -Mart, both of Van Wert, and was a member of Trinity United Methodist Church in Van Wert. She had been 

attending Wayne Street United Methodist Church in St. Marys. She was a former member of TWIGS volunteering at Van Wert 

county Hospital Thri ft Shop, and she enjoyed cooking and reading. Alspach -Gearhart Funeral Home and Crematory in Van Wert 

is handling the arrangements. Burial rites will be Friday at the funeral home and burial will be in Woodland Cemetery in Van 

Wert. Memorials may be made t o Grand Lake Hospice in St. Marys.  

 

BASSETT, Bonita M. Zink Bassett  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 28 January 2010)    

Bonita M. "Bonnie" Zink Bassett, age 64, of Wapakoneta, died Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2010, at St. Rita's Medical Cent er in Lima. 

She was born June 17, 1945, in Wapakoneta, a daughter of Raymond and Armella (Ellerbrock) Zink, who preceded her in death. 

On Aug. 28, 1976, she married Robert G. Bassett Jr., and he died April 18, 1990. She is survived by a son, Robert G. Bass ett III 

of Westerville; five siblings; numerous nieces, nephews and great nieces and great nephews. A Mass of Christian Burial will b e 

Saturday, at St. Joseph Catholic Church, Wapakoneta. Burial will follow in the St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery, Wapakoneta. 

Bayliff and Eley Funeral Home, St. Rt. 501, Wapakoneta is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed 

to St. Joseph Elementary School, St. Rita's Hospice, or the charity of the donor's choice.  

 

BATCH, Carol A. Batch  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Carol A. Batch, 63, of 711 Gordon Grove in St. Marys, OH died Saturday September 11, 2010 at JTDM Hospital in St. Marys, 

OH. She was bor n December 2, 1946 in Celina, OH to Edward and Mary (Hagaman) Bowsersock.  Survivors include 2 sons, James 

Elsass of St. Marys, OH; Carl (Carolyn) Davis of Claremore, OK; 2 daughters, Carolyn (Lonnie) Sheffield of Dayton, OH; Sherri  

(Gary) Batch of Claremor e, OK; 10 grandchildren; 1 great -grandson; 2 brothers, Edward (Catherine) Bowersock of Austin, TX; 

Dale Bowersock of St. Marys, OH; 2 sisters, Rhonda (Steve) Drummond of Gibsonton, FL; and Tina (Rick Craft) Wycuff of St. 

Marys, OH.  She was preceded in deat h by: parents, infant son Raymond Davis, Jr., grandson Thomas Pauls, and a niece Christina 

Rae Drummond. She was a graduate of Memorial High School in St. Marys.  She had worked as a cook at Rustic Haven at Grand 

Lake St. Marys for nearly 30 years.  She enjo yed reading, sitting by the lake and going to casinos.  A celebration of life service 

will be Wednesday September 15, 2010 at Rustic Haven Restaurant 00935 Koehn Road in St. Marys.  Arrangements are under 

the direction of Miller Funeral Home 1605 Celina Road  (Ohio 703 West) in St. Marys.  

 

BATEMAN, Robert E. Bateman, Jr.  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 2 December 2008)    

Robert E. "Bob" Bateman, Jr. age 44, of Wapakoneta, died Monday, Dec. 1, 2008, at St. Rita's Medical Center, Lima. He  was 

born Sept. 20, 1964, in Colorado Springs, CO, a son of Robert E. and Bonita (Kocerha) Bateman, Sr. His father survives in 

Thomasville, GA, and his mother and stepfather, Bonita (Earl) Rice survive in Colorado Springs. On Feb. 11, 2006, he married 

Tami L. Weidler Seem, and she survives. He is also survived by four stepdaughters, Crystal Seem, Amanda Seem, and Heather 

Seem, all of Wapakoneta, Jennifer (Mike) Irish of Toledo; two grandchildren, Kate and Jessica; three brothers, Daniel 

Bateman, David Bateman, and Anthony Rice, all of Colorado Springs, CO; 2 sisters, Evon Bateman and Alisiana Rice, both of 

Colorado Springs, CO; 4 nieces and 3 nephews. He was also preceded in death by an infant brother, Steven Bateman. He worked 

with the IRS, Colorado Springs . He was a member of the Harvest Baptist Church, Wapakoneta. Funeral services will be 

Thursday, at the Bayliff and Eley Funeral Home, Ohio 501, Wapakoneta. Burial is to follow in the Greenlawn Cemetery, 

Wapakoneta. Memorial contributions may be directed to  the family.  

 

BATES, Ruth Idajean Bates  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Ruth Idajean "Jean" Bates, age 87, of Celina, died February 5, 2011 at Coldwater Community Hospital. Born on December 22, 

1923, in St. Mary's, Jean was the daughter of the late William A. Bates and Ruth (Shelich) Bates. Jean was preceded in death 

by Patric ia Ann Bates, sister and Mary Ellen Bury, half -sister. Jean worked at Stokely Van Camp of Celina from 1949 -1970 and 

retired from C.B.S. Automotive of Celina, where she worked from 1970 -1990. Jean was a 1941 graduate of Celina High School. 

She was a member of Celina First Church of God. She was an avid golfer and a member of Northmoor Country Club. The funeral 



is at W.H. Dick & Sons - Hellwarth Funeral Home, Celina, with burial following at Elm Grove Cemetery, St. Mary's, on Tuesday, 

February 8, 2011. Memori al contributions may be made in Jean's memory to the donor's choice.  

 

BAUCHER, Lester E. Baucher  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 4 September 2009)    

Lester E. Baucher, age 85, 4228 Monroe Road, Celina, died Wednesday, Sept. 2, 2009 , at Joint Township District Memorial 

Hospital in St. Marys. He was born on April 12, 1924, in Coldwater, a son to the late Joseph and Frances (Thees) Baucher. On 

June 1, 1946, he married Florence Alice Buck, who survives in Celina. He is also survived by two sons and daughters - in- law, 

Richard Leroy (Patricia) Baucher of Celina, David (Norma) Baucher of Celina; three daughters and sons -in- law, Sharon (Jerry) 

Garman of Coldwater, Susan Christina Hagen of Grand Rapids, MI, Sandra (Lt. Colonel Kevin Stevens) o f Florence, TX; 17 

grandchildren and 15 greatgrandchildren. He was preceded in death by his son -in- law Christian Hagen. He served his country in 

the U. S. Army during World War II at Normandy. Funeral services will be Saturday, at the Lehman -Hogenkamp Dzendzel 

Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in Swamp College Cemetery in Celina with military honors. American Legion and VFW 

membership services will be held. Memorial contributions may be made to State of the Heart Home Health and Hospice.  

 

BAUCHER, Lynne M. Baucher  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 7 October 

2016)           

Lynne M. Baucher, age 63, a native of Celina, passed away Friday, October 7, 2016 at the State of the Hea rt Hospice Care 

Center at Wayne Hospital in Greenville. She was born December 27, 1952 in Celina to the late Ralph Edward & Mary Helen 

(Smith) Baucher. She is survived by a brother and his wife, Barry and Trish Baucher of Celina, and many nieces and nephew s. 

Preceding her in death was a brother, Jerry King, and a sister, Betty Jean Parr. For over twenty years, Lynne lived and worke d 

at the Union Christel Manor residential facility. Lynne enjoyed long car rides and riding the bus at Union Christel Manor. Fu neral 

Services will be Thursday, October 13th at W.H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will be at Mercer Memory 

Gardens, Celina. Memorial Contributions may be made to the donor's choice.  

 

BAUCHER, Patricia A. Baucher  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Patricia A. Baucher, age 67, of Celina, died Tuesday, January 10, 2012 at St. Rita's Medical Center in Lima. Born May 24, 194 4 in 

Celina, Pat was the daughter of the  late Ed & Ruth (Gray) Garman. Patricia and Paul D. Baucher were married on May 25, 1963, 

and he survives, along with a son: Scott Baucher of Celina; 2 daughters, Kelly (Doug) Speers of Dayton and Michelle Sutter of  

Celina; 4 grandchildren: Ashley (Curtis)  Thees, Nathaniel Baucher, and Andy & Tony Sutter and a great grandson, Brendan 

Thees.  Also surviving are 1 brother: Jerry (Sharon) Garman of Coldwater and 1 sister: Janice (Jeff) Tincher of Celina. Patri cia 

was a homemaker and had worked for a few years as an Aide at Briarwood Manor Nursing Home in Coldwater. She was a 

graduate of Celina High School and had attended St. John Lutheran Church in Celina. Pat's favorite pastime was reading, she 

had collected hundreds of books. Services will be Saturday, Janua ry 14 at the Funeral Home. Burial will follow at Mercer 

Memory Gardens, Celina. Memorial Contributions may be made to: The American Lung Association.  

 

BAUER, Kenneth F. Bauer  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 10 November 2011) 

Kenneth F. Bauer, age 76, of Heritage Manor, Minster, formerly of Botkins, died Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2011, at Joint Township 

District Memorial Hospital. He was born on Aug. 3, 1935, in Botkins, the son of Leo A. and Leona (Reickert) Bauer, and they 

preceded him in de ath. He is survived by several cousins, including his caregivers. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Saturday at 

the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Botkins. Burial is to follow in the Immaculate Conception Cemetery in Botkins. 

Bayliff & Eley Fune ral Home, State Route 501 in Wapakoneta handled the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be 

directed to the Heritage Manor Activity Fund.  

 

BAUER, Larry R. Bauer  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 2 March 2010)   

Larry R Bauer, age 7 1, of Manchester, died Feb. 28, 2010, at Community Medical Center, Toms River. He was born in 

Spencerville and had lived in Morristown for 10 years before moving to Manchester 10 years ago. He is survived by his wife of  

25 years, Carol Diehl -Bauer; his sons, Jeff (Barbara) of Parlin, Scott of Phoenix; four stepchildren, Kenny (Marybeth) Diehl of 

Middlesex, Jeffrey (Maricar) Diehl, Susan (Tony) Bell of Frelinghuysen, Peter Diehl of Evergreen, CO, sister Lorene Metz of S t 

Marys and grandchildren, Timothy and Sean Diehl. He was preceded in death by his first wife Denese Cline Bauer in 1983. He 

worked as a packaging engineer for 25 years for Avon in New Bauer York City and then 10 years as a Sales Representative for 

Carr -Lowrey Glass Co. in Baltimore, MD, before  retiring in 2004. He served in the Air Force from 1956 to 1960 and graduated 

from Miami University in Oxford, in 1963. He enjoyed woodcarving, saltwater fishing, bird watching, gardening and spending 



time with his grandchildren. Funeral Services will be a t Oliverie Funeral Home 2925 Ridgeway Rd Manchester with interment to 

follow at Bound Brook Cemetery, Bound Brook. In lieu of flowers please make your donations to the Lung Cancer Research 

Foundation 845 Third Avenue, 6th Floor, New York, NY 10022.  

 

BAUER, Louis Andrew Bauer  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð March 20, 2013 ) 

Louis Andrew Bauer, age 78, of 1101 Larkspur Lane in Celina, passed away Monday, March 18, 2013, at the Mercer County 

Community Hospital in Coldwater. He was born on  Oct. 30, 1934, in Dover, to the late Louis and Mary (Roesch) Bauer. On May 

30, 1959, he married Joanne Bigler, who lives in Celina. He is also survived by his 4 children, Brian Louis (Michelle) Bauer of 

Dover, Kelly (Dr. Philip) Masser of Celina, Jennifer  (Gregory) Heft of Bellbrook and Cathy Villacis of Cranberry Township, PA; 8 

grandchildren; and 1 brother and sister - in-law. Louis served his country in the U.S. Army and was stationed in Japan. A Memorial 

Mass of Christian Burial will be Friday at the Imm aculate Conception  Catholic Church in Celina. Interment will be Saturday at 

the Calvary Cemetery in Dover. Memorial contributions may be made to the American Diabetes Association or the charity of 

your choice.  

 

BAUER, Opal Bauer  

(Abstracted from the Evenin g Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 8 November 2010)   

Opal Bauer, age 100, of New Knoxville, died Friday, Nov. 5, 2010, at her son -in- law's residence in Celina. She was born on Aug.17, 

1910, in Mercer County, the daughter of LeRoy and Jaunita (Grace) Sheets, and they preceded her in death. She is survived by 

her son-in- law; several nieces and nephews. She was also preceded in death by her daughter; her four brothers and her sister -

in- law. Funeral services will be today at Cisco Funeral Home, Celina. Burial will be  held at Mendon Cemetery.  

 

BAUGHMAN, Eugene L. Baughman  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Former St. Marys resident Eugene L. "Skip" Baughman, age 76, 6139 Glen Village Drive, Dublin, died Aug. 25, 2006 at the 

Hospice of Northwest Ohio, following a stroke. He was born Jan. 11, 1930, in Cleveland, to Charles and Marie Stell Baughman. He 

married Mary Campbell on Aug. 16, 1952 and she died on Nov. 3, 2004. Surviving are three daughters: Deborah (David) Stroh, of 

Upper Arlington; Sandy (David) Hausfeld, of Sylvania; Angela Manarolla, of Jackson, MI; 3 sisters: Nona (Art) Jones, of 

Painesville; Charlene (John) Thur, of Richmond Heights; Edna Blackie, of Madison; a sister - in-law, Lou Baughman, of Painesville; 

and 7 grandchildren. He was preceded in death by an infant son, Charles; two brothers, Bob Fedell and Charles Baughman; and a  

sister, Marian Alve ra. A 1948 graduate of Willoughby High School and a graduate of Ohio Northern University, he served with 

the U. S. Army. He was a teacher and coach, having first taught at Hardin Northern Schools and then at Memorial High School, 

St. Marys. He coached high  school football at St. Marys for 36 years. A former member of Holy Rosary Catholic Church, he was 

a member of Saint Brigid of Kildare Catholic Church, Dublin. He was a member of the ONU Alumni Association, the Ohio 

Northern University Hall of Fame, the Oh io Football Coaches Hall of Fame and the Ohio Football Coaches Association. Funeral 

Mass will be Monday at Holy Rosary Catholic Church. Burial will follow at Gethsemane Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be 

directed to The Tommy Howard Scholarship Fund, Hospice of Northwest Ohio or to the Skip Baughman Scholarship Fund.  

 

BAUMANN, Harold J. Baumann  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð September 24, 2013 ) 

Harold J. Baumann, age 75, of Kenmore,  NY, a retired Buffalo school teacher, died on  Thursday, Sept. 20, 2013, in hospice, at 

the Beechwood residence. He was the first student from Regis High School to attend Canisius College. He began his career with  

Sears in the credit department and then decided teaching was the job for him. He spent 3 0 years with the Buffalo Board of 

Education as a teacher and a truant (attendance) officer. He was a member of the school masters association and the Tuesday 

Morning Retired Attendance Teachers Breakfast Club. Upon retiring from teaching, he worked part - ti me at the Brighton Golf 

Course. As the golfers know, he was an avid reader, always with a book close by. Mr. Baumann was a parishioner of St. Paulõs 

Church in Kenmore, N.Y. He was a member of the St. Paulõs Holy Name Society. Survivors include his wife of 53 years, the 

former Barbara Starck; 3 sons, H. Joseph (Kathleen), Michael (Angela) and Gary (Lynn) Baumann; 2 daughters, Deborah (John) 

Zwez and Donna (Steven) Nicholas; 10 grandchildren, David, Derrick, Nathaniel, Alex, Jeremy, Michael, Noah, Eric, Julia  and 

Lily; 4 great -grandchildren; a brother, Raymond (Mary) Baumann; and a sister, Dolores (Fred) Schurr and the late Ethel (late 

Frank) Eckert; also survived by many nieces and nephews. A Mass of Christian Burial was today at St. Paulõs Church, 33 Victoria 

Blvd., Kenmore, NY. Entombment will be at Mount Olivet Cemetery in Tonawanda, N.Y. D. Lawrence Ginnane Funeral Home, 3215 

Delaware Ave., Kenmore was in charge of the arrangements.  

 

BAUMER, Eileen T. Baumer  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 10 January 2009)    



Eileen T. Baumer, age 84, 665 E. Fourth St., Minster, died Friday, Jan. 9, 2009, at St. Rita's Medical Center. She was born 

Sept. 10, 1924, in Wapakoneta, a daughter of George Eisert and Minnie E. (Wehrle) Eisert, and they preced ed her in death. On 

May 19, 1947, she married Irwin R. Baumer of Minster in St. Joseph Catholic Church in Wapakoneta. She is survived by three 

children, Daniel (Catherine) Baumer of Sebring, FL, Linda Baumer of Minster, Beth (Jim) Hinker of Minster; six gr andchildren 

and four great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by four brothers and two sisters. A Mass of Christian Burial will be 

Tuesday, at St. Augustine Catholic Church. Burial will take place in St. Augustine Cemetery in Minster. Hogenkamp Funer al Home 

is handling the arrangements. Memorials may be directed to Minster Area Life Squad.  

 

BAUMER, Irwin R. Baumer  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð November 8, 2011 ) 

Irwin R. òSparkyó Baumer, age 88, formerly of East Fourth Street, Minster, a resident of Otterbein St. Marys, died Sunday, 

Nov. 6, 2011, at Joint Township District Memorial Hospital. He was born on May 26, 1923, in Minster, to Bernard and Bernadine  

(Sextro) Baumer, and they preceded him in death. On May 19, 1947, in Wap akoneta, he married Eileen T. Eisert, and she 

preceded him in death on Jan. 9, 2009. He is survived by his children, Daniel (Catherine) Baumer of Orlando, FL, Linda Baumer  

of Minster and Beth (Jim) Hinker of Minster; 6 grandchildren; 7 great -grandchildren;  and 1 sister. He was preceded in death by 

two brothers; and a sister. He was a veteran of the U.S. Army, having served in World War II in Europe. A Mass of Christian 

Burial will be Thursday at St. Augustine Church in Minster. Burial will follow at St. Aug ustine Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral 

Home in Minster is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to Otterbein St. Marys Life Enrichment 

Center.  

 

BAUMER, Mary Ann Baumer  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 12 January 20 10)    

Mary Ann Baumer, age 83, of Minster, died Monday, Jan. 11, 2010, at Heritage Manor Nursing Home in Minster. She was born 

July 14, 1926, in Osgood, a daughter to the late Frank Poeppelman and the late Anna (Winner) Poeppelman. On July 16, 1949, sh e 

married Victor Baumer in Osgood, he survives in Minster. She is also survived by her children, JoAnn (Gene) Jubinski of Dublin , 

Jerry (Phyllis) Baumer of Minster, Vicki (Ed) Stangel of Bellbrook, Cris (Roy) Brookhart of Cary, NC, Patty (Greg) King of 

Rochester, MN Ben (Jill) Baumer of Minster; two brothers; five sisters; a brother - in- law and 16 grandchildren. She was 

preceded in death by three sisters and a brother. Arrangements are being handled by N. J. Hogenkamp Sons, Inc., 61 S. 

Hanover St., Minster. A M ass of Christian Burial will be Thursday at St. Augustine Catholic Church. Interment will be at St. 

Augustine Cemetery in Minster. Memorials may be made to the Auglaize County Crippled Children and Adults.  

 

BAXTER, Norma Jean Baxter  

(Abstracted from the Ev ening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 28 March 2016)    

Norma Jean Baxter, age 87, of Fairview Heights, IL, died Tuesday, March 22, 2016, at her Fairview Heights, IL 

residence.  Although relocating many times throughout her life, she considered her residence of o ver 50 years at 422 Lima, 

Aurora, CO, to be "home." She was born on Jan. 15, 1929, in Akron to Wilbur D. and Eva E. (Osborn) Mouse.  On Oct. 7, 1951, she 

married Robert C. Baxter of St. Marys, who died on Feb. 20, 1991. She is survived by 2 daughters, Dawn K. Wexler of Colorado 

Springs, CO, and Jill B. Gerber of Glendora, CA; by 2 sons Keith R. Baxter of Savannah, GA, and Brent R. Baxter of Fairview 

Heights, IL; by 15 grandchildren Amber, Arianna, Elise, Jesse, Josiah, Nicholas, Schuyler and Suzanna Baxter; Tristan 

Gerber;  Lindsey (Baxter) Kepley; Gabriel, Grace, Samuel, and Shaina Wexler, and Alyssa (Baxter) Wheeler. Mrs. Baxter was a 

1947 graduate of Memorial High School in St. Marys and a 1950 graduate of Bowling Green State University.  She worked at 

Goodyear-St. Marys for six years during and after high school and then dedicated her life to being a full - time wife, homemaker 

and mother.  She was a long-time member of First Presbyterian Church of Aurora, CO, where she actively participated in choir 

and numerous Bible studies.   Services are scheduled to be at Miller ð Long & Folk Funeral Home (314 W. High St. Chapel) in St. 

Marys. Burial will follow at Elm Grove Cemetery in St. Marys.  

 

BAYER, Dorothy Bayer  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation  Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/ ) 

Dorothy Bayer, age 92, of Saint Marys, died Monday, October 27, 2014, at Joint Township District Memorial Hospital in Saint 

Marys. Funeral arrangements are being completed with the Miller Funeral Home in Saint Marys.  

 

BAYER, Marvin Bayer  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfunera lhomes.net/)  

Marvin Bayer died peacefully on July 8, 2009 with his wife of 63 years, Dorothy at his side. He was preceded in death by his 

son, Nicholas, and is survived by his wife Dorothy, his 3 children, Michael of Georgetown, DC, Nancy Jacobs of Warrent on, VA, 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/


and Thomas of Leesburg, VA, as well as his only surviving brother, Bernard Bayer, of Dayton, OH. He is also survived by 7 

grandchildren and numerous relatives who will miss his gentle and kind presence in their lives.  Marvin was born in Covington, KY 

on October 17, 1920 to Elmer and Loretta Bayer and was later a proud graduate of Chaminade High School in Dayton, OH where 

he excelled at many sports. In June, 1942 he enlisted in the US Army Paratroopers and served with distinction in the legendar y 

"Devils in Baggy Pants": the 504 th  Parachute Infantry Regiment of the celebrated 82 nd All American Airborne Division. He had 

three combat parachute jumps: Italy, Sicily and Market -Garden (The Bridge Too Far). He fought in North Africa, Sicily, Italy, 

the Neth erlands  and participated in the rescue of the encircled US Forces in the Battle of the Bulge. In the 504th's drive to 

Berlin, he participated in the liberation of a Nazi concentration camp at Wobelein. For his war time service he was awarded t he 

Bronze Sta r, the Good Conduct Medal, the European and American Campaign Medals, the World War Victory Medal and the 

Army of Occupation Medal. He also earned the Combat Infantry Badge, as well as, his most proud possession, his Parachute 

Jump Wings.  As the 504th had served the most combat time in the European Theater, Marvin was one of the first to return 

home in the fall of 1945. That New Years Eve he and Dorothy shared their first of many dates. They were soon to wed and 

move to St. Marys and Marvin's first business  venture, the Varsity Lanes. He soon outgrew that first site and in the subsequent 

years he was to move his businesses twice, to ever larger establishments. At each he pioneered the latest in technology which  

drew many new participants to the sport. This l ong time ownership of Varsity Lanes also made him a fixture in the community. 

His public service began with the Community Public Library Board where he volunteered countless hours. He later donated to 

the City of St Marys the land containing the site of th e original 1790s Fort St Marys, which enabled the City to preserve the 

site as a community park. Later still he was selected by the Secretary of the Army to be a Civilian Aide for Northern Ohio. H is 

tireless work in this position culminated in 2001 when he  was bestowed the Department of the Army's Outstanding Civilian 

Service Medal. His energy was boundless, and many area residents remember his participation in local ò10k runsó while he was 

well in his 60's. Despite having seen the worst that mankind was ca pable of in the War, Marvin retained a deep and abiding faith 

in the basic goodness of people and treated everyone he met with consummate dignity and kindness. Those values he bestowed 

to his family as well as his deep Catholic faith; both sustained him an d were at the core of his being. His deep affection for his 

family, his parish and his community has been reciprocated many times over and are a great source of comfort to his family an d 

friends at this time. In lieu of flowers the family requests donation s in his name to the Community Public Library or Holy Rosary 

Catholic School, both in Saint Marys, Ohio.  Mass of Christian Burial will be Monday, July 13, 2009, at Holy Rosary Catholic 

Church, Saint Marys. Burial will follow at Gethsemane Cemetery.  

 

BAYER, Nicholas Bayer  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Nicholas Bayer, 54, of 20511 Shadyside Way, Germantown, Maryland, died Monday, August 13, 2007 at Georgetown University 

Hospital, Washington, DC.  He was born December 14, 1953, in St. Marys, the son of Marvin and Dorothy (Peters) Bayer. They 

survive in St. Marys.  He is also survived by two brothers Michael (Barbara) Bayer of Washington DC; Thomas (Bria na) Bayer of 

Leesburg, VA; by one sister, Nancy (Bob) Jacobs of Warrenton, VA and their families and many devoted and loving cousins.  Nick 

graduate from Saint Marys Memorial High School in 1971 and earned an undergraduate degree from The Ohio State Univers ity 

and a Masters degree from the University of Maryland. Nick worked as an accountant in the financial department at the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in Germantown, MD. Through his dedication and hard work his branch 

often receiv ed the highest evaluations.  Nick will be remembered for his wry sense of humor, his unfailing courtesy to others 

and his total devotion to and affection for his immediate and extended family.  Mass of Christian burial will be Saturday, August 

18, 2007, at Holy Rosary Catholic Church, St. Marys. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that memorial donations be made to t he 

St Marys Public Library or to the Holy Rosary School Fund.  The family is bein g served by Miller Funeral Home, 1605 Celina 

Road, St. Marys, Ohio.  

 

BAYHAM, Cecelia Bochenek Bayham  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Cecelia òCealó (Bochenek) Bayham, 83, of 04370 Poppe Road, St. Marys, Ohio, and formerly of Dayton, died Friday, October 3, 

2008, at her residence. She was born March 3, 1925, in Dayton, the daughter of Alexander and Marianna (Sikiewicz) Bochenek. 

She married Robert Bayha m on January 5, 1946; he survives at the residence. She is also survived by her 13 children: Edward 

(Beverly) Bayham of Ladue, MO; Cynthia (Bill) Newlin of Kettering; Dennis Bayham of Dayton; Sandra (Bill) Evanoff of Zionsvil le, 

IN; Marilyn (Bill) Stewart of Fairborn; Andrew (Amee) Bayham of Louisville, OH; Cecelia Pechler of St. Marys; Loretta 

(Subhash) Verma of Mason; Margie (Doug) Whitling of St. Marys; Paul (Annette) Bayham of St. Marys; Raymond (Helen) Bayham 

of Ypsilanti, MI; Teresa Young of Parkton, MD; Robert (Tammy) Bayham of OôFallon, IL; by 38 grandchildren; 11 great-

grandchildren; by one brother, Francis Bochenek of Troy, OH; by 2 sisters: Phyllis Palmer and Florentine Brzozowski, both of 

Dayton. Also, half -siblings: Frank Slavik, Dorothy Reid, V icki Graf, Alice Pavey, Linda Myers. Preceded in death by her parents, a 

son Patrick Bayham in 1968, sisters: Sophia Plummer, Josephine Ivory, Elizabeth Bochenek, Veronica Bochenek, Mary Louise 



August; brothers: Henry Bochenek, Adolph Bochenek, and Ralph B ochenek.  Ceal was a wonderful mother and wife. She had 

worked assembling machine guns in Dayton during WWII and also as a messenger at WPAFB; she had done private duty care for 

the elderly, and worked at Kuckõs Turkey Farm in New Knoxville. She was a member of Holy Rosary Catholic Church in St. Marys 

for 36 years; she had previously belonged to Our Lady Of the Rosary Catholic Church in Dayton. She was a member of American 

Legion Post #444 Auxiliary in New Knoxville, Gold Star Mothers, Twigs at Childrenõs Medical Center in Dayton, Auglaize Co. 

Historical society and the altar -rosary sodality of the Holy Rosary Church. Her interests included: babysitting her 

grandchildren, traveling, collecting buttons and dolls, attending auctions and garage sales, searching  for arrowheads, ceramics, 

bingo, crocheting, bird -watching, singing and whistling. Mass of Christian Burial will be Thursday, October 9, 2008, at Holy 

Rosary Catholic Church in St. Marys. Burial will follow at Calvary Cemetery, Dayton.  

 

BAYHAM, Robert J. Bayham 

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Robert J. Bayham, 95, of 04370 Poppe Road, Saint Marys, died Monday, August 15, 2011, at his residence.  He was born March 

14, 1916, in Dayton, OH, the son of Frank and Flora (Hobler) Bayham. He married Cecilia M. Bochenek on January 5, 1946 and 

she preceded him in death on October 3, 2008.  He is survived by his 13 children: Edward (Beverly) Bayham of St. Louis, MO; 

Cynthia (William) Newlin of Dayton; Dennis Bayham of Dayton; Sandra (William) Evanoff of Indianapolis; Marilyn (William) 

Stewart of Fairborn, OH; Andrew (Amee) Bayham of Louisville, OH; Cecilia Pechler of Huber Heights, OH; Loretta (Suhbash) 

Verma of Mason , OH; Margie (Doug) Whitling of Saint Marys; Paul (Annette) Bayham of Saint Marys; Ray (Helen) Bayham of 

Ypsilanti, MI; Teresa Young of Parkton, MD; Robert (Tammy) Bayham of Saint Marys; also survived by 38 grandchildren and 19 

great -grandchildren.  Bob was preceded in death by his parents and a son, Patrick Bayham.He was a retired veteran of the 

United States Air Force and a Pearl Harbor Survivor. He graduated from Kiser High School in Dayton. He was a member of Holy 

Rosary Catholic Church in Saint Marys, a nd Honorary Life Member and a past Grand Knight of Council #1592, Knights of 

Columbus. He was a life member and past commander of American Legion Post 44, in New Knoxville; a life member of VFW Post 

9289 in Saint Marys. He was a life member and Ohio State Chairman, Emeritus, of the Pearl Harbor Survivors Assocation in 

Dayton. In 1972 he moved his family to a little farm just south of Saint Marys along the Miami -Erie Canal, where he raised 

chickens and rabbits. He was an avid reader.  Mass of Christian Burial  will be Friday, August 19, 2011, at Holy Rosary Catholic 

Church in Saint Marys. Burial, with full military rites, will follow at 11:45 A.M. at Calvary Cemetery in Dayton.  Memorial 

donations may be directed to Holy Rosary School Library in Saint Marys, to purchase reading books for the students.  

 

BAYLESS, Glenn W. Bayless  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Glenn W. Bayless, 82, of 71 Southmoor Shores Drive , St. Marys, OH and formerly of Dayton, OH died Sunday, December 14, 

2008 at Joint Township Hospital in St. Marys, OH. He was born July 3, 1926 in Dayton, OH, the son of Glenn and Mildred 

(Lambers) Bayless. He married Edwina Ridenour on September 27, 1947;  she preceded him in death on September 15, 1990. He 

is survived by his three children: 2 sons, Glenn (Maureen) Bayless of Elyria, OH; T. Bruce Bayless of Dayton, OH; 1 daughter,  

Katheryn Bayless of St. Marys, OH; 2 grandchildren:   Glenn Bayless of Elyria,  OH and Scott Bayless of Botkins, OH; and 1 

great -granddaughter, Lillian Bayless. He was preceded in death by his parents, by one brother, Hal Andrew Bayless and by one 

sister, Nancy Bayless. He graduated from Stivers High School in 1944 and attended Otter bein College.  Glenn was a veteran of 

the United States Navy, having served during WWII.   He retired from the United States Postal Service in Philadelphia.   He 

enjoyed duck hunting, trains and steam engines, big band music and living on Grand Lake St. Mary s. He was a member of Horace 

A. Irvin Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons #647 in Dayton, OH. Private family funeral rites will be held.   In lieu of flowers, the 

family requests that memorial donations be made to Agape Ministries in St. Marys, OH in care of Mi ller Funeral Home, 1605 

Celina Road, St. Marys, OH 45885.  

 

BAYMAN, Jack Willard Bayman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð August 30, 2011 )   

Jack Willard Bayman, age 75, of Luverne, AL, formerly of St. Marys, died Saturday, Aug. 27, 2011, following an extended illne ss. 

He was born on Dec. 7, 1935, to Lucille (Cowhick) and George Bayman, and they preceded him in death. He is survived by his 

wife , Mamie (Russell) Bayman; his children, Brenda Bayman (Dave Whetstone) of St. Marys, Duane (Bonnie) Bayman, Carolyn 

Bayman, Scott (Melanie) Bayman, and Kurt (Ruth) Bayman, all four of Luverne, AL; his siblings, Roberta Schoenherr of Utah, 

Michael Bayman of  St. Marys, Pay Bayman of New Knoxville and Diane Zimmerman of California; 5 grandchildren; and 2 great -

grandchildren. He was preceded in death by three brothers, John Bayman, James Bayman Sr. and Gary Bayman. He was a 

veteran of the U.S. Army National Gua rd. Funeral services will be Wednesday at Green Hills Funeral Home, 1621 South U.S. 29, 

Troy, AL, 36079. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be directed to the funeral home.  



 

BAYMAN, Shirley Ann Bayman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. M arys, Ohio ð 2 November 2016)    

Shirley Ann Bayman, age 84, of Luverne, AL, formerly of Wapakoneta, died on Saturday, Oct. 29, 2016, at the Luverne Health & 

Rehab Center, Luverne, AL. She was born on Aug. 9, 1932, in Wapakoneta, the daughter of Philip and  Edna Mabel (Snyder) 

Rensch, who preceded her in death. On Dec. 26, 1953, she married John T. Bayman, and he died on April 28, 1979. Survivors 

include two children, Kimberly Bayman Pfenning Wiggins and Philip George (Kay Winemiller) Bayman; her grandchildr en: Justin 

Pfenning; Candice Pfenning; Jeremy Bayman; Jacqueline Bayman; and Josh Bayman and her great grandchildren Andrew Pfenning 

and Dylan Pfenning. She was preceded in death by a brother P. Warren Rensch. Shirley had worked at Miller's Laundry, 

Wapakoneta. She was also a very active member of St. Mark's Lutheran Church, Wapakoneta. Funeral services will be Saturday 

at the Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, 1102 Lincoln Ave., (St. Rt. 501) Wapakoneta. Burial is to follow in the Greenlawn Cemeter y, 

Wapakoneta. Memorial contributions may be directed to the charity of the donor's choice.  

 

BAYS, Johnny R. Bays  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 20 October 2009)    

Johnny R. Bays, age 48, of Wapakoneta died Saturday, Oct. 17, 2009, at St. Rita's  Medical Center, Lima. He was born July 21, 

1961, in Adrian, MI, a son of Donald R. and Marjorie (Newland) Bays, who preceded him in death. On July 16, 1988, he married 

Hollie R. Wheaton, and she survives. He is also survived by four brothers, Robin (Val) Bays of Adrian, MI, Victor Bays and 

Brenda Cougar, W V, Garry Bays, Albert (Lynn) Cramer, KY; mother - in- law, Kay Winkler of Wapakoneta; brothers - in- law and 

sister - in- law, Marrisa (Doug) Lhamon of Sidney, Rusty Wheaton of Wapakoneta; numerous nieces, nephew s and cousins. He 

retired from J. B. Tool Co., Wapakoneta, as a robotic welder and foreman, and had also worked at Meadow Gold Dairy, Lima. He 

enjoyed fishing and playing pool. Funeral services will be Thursday, at the Bayliff and Eley Funeral Home, St. Rt . 501, 

Wapakoneta. Burial will be at a later date in the Resthaven Memory Gardens. Memorial contributions may be directed to the 

family.  

 

BEACH, Ida Beach  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon,  Ohio, 3 May 2017)           

Ida òJerrieó Beach, a resident of rural Montezuma, was born July 25, 1921 in the Berne area of Adams County, IN, to the late 

Dewey C. & Frances N. (Bevington) Butler. She passed away Wednesday, May 3, 2017 at her residence.  Je rrie married Jimmie 

James on December 29, 1943, and he preceded her in death on March 11, 1968. She later married William òShortyó Beach on 

August 16, 1986, and he died February 25, 2007. A sister, Carol Lacy, survives in Celina, along with many nieces, ne phews, great 

nieces & nephews and great -great nieces & nephews, including Carol òLittle Caroló Longsworth and Phyllis Dabe, both of Celina.  

Preceding her in death was a sister, Alvina Brandt and two brothers, Johnie Butler and Harold Butler. Jerrie attend ed country 

schools in the Berne and Fort Wayne areas of Indiana, then in Ohio, as her family lived in various locales. She retired from the 

Huffy Bicycle plant in Celina after 28 years of service. Jerrie was a member of Abounding Grace Ministries, and a fo rmer 

member of the Moose and VFW, all in Celina. In her younger years, she was active in Celina bowling leagues. Jerrie enjoyed do ing 

word search puzzles, and her most recent pastime, which was completing intricate designs in adult coloring books.  A memor ial 

service will be Sunday, May 21st at Abounding Grace Church, Celina. Burial will be at Burdge Cemetery, Montezuma.  Memorial 

Contributions may be made to State of the Heart Hospice Care or to the family.  

 

BEACOM, Valeria Jean Beacom  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Valeria Jean Beacom, age 97, of Celina, a former Wapakoneta resident, died Thursday, March 4, 2010, at Celina Manor Nursing 

Home. She was born July 19, 1912, in Antw erp, a daughter to William B. and Dora E. (Overymeyer) Matzen.  In 1946, she married 

Matthew Myron Beacom, he preceded her in death in 1987.  She is survived by a daughter, Donna (Michael) Gehm of Celina; a 

step -daughter, Hazel Sanner of St. Marys; 1 broth er; 1 sister; 5 grandchildren; 7 great -grandchildren; 3 great -great -

grandchildren. She was preceded in death by two sons, Richard and Donald Matzen; three brothers; and five sisters. Funeral 

services will be Monday at W. H. Dick and Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home in Celina.  Burial will take place at Kalida Cemetery near 

Kalida.  Memorial contributions may be directed to State of the Heart Home Health and Hospice.  

 

BEAGLE, Adrian Clay Beagle  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/ )    

Adrian Clay Beagle, 65, of St. Marys, OH, died Sunday, June 23, 2 013 at his residence. He was born February 13, 1948 in Mt. 

Olivet, KY to William and Gertrude (Derossett) Beagle. On July 14, 1980 in Jellico, TN he married Judy Orick, who died 

October 11, 2011. He is survived by 1 son, Michael (Shawnia) Beagle of Carlisl e, KY; 1 step-daughter, Vera (Bill) Case of St. 

Marys, OH; numerous grandchildren and great -grandchildren; 3 brothers, Gilbert Beagle of Wichita Falls, TX; Charles Eugene 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/


(Kathy) Beagle of Zephyrhills, FL; Bruce Beagle of Richmond, KY; 3 sisters, Ruby Eile en Little  of Clay City, KY; Martha Rae 

(Richard) Fry of Wichita Falls, TX; Debbie (Jesse) Stokley of Clay City, KY. He was preceded in death by his parents, William  

and Gertrude Beagle; wife, Judy Beagle; son, Mark Beagle; 4 brothers, Russell Beagle, Willi e D. Smith, William Beagle, James 

Beagle; and 1 sister, Cora Elizabeth Smith.  He was a veteran of the United States Army, having served during the Viet Nam 

era. He was a production employee for Veyance Corp. in St. Marys, where he repaired conveyor belts.   He was a member of the 

Masonic Lodge in Spencerville, OH.  Services are scheduled Friday June 28, 2013 at Miller Funeral Home 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 

703 West Chapel) in St. Marys. Burial, with graveside military honors, will follow at Elm Grove Cemetery i n St. Marys.   

 

BEAGLE, Judy Beagle  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Judy Beagle, 66, of 907 Columbia Street in St. Marys, OH died Tuesday October 11, 20 11 at Lima Memorial Health System. She 

was born January 9, 1945 in Pruden, TN to Elvin and Mary (Adkins) Orick. On July 14, 1980 in Jellico, TN she married Adrian 

Clay Beagle, who survives. She is also survived by 6 grandchildren; 2 great -grandchildren; 1 brother, Verlin (Janie) Orick of St. 

Marys, OH; 2 sisters, Pearl Walker; Evelyn (Hewil) Teague both of St. Marys, OH; and 1 brother - in- law, Donald Schell   of St. 

Marys, OH.  She was preceded in death by her parents; 13 siblings; 2 sons, Mark Beagle; and Mi chael Beagle. She was a 

homemaker. Her favorite pastimes included playing bingo, attending yard sales, and collecting rose memorabilia. Rites are 

scheduled Friday October 14, 2011 at Miller Funeral Home 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 West Chapel) in St. Marys.  Burial will 

follow at the Elm Grove Cemetery in St. Marys.  

 

BEAIR, Kenneth Ellis Beair Sr.  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 2 October 2012)  

Kenneth Ellis Beair Sr., 87, of Sidney, passed away on Sunday, Sept. 30, 2012. He was born on  April 15, 1925, in Piqua, to Samuel 

L. Beair and Lena (Ellis), the third of three children, and they preceded him in death. He is survived by his son, Kenneth E.  Beair 

Jr. of Sidney; four daughters, Kristen (Arthur) Bodiker of Dayton, Katrina (Jeff) Bower sock of St. Marys, Karen (Lee) Tingley 

of Sidney and Rachel (Gary) Hale of Sidney; 11 grandchildren; nine great -grandchildren and two nieces. Kenneth was preceded in 

death by his wife, Anne M. (Puckett); a brother, Donald R. Beair and a sister, Leona (Beai r) Byers. Kenneth served in the U.S. 

Navy during World War II aboard the U.S.S. Swening as an engine room mechanic and gunner's mate in both the Atlantic and 

Pacific theaters. He was a life member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. Ken also served as Scout m aster for Boy Scout Troop 

188 at the First United Methodist Church of Sidney. Later he retired from a career as a master plumber. He enjoyed the 

outdoors, animals, playing cards, square dancing and time with his family. Funeral services will be Friday at t he Adams Funeral 

Home, 1401 Fair Road, Sidney. Burial with full military honors will follow at Glenn Cemetery in Port Jefferson. In lieu of fl owers, 

donations may be made to Wilson Hospice, 1081 Fairington Drive, Sidney, Ohio, 45365, in Kenneth's memory.  

 

BEAM, Virgil E. Beam  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð March 13, 2013 ) 

Virgil E. Beam, age 76, of Wapakoneta, died Monday, March 11, 2013, at his residence, surrounded by his family. He was born o n 

Jan. 5, 1937, in Belmore, the son of Fred W. and Doris (Newell) Beam, who preceded him in death.   On Oct. 22, 1960, he 

married Joyce B. Fortman, and she survives. Other survivors include 4 children, Douglas W. Beam, of Wapakoneta, Laurie A. 

(Michael) Byer, of St. Marys, Debra J. (Frank) Oen,  of Cridersville and Michael A. Beam, of Wapakoneta; 8 grandchildren, 

Jenifer (Gary) Beebe, Jessica Oen, Kelly Byer, Nathan Oen, Jonathon Beam, Sarah Byer, Randall Oen, and Dinah Oen; a sister, 

Betty (William) Griffith, of Leipsic; and 1 sister - in- law, Nancy Beam, of Avon Lake. He was preceded in death by a grandchild, 

Carrie Oen, and a brother, Arthur Beam. Virgil retired as foreman of the truss department at Hoge Lumber, New Knoxville. 

Prior to that, he had worked at Auglaize Lumber Co. He was a member of  Salem United Methodist Church, where he was a lay 

speaker, a former Sunday school teacher, and sang in the church choir for 52 years.   A 1955 graduate of Leipsic High School, 

he was salutatorian of his class, played football and was a member of the track team. He attended Bowling Green State 

University and the University of Toledo and studied electrical engineering. He was a member of the Ohio Alpha Chapter of the 

Kappa Mu Epsilon Fraternity, an honorary mathematics society. Virgil was a member of Gideons International and was a U.S. 

Army veteran. He loved music, and his hobbies included singing, fishing, gardening, and playing the piano and harmonica.  Funeral 

services will be Thursday, March 14, 2013, at the Salem United Methodist Church, Wapakoneta.  Burial is to follow in the 

Greenlawn Cemetery, Wapakoneta, where military rites will be conducted by the Wapakoneta VFW.   Bayliff and Eley Funeral 

Home, State Route 501, Wapakoneta is in charge of the arrangements.  Memorial contributions may be directed to the Gideons 

International.   

 

BEAMS, Frank Lionel Beams  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  



Celina, Ohio native Frank Lionel Beams, of Los Angeles, CA (and formerly of Des Moines, IA) p assed away on Saturday, March 

15, 2014 of complications due to pneumonia. He was 77 years old. Frank was born in Celina to Lionel òBabeó and Jeanette 

(Niblick) Beams. Frank attended Immaculate Conception grade and high schools before attending The Ohio Sta te University. He 

later enlisted in the Army Reserves. Frank worked for General Motors for several years before marrying Susan Schnarre of St. 

Mary's, OH. In 1968, Frank and Susan moved to Rochester, New York to work for Mersman Tables of Celina, as the co mpany's 

representative. Frank was promoted 3 years later to Iowa, where he worked and lived until retiring as a sales rep for the 

Hooker Furniture Company. Frank moved to Los Angeles in 2008 to be closer to his children and grandchildren. Frank was 

beloved by his many work associates, friends and relatives. He always had a joke at the ready and was often the life of the 

party. Frank is survived by his children, sons Christopher (Elizabeth) Beams of Los Angeles and Ryan (Rhonda) Beams of 

Oakhurst, CA. Frank was a proud grandfather of 3 grandchildren. He is preceded in death by his mother and father, Jeanette 

and Lionel Beams. Funeral Services will be held Saturday, at Immaculate Conception Church in Celina. Burial will follow at St . 

Marys Cemetery in Celina, with graveside military rites by Celina VFW Post #5713 and American Legion Post #210. On Tuesday, 

March 25th,  a Memorial Service will  also be held in  Des Moines, IA at Nick's Bar and Grille located at  9769 University Ave, 

Clive, IA 50325. The event will be gin at 5:30 P.M. with food and drinks, and will conclude at 9:00 P.M.  

 

BEARE, Tina J. Beare  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 9 August 2016)    

Tina J. Beare, age 34, of 534 E. Livingston Street in Celina, OH died Tuesday August 9, 2016 at Mercer Co. Community Hospital  

in Coldwater, OH. She was born October 18, 1981 in Hamilton, OH. On Septemb er 22, 2012 in Celina, OH she married Bruce J. 

Beare, who survives.  She is also survived by  a son, Jesse Davis of Celina, OH; 3 daughters:  Brianna Stansbury,  Cynthia Coate, 

and Sierra McCurry all three of Celina, OH; a  grandson, Kian Coate of Celina, OH;  her father,  Walter Creech of West Chester, 

OH; brother Benjamin Creech of Maria Stein, OH; 2 sisters: Theresa Creech of Hamilton, OH, and Sherri Cox of Mt. Vernon, 

KY; her  father - in- law Bruce A. Beare of Bradenton, FL; mother - in- law Sue Justice of Celina, OH; and her  cousin and best friend 

Cara (Golden) Stouder of Celina, OH. Tina was preceded in death by  her mother Lori Stewart. She was a graduate of Celina 

Senior High School (Class of 2000).  She was a homemaker and was previously employed at Cashland in Celina. Tina's  favorite 

pastimes included photography and helping family and friends with parties and event planning. Rites are scheduled to be Monda y 

August 15, 2016 at Miller ð Long & Folk Funeral Home (314 W. High Street Chapel) in St. Marys, OH.  

 

BEATT Y, James V.  Beatty  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð September 4, 2013 ) 

James V. òJimó  Beatty, age 69, of Kettlersville, died suddenly on Monday, Sept. 2, 2013, in Fort Loramie, while camping with his 

family. He was born on Nov. 9, 19 43, in Dayton, to Tilford and Mary Craycraft Beatty. Both parents preceded him in death. On 

June 4, 1997, he married Jane Sager who survives in Kettlersville. Jim worked as maintenance supervisor with Emerson Electric  

in Sidney; and retired from General Mo tors in Dayton. Having many talents he worked construction, in restaurants, roasted pigs 

and put together cookouts where he could feed his family and many friends. He was a member of Faith Alliance Church in New 

Bremen. After graduating high school, he con tinued his education at Ohio University in Athens. He then enlisted in the U.S. 

Army as an Air Borne Ranger. He is a member of the American Legion, Post 241 in New Bremen and was a proud member of the 

National Harley Owners Group and the Miami Shawnee Hog Chapter. He loved and cherished time spent with his family, camping, 

hunting, NASCAR and his Harley. Survivors also include stepmother Janie Beatty of North Middletown, KY; 1 daughter, Tessa 

Rose Beatty of Kettlersville; 3 sons, Jamie (Tracy) Beatty of Col umbus, Tom (Jamie Eidemiller) Sawyer of Tipp City, Seneca 

(Paige) Beatty of Vandalia; 6 grandchildren, Jace, Gabby, Reese, Jacob, Buffy, and Breea; 1 sister, Mary (Chuck) Barnes Bradl ey 

of Seminole, FL; father and mother - in- law Henry and Ellen Rose Sager; and his former wife Nedra Beatty of Troy. Funeral 

services will be Friday at Faith Alliance Church in New Bremen. Military rites will be observed by the American Legion 241 of  

New Bremen. Memorial contributions may be made to Ronald McDonald House Charitie s of the Miami Valley Region, 555 Valley 

St., Dayton, Ohio, 45404 -1844. Bayliff and Son Funeral Home, 311 W. Main St., Cridersville is in charge of the arrangements.  

 

BEAUMASTER, Marilyn Ruth Beaumaster  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Crematio n Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Marilyn Ruth Beaumaster, age 79, died February 3, 2014 at her home in the Otterbein Senior Lifestyle Community of Saint 

Marys Ohio after a 3 year battle with malignant Meso thelioma.  She was born September 6, 1934 in Litchfield IL to Emmett 

and Marie Jordan.  She is survived by her husband of 55 years, Lt. Colonel James F. Beaumaster (U.S.A.F. Ret.); 2 daughters, 

Suzanne Beaumaster and Caroline Grim; a son-in- law, David Grim;  3 grandchildren, Landon Grim, Mattie Grim, and Jake Grim; a 

brother, Karl Jordan; and a sister; Kathleen Whitworth; as well as many nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by 

brothers; Francis Jordan, Earl Jordan, Paul Jordan; and a sister; Maureen Jordan.  Marilyn graduated from Farmersville Illinois 

High School in 1952 and went on to complete her Registered Nursing Certificate at Saint Johnõs Hospital School of Nursing in 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/


Saint Louis, MO in 1955.  She worked as a staff surgical nurse at Saint Johns  and as a Psychiatric Nurse at Grandview Hospital 

in Dayton, OH.  Throughout her life she traveled extensively both as the wife of an Air Force Officer as well as for pleasure. 

She spent 30 years as a Docent at the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force, a volunteer job she loved dearly.  She was also 

very active in the Wright Patterson Air Force Officers Wives Club, Book clubs, and the Retired Wives Club.  She moved with 

her husband to the Otterbein Senior Lifestyle Community, first to the Lebanon, Ohio Cam pus in 2003 and then to Saint Marys 

Ohio in August of 2008.  Marilyn thoroughly enjoyed her life.  She loved to do crossword puzzles, read, travel, and attend her 

grandchildrenõs many sporting and school events.  She was truly loved by everyone in her life and she will be dearly missed. A 

funeral Mass of Christian Burial  will be Saturday, February 8, 2014 at Holy Rosary Catholic Church in Saint Marys. Burial rites 

will be Monday, February 10, 2014, at Saint Maurice Cemetery in Morrisville, Illinois. Memoria l gifts may be given to either the 

Otterbein Saint Marys Benevolent Fund or the National Museum of the United States Air Force Tour Guide Fund, Dayton, 

Ohio. Friends and family in Illinois are invited to the Saint Mary's Catholic Church, 310 Nobble Street,  Farmersville, Illinois, at 

the church on Monday, where a vigil service will be held.  

 

BECK, Paul Beck  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Paul Beck, 92,  of 11116 Circle Dr., Otterbein St. Marys, OH, passed away Monday, July 5, 2010, at St. Rita's Medical Center, 

Lima, OH. Paul previously resided in Huber Heights, OH, for 45 years prior to moving to St. Marys Otterbein Retirement 

Community in 2005 to be ne ar his daughter.  Paul was born October 20, 1917 in Butternut (near Ladysmith) WI, the son of 

Henry Christian Beck and Emma Lydia (Zimple) Beck. He was the last surviving member of his immediate family, having been 

predeceased by his 3 brothers and 2 siste rs. Paul was a decorated Veteran of World War II, serving in 13th Army Air Force, 

42nd Bomb Group, 390th Bomb Squadron in the Asiatic/Pacific Theater, Northern Solomon Islands. He served as a door gunner, 

radio operator, and photographer on the B -25 Bomber . Among numerous WWII & AAF medals, he was awarded the Air Medal 

for combat missions with two Oak Leaf Clusters, a Bronze Battle Star, and two Overseas Service Bars. Paul married the love of  

his life, Ruth Ann Swanson after returning home to Wisconsin from  the war in 1945. She preceded him in death in 1965. He 

later married Zella Carpenter of Dayton, OH, who also preceded him in death. Paul devoted himself for several years to caring  

for both wives during lengthy illnesses. He was retired after 35 yrs of se rvice from the Federal Aviation Administration as an 

air traffic controller and flight service specialist. He was a Life Member of the Dayton American Legion and was a member of 

the St. Marys VFW. He is survived by 3 children: Diane (Elden) Wick of Phoenix , AZ; Herbert (Wendy) Beck of Huber Heights, 

OH; and Judy (John III) Weng of St. Marys, OH. Also surviving are 6 grandchildren - Karin (Mike) DeAmicis of Marietta GA; 

Alicia Wick of Seattle WA; Mathew and Zachary Beck of Huber Heights, OH; Shari (Arthur) N augle of Celina, OH; and Chris 

(Sandy) Weng of St. Marys, OH. Surviving Great Grandchildren are; Paul Lauth II of St. Marys, OH; Carrie Lauth and Danielle 

Naugle of Celina, OH; Olivia and Grace DeAmicis of Marietta, GA. He is also survived by numerous niec es and nephews. During 

his lifetime, Paul enjoyed traveling the world, camping, billiards, playing the guitar, and spending time with his family. He  will be 

remembered as a devoted husband, father and grandfather, always providing a loving home and many ha ppy memories for his 

family. His military service to our country will never be forgotten or our freedoms taken for granted. Funeral rites will be 

Friday, July 9, 2010, at the Meyer Community Chapel of Otterbein Saint Marys Retirement Community in Saint Mar ys, OH. 

Burial, with military honors, will be held at Maple Hill Cemetery in Tipp City, OH.  Memorial donations may be directed to 

Otterbein Saint Marys Retirement Community.  

 

BECK, Ruth M. Beck  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð September 9, 2013 ) 

Ruth M. Beck, age 79, of 215 Dogwood Drive in Celina, passed away Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013, at The Gardens at Celina. She was 

born on July 20, 1934 in Coldwater, to the late Joseph and Helen (Heyne) Wolters. On Sept. 5, 1964, she married Paul E dward 

Beck, who preceded her in death in 1988. Survivors include her daughter, Donna (Osborne) and Lance Garcia of Santa Fe, NM; 

son, David Paul Sr., and Renee Beck of Taft, CA; 3 grandchildren; 4 great -grandchildren; a brother and sister - in- law; a sister 

and brother - in- law; stepchildren Sybilla Hertinstien, Tony Palopoli, Philip and Mary Beck, John Beck, Barton and Darlene Beck, 

Cheryl and Leonard Witcher, Barbara and Rick Padon; numerous step -grandchildren; numerous step -great -grandchildren; nieces 

and nephews. She was preceded in death by a brother; three sisters and a brother - in- law; a stepdaughter, Joan Palopoli. A Mass 

of Christian Burial will be Wednesday at the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Celina. Ruth will be buried in Greenlaw n 

South We st Memorial Park in Bakersfield, CA. Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina is in charge of the 

arrangements. A memorial service will be held at a later date in Greenlawn South West Memorial Park in Bakersfield, CA. 

Memorial contributions may be made to State of the Heart Home and Health Hospice or to the Cancer Association of Mercer 

County Inc.  

 

BECKER, Gail L. Becker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð September 9, 2011 ) 



Gail L. Becker, age 89, of rural Spencerville, died Thur sday, Sept. 8, 2011, at her daughterõs home in Elida, surrounded by her 

family. She was born on Jan. 30, 1922, in St. Marys, the daughter of Harry and Lulu (Seewer) Whetstone, who preceded her in 

death. On Jan. 13, 1941, she married Owen O. Becker, and he died on Nov. 20, 1990. She is survived by 4 children, Gary (Angie) 

Becker of Celina, Bill (Linda) Becker, of Spencerville, Randy (Debbie) Becker of Bluffton, Debbie (Dave) Bowman of Elida; 11 

grandchildren; 24 great -grandchildren; 1 great -great -grandchild;  2 brothers, Freeman Whetstone of Jackson, MI, Kenny 

(Evelyn) Whetstone of Celina; by 2 sisters, Mary Lou (Junior) Boroff of St. Marys, Norma Poppe of Spencerville, and Ruth Ann 

Osborn, of Bryan. She was preceded in death by two infant sons, Ronald and Dav id Becker; by two brothers, Paul and Glen 

Whetstone; and by a sister, Bea Miller. A homemaker, Gail was a member of the Monticello United Brethren Church and its 

Womenõs Missionary Group. She was a graduate of St. Marys Memorial High School. Her hobbies included working in her yard, 

mowing grass on her riding mower, tending to her flowers, fishing and homemade ice cream. She was also an avid fan of The 

Ohio State University Buckeyes. Funeral services will be Monday at the Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home, Spe ncerville. Burial is 

to follow in the Spencerville Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be directed to the Monticello United Brethren Church or to  

St. Ritaõs Hospice. 

 

BECKER, Jeffrey Scott Becker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð Apri l 25, 2012 )   

Jeffrey Scott Becker, age 43, of Providence Village, passed away on Monday, April 23, 2012, at his residence of a heart attac k. 

He was born on July 5, 1968, in Celina, to Gary O. and Angie Miller Becker, and they survive him. On March 23, 199 1, he married 

Ann Renee Faller, and she survives him. He is also survived by 3 children, Ellyce, Garrison and Gavin, all at home;   1 sister, Barb 

(Craig) Shellabarger of  Celina; 2 brothers, Gary (Kris) of St. Marys and Greg (Brittany) of Swanton; his mothe r - in- law, Janet 

Haisley of Celina; several aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and cousins. He was preceded in death by his paternal grandparents,  

Owen and Gail Becker; his maternal grandparents, Ben and Sally Miller; and his father - in- law, Mike Haisley. Jeff w as a 1986 

graduate of Celina High School and had worked at Huffy Bicycles in Celina and as an independent contractor. He was an avid 

fisherman and Pittsburgh Steelers fan. Graveside rites will be held Thursday at the Belew Cemetery in Aubrey, Texas. Memori al 

contributions may be made to The Nature Conservancy, Honorary Giving, 4245 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 100, Arlington, VA, 

22203.  

 

BECKETT, Jack Beckett  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 9 August 2017)         

Jack Beckett, age 77, of Kettering, passed away unexpectedly on Saturday, Aug. 5, 2017, at his home in Kettering. He was born 

on Feb. 1, 1940, to Raymond Beckett and Dorothy (Simmons) Beckett in Jackson, MI. To help the family celebrate his life, 

visitation is Thursday at Conner a nd Koch Life Celebration Home, 92 W. Franklin St., Bellbrook. A Mass of Christian burial will 

follow at noon Friday at St. Albert the Great Catholic Church, 3033 Far Hills Ave., Kettering.  

 

BECKETT, Robert R. Beckett  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St . Marys, Ohio ð February 21, 2014)  

Robert R. Beckett, age 58, of Middletown, passed away on Wednesday, Feb. 19, 2014, at his residence. He was born on Sept. 14,  

1955, in St. Marys, to Paul and Dixie (Thompson) Beckett. Robert is survived by his wife of 34 years, Kimberly E. Beckett, 

children Michael (Kristin) Beckett of Columbus, Nicole (Casey) Wilson and Derrick Beckett, both of Middletown, grandchildren 

Brooklyn and Jillian Beckett and Travis Wilson, sisters Deborah (Rick) Morrison of Middletown; Linda (B rian) OõNeill of 

Pendleton, IN; Sherri (Shawn) English of Middletown and numerous nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles and cousins. He served in the  

U.S. Army and received an honorable discharge. Robert was manager for Burrows Paper for 20 years and Volunteer Fi reman and 

EMT for the Madison Fire Department. He was an avid golfer and Cincinnati sports fan. A Celebration of Life Service will be 

Tuesday at the Baker -Stevens -Parramore Funeral Home. Interment will take place at Pleasant Hill Cemetery with Madison Fire  

Department Services. Memorial contributions may be made to Madison Fire Department, 5610 W. Alexandria Road, Middletown, 

OH, 45042, or to the American Cancer Society, Relay for Life, Care that never Quits, 2808 Reading Road, Cincinnati, OH, 

45206.  

 

BEERBOWER, Robert E. Beerbower  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 26 January 2009)    

Robert E. Beerbower, age 76, Rockford, died Saturday, Jan. 24, 2009, at Van Wert Hospital in Van Wert. He was born Feb. 29, 

1932, in Rockford, a son to Hal e O. and Mary E. (Buel) Beerbower. On Dec. 20, 1953, he married Evelyn J. French, and she 

survives. He is also survived by two sons, Michael (Kathy Jo) Beerbower of Mishawaka IN, Bart (Lorie) Beerbower of Rockford; 

three daughters, Terri (Dan) Thompson of Palm Coast, FL, Kathy (Jim) Bransteter of Celina and Pam (David) Smith of Rockford; 

16 grandchildren; ans 1 great -grandson. He was preceded in death by a brother. Funeral services will be Wednesday, at New 

Horizons Community Church in Rockford. Burial will  follow at Riverside Cemetery, Rockford. Memorial contributions may be 

directed to Gideons, Grace Missionary Baptist Church, Celina and Camp Cotubic, 2158 Co. Rd. 25 N. Bellefontaine, OH 43311.  



 

BEHM, Lanora Behm  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H.  Dick & Sons-Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 4 April 2015)  

Lanora Behm, age 87, of Celina, passed away Saturday, April 4, 2015 in the Emergency Department at Joint Township District 

Memorial Hospital in St. Marys. She was born Jan. 28, 1928 in Delaware County, IN to Arthur Gale & Flossie Bouse 

McClain.  Lanora married Robert Rex Behm on Dec. 31, 1948, and he preceded her in death on Feb. 4, 1997. She is survived by 

their 3 children: Sylvia (Stan) Gage of Cutler, Nancy (Darrell) Willrath of Celina and Denis (Chris) Behm of Cincinnati, 5 

grandchildren: Chad (Traci) Willrath, Brian (Krista) Gage, Scott (Brooke) Willrath, Brooke Gage (Andy Warner) and Shelli 

(Aaron) Berridge, 12 great -grandchildren: Kyle, Ashley, Torrance, Taryn, Rianne, Chas e, Kyler, Karter, Ethan, Sawyer, Scott and 

Justin and 2 sisters - in-law: Margaret McClain of Harrod and Verna Behm of Celina. Preceding her in death were three brothers: 

Leon (Lola), Ortell "Mack" (Ethyl) and Jim McClain, and a brother - in- law: Albert Eugene  Behm. A 1945 graduate of Willshire 

High School, Lanora had retired from the Empire Restaurants Commissary in Celina. She was a member of Celina First Church of 

God and the Quilters Guild at the church. Her pastime was crocheting. Lanora took pleasure in c reating doilies, afghans and 

numerous other items for her family, and enjoyed spending time with her grandchildren. Funeral services will be Thursday, April 

9th  at W.H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow at Buck Cemetery, Celi na.  In Lieu of Flowers, 

Memorial Contributions may be made to the Celina Fire Department or the Cancer Association of Mercer County, P.O. Box 624, 

Celina, OH 45822.  

 

BEHM, Vicki D. Behm  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð January 12, 20 15)    

Vicki D. Behm, age 64, of 144 Meyer Road in Celina, passed away Saturday, Jan. 10, 2015, at home with her family. She was bor n 

on Aug. 12, 1950 in Decatur, IN, to the late Harry Samuel and Ilo May (Waldron) Bell. On July 3, 1987, she married Charles  E. 

"Chuck" Behm. She is survived by her children Tammy Gardner of Celina, Susie (Melvin) Moeller of Celina, Missy (Jim) Andrew o f 

Celina; Scott (Lindsey) Behm of Celina; 11 grandchildren, 3 great -grandchildren, 1 son -in- law Sam Hemmelgarn, 3 brothers, 1 

sister and many brothers and sisters - in- law. Funeral services will be Wednesday at the Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral 

Home in Celina. Burial will follow in Mercer Memory Gardens. Memorial contributions may be made to State of the Heart Home 

Health and Ho spice or the Cancer Association of Mercer County.  

 

BEHR, Beatrice Everhart Behr  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð November 15, 2012 )  

Beatrice òBeaó Everhart Behr, age 93, of Fryburg, died Wednesday, Nov. 14, 2012, at St. Ritaõs Medical Center in Lima. She was 

born on March 28, 1919, in Green County, TN, the daughter of James F. and Lillie P. (Stroud) Gillette, and they preceded her in 

death.   On Nov. 6, 1937, she married Paul T. Everhart, and he preceded her in death on Nov. 9, 1984. On May 1, 1999, she 

married Wilbur C. Behr, and he survives. She is also survived by 3 children, Vergie (Gary) Truesdale of Spencerville, James 

(Jenny) Everhart of Wapakoneta and Vicki (Gary) Hefner of Westminster; 5 grandchildren; 10 great -grandchil dren; 4 great -

great -grandchildren; 8 stepchildren, Melvin (Linda) Behr, Donna (Dennis) Steinke and Eugene Behr, all of Wapakoneta; Jerry 

(Jewel) Behr of Cartersville, GA, Carol (Dan) Hemmert of Sidney, Norman (Kim) Behr of Wapakoneta, Nelson Behr of Columb us 

and Dennis (Karen) Behr of Troy; a stepdaughter - in- law, Pat Behr of St. Marys; 30 stepgrandchildren; 39 great -

stepgrandchildren; 2 sisters, Pearl Ashley and Huberta Smith, both of Morristown, TN; 1 brother, James (Ruth) Gillette of 

Lima; and 1 sister - in- law, QV Gillette of Morristown, TN. She was preceded in death by a stepson, Virgil Behr; three brothers 

and sisters - in-law, Fred (Bernice) Gillette, Charles (Ruby) Gillette and Bob Gillette; four sisters and brothers - in- law, Flora (Jim) 

Drinnon, Cleo (Est el) Snowden, Jenny (Pete) Dawson and Wanda McNeal; two brothers - in- law,  Paul Ashley and Bill Smith. A 

homemaker, Bea was a member of the Wapakoneta Baptist Church. Her hobbies included bowling, dancing, traveling, crocheting 

and painting. Funeral services  will be Saturday at the Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, Ohio 501, Wapakoneta. Burial is to follow in 

the Resthaven Memory Gardens near Moulton. Memorial contributions may be directed to the charity of the donorõs choice.   

 

BEHR, Marie T. Behr  

(Abstracted fr om the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð June 29, 2012 )   

Marie T. Behr, age 89, of Botkins, died Thursday, June 28, 2012, at Lima Memorial Health System.  Arrangements are 

incomplete at the Long & Folk Chapel, 13 S. Blackhoof St., of Bayliff &  Eley Funeral  Home, Wapakoneta. 

 

BEHR, Ruth Ann Leugers Behr  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 5 January 2009)    

Ruth Ann (Leugers) Behr, age 71, Eastview Drive, Fort Loramie, died Saturday, Jan. 3, 2009, at Wayne Hospital, Greenville, of  

natural causes. She was born April 1, 1937, at Rossburg, a daughter of Christina C. (Guggenbiller) and Frank G. Leugers and they 

preceded her in death. On Aug. 23, 1958, at St. Paul's Church, Sharpsburg, she married Cletus A. Behr and he preceded her in 

death Apri l 2, 2002. She is survived by five children and their spouses, Kathryn Behr of Fort Loramie, Michael (Lin) Behr of 



Fort Meyers, FL, James (Lisa) Behr of Maria Stein, Donald Behr of Fort Loramie, Mary (Gerald) Kolvek of Sidney; eight 

grandchildren, Michael,  Jeffrey, Daniel, Matthew, Ryan and Mackenzie Behr, Ashley and Dustin Poeppelman; five siblings and 

their spouses, Robert Leugers of Fort Recovery, Janet Leugers of Versailles, Clarence (Sue) Leugers of Versailles, Marion 

(Mary) Leugers of Greenville and C arolyn Leugers of St. Sebastian; brothers and sisters - in- law, Judy (Thomas) Peterson of 

Kettering, Roger (Marcella) Behr, Larry (Alberta) Behr, Alberta Behr, all of Fort Loramie. She was also preceded in death by a 

son, Mark Behr; and a granddaughter, Heat her Poeppelman. She was a member of St. Michael Catholic Church and St. Ann's 

Ladies Sodality. She was a charter member of the Fort Loramie Rescue Squad. She graduated from the Mississinawa Valley 

High School with the class of 1955. She then went on to com plete a three year program at the St. Elizabeth School of Nursing 

in Dayton. She had been a registered nurse since 1958. In 1992 she retired from the Upper Valley Medical Center. Through the 

years she worked at various hospitals in critical care, the emerg ency room, nurses training and quality assurance. She enjoyed 

her grandchildren, genealogy, and scrapbooking. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Thursday, at the St. Michael, Fort Loramie . 

Burial will follow at St. Michael's Cemetery. Gehret Funeral Home, 64 Elm St., Fort Loramie is handling the arrangements. In 

lieu of flowers or gifts, the family requests that memorials be made to the St. Jude Children's Hospital or the Fort Loramie 

Rescue Squad. 

 

BEHR, Virgil C. Behr  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Virgil C. Behr, 63, of 333 Concord Avenue in St. Marys, OH died Friday March 16, 2012 at his residence. He was born July 14, 

1948 in Sidney, OH to Wilbur a nd Rita (Greve) Behr. On April 15, 1978 at St. Francis Catholic Church in Cranberry Prairie, OH 

he married Patricia A. Dorsten, who survives. He is also survived by 2 sons, Chris (Heather) Behr and Curt (Ashley) Behr both  of 

St. Marys, OH; 3 grandchildren:  Cameron Wilker, Kadin Behr, Mackenzie Behr; his father and step -mother Wilbur (Bea) Behr of 

Fryburg, OH; 6 brothers, Melvin (Linda) Behr and Eugene òYogió Behr both of Wapakoneta, OH; Jerry (Jewelie) Behr of 

Cartersville, GA; Norman (Kim) Behr of Fryburg,  OH; Nelson Behr of Columbus, OH; Denny (Karen) Behr of Troy, OH; and 2 

sisters, Donna (Denny) Steinke of Wapakoneta, OH; Carol (Dan) Hemmert of Sidney, OH. He was preceded in death by his 

mother, Rita Behr; parents - in- law, Victor and Justina Dorsten. He w as a graduate of Wapakoneta High School (Class of 1966) 

and also graduated from Northwestern Business College in Lima, OH. A veteran of the US Army, he served in Korea during the 

Viet Nam War.  He was the owner of Kellermeyerõs Menõs Clothing Store in downtown St. Marys. Previously, he had been 

employed at First National Bank in Wapakoneta and Bank One in St. Marys for 25 years. He was a member of Holy Rosary 

Catholic Church, Knights of Columbus Council # 1592, VFW Post # 9289, Eagles Lodge Aerie # 767, all  in St. Marys. An active 

member of the community, he served on the Friends of Holy Rosary board, Good for Business of the Capabilities program and 

assisted and advised Agape Ministries in their financial matters. Virgilõs favorite pastimes included golfing, traveling and 

spending time with his grandchildren and his family.  Mass of Christian Burial is scheduled Wednesday March 21, 2012 at Holy 

Rosary Catholic Church in St. Marys. Burial, with full graveside military honors, will follow at Gethsemane Cemeter y in St. 

Marys. Memorial contributions may be directed to: Friends of Holy Rosary, Auglaize Co. Cancer Society, or Grand Lake Hospice 

Program. 

 

BEHR, Wilbur C. Behr  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 12 October 2017)         

Wilbur C. B ehr, age 92, of Fryburg, died Monday, Oct. 9, 2017, at his home with his family at his side. He was born on Oct. 7, 

1925, in Sidney, the son of Henry and Theresa (Schneider) Behr, who preceded him in death. On Oct. 4, 1947, he married Rita 

S. Greve, and she died on April 10, 1998. Then on May 1, 1999, he married Beatrice Gillette Everhart, and she died on Nov. 14, 

2012. Survivors include eight children, Melvin (Linda) Behr, Wapakoneta, Donna (Dennis) Steinke, Wapakoneta, Eugene Behr, 

Wapakoneta, Jerry Behr,  Cartersville, GA, Carol (Dan) Hemmert, Sidney, Norman (Kim) Behr, Wapakoneta, Nelson Behr, 

Columbus, and Dennis (Karen) Behr, Troy; a daughter - in- law, Pat Behr, St. Marys; 27 grandchildren and 43 great -grandchildren; 

three stepchildren, Virgie (Gary) True sdale, Spencerville, James (Jenny) Everhart, Wapakoneta, and Vicki (Gary) Hefner, 

Harlingen, TX; a brother, Albert (Dorothy) Behr, West Covina, CA, and a sister, Adelma (James) Siefring, Burkettsville. He wa s 

preceded in death by a son, Virgil Behr, and a daughter - in- law, Jewelie Behr; his siblings and spouses, Clarence (Marie) Behr and 

Esther (Jerome) Yahl. Wilbur retired as a corrections officer with the Auglaize County Sheriff's Dept. He also had worked at 

Henschen Industrial Corp., Jackson Center. He wa s a member of the St. John Catholic Church, Fryburg. He was also a former 

member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles, Aerie 691, the K of C, Council 1272 and the Good Sam Travel Club. He served in the 

U.S. Army during World War II. Wilbur's hobbies included p ainting, woodworking, fishing, camping and playing the board game, 

"JOKER." A Mass of Christian burial will be Saturday at the St. John Catholic Church, Fryburg. Burial will follow in the St. John 

Cemetery, Fryburg, where military rites will be conducted b y Wapakoneta VFW Post 8445. Bayliff and Eley Funeral Home, 1102 

Lincoln Ave. (Ohio 501) Wapakonet a is entrusted with the arrangements. Memorials may be expressed at Grand Lake Hospice or 

St. John Catholic Church Capital Improvement Fund.  

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/vfw/?personid=186929766&affiliateID=3557


 

BELDEN, Betty Jean Belden  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxv ille, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Betty Jean Belden, 77, of 5456 Ada Drive in Celina, OH died Friday October 19, 2012 at JTDM Hospital in St. Marys, OH. She 

was born May 19, 1935 in Pennington Gap, VA to George and Laura (Smith) Thompson. She is survived by 1 son, Delbert (Andrea) 

Stewart of Pennington Gap, VA; 1 daughter, Linda (Mark) Severt of Celina, OH; 4 grandchildren: Crystal Stewart, Kelly Stewart , 

Eric Hunley, Mickey Cole; 8 great -grandchildren; and 3 brothers, James Thompson of Cel ina, OH; G. C. (Barb) Thompson of St. 

Marys, OH; and Clint ((Lynne) Thompson   of Celina, OH. She was preceded in death by her parents George and Laura Smith; 1 st  

husband, Ernest Stewart; 2 nd husband, Richard Belden; brother, Leonard Charles Thompson; and s ister, Ruth Parson. She was a 

graduate of St. Charles High School in Lee Co., VA. She worked as a cook at Behmõs Landing restaurant on Grand Lake St. Marys 

for many years. Rites are scheduled for Tuesday October 23, 2012 at Miller Funeral Home,  1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 West 

Chapel) in St. Marys. Burial will follow at Miami Memorial Park Cemetery in Covington, OH.  

 

BELKNAP, Barbara Banta Belknap  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 22 December 2014)  

Barbara Banta Belknap, age 94, died on Saturday, Dec. 20, 2014, in St. Paul, MN. Daughter of Roy and Jessie (Dubois) Banta, s he 

was born on Jan. 28, 1920, in Milltown, WI. She is surv ived by 2 children - Douglas Belknap (Elena Sopoci), Santa Fe, NM and 

Pamela Belknap (William Lamson) St. Paul, MN; 3 grandchildren, and 1 great -grandson. Barbara graduated from high school in 

Casson, MN, and from Minneapolis Business College. During World War II, she worked in the Yukon Territory of Canada, 

Binghamton, NY, and Oakridge, TN, and was later employed in Minneapolis, MN. In November 1946, she married Clinton 

Woodrow Belknap (deceased March 1960) and in 1951, the family moved to Celina. With Luci lle Schelich, Barb founded the 

Cottage Bookstore, now owned and operated by Wright State University. She later worked at Production Credit Association, 

and retired in 1986 after 21 years of employment as the clerical office manager of Fanning/Howey Associa tes, Inc. Following 

retirement, Barbara served as the Clerk of the Celina City Council for eight years. Her volunteer work included American Canc er 

Society and the Mercer County Council on Aging, and she was a member of St. Paul United Methodist Church. Sh e traveled 

extensively, including trips to Europe, Asia, Australia and New Zealand. In 2009, she returned to St. Paul to be near her 

daughter. Barb will be remembered by friends and family for her positive outlook, quick wit and dry sense of humor. At the 

request of the deceased, a memorial service for family members only will be held at a later date. Memorial contributions may be 

made to the Mercer County Council on Aging.  

 

BELL, Dianna J. Bell  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð October  8, 2013 ) 

Dianna J. Bell, age 75, of Cridersville, died Monday, Oct. 7, 2013, at Lima Memorial Health System following a short illness.  She 

was born on Dec. 31, 1937, in Lima, a daughter of Richard C. and Margaret Eva Shinaberry Davisson, who are deceased.  Her 

stepmother, Clara Davisson, and her stepfather, Benton Carper, are also deceased. On Sept. 4, 1955, she married Truman J. 

Bell, who survives in Cridersville. Also surviving are 3 children, Vicki S. Bell of Wapakoneta, Douglas A. (Debbie) Bell of 

Spencerville and Michael C. (Jessica) Bell of St. Marys; 9 grandchildren, Shay (Angie) Finn of Cridersville, Tiffany Finn of 

Waynesfield, Trever Triplett of Wapakoneta, Brittany Jones of Waynesfield, Cody (Chasidy òChasó) Bell, Lindsay Bell and 

McKayla Bell, al l of Spencerville, Krystal (Danny) Shreves of Wapakoneta and Ashlee Bell of Stone Mountain, GA; 24 great -

grandchildren; 1 brother, Richard B. (Anna Faye) Davisson of Albuquerque, NM; 2 sisters, Joan Rae (Michael) McGue of 

Cridersville and Cheryl Davisson o f Lima; 1 stepsister, Beverly Robey of Lima; 2 brothers - in- law, Gene Shaw of St. Augustine, FL 

and Lynn A. Bell of Lima. She was preceded in death by a sister, Karen Sue Shaw, and a stepsister, Pat Mayer. Dianna was a 19 55 

graduate of the Lima South High S chool and worked for 27 years as a press operator at the former Hayes -Albion/Trim Trends 

Company in Spencerville. She also worked at JC Penney in the Lima Mall. She was a member of the Wapakoneta Eagles Auxiliary 

Aerie 691. She enjoyed bowling, bingo and t he casino trips. Funeral services will be Thursday in the Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral 

Home in Spencerville. Burial will follow in the Spencerville Cemetery. Memorials may be made to the Spencerville Church of th e 

Nazarene. 

 

BELL, James Richard Bell  

(Abstract ed from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 26 February 2010)   

James Richard "Dick" Bell, age 89, 625 Ash St., Celina, died Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2010, at the Gardens at Celina. He was born 

Nov. 14, 1920, in Union City, a son of James Ivan Bell and Verla Reigel; they preceded him in death. On Sept. 21, 1940, he 

married Wavelene (Hittle) Bell; she survives. He is also survived by two sons, James Scott (Elvie) Bell of San Jose, CA, Stev e 

Allen (Shirley) Bell of Celina; a daughter, Connie Knapke of Celina; fi ve grandchildren; seven great -grandchildren and a sister. He 

was preceded in death by two grandchildren and a sister. He served in the U. S. Army during World War II. Funeral services 

will be Monday at Lehman -Hogenkamp Dzendzel Funeral Home. Burial will fo llow at North Grove Cemetery in Celina. Memorial 

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/152647C0CBF95A78-152647C0CBF95A78%3F


contributions may be directed to the American Heart Association, American Cancer Society or St. Paul's United Methodist 

Church. 

 

BELL, Leslie Bell  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 27 May 2008)    

Leslie "Les" Bell, age 60, of Spencerville, died Saturday, May 24, 2008, at his residence. He was born April 24, 1947, in 

Spencerville, a son of Harold and Joan (Stoneburner) Bell, and they preceded him in death. He was a veteran of the U.S. Army 

and was a Vietnam veteran. He served with Company D, 84th Engineering Battalion, 35th Group. He was Honorably Discharged on 

May 27, 1968. He is survived by his wife, Diane (Van Horn) Bell; 1 son , Ronald (Lori) Bell of Greenville; 4 grandsons; 2 sisters; 1 

brother; and 1 uncle. He was also preceded in death by two children, Darla K. Bell and Darrell Leslie Bell. Graveside service s will 

be Saturday in the Spencerville Cemetery. Memorial contributio ns may be directed to the family. Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral 

Home in Spencerville is in charge of arrangements.  

 

BELL, Lucille Margaret Knoch Bell  

(Abstracted from Schlosser Funeral Home, Wapakoneta, Ohio, 27 December 2016)  

Lucille Margaret Knoch Bell passe d away on Tuesday, December 27, 2016 in Lexington, KY at the age of 86. She was born on 

February 25, 1930 in Gutman, Ohio to the late Carrie and Clay Knoch. Lucille is survived by her husband of almost 70 years, 

Joseph; daughters Sharon Bell (William Zeili nger) of Big Rapids, MI, and Debra Bullock of Lexington, KY; her son Timothy Bell 

(Tally) of Wichita, KS; 4 grandchildren (Jason, Joseph, Charles, Erin), and 3 great grandchildren (Sophia, Gianna, Anthony). She 

is survived by one sister, Georgia Lee and fi ve brothers, Tom, Rex, Ted, Dick and Clay. She was preceded in death by 4 

brothers, Morris, Brooks, Bill, Alwayne, one sister, Glenna and one grandson, David. Lucille and her family resided in Miamis burg 

and Centerville, Ohio from 1953 until 1988. Lucille graduated from Patterson Coop High School in Dayton, Ohio in 1962. She was 

an insurance adjustor for Buckeye, Erie and Aetna Insurance Companies in Dayton, Ohio until her retirement in 1989. Joseph 

and Lucille retired to Lucille's ancestral home near Gutma n, Ohio, later moving to Wapakoneta, OH and then Lexington, KY. 

During their retirement they were both active in volunteer work through the NOMADS of the Methodist Church. In her spare 

time she enjoyed painting and sewing, having made thousands of dresses for "Little Dresses for Africa." Funeral services will be 

Saturday, December 31, 2016 at Schlosser Funeral Home & Cremation Services, Wapakoneta and burial will follow in Mount 

Tabor Cemetery, Clay Township. Memorial contributions may be directed to the Un ited Methodist NOMADS.  

 

BELL, Robert M. Bell 

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and  Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 11 November 2017)    

Robert òBobó M. Bell, age 52, of rural Spencerville, OH died unexpectedly Saturday November 11, 2017 at his residence. He was 

born June 6, 1965 in St. Marys, OH to Winfred and Joyce (Cramer) Bell. On April 14, 1983 in Jay Co., IN he married Debra 

Mabry, who survives. Also survived by 2 daughters Kara Bell of Spencerville, OH; Britany (Dr ew Chiles) Bell of Spencerville, OH; 

3 grandchildren: Gaige Conley, Kayleanna Conley, Easton Smith; 2 sisters Kimberly (Mike) Klaus of Mendon, OH; Julie Porter of  

Butler, IN and 1 brother Clinton (Holly) Bell of Mendon, OH.  Preceded in death by: father Wi nfred òEugeneó Bell; mother Joyce 

Bell-Strickland and daughter Tara Bell. He was employed as a boat mechanic for Kozy Marina at Grand Lake St. Marys. Bobõs 

favorite pastimes included tinkering with engines and fishing. An accomplished musician, he played n umerous instruments for the 

entertainment of himself and others. Above all, he enjoyed spending time with his family and close circle of friends.  Bob 

enjoyed life to the fullest and touched the hearts of almost everyone he met. He did not know a stranger, and left a legacy of 

kindness and compassion. Rites are scheduled to be  Friday November 17, 2017  at Miller Funeral Home  1605 Celina Road 

(Ohio 703 West Chapel) in St. Marys. Burial will follow at the Calvary Evangelical Cemetery, in rural Mendon, OH.  

 

BELL, Tyree F. Bell  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 12 May 2011) 

Tyree F. Bell, age 91, of Wapakoneta, formerly of Monee, IL, died Sunday, May 8, 2011, at Wapakoneta Manor. He was born on 

April 18, 1920, in Vicksburg, MS, the son of Tyree and Ethel (Austin) Bell, and they preceded him in death. On Aug. 1, 1953, he 

married Margaret Gyuer, and she preceded him in death on Oct. 18, 2006. He is survived by his two children, Audrey (Dennis) 

Dobbs of Wapakoneta, Ty ree F. Bell Jr. of Louisville, KY and 1 granddaughter. He was also preceded in death by four siblings. 

He was a U. S. Army veteran, having served with the 9th Army in the European Theater during World War II. Funeral services 

will be Friday at the Monee Fu neral Home in Monee, IL. Burial will follow in the Skyline Memorial Park in Monee, IL. Local 

arrangements are being handled by the Bayliff and Eley Funeral Home in Wapakoneta.  

 

BELL, Winifred B. Bell  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 27 June 2009)    

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/


Winifred B. "Winnie" Bell, age 94, of Wapakoneta, died Friday, June 26, 2009, at Auglaize Acres. She was born April 14, 1915,  in 

Duchouquet Township, Auglaize County, a daughter of Arlie and Orva (Carter) Copeland, who preceded her in death . On March 

28, 1937, she married Harvey D. Bell, and he died Sept. 6, 2000. She is survived by 4 children, Ken (Judy) Bell of Wapakoneta , 

Dick (Cathy) Bell of Las Vegas, Beckie (Gary) Bledsoe of Wapakoneta, Don (A. J.) Bell of Middletown; 1 daughter - in- law, Laurie 

Bell of Gainesville, FL; 14 grandchildren; 9 great -grandchildren; and 1 great -great -grandson. She was preceded in death by a son 

Bob Bell and two brothers. Funeral services will be Monday, at the Bayliff and Eley Funeral Home, Ohio 501, Wapakoneta . Burial 

will follow in the Fairmount Cemetery, near Uniopolis. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be directed to the Sout h 

Side Christian Church or the Auglaize Acres.  

 

BELLAMY, James A. Bellamy, Jr.  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Ma rys, Ohio ð May 31, 2013) 

James A. òJimó Bellamy, Jr., age 67, of Wapakoneta, died Friday, May 31, 2013, at Lima Memorial Health 

System.   Arrangements are incomplete at the Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, Wapakoneta.  

 

BELLMAN, Kenneth Dale Bellman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð June 11, 2012)   

Kenneth Dale Bellman, age 68, of 310 Jill Ave., Celina, died on Saturday, June 9, 2012, at his residence. He was born on Marc h 

17, 1944, in Coldwater, to Richard and Louella (Vogel) Bellman, and they preceded him in death. He is survived by his son, William 

Bellman of De Graff; his daughters, Mary Elizabeth (Robert) Arbuthnot of Hurricane, UT, and Angela T. (Joe) Fox of Laughlin, 

NV; 2 grandchildren; 3 brothers; and 1 sister. He serve d his country in the U.S. National Guard during the Vietnam 

War.  Private family services will be held at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church. Burial will follow in St. Marys Catholic 

Cemetery in Celina. Lehman-Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home is handling  the arrangements.  

 

BELNA, Anna Karafit Belna  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 5 March 2016)    

Anna (Karafit) Belna, age 95, of Sandusky and formerly of Celina, died Thursday, March 3, 2016, at Portland Place in Sandusky . 

She was bor n on July 20, 1920, in Celina, to John and Apolona (Gajos) Karafit, who preceded her in death. Anna was survived by 

her children: Michael John Belna of DeLand, FL; Constance Suzanne Belna of Columbus; Charles (Christine) Belna of Sandusky; 

Joseph (Michelle ) Belna of Raleigh, NC; and Nancy (Je'Nette) Hill of Columbus; 10 grandchildren; 15 great -grandchildren and 

three great -great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her sister, a daughter - in-law and two brothers. Funeral services 

will be Monday at Leh man-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in St. Marys Catholic Cemetery in Celina. Memorial 

contributions may be directed to the Heartland Hospice of Fremont.  

 

BELTON, Donald L. Belton  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð February 9, 2012 )   

Donald L. Belton, age 68, 00650 Southland Road, New Bremen, died Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2012, at Joint Township District 

Memorial Hospital in St. Marys. He was born on Jan. 23, 1944, in Barberton, to Jess and Margaret (Nieter) Belton. On Ju ly 25, 

1964, he married Sarah Shaffer, and she survives. He is also survived by a daughter, Sandra (Tim) Meckstroth of St. Marys; a 

son, John Belton of St. Marys; 5 grandchildren, Justin, Nathan and Aaron Belton and Colin and Chad Meckstroth. He was 

preced ed in death by a grandson, Corey Meckstroth. Don was a 1962 graduate of St. Marys Memorial High School.  He worked at 

New Idea in Coldwater for 37 years.  In addition, he spent a lifetime farming and enjoyed all outdoor activities. He was a 

member of Lightho use Fellowship Church in Celina, Moon Walker/Good Sam Camper Club and the Young Farmers and 

Homemakers. Funeral services will be Saturday at the funeral home. Burial will follow at Willow Grove Cemetery in New Bremen.  

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the Tri County Hospice or to the Lighthouse Fellowship Church in Celina. 

Arrangements are by Cisco Funeral Home in St. Marys.  

 

BELTON, Marjorie M. Belton  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 5 July 2008)    

Marjorie M. Belton, age 78, of Lima, died Tuesday, July 1, 2008, Dr. P. Phillips Hospital in Orlando, FL.  She was born May 22, 

1930, in Shelby County, a daughter of Earl and Leona Waterman Braun, and they preceded her in death. On Oct. 8, 1949, she 

married Merle E. "Red" Bel ton, and he survives in Lima. She is also survived by three sons, Scott (Carol) Belton of Columbus, 

David (Kathy) Belton of Lima, Jay (Jeannine Bok) Belton of Elida; a daughter, Beth Belton of Arlington, VA; a brother, Ralph 

(Barbara) Braun of Buckeye Lake ; a grandson, Jason (Josie) Belton; seven granddaughters, Kimberly (Jason) Keller, Robin 

(Steve) Gerhardt; Debbie (Rob) Roesk, Becky (Kelly) Plantz, Lindsay Belton, Lauren (Belton) Strauss, Emily (Belton) Strauss, 

Jordan Belton; seven great -grandchildren, Haley Davis, Jillian Belton, Rachel Keller, Aaron Boothby, Brady Keller and Lillia 

Roesky. She was also preceded in death by a daughter - in-law, Kathy (Jeck) Belton, and her father and mother - in- law, Porter and 

Myrtle (Nolan) Belton. She was a 1947 graduate  of New Bremen High School. She was president of the M&M Belton Co., Inc., 



She was retired from the Shawnee Schools athletic department as an administrative assistant. She was a member of the 

Shawnee United Methodist Church and the past President and membe r of the American Legion Auxiliary in New Bremen. She 

just retired from the board of directors of the Lima Exchange Club, of which she was an active member. She was a lifetime 

member of the Buckeye Boosters, the Ohio State University Alumni Association, an d the Go Bucks! of Allen County. She was a 

member of the Retired Shawnee Secretaries Group. Spending time with their family was her favorite past time. She was a very 

devoted wife and mother. She was an avid Ohio State Buckeye and local sports fan. She lov ed to knit and play bridge. Funeral 

services will be Monday at the Shawnee United Methodist Church. Chiles -Laman Shawnee Chapel is handling the arrangements. 

Burial will follow in the Shawnee Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be directed to the Shawnee United Methodist Church or 

the Nationwide Children's Hospital in Columbus in honor of Rachel Keller.  

 

BENANZER, Urban Benanzer  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 6 June 2008)    

Urban Benanzer, age 94, of the Fort Loramie area, died Thursday, June 5, 2008, at his residence. He was born Oct. 20, 1913, 

near Fort Loramie, a son of Johanna (Mertz) and Fred Benanzer. On April 27, 1938, he married Loretta Stueve and she 

preceded him in death on Dec. 27, 2000. He is survived by a daughter, J oan (Ray) Massey; five grandchildren; two great -

grandsons; two sisters; and a brother. He was preceded in death by two brothers; and two sisters. A Mass of Christian Burial 

will be Monday, at St. Michael Catholic Church. Burial will follow at the St. Patri ck Cemetery, St. Patrick. Hogenkamp Funeral 

Home, Minster is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed to Wilson Hospital Hospice.  

 

BENDER, Robert E. Bender  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð March 30, 2012 )   

Robert E. Bender, age 49, of Shreve, passed away on Thursday, March 29, 2012, at his residence after a two -year, very strong 

battle with a rare cancer and most recently kidney failure. He was born on Aug. 5, 1962, in St. Marys, to Robert Lee and Clau dia 

(Goldenetz) Bender, and his father preceded him in death in 1999. His mother survives him in St. Marys. In June 1983, he 

married Christine Unkel Bender, and she survives him in Shreve. He is also survived by his 2 daughters, Alyssa Bender (Mike) 

Eikleberry and  Teresa Bender, both of Shreve. He went to St. Marys Memorial High School, where he graduated in 1981. He 

attended Ohio State University ATI in Wooster. While in the Wooster area, he met and married Christine Unkel Bender in June 

1983. Robert worked for a 1,100 acre, 200 cow dairy farm in Sidney, and while he was there, he and his wife also had their own 

Jersey Dairy Farm. Robert then moved back to the Wayne County area and worked for Ohio State University ATI as an 

assistant herdsman. He then worked for Ki dron Supply Inc. in Kidron for almost 14 years, where he was service manager and 

also worked for Schmidt Service Now for three years. He was very good at whatever he did. He really liked being in 

agriculture  and working with farmers. He was a member of the  Shreve United Methodist Church and had served on the Shreve 

Village Council as president. He was chair of the parks committee, where he put a lot of time in, helping to develop the Haro ld D. 

Miller Memorial Park. Robert loved golfing with his family and f riends, and he also enjoyed bowling with his friends. He was on a 

bowling team for several years. He enjoyed being outside in the warm weather and woodworking. Both of his daughters played 

soccer while in elementary through high school; he enjoyed going to  all their games an watching them play. He enjoyed going to 

the Indians games and watching sports with his friends.  A memorial service will be Sunday at the Shreve United Methodist 

Church. In lieu of flowers, the family suggests memorial contributions may  be made to the Cancer Treatment Center of 

America, 2520 Elisha Ave., Zion, IL, or to the Harold D. Miller Memorial Park, c/o Shreve Village Hall, 150 W. McConkey St., 

Shreve, OH,  44676. Arrangements are being handled by Schlabach Funeral Home in Shreve.  

 

BENNETT, Gregory E. Bennett  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Gregory E. Bennett, age 63, 549 E. Fulton St., Celina, died Sunday, March 8, 2009, at his residence.  He was born June 1 0, 1945, 

in St. Marys, a son of Dwight and Louise (Rosener) Bennett. His mother preceded him in death and his father survives in 

Mendon. On Oct. 23, 1965, he married Mary (Rodriguez) Bennett and she survives. He is also survived by a son, Michael (Mandy)  

Bennett of Rockford; three brothers; two sisters; two grandchildren. He was a U. S. Army veteran, having served in the Vietnam  

War in 1966 -67. A celebration of Greg's life will be held Saturday, at the Celina American Legion.  His body is being donated to 

t he University Of Toledo College Of Medicine. Memorial contributions may be directed to Celina Area Visiting Nurses and 

Hospice or Immaculate Conception Church. Arrangements have been entrusted to W. H.  Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home, 

Celina. 

 

BENNETT,  Mary Rose Bennett  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Mary Rose Bennett, age 69, of Celina, passed away Tuesday, August 27, 2013 at her residence. She was born December 8, 1943 

in Eagle Pass, TX. Her parents, Maria Guadalupe (Garza) and Adolph Enriquez Rodriguez, are both deceased. Mary and Greg 

Bennett were married on October 23, 1965, and he passed away on March 8, 2009. Surviving are her son & daughter - in-law: 



Michael (Mandy) Bennet t of Rockford, 2 grandchildren: Ruby and Charlie Bennett, and 7 brothers & sisters: Jesse (Connie) 

Rodriguez of New Bremen, Benito Rodriguez of Beaver, Helen (Jay) Litherland of Sarasota, FL, Margaret (Robert) McNaughton 

of St. Petersburg, FL, Bebe Hicks o f Rockford, Beda (Robert) Sielschott of Lima, and Judy (Brad) Mann of Adrian, MI. A 

brother, Adolph Rodriguez, and 2 sisters - in-law: Mary & Esther Rodriguez, also preceded her in death. Mary had retired from 

Mercer County Job & Family Services. She was a 1 962 Ggraduate of Parkway High School, a member of Immaculate Conception 

Church, and was active with the Mercer County Cancer Association and the Ladies Auxiliaries of V.F.W. Post #5713 and 

American Legion Post #210, all of Celina. A devoted Grandmother, Ma ry spent most of her time doting on her grandchildren. 

Any remaining time for family and friends was never met with a refusal to travel or socialize. Mary has donated her body to T he 

University of Toledo College of Medicine. In lieu of a Viewing and Memori al Service, in Mary's honor, a Celebration of her Life 

will be held on Saturday, August 31, 2013 at the K of C Hall, 129 N. Vine St., in Celina.  Memorial Contributions may be made  to: 

Grand Lake Hospice, 1122 E. Spring St., St. Marys, OH 45885 - or -  The Lupe Rodriguez Scholarship Fund, c/o: S.W.K.R. CPA's 

Inc., 711 Dean Ave., Lima, OH 45804  

 

BENNING, Ella M. Benning  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 10 November 2014)  

Ella M. Benning, age 76, of Versailles, passed away Friday, Nov. 7,  2014, in Shelby County. Ella was born on April 19, 1938, in 

Auglaize County, to the late Sylvanus T. and Ruth B. (Katterhenry) Kuck. Ella is survived by her son and daughter - in- law, Jeffrey 

(Jeannie) Heffner of Hilliard; daughters and son -in- law, Diana L. McDonald of Olney, IL; and Erin (Dale) Meyer of Versailles; 

stepchildren William E. (Rhonda) Heffner III of Dublin; Gary (Jenny) Heffner of St. Marys; Terry (Linda) Heffner of 

Jacksonville, AR; and Cathy (Jim) Taylor of Norway, MI; 24 grandchildren; two g reat -grandchildren; brother and sister - in-law 

Robert (Cindy) Kuck of Celina; sister - in- law Jean Kuck of California; and seven nieces and nephews. In addition to her parents, 

Ella was also preceded in death by her husband, William E. Heffner Jr. and brother  Kenneth K. Kuck. Ella was a registered nurse 

at Joint Township District Memorial Hospital in St. Marys from 1960 to 1991. Ella attended the Covington Presbyterian Church 

in Covington. A funeral service will be Wednesday at Covington Presbyterian Church, 3 0 N. Pearl St., Covington. Burial will follow 

in Pilger Ruhe Cemetery in New Knoxville. Bailey Zechar Funeral Home in Versailles handled the arrangements. Memorial 

contributions may be made to the Versailles High School Musical Theatre.  

 

BENSMAN, John Anthony Bensman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð December 27, 2013)  

John Anthony Bensman, age 59, of Russia Versailles Road in Russia, died suddenly Thursday, Dec. 26, 2013, of natural causes, at 

his home. He was born on June 13, 1954 , in Coldwater, to parents Mildred Mary (Gehret), who survives in Versailles, and Virgil 

John Bensman, who preceded him in death. On Nov. 28, 1974, he married Marian Margaret (Holthaus) Bensman at St. Patrick 

Catholic Church in St. Patrick, and she survive s. He is also survived by 3 children, Ann (Chad) Delaet of Russia, Suzanne (Brad) 

Grilliot of Versailles and John E. Bensman of Osgood, 7 grandchildren, Emma, Casey, Levi and Weston Delaet and Isaac, Taylor 

and Reed Grilliot, 8 siblings, Shirley (Walter) B roering of St. Henry, Jerome (Marilyn) Bensman of Versailles, Irene (John) 

Bruns of Maria Stein, Mary Jane (Lester) Homan of New Bremen, Steve (Deborah) Bensman of Versailles, Theresa (Philip) 

Heitkamp of New Bremen, Marlene (Steven) Puthoff of Versailles and Carl (Kathy) Bensman of Versailles and a sister - in- law, 

Teresa (Bill) Gariety of Wapakoneta. John is also survived by his father - in- law,  Bernard Holthaus of McCartyville; sisters and 

brothers - in- law Rosie (Marvin) Albers of McCartyville; Bernard (Bobb ie) Holthaus of Sidney; Dorothy Inman of Mesa, AZ; 

Marlene Overly of Duluth, GA; Carol (Larry) Voisard of Fort Loramie; Frederick Holthaus of Anna; Richard (Deb) Holthaus of 

Anna; Patricia (Mark) Wahl of Celina; Rita (Allen) Wente of Minster; Treva (Rick) Monnier of Tipp City; Mark (Sharon) Holthaus 

of Fort Loramie; William (Deb) Holthaus of Fort Loramie; Gerald Holthaus of Anna; Margaret (Jerry) Gepfrey of Anna and 

Robert Holthaus of Anna. He was preceded in death by his father, by one brother, Michael Ben sman, by his mother - in-law, Ruth 

Holthaus, his stepmother - in- law, Mary Langenkamp Holthaus and a sister - in- law, Ann Holthaus. He was a member of St. Remy 

Catholic Church and was a past member of the St. Remy Knights of Columbus. He was also a Loramie Towns hip Trustee. John was 

the founding owner and operator of John Bensman Tree Trimming since 1982. Previously, he had been employed for 23 years at 

Clopay in Russia. John enjoyed attending estate auctions and camping where tractors and other antiques might be  for sale or 

just on display. He had a particular passion for collecting and rebuilding antique Case tractors. A Mass of Christian Burial will be 

Tuesday at St. Remy Catholic Church in Russia. Burial will follow at St. Remy Catholic Church Cemetery in Russ ia. Memorial 

contributions may be made to Houston Rescue Squad or to Russia Fire Department. Gehret Funeral Home is in charge of the 

arrangements.  

 

BENSMAN, Joseph E. Bensman   

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 14 October 2013)  

Joseph E. Bensman, age 88, of Russia, died at 2:14 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 12, 2013, at Versailles Health Care Center. He was bor n 

on April 12, 1925, in St. Patrick, to the late Joseph and the late Emma (Hoying) Bensman. He married his wife of 66 years, 

Marcel la J. Dapore, on Aug. 20, 1947, in Russia. She survives in Russia. He is also survived by sons Rick Bensman of Worthington, 

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/14970FB81F254FF8-14970FB81F254FF8%3F


and Dan and Karen (Blakeley) Bensman of Russia, five grandchildren, a great -grandson, a brother and two sisters. He was 

preceded in death by daughters Bonnie and Annette, two sisters and three brothers. A Mass of Christian Burial will be 

Wednesday at St. Remy Catholic Church in Russia. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Russia handled the arrangements. Burial will take 

place in St. Remy Cemetery.    

 

BENSMAN, Kyle J. Bensman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð December 5, 2013)  

Kyle J. Bensman, age 24, of New Bremen, died early on Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2014, at his residence.   He was born on Aug. 2, 1989, 

in St. Marys, to Nickolas a nd Diane (Holdheide) Bensman, who survive in New Bremen.  He is also survived by his brother, Kevin 

Bensman and Sarah McManus, of Cincinnati, sister Kelli Bensman of New Bremen, grandmother Joan (Winner) Holdheide of Fort 

Loramie, and a number of aunts, unc les, and cousins.  He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Lawrence and Rose 

(Broering) Bensman and Ralph Holdheide. Kyle was a member of the Church of the Holy Redeemer.   He was a 2008 graduate of 

New Bremen High School.   In 2012, he graduated from Heidelberg University where he majored in water biology and 

environmental sciences -chemistry. While attending Heidelberg, he was a member of the Sigma Tau Nu fraternity.   Kyle was 

employed as an environmental analyst at Alloway Labs in Lima, Ohio.   His hob bies included oil painting, golfing, fishing, gardening, 

and he was an avid bike rider.  A Mass of Christian Burial will be Tuesday at the Church of the Holy Redeemer in New Bremen. 

Burial will follow in the German Protestant Cemetery of New Bremen. Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home in New Bremen was in 

charge of the arrangements.  

 

BENSMAN, Richard J. Bensman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 22 May 2008)    

Richard J. Bensman, age 86, of 33 E. Third St., Minster, died Wednesday, May 21, 2008 , at his residence. He was born March 

26, 1922, in Minster, a son of Louis and Caroline (Lampert) Bensman and they preceded him in death. On Dec. 15, 1945, in 

Dayton, he married Marianna Gerwels and she preceded him in death on April 21, 2006. He is surviv ed by 10 children and their 

spouses, Connie (Ed) Sanders of Fort Loramie, Carol (Ralph) Fleckenstein of Fort Loramie, Chuck (Mary Jo) Bensman of Minster,  

Kathy (Ed) Schroer of Conroe, TX, Nancy (Roy) Tompkins of Paignton, England, Jim (Deb) Bensman of Mins ter, Patty (Kurt) 

Warner of New Bremen, Susan (Mike) Burns of Greenville, Mary Jane (Curt) DeLoye of Fort Loramie, Richard Bensman Jr., of 

Cincinnati; a sister, Dorothy Smith of Minster; a brother - in- law, Charles Gerwels of Goshen, IN; 30 grandchildren; 32  great -

grandchildren. He was also preceded in death by a sister and brother - in- law, Ruth and Joseph Buschur; and two grandchildren. 

He served on the Board of Public Affairs Minster. He was employed at IE Industries in Minster, Ace Wholesalers & Distributio n 

in Sidney, owner and operator of Bruckens Bar in Fort Loramie, editor and photographer of the Minster Post, Dayton Daily News  

Circulation Department. He served in the U.S. Marine Corp. as a corporal during World War II. He was a member of the Fort 

Loramie and Minster American Legion; Minster and Fort Loramie Fire Departments; Minster Eagles FOE 1391, Past Commander 

Minster VFW in 1947. He served on the St. Augustine Cemetery Board. He was a past Grand Marshal in the Minster 

Oktoberfest Parade, a past memb er of the Minster Civic Association, Citizen of the Year Officer Buckeye Boy and Girls State 

Association, honorary member of Minster Boy and Girl Scouts, honorary FFA member. He was an avid local sports booster. He 

was a member of St. Augustine Catholic Ch urch. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Saturday, at St. Augustine Catholic Church, 

Minster. Burial will follow at St. Augustine Cemetery, where full military honors will be held by the Minster and Fort Lorami e 

Firing Squad. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minste r is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed to 

Wilson Hospice Care.  

 

BENSMAN, Thomas J. Bensman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 22 August 2009)    

Thomas J. Bensman, age 78, 04530 Bensman Road, Minster, died Friday, Aug. 21, 2009, at his residence after a three and a half 

year illness. He was born April 29, 1931, in Minster to Albert and Eleanor (Stueve) Bensman, who preceded him in death. He 

married Dorothy A. Ebbing on May 18, 1957, in Coldwater. He is survived by his wife; a daughter, Sharon Didier of Versailles; a 

son, Karl Bensman of Minster; grandsons Dylan, Ben, Elliot and Dalton Didier of Versailles; a brother, Paul (Joan) Bensman of  

Minster; two sisters, Bernadette Hoying of Minster, Martha Buschu r of Coldwater; and brother - in- law, Robert and Ann Ebbing 

of Coldwater. He was preceded in death by a sister, Joan Thieman, three brothers - in-law, Elmer Hoying, Robert Buschur and 

Donald Thieman. He lived his entire life on a centennial farm in Minster exc ept for two years that he served in the Army, from 

1954 to 1956. He was a 1949 graduate of Minster High School, attended St. Augustine Church and was active in the Minster 

Knights of Columbus. He served 12 years on the school board, was a member of the Min ster Civic Association and Fraternal 

Order of the Eagles 1391 in Minster, Minster American Legion, Loramie Valley Alliance Board and Jackson Township Zoning 

Board. He was a 10 gallon donor to the American Red Cross. His hobbies included traveling, camping,  belonging to two camping 

clubs, dancing, playing cards and woodworking. The funeral will be Wednesday at the St. Augustine church. Burial will follow to 

St. Augustine Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster is handling the arrangements. Memorial donatio ns can be 

contributed to Grand Lake Hospice or the Shrine of the Holy Relics of Maria Stein.  



 

BENSMAN, Virgil J. Bensman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 24 April 2010)   

Virgil J. Bensman, age 84, of Studer Road, Versailles, died of natural causes at his residence, Friday, April 23, 2010. He was 

born Jan. 11, 1926, in Minster, to the late August L. and Marie T. (Heitbrink) Bensman. On Aug. 21, 1948, at St. Nicholas Cat holic 

Church in Osgood, Virgil married Mildred (Gehret) Bensman who  survives along with 9 children and their spouses: Shirley 

(Walter) Broering of St. Henry, Jerome (Marilyn) Bensman of Versailles, Irene (John) Bruns of Maria Stein, Mary Jane (Lester)  

Homan of New Bremen, John (Marian) Bensman of Russia, Steven (Debra) Be nsman of Versailles, Theresa (Philip) Heitkamp of 

New Bremen, Marlene (Steven) Puthoff of Versailles, Carl (Kathy) Bensman of Versailles, and one daughter - in- law, Teresa (Bill) 

Gariety of Wapakoneta; 35 grandchildren and 45 greatgrandchildren; four sibling s and their spouses: Lester (Carol) Bensman of 

Indiana, LeRoy (Rosemary) Bensman of St. Henry, Roland (Sharon) Bensman of Versailles, Elizabeth Walterbusch of Maria Stein, 

and one sister - in- law, Joan Bensman of North Star. He was preceded in death by one s on, Michael Bensman; one grandson, Bruce 

Bensman; three infant great -granddaughters; two brothers, Alvin and Valinus Bensman; two sisters - in-law, Pat and Phyllis 

Bensman, and one brother - in- law, Ivo Walterbusch. Virgil was a U. S. Army veteran of World War  II. He had served active duty 

in Germany and France with G. Co./ 274 Infantry. Virgil attended St. Denis Catholic Church and was also a member of Osgood 

American Legion Post 0588, St. Remy Catholic War Veterans, St. Denis Knights of Columbus Commandary 17 56, and the Darke 

County Right to Life. He retired from the Minster Machine Company in 1986. He had also been engaged in agriculture all of his  

working life. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Tuesday at St. Denis Church in Versailles. Interment with full military honors will 

follow at the St. Valbert Cemetery. Gehret Funeral Home, 64 Elm Street, Fort Loramie is handling the arrangements. Memorials 

may be made to Darke County Right to Life or State of the Heart Hospice.  

 

BENSMAN, Walter A. Bensman  

(Abstrac ted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Walter A. Bensman, 79, of 310 South Ash Street, Saint Marys, OH, and a resident of Otterbein Saint Marys Retirement 

Community since 2009, died Thursday, September 2, 2010, at Otterbein Saint Marys. He was born April 2, 1931, in Celina, the 

son of Henry and Cornelia (Ellerbrock) Bensman. He married Anita Millisor on September 12, 1953, and she survives at 

Otterbein Saint Marys. He is also survived by his 3 children: Gary (Judy) Bensman of Martinsburg, WV; Thomas (Sarni) Bensman 

of Taiwan; Carol (Eric) Foell of Wilmington, OH; by 5 grandchildren: Lyndsey (Jeff) Barr; Jennifer Bensman; Kelsey Foell; 

Bennett Bensman and Bayley Foell. H e was preceded in death by his parents; by two infant siblings; by 4 sisters: Henrietta 

DuPuis; Elizabeth Kendall; Naomi Krick; and Roseann Christman. Walt was a 1949 graduate of Celina High School and attended 

Diesel Engineering school. He was a veteran o f the United States Navy, having served during the Korean War. He retired from 

the Saint Marys Foundry Company and had also operated a Sohio Distributorship. In retirement he worked as a substitute bus 

driver for the Saint Marys City Schools. He was a memb er of Holy Rosary Catholic Church in Saint Marys; the Knights of 

Columbus; American Legion Post 323. He enjoyed traveling and reading.  Mass of Christian Burial will be Tuesday, September 7,  

2010, at Holy Rosary Catholic Church. Burial will take place at E lm Grove Cemetery. Memorial donations may be made to Holy 

Rosary Catholic Church or Grand Lake Hospice.  

 

BENSON, Wesley Earl Benson  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 25 November 2014)  

Wesley Earl Benson, age 93, passed away on Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2014, of natural causes in St. Marys. He was born on Feb. 9, 1921. 

He is survived by his wife Fran, whom he married on Nov. 13, 1954, and his three children: Laurie (Lee) Swimm of Madison, WI;  

Steve (Janice) Benson of Des Moines, IA; Paul (Marke ta) Benson of Atlanta; and six grandchildren. Memorials may be made to 

Habitat for Humanity, the NOMADS or St. Marys Public Library. A celebration of Wes' life will take place in the Meyer 

Community Room at Otterbein -St. Marys Senior Community Friday.  

 

BENZING, Robert L. Benzing  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 29 April 2008)    

Robert L. Benzing, age 71, of Clayton, MI, died Sunday, April 27, 2008, at University of Michigan Hospital in Ann Arbor, MI. He 

was born November 12, 1936, in Wapakoneta, a son of Guy Leroy and Alma Louise (Sandkuhl) Benzing. On Dec. 26, 1959, he 

married Janice Speckman in St. Marys and she survives. He is also survived by a daughter, Amy (William) Ritchie of Clayton; t wo 

sons, Michael (Robin) Benzing of Brit ton, MI and David (Tracie) Benzing of Sand Creek, MI; nine grandchildren; and two sisters. 

Funeral services will be Thursday, at Eagle Funeral Home in Hudson. Interment will follow in North Dover Cemetery. Memorial 

contributions may be directed to the Pulm onary Fibrosis Foundation or the University of Michigan Cardiac Intensive Care Unit.  

 

BENZING, Robert Michael Benzing  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 8 April 2016)    



Robert Michael Benzing, age 52, of Britton, MI, passed away unexpectedly on Wednesday, April 6, 2016.  He was born on June 

7, 1963, in Oregon, the son of Robert Leroy and Janice Ann (Speckman) Benzing.  On June 1 1985, he married Robin Filipek, she 

survives.  In addition to his wife, he is survived by his children Adam (Lisa) Benzing and Chelsea Benzing; by two grandsons 

Oliver and Isaac; by his sister Amy (Bill) Ritchie and his brother David (Tracie) Benzing; by his mother Janice Benzing, and by 

his nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his father Robert Leroy Benzing in April of 2008. Memorial services will 

be Sunday at the Blissfield Baptist Church, 717 N. Monroe St., Blissfield, MI.  

 

BEOUGHER, Betty L. Beougher  

(Abstracted from information fro m the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Betty L. Beougher, age 84, of Celina, passed away Sunday, February 9 at Mercer County Community Hospital, Coldwater.  Born 

April 6, 1929 in Delphos, she was the daughter of the lat e Alfred & Ada (Ferris) Coil.  She married Jack Beougher on August 22, 

1998 and he survives in Celina.  She is also survived by 2 sons: Terry (Denise) Deere of Oxford, OH and Rick (Kim) Deere of 

Celina, 2 daughters: Sandy Slusser of Decatur, IN and Carolyn  (Bill) Smith of Celina, 12 grandchildren, 1 brother: Roger Coil of 

Loveland, CO, and 2 sisters - in- law: Barbara Coil of Mendon and Phyllis (Lawrence) Blakely of Van Wert. She was preceded in 

death by a brother: Norman Coil. Betty was a graduate of Mendon -Union High School. She had been a babysitter, and worked at 

the former Buckeye Apparel Factory in Coldwater. She was a former member of the Eagles Lodge in Celina. Betty's interests 

were taking care of her husband Jack, and flower gardening. She enjoyed gro wing many varieties of roses.  Funeral Services will 

be Thursday, February 13, at W.H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home, Celina. Burial will be at Mercer Memory Gardens, 

Celina. Memorial Contributions may be made to The Cancer Association of Mercer Count y.  

 

BEOUGHER, Celia G. Beougher  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð September 28, 2012 )  

Celia G. Beougher, age 87, of Celina, died Thursday, Sept. 27, 2012, at Celina Manor Nursing Home. She was born on Dec. 27, 

1924, in Celina, to Harvey Shimp and Etha Haney, and they preceded her in death. On Jan. 3, 1942, she married Ray Beougher, 

and he preceded her in death on Feb. 21, 2003. She is survived by 1 son, Ron (Erma) Beougher of Celina; 1 daughter, Barbara 

(Lynn) Avery of Celina; 2 si sters, Wanda Ballard of Altamont, IL, and Marilyn Craft of St. Marys; 10 grandchildren; and 13 

great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by a son, William Beougher; two brothers, Nathan òBrooksó Shimp and Charles 

Shimp; six sisters, Annie Shimp, Stell a Wolfe, Bernice Cone, Rita Groters, Zola Simons and Phylis Simpson. Celia graduated 

magna cum laude from the University of Findlay. She earned her masterõs degree in special education after having three 

children. She was a retired teacher, having spent ti me in Mendon, Neptune, St. Marys and Celina. She enjoyed playing piano, 

organ and marimba. Her other hobbies included tole painting, decorating cakes and many crafts. She drew chalk pictures and 

held inspirational talks to groups. Funeral services will be Monday at Cisco Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will be held in Swamp 

College Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to serving friends and family.  

 

BEOUGHER, Clifford Beougher  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys  and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Clifford Beougher, 85, of 1110 Lane Avenue, Saint Marys, died Tuesday, July 3, 2007, at the Valley Nursing Home, Saint Marys.  

He was born May 26, 1922, in Celina, Ohio, the son of William and B essie (White) Beougher. He married Marcile Krugh on July 

24, 1943; she survives at the residence. He is also survived by a son, Carey (Lucy) Beougher of Kissimmee, FL; a daughter,   Elena 

Beougher of Celina; 7 grandchildren: Carlton Beougher; Andrea Lenore;  Angela Beougher; Andrea Dutton Brown; Nicole Dutton 

Kogge; Cory Dutton; Ryan Dutton; 5 great -grandchildren: Kaylee; Haylee; Kyle; Ryan; and Joel. Cliff was preceded in death by his 

parents; by one son in infancy; by two brothers: Harry and Gale Beougher; by three sisters: Edith Zizelman, Florence Fast and 

Opal Robinson. Cliff attended the Stringtown School in Mercer County. He was a veteran of the United States Army, having 

served in Europe during WWII. He was retired from Huffy Corporation; he also sold i nsurance for Midwestern United Life 

Company. Cliff was a member of the First Church of the Nazarene in Saint Marys and VFW Post 9289. He enjoyed collecting 

cars and coins. Funeral services will be held Saturday, July 7, 2007, at the Miller -Long and Folk Funeral Home, 314 West High 

Street, Saint Marys. Burial, with military rites, will follow at Elm Grove Cemetery. Memorial donations may be directed to ei ther 

the Kidney Foundation or the Cancer Association of Auglaize County.  

 

BEOUGHER, Gary Wayne Beougher  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Gary Wayne Beougher, age 62, of Celina, passed away Sunday, August 25, 2013 at his residence. He was born May 13, 1951 in 

Lima, the son of Minnie (M ullen) Beougher, who survives in Coldwater and the late Hubert F. Beougher. He is survived by his 

sister: Linda (Alvin) Heitkamp of Coldwater and his niece and nephews: Jeff D. Davis of Sidney, Stacy W. Davis of Columbus an d 

Jeremy J. Davis of Celina. Prec eding him in death was a brother Michael, who died in infancy. Gary had worked at Mersman 

Tables and Huffy Manufacturing, both in Celina.  Funeral Services will be held Wednesday, August 28th, at W.H. Dick & Sons -



Hellwarth Funeral Home, Celina. Burial will  follow at Mercer Memory Gardens, Celina. Memorial Contributions may be made to 

State of the Heart Hospice.  

 

BEOUGHER, H. Beougher  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

H. Beougher, age 89, passed away at the Ohio Veterans Home in Georgetown on Wednesday, April 6, 2011. He was born in Celina 

on January 14, 1922 to Chester O. and Edna (Springer) Beougher. He was preceded in death by his wife Nellie (Keiser) Donovan 

on May 27, 1975; and hi s four brothers Carl, LeRoy, Lawrence and Hubert Beougher and five sisters Opal Leloup, Cecil Norris, 

Mamie Chilcoat and Florence and Elsie Beougher. Bob was a veteran of the U.S. Army where he served as a heavy machine 

gunner in Normandy, Northern France,  Rhineland and the Ardennes in Central Europe. He also spent time in Okinawa, Japan. One 

of the many jobs Bob held was working on the construction of the Hoover Dam in Nevada, he also was a railroad worker and was 

employed at St. Marys Iron & Steel. Bob at tended Light House Community Fellowship Church in Celina. He enjoyed playing the 

harmonica and whittling. Bob was known for his home remedies for various ailments, his home cooking and his sense of humor. 

Graveside services at Swamp College Cemetery on Tue sday, April 12, 2011. Military rites were performed by the Celina 

American Legion Post # 210 and the Celina Veterans of Foreign Wars Post # 5713.  

 

BEOUGHER, Jackie E. Beougher  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes  of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 17 September 

2016)           

Jackie E. "Jack" Beougher, age 82, of Celina, passed away Saturday, September 17, 2016 at The Laurels of Shane Hill, 

Rockford, where he had been a resident for the past year. He was born September 1 9, 1933 in Celina, to the late LeRoy & 

Waneta (Alexander) Beougher. He married Betty L. (Coil) Miller on August 22, 1998. She preceded him in death on February 9, 

2014. Jack is survived by a sister, Phyllis (Larry) Blakely of Van Wert; and  nieces & nephews: Barb Hodge, Carol Wier, Richard 

Godwin, Ralph Godwin, Michael Blakely, Chad Blakely, Kenny Browder, James Beougher, Bob Beougher, and a special nephew and 

caregiver, Dale Godwin. Preceding him in death were his three brothers: Ralph Beougher, Dick Beough er and Bernard Beougher. 

Jack loved his pet chihuahuas, and spending time with his family. He enjoyed playing Bingo, listening to country music, and 

watching John Wayne movies. Funeral Services will be Wednesday, September  21, at W.H. Dick & Sons - Hellwarth Funeral 

Home in Celina. Burial will follow at Mercer Memory Gardens, Celina. Memorial Contributions may be made to The Cancer 

Association of Mercer County.  

 

BEOUGHER, Joshua A. Beougher  

 (Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Serv ices, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Joshua A. Beougher, 28, 306 North Defiance St., Wapakoneta, OH, died Thursday, June 28, 2007 at his residence. He was born 

June 12, 1979 in Columbus, OH, the son of Keith and Ron da (Gehm) Beougher.  His father, Keith (Susan) Beougher survives in 

Columbus, OH; his mother, Ronda (Bob) Klosterman survives in St. Marys, OH. In addition to his parents, he is survived by a 

Long-time companion, Renda Finfrock, of Wapakoneta, OH; his son,  Noble Finfrock, of Wapakoneta, OH; maternal grandparents, 

Melville and Louise Gehm, of Rockford, OH; step -brother, Rob (Cindy) Klosterman, of St. Marys, OH; step -sister, Stacy (Randy) 

Sleeper, of Columbus, OH.  Josh was preceded in death by his paternal g randparents,  Russel and Helen Beougher. He attended 

St. Marys Memorial High School. Josh was employed at the St. Marys Foundry. Josh loved music, drawing and taking care of his 

nine month old son, Noble. Funeral services will be held Monday, July 2, 2007 a t Miller -Long and Folk Funeral Home, 314 West 

High St., St. Marys, OH. Memorial donations may be directed to his son, Noble.    

 

BEOUGHER, Marcile A. Beougher  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio  - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Marcile A. Beougher, 85, of 1110 Lane Avenue, St. Marys, OH died Friday, November 20, 2009 at her residence.  She was born 

April 17, 1924 in Ohio City, OH, the daughter of Carey and Mae (Gephardt) Krugh.  She married Cl ifford Beougher on July 24, 

1943; he preceded her in death on July 3, 2007.  She is survived by 1 son, Carey (Lucy) Beougher of Kissimmee, FL; 1 daughter, 

Elena Beougher of St. Marys, OH; 7 grandchildren: Carlton Beougher, Andrea Thanner, Angela Ralls, Andr ea Dutton Brown, 

Nicole Dutton Kogge, Cory Dutton, Ryan Dutton; 7 great -grandchildren:   Kaylee, Haylee, Kyle, Ryan, Joel, Emma, Aiden; and 1 

sister, Mary Ellen Scheidt of Ohio City, OH.  She was preceded in death by her parents; husband; her siblings:   Eugene Krugh, 

Billy Krugh, Marcella Smith, Arlene Kline, Alice Blackely, Donna   Ruth McGlen; and Wilbur Krugh.   She retired from Crown 

Equipment Corporation.   She was a member of the First Church of the Nazarene in St. Marys.   She enjoyed drawing, crocheting 

and playing bingo. Funeral rites for Mrs. Beougher will be held Wednesday, November 25 at Miller Long and Fold Funeral Home, 

West High Street Chapel in St. Marys.   Burial will follow at Elm Grove Cemetery, St. Marys, OH.  Memorial contributions may be 

direc ted to the American Heart Association.  



 

BEOUGHER, Minnie L. Beougher  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 17 December 

2015)   

Minnie L. Beougher, age 90, of Celina, passed away Thursday , December 17, 2015 at Briarwood Village in Coldwater. She was 

born September 26, 1925 in Delphos, to the late Edward J. & Leola Harris Mullen. Minnie married Hubert F. Beougher on 

February 26, 1951, and he passed away on October 15, 1971. She is survived by 1 daughter, Linda (Alvin) Heitkamp of Coldwater, 

1 sister, Jan Colson of Medina, 1 brother - in- law, Frank (Priscilla) Rigdon of Venedocia; 6 grandchildren: Jeff Davis of Sidney, 

Stacie Davis of Dublin, Jeremy Davis of Celina, Annette (Jim) Bertke of New Bremen, Christa (Brett) Siefring of Kettering and 

Matt Heitkamp of Coldwater; and 10 great grandchildren: Raegan Pierce, Ben Willis, Lauryn Davis, Garrett Davis, Tyler Bertke,  

Ashlyn Bertke, Zach Bertke, Ethan Heitkamp, Evan Heitkamp and Sophia Siefring. P receding her in death was her Son, Gary 

Wayne Beougher, who died August 25, 2013, three Sisters: Dee (Dick) Hannan, Mary (Al) Placke and Lula Rigdon, a brother, Bill  

(Marie) Mullen, an infant Brother, Michael, and a brother - in- law, Ken Colson.  Minnie was a homemaker and enjoyed taking care 

of her grandchildren. As a hobby, she knitted many items for family members. Minnie enjoyed the music of Elvis Presley. 

Funeral services will be Monday, December 21st, at W.H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home in Celina . Burial will be at Mercer 

Memory Gardens, Celina. Memorial Contributions may be made to the Cancer Association of Mercer County.  

 

BEOUGHER, Robert H. Beougher  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 11 April 2011) 

Robert H. Beougher, age 89 , of Celina, died Wednesday, April 6, 2011, at the Ohio Veterans Home in Georgetown. He was born 

on Jan. 14, 1922, in Celina, the son of Chester O. and Edna (Springer) Beougher, and they preceded him in death. He married 

Nellie (Keiser) Donovan Beougher, a nd she preceded him in death on May 27, 1975. He was also preceded in death by four 

brothers and five sisters. He was a U. S. Army veteran of World War II, serving as a heavy machine gunner in Okinawa, 

Normandy, northern France, Rhineland and the Ardennes.  Graveside services will be Tuesday at Swamp College Cemetery, Celina. 

Military rites will be conducted by Celina VFW Post 5713 and American Legion Post 210. There will be no visitation. 

Arrangements are being handled by W. H. Dick and Sons -Hellwarth Funer al Home in Celina. 

 

BERG, Ryan Dean Berg  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð December 12, 2011)   

Ryan Dean Berg, 7 months, of New Bremen, passed away peacefully Friday, Dec. 9, 2011, at the Cincinnati Childrenõs Hospital 

surrounded by his family.  He was born on May 11, 2011, at the Miami Valley Hospital in Dayton, the son of Jamie Berg and 

Stephanie Gillingham, and they survive him in New Bremen. He is also survived by his brother, Jay Michael Gillingham at home;  

his grandparents, Mary  and Thomas Walter of Sidney, James Berg of New Knoxville and Dawn and Tom Fair of Sidney; his 

great -grandparents, Lawrence and Elizabeth Gorman of San Diego, CA, Richard and Elaine Gillingham of Michigan, Jean Walter 

of Wapakoneta, James Brining of New Br emen and Mary Berg of Wapakoneta; a number of aunts, uncles and cousins.  He was 

preceded in death by his grandfather, Dean Gillingham. Memorial services will be Tuesday at the First Baptist Church, 309 E. 

North St., Sidney. In memory of Ryan and in lieu o f flowers, the family requests contributions be made to the Childrenõs 

Hospital in Cincinnati.   Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home of New Bremen assisted with the arrangements.  

 

BERG, William C. Berg  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð Octobe r 23, 2012 )  

William C. (Bill) Berg, age 71, of Wapakoneta, died on Sunday, Oct. 21, 2012.  Bill died as a result of extensive farm accident 

injuries occurring one week earlier.   He was born on Nov. 25, 1940, in Lima, the son of Egon Jr. and Dorothy (Knieri m) Berg. On 

Nov. 28, 1963, he married Judith Truitt Berg, and she survives him. He is also survived by 1 daughter, Trudy Berg (Mike Redix ) 

of Houston, TX; 1 son, William Kess   (Amy Joy) Berg of Chesterfield, MO; 2 brothers, James F. (Carol Bauer) Berg and John E. 

Berg of Wapakoneta; 1 sister, Judith A. (Berg) Mason of Louisville, KY; 3 nephews, Mathew Berg, Scott Hittepole and Monte 

Berg; and 1 niece, Bridget Hittepole. Bill graduated from Blume High School in 1958.  His youth activities included 4 -H and FFA, 

where he served as chapter president.  After graduation, he attended Ohio State University. Bill was a life -time activist for 

agriculture. He farmed with his father, Egon, for more than 30 years and had been a full - time farmer with his brother, Jim, 

since 1989. Bill and Jim farm more than 1,400 acres of corn, soybeans and winter wheat as W&J Farming Partnership.  Berg 

retired from the United States Postal Service (Wapakoneta) in 1992, with more than 30 years of service. Bill served 16 years 

on behalf of his  fellow farmers as a board member of the Ohio Corn and Wheat Growers Association in 1997 (then called the 

Ohio Corn Growers Association).  Billõs commitment to his work was unquestionable. He tirelessly carried the agriculture message 

to Washington, DC, for  16 years, where he sat face -to -face with Congressmen and Senators to lobby for sound agriculture 

policy on behalf of his fellow farmers. Bill hosted meetings in his county and on his farm for elected officials, foreign cor n 

buyers and his fellow farmers t o tell the agriculture story. He served at the national level as a member of the National Corn 

Growers Association (NCGA) Production and Stewardship Action Team working on issues such as U.S. Transportation 



Infrastructure (locks and dams) and Environmental  Issues (balancing food production with a clean U.S. water supply).  Most 

recently, Bill served as vice chairman of the NCGA Growers Services Action Team, focusing on increasing membership in the 

organization, communicating agricultureõs message to consumers and lawmakers and providing scholarships to college students 

studying agriculture.  Billõs service and respected leadership in Ohio and U.S. agriculture has built a large network of friends 

across the country. Berg was president of the Auglaize County Adv isory Committee and a member of the Endowment and 

Legislative Subcommittees of the Extension Advisory Committee.  Bill held many positions with the Auglaize County Cattlemenõs 

Association and was chairman of the Auglaize County Cattlemenõs Food Stand at the Auglaize County Fair for more than 20 

years, where he enjoyed seeing many of his lifelong friends. He was honored as the Auglaize County Cattleman of the Year in 

1995. Berg also received the Ohio Extension Agents Association Appreciation Award in 2001.  The award was in recognition for 

the leadership and support of the Ohio State University Extension Educational Programs. Other memberships include the 

American Soybean Association and American Farm Bureau. Bill was a life member of St. Paul United Church of Christ of 

Wapakoneta. He served on the church council and was council president numerous times. Bill enjoyed being Mr. Fix -It with other 

members of the congregation.   He especially enjoyed playing in the bell choir and on the dart -ball team throughout the years 

and cherished the fellowship that was characteristic of those groups.  Bill was an active bowler for more than 50 years in the 

Wapakoneta area. Memorial services will be Thursday at St. Paul United Church of Christ, 101 S. Perry St., Wapakoneta. In li eu 

of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the St. Paul Adult Bell Choir or to the St. Paul U.C.C. Living Endowment Fu nd. 

Arrangements are being handled by Schlosser Funeral Home & Cremation Services, Wapakoneta.  

 

BERGMAN, Alma M. Bergman  

(Abstra cted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 24 March 2011)   

Alma M. Bergman, age 82, of Yorkshire, died on Wednesday, March 23, 2011, at Joint Township District Memorial Hospital in St.  

Marys. She was born on Dec. 27, 1928, in St. Anthony of Padua, th e daughter of Peter and Regina (Homan) Rauh, and they 

preceded her in death. On Oct. 3, 1959, she married Joseph J. Bergman, and he preceded her in death on June 8, 1995. She is 

survived by her three sons, Vincent (Laura) Bergman of Yorkshire, Vernon (Donn a) Bergman of Minster, Fred (Ruth) Bergman of 

Coldwater; her sister - in- law; nine grandchildren and one great -granddaughter. She was also preceded in death by her brother. A 

Mass of Christian burial will be Monday at St. Nicholas Catholic Church, Osgood. Bu rial will follow at St. Martin Cemetery in 

Osgood. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster handled the arrangements.  

 

BERGMAN, Donna Mae Bergman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð August 15, 2011)   

Donna Mae Bergman, age 51, of 147 Hanover S t., Minster, died Friday, Aug. 12, 2011, in the emergency room at Joint Township 

District Memorial Hospital in St. Marys. She was born on Sept. 20, 1960, in Coldwater, to Ralph and Mary Ann (Riethman) 

Wenning, and her father preceded her in death. Her moth er survives her in Maria Stein. On July 31, 1982, at St. John Church in 

Maria Stein, she married Vernon W. Bergman, and he survives her. She is also survived by her 6 siblings; 2 sisters - in- law; and 1 

brother - in- law. She was preceded in death by a brother;  and a sister in - law. Funeral services will be Wednesday at St. 

Augustine Catholic Church. Burial will follow in St. Augustine Cemetery in Minster. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster is 

handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to the Mi nster Area Life Squad.  

 

BERGMAN, Eugene F. Bergman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð November 23, 2012 )  

Eugene F. òGeneó Bergman, age 82, of 8635 Erie Drive, Maria Stein, died Wednesday, Nov. 21, 2012, at his home in Maria Stein. 

He was born on Oct. 1, 1930, in Maria Stein, to Lawrence and Frances (Bruns) Bergman, and they preceded him in death. On June 

20, 1956, in Osgood, he married Kathleen òKateó Schulze, and she preceded him in death 11 days ago on Nov. 10. He is survived 

by his c hildren, Linda (Steve) Moeller of Maria Stein, Randy (Linda) Bergman of Maria Stein, Jay (Pam) Bergman of Montezuma 

and Jody (Rick) Gerlach of St. Henry; 10 grandchildren; 1 great -grandchild; 4 siblings; 1 sister - in- law; and 2 brothers - in- law. He 

was preceded in death by two brothers; two sisters; and a brother - in- law. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Monday at St. John 

the Baptist Catholic Church in Maria Stein.  Burial will take place in St. John Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster is 

handling the arrangements.   

 

BERGMAN, Kathleen Bergman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð November 12, 2012 )  

Kathleen òKateó Bergman, age 80, of 8635 Erie Drive, Maria Stein, died Saturday, Nov. 10, 2012, at OSU Medical Center in 

Columbus. She was born on Jan. 5, 1932, in Versailles, to Bernard and Victoria (Pleiman) Schulze, and they preceded her in 

death. On June 20, 1956, in Osgood, she married Eugene Bergman, and he survives in Maria Stein. She is also survived by her 

children, Linda (Steve) Moe lller of Maria Stein, Randy (Linda) Bergman of Maria Stein, Jay (Pam) Bergman of Montezuma and 

Jody (Rick) Gerlach of St. Henry; 10 grandchildren; 1 great -grandchild; 2 sisters; 2 brothers - in- law; and 1 sister - in- law. She was 

preceded in death by two siste rs; and a brother Bernard. A Mass of Christian burial will be Wednesday at St. John the Baptist 



Catholic Church of Maria Stein.  Burial will take place in St. John Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster is handling the 

arrangements.  

 

BERGMAN, Kathleen Bergman 

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 16 May 2017)         

Kathleen "Katy" Bergman, age 76, of Yorkshire, died on Sunday, May 14, 2017, at Joint Township District Memorial Hospital in 

St. Marys. She was born on Sept. 11, 1940, in S t. Marys to the late Angelo and Kathryn (Klosterman) Helmstetter. She married 

Alfred L. Bergman on April 15, 1961, and he preceded her in death on Jan. 18, 2007. She is survived by children: Dennis and 

Judy Bergman, Yorkshire; Dianne and Jim Pleiman, Fort Loramie, Shelley and Peter This, New Bremen, Pam Bergman, Minster; 

Stacy and Brad Sallman, Noblesville, IN; Jenny Bergman, Columbus; 11 grandchildren; two great -grandchildren; brothers and 

sisters, Jeanne and Frank Kuenning, New Bremen, and David and Cinda  Helmstetter, St. Marys; in - laws, Virginia Helmstetter, 

Wapakoneta, Evelyn and Tom Franz, Versailles, and Eileen Hauser, Duluth, GA. She was preceded in death by a daughter, Jill; 

brothers, Robert Helmstetter, William and Marilyn Helmstetter; and an in - law, Edward Bergman. She was a member of St. 

Michael Catholic Church, Fort Loramie. A Mass of Christian burial will be Saturday at St. Michael Catholic Church, Fort Loram ie. 

Burial will take place in the Gethsemane Cemetery, St. Marys.  Hogenkamp Funeral Home  is entrusted with the arrangements.  

 

BERGMAN, Nicholas F. Bergman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð February 11, 2013 ) 

Nicholas F. Bergman, age 88, of Botkins, died Saturday, Feb. 9, 2013, at Heritage Manor Nursing Center.  He was bor n on Aug. 

23, 1924, in Egypt, to the late Fred and Katherine (Dircksen) Bergman.  On Sept. 27, 1947, he married Norma Berning  in St. 

Patrick, and she survives in Botkins.  He is also survived by children, Diane (Joe) Pohlman of Cassella, Betty Shardo and fia ncé 

Joe Mescher of Versailles, Mary Moeller and friend Mike Schneider of New Bremen, Tom (Mary) Bergman of McDonough, GA, 

Linda (Melvin) Behr of Wapakoneta, Jeanne (Tom) Boerger of Fort Loramie, Nicholas Bergman Jr. of Jackson Center, Ron 

(Jeanie) Bergman of Botkins, John (Janet) Bergman of Botkins, Elaine (Steve) Luthman of Anna; 40 grandchildren; and 47 

great -grandchildren.   He was preceded in death by three brothers and two sisters.  He was a veteran of the US Army in the 

Philippines during World War II a nd a member of American Legion Post 241 New Bremen.  Mass of Christian Burial will be 

Thursday at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Botkins.   Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster is in charge of the 

arrangements. Burial will take place with full militar y honors at St. Lawrence Cemetery, Rhine. Memorials may be made to State 

of the Heart Hospice and Heritage Manor Activity Fund.  

 

BERGMAN, Oscar Bergman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 10 September 2009)    

Oscar Bergman, age 79, 47 W ashington St., Minster, died Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2009, at his residence after a short illness. He was 

born March 22, 1930, in Newport, a son of Frank and Frances (Broerman) Bergman, and they preceded him in death. On Oct. 8, 

1955, in Minster, he married Barb ara Grogean, she preceded him in death July, 18, 1998. He is survived by his children, Randy 

(Donna) Bergman of Minster, Nick (Ann) Bergman of Piqua, Greg (Lizzy) Bergman of Sidney, Sandy (John) Couch of Houston, Jill 

(Steve) McEldowney of Minster and 13 g randchildren. He was preceded in death by two brothers; a sister; and a daughter - in-

law. He was a Marine veteran having served during the Korean War. Full military honors will be conducted at the graveside by 

The Minster Firing Squad. A Mass of Christian B urial will be Saturday, at St. Augustine Church. Burial will follow in the church 

cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster is handling the arrangements.  

 

BERGMAN, Otmar F. Bergman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 10 February 2014)  

Otmar F. "Curly" Bergman, age 85, of Montezuma, died Sunday, Feb. 9, 2014, at Mercer County Community Hospital in 

Coldwater. He was born on Oct. 31, 1928, in Maria Stein, to the late Lawrence and Frances (Bruns) Bergman. On July 11, 1970, 

he married Margar et "Peg" (Kaiser) in Fort Recovery, and she survives in Montezuma. He is also survived by 4 sons, David 

Bergman of Hamburg, Germany; Larry (Lisa) Bergman of Lisle, IL; Rick (Amy) Bergman of Minster; and Joe (Beth) Bergman of 

Columbus, nine grandchildren, t wo brothers and one sister and five in - laws. He was preceded in death by three brothers and one 

sister and two sets of in - laws. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Thursday at St. John Catholic Church, Maria Stein. Burial will 

follow in St. John Cemetery. H ogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster handled the arrangements. Memorials may be made to the 

Center for Neurological Development.  

 

BERGMAN, Randall F. Bergman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 26 March 2012)  

Randall F. "Rocket" Bergman, age 5 5, of 22 S. Webster St., Minster, died Saturday, March 24, 2012, in the emergency room at 

Joint Township District Memorial Hospital in St. Marys. He was born on May 31, 1956, in Sidney, to Oscar and Barbara 

(Grogean) Bergman, and they preceded him in death . On May 26, 1979, in Minster, he married Donna Wuebker, and she survives. 



He is also survived by his children, Rachel Bergman of Minster, Ryan (Angie) Bergman of Anna and Eric Bergman of Minster; two  

grandchildren; two step -grandchildren and four siblings . A Mass of Christian burial will be Wednesday at St. Augustine Church. 

Burial will follow at St. Augustine Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster handled the arrangements. Memorial donations 

may be made to the American Cancer Society.  

 

BERGMAN, Raymo nd Bergman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 15 October 2016)    

Raymond F. Bergman, age 64, of Minster, passed away Thursday, Oct. 13, 2016, at Hospice of Miami County Inpatient Unit, 

Troy.  He was born on May 30, 1952, in Dayton to th e late Raymond A. and Elizabeth (Buescher) Bergman. On May 31, 1975, in St. 

Augustine Church, Minster, he married Ann Boeckman, and she survives in Minster. He is also survived by 2 children: Raymond 

Bergman of Cincinnati, and Julia (Zach) Lee of Columbus;  2 grandsons: Booker and Isaiah Lee; siblings: Greg and Betty Bergman 

of Minster; Katherine Bergman of Chicago; Sandy Grannen and Tim Schneider of Cincinnati; and Bethan and Dan Carson of 

Cincinnati; by in - laws: James Boeckman of Dayton; Barb and Jack Wils on of Troy; Paul and Phyllis Boeckman of Dayton; Mark and 

Florence Boeckman of Atlanta; Kathy and Wayne Mullenix of Piqua; and Joe and Jane Boeckman of Columbus. He was preceded in 

death by a brother Thomas Bergman. He was a member of St. Augustine Catholi c Church, Minster. Ray attended the Air Force 

Academy and graduated from Case Western University. He formerly worked as an applications programmer, and was an avid 

runner, even completing the Chicago Marathon. Ray was a family man and will be remembered as  a loving husband, dad and "Pops" 

to his grandsons. A Memorial Mass will be Tuesday at St. Augustine Catholic Church, Minster. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, 

Minster handled the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to the St. Augustine Mission Commiss ion.  

 

BERGMAN, Richard S. Bergman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 25 February 2011)   

Richard S. Bergman, age 89, of 04657 Lock Two Road, New Bremen, died Wednesday, Feb. 23, 2011, in the Emergency Room of 

Joint Township District Memorial Hospital, St. Marys. He was born on April 10, 1921, near Maria Stein, the son of Lawrence an d 

Frances (Bruns) Bergman, and they preceded him in death. On Oct. 3, 1953, he married Ivalou Greve, and she surv ives near New 

Bremen. He was also survived by his children, Diane (Ron) Moeller of Peninsula, Rebecca (Rolf) Wielick of Seattle, WA, Lisa 

(Bob) Moeller of New Bremen, Dan Bergman of New Bremen, Greg (Karen) Bergman of Bowling Green; his grandchildren, 

Elizabeth, Erin and Emelie Moeller, Lia and Lindsey Wielick, Benjamin and Brooke Bergman; his in - laws, Thomas Minch of Xenia, 

Robert Willhoff of Tipp City, Luetta Ruppert of Wapakoneta, Victoria Rohrbach of St. Marys and Nelson Greve of Wapakoneta. 

He was also preceded in death by his siblings, Marinus Bergman, Irene Minch and Teresa Willhoff. He was a member of the 

Church of the Holy Redeemer in New Bremen and the American Legion Post 571 of Maria Stein. He served in the European 

Theater during World War II wi th the United States Army Air Corp. Richard enjoyed collecting and restoring antique tractors. 

He was engaged in farming his whole life and retired in 1986 after 43 years of service from the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. 

of St. Marys. A Mass of Christian Bu rial will be Saturday at the Church of the Holy Redeemer, New Bremen. Burial will be in the 

German Protestant Cemetery in New Bremen. Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home in New Bremen is handling the arrangements. The 

family requests that memorial contributions m ay be made to the Holy Redeemer Church or to the charity of the donor's choice.  

 

BERGMAN, Rita A. Bergman   

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys,  Ohio ð 5 December 2014)  

Rita A. Bergman, age 88 of 139 N. Hanover St. Minster, died Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2014, at Versailles Health Care Center. She 

was born on Nov. 13, 1926, in Minster to the late Joseph and Margaret (Reising) Melcher. She married LeRoy F . Bergman on 

June 5, 1948 in Minster. He preceded her in death on Sept. 4, 2013. She is survived by sister, Helen Priske of Dayton, twin 

sister, Ruth Hinker of Minster, in - laws Ruth Roth of Celina and Norma Bergman of Fort Loramie and Paul and Pat Bergman of 

Fort Loramie. She was preceded in death by a sister Margaret and Charles Antony, brother Henry Melcher, brothers - in- law 

Tom Priske, Neal Hinker, in - laws Urban and Teckla Bergman, Lester Bergman and Ralph Roth. She was a member of St. 

Augustine Catholic Church, Minster. She was the first female purchasing agent for Minster Machine. She retired from Minster 

Machine and from Precision Strip. Mass of Christian Burial will be Tuesday at St. Augustine Catholic Church, Minster. Burial will 

take place in St. Aug ustine Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster handled the arrangements.  

 

BERGMAN, Velma M. Bergman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð October 31, 2014 )    

Velma M. Bergman, age 92, of Maria Stein, died Friday, Oct. 31, 2014, at The G ardens of St. Henry.  She was born on Sept. 9, 

1922, in Egypt to the late Joseph and Cecelia (Wehrman) Prenger.   She married Herbert R. Bergman on Nov. 18 1941, in 

Egypt.  He preceded her in death on Nov. 12, 2003.  She is survived by children JoAnn Kunkler of Carthagena, Thomas Bergman 

of Beaumont, TX; Dorothy Wilker of Englewood; Mildred and John Heitkamp of Tipp City; Michelle and Gary Paulus of Vandalia; 

Ted and Sarah Bergman of Maria Stein; Theresa Bergman of Richland, WA; Janet and Kris Darr of St. Mary s; Jon and Julie 

Bergman of Maria Stein; 44 grandchildren; 72 great -grandchildren and 3 great -great -grandchildren; sisters - in- law Alma 

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/1520D181CC6BEA98-1520D181CC6BEA98%3F


Prenger, of Coldwater; Irene Prenger of Egypt; Evelyn Kunkler of New Weston; Wilma Wynk of Coldwater; Art and Ann Bergman  

of Maplewood and Barbara Winner of Osgood.  She was preceded in death by sons -in- law Donald Kunkler and Donald Wilker, a 

daughter, Jean Bergman, three grandchildren, brothers and sisters Bernadine and Dan Hoelscher, Loretta and Victor 

Huelskamp, Estella and Edward Piekenbrock, Irene and Louis Otte, Victor Prenger, Mark Prenger and Sally and Andy Sommers 

and in- laws Verena and Vitalis Grilliot, Lester Bergman, Virgil Bergman and Fred Kunkler.   She was a member of St. John the 

Baptist Catholic Church, Maria S tein and St. Annõs Rosary and Altar Sodality.  She worked for Buckeye Apparel, Valley Nursing 

Home and Bergman Tool. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Wednesday at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, Maria 

Stein.  Burial will take place at in St. John Ce metery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster is handling the arrangements. Memorial 

contributions may be made to the State of the Heart Hospice.  

  

BERGMAN, Victor G. Bergman  

(Abstracted from  http://www.ciscofuneralhome.com/obituaries/Victor -Bergman/#!/Obituary ) 

Victor G. Bergman, age 98, of Celina, Ohio, died on Saturday, October 21, 2017, at The Gardens of Celina, where he resided fo r 

one week. He was born July 25, 1919 in St. Rose, Ohio to the late John T. and Bernadina (Knuefner) Bergman. On September 23, 

1950 he married Helen (Borger) Bergman in the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Celina, Ohio, who survives with a 

number of nieces and nephews. Also preceded in death by his siblings, Elizabeth (Benedict) Keller, Aloys Bergman, Clarence 

Bergman, Rosemary (Norbert) Brunswick, Norbert (Viola) Bergman and Rosalinda (Norbert) Siefring; his father and mother - in-

law, Farry and Cecelia (Schmalstig) Borge r; sisters and brothers - in- law, Gerald (Elizabeth) Borger, Alfred (Dorothy) Borger, 

Roselyn Birkmeyer, and Elmer Borger who died in infancy. Other survivors include sisters and brothers - in- law, Louis (Beatrice) 

Borger, St. Marys, Mildred (Louis) Homan, Day ton, Lucille (Urban) Berning, Maria Stein, and John Birkmeyer, Celina.  Victor was 

a 1939 graduate of Minster High School. He served his country in the United States Air Force during the WWII era, where he 

was a bombardier on the B24 plane. He retired as a  farmer and a bookkeeper for the Ohio Department of Transportation in 

Mercer County after 22 years of service. He was member of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Celina, Knights of 

Columbus, Celina, Maria Stein American Legion 571, as past commander a nd county commander, Mercer County Ohio Genealogy 

Society, and Mercer County Historical Society. Victor enjoyed traveling throughout the United States and European Countries. 

He also loved working on genealogy and spending time with his family and friends.  Cisco Funeral Home, Celina, OH is entrusted 

with the arrangements. A Knights of Columbus prayer service will be conducted. Mass of Christian burial and the celebration o f 

his life will be Wednesday October 25, 2017, in the Immaculate Conception Catholic C hurch, Celina. Burial will follow at St. 

Marys Catholic Cemetery, Celina, with military honors by Maria Stein American Legion Post #571. In lieu of flowers please 

donate to the School Endowment Fund at Immaculate Conception Church and/or to a charity of th e donorõs choice.  

 

BERGMAN, Viola Bergman  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxvil le, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Viola Bergman, 90, of 18244 Auglaize -Mercer County Line Road, Celina, Ohio, died Saturday, October 13, 2007. She was born 

July 13, 1917, in McCartyville, Ohio, the daughter of John and Catherine (Prenger) Fril ling. She married Norbert Bergman on 

February 14, 1953; he preceded her in death on December 9, 2002. She is survived by her three children: John (Karen) Bergman 

of Celina; James (Donna) Bergman of Marlboro, CT; and Cathy Bergman of Celina. She is survived  by five grandchildren: Andrew, 

Leslie, Michael, Tommy and Lea Bergman. She was preceded in death by her parents, husband and her siblings: Leo, Charles, 

Bernard, Aloys, Ray, Julius, Clarence and Lawrence Frilling and Margaret Farno. Viola was a homemaker and assisted in the 

operation of the family farm. She attended Minster High School. She was a member of Holy Rosary Catholic Church in Saint 

Marys, and the Altar Sodality of the Church. She was a member of the DAV Aux. in Wapakoneta. She enjoyed reading, c anning 

food and spending time with her grandchildren. Mass of Christian Burial will be Wednesday, October 17, 2007, at Holy Rosary 

Catholic Church, Saint Marys. Burial will follow at Gethsemane Cemetery in Saint Marys. Memorial donations may be directed to  

the Endowment Fund of the Church.  

 

BERKES. Howard L. Berkes  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 20 April 2009)    

Howard L. Berkes, age 81, of St. Marys, formerly of Albion, IN, died Saturday, April 18, 2009, in his home. He was born on 

Sept.1, 1927, in Avilla, IN, a son of Robert and Bernice (Smith) Berkes. He is survived by his wife, Mary (Franks) Berkes; a 

daughter, Mary Beth (Bert) Helsel of Minster; a son, Howard Blake (Lisa) Berkes of Wawaka, IN; 6 grandchildren; and 9 great -

grandchildren. He was preceded in death by a son, Howard Blain Berkes. A memorial service will be held later. No visiting hours 

are planned. Arrangements are by Bayliff and Son Funeral Home, Cridersville.  

 

BERNARD, Mary L. Bernard  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 27 March 2015)     



Mary L. Bernard, age 82, of St. Henry, died on Wednesday, March 25, 2015, at Briarwood Village, Coldwater. She was born on 

July 23, 1932, in St. Marys, to the late Jess and Erma (Harris) Harner. On Feb. 7, 1953, in St. Henry, she married Elmer J. 

Bernard, who died on Nov. 26, 2007. She is survived by 4 children: James (Cindy) Bernard of Montezuma; John Bernard of 

Coldwater; JoAnn (Bruce) Oatman of Ashtabula, Judy Bernard of Ogden, UT; 5 grandchildren, 13 great -grandchildren, 2 sisters 

and in- laws. She was preceded in death by many brothers and sisters. Mass of Christian burial will be Monday at St. Henry 

Catholic Church. Burial will follow in St. Henry Cemetery, St. Henry. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, St. Henry.  

 

BERNARD, Michael L. Bernard  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Michael L. "Doat" Bernard , 65, of 686 Coventry Green in St. Marys, OH passed away peacefully, su rround by his family, Friday, 

September 20, 2013 at Lima Memorial Health System after a short but hard -fought battle with cancer.  He was born April 18, 

1948 in St. Marys, OH to Charles and Mary Ann (Wehrkamp) Bernard. He is survived by his wife of almost 43 years, Shirley A. 

Poeppelman, whom he married on December 26, 1970 at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Celina, OH. He is also 

survived by his 4 children: 3 daughters Laura (Brian) Borkowski   of Oconomowoc, WI; Melissa (Jeremy) Wenning of St. Mar ys, 

OH; Tracy Bernard   of St. Marys, OH; 1 son Brian (Janelle Booth) Bernard   of St. Marys, OH;  9 grandchildren; his mother Mary 

Ann Bernard -Keller of St. Marys, OH; and 1 sister Michelle (Dave "Tiny" Brannan) Miller of Spencerville, OH. He was preceded 

in death by his father, Charles Bernard and his step -father, Henry Keller. He was a 1966 graduate of St. Marys Memorial High 

School. He was a veteran of the United States Navy and served three tours of duty during the Vietnam era on the USS 

Constellation, US S Ranger, and the USS Enterprise. He was a retired production employee for the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. 

in St. Marys. He also served several terms as a councilman for the City of St. Marys.  He was a member of Holy Rosary Catholic 

Church, Knights of Colum bus Council #1592, American Legion Post #323, VFW Post #9289, Eagles Lodge Aerie #767 and St. 

Marys Outing Club (Idlewild). Mike was an avid outdoorsman who enjoyed hunting, fishing, golfing, gardening and riding his 

motorcycle.  He was a huge fan of the S t. Marys Roughriders, Ohio State Buckeyes, and Chicago Bears.  He loved doing 

crossword puzzles and spending time with his friends and family. Mass of Christian Burial is scheduled to be Wednesday 

September 25, 2013 at Holy Rosary Catholic Church 511 E. Sp ring Street in St. Marys. Burial, with full graveside military 

honors, will follow at Gethsemane Cemetery in St. Marys.  Memorial contributions may be made to the Ohio State Cancer 

Research Center.   

 

BERNHOLD, Gregg P. Bernhold  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 8 June 2015)    

Gregg P. Bernhold, age 52, of Noblesville, IN, died on Thursday June 4, 2015, in Noblesville, IN.  He was born on July 18, 19 62, 

in St. Marys to Roland and the late Patricia (Shenk) Ber nhold. He is survived by his father Roland and wife Mary Brecount -

Bernhold of Minster; his sons Parker and Spencer and their mother Linda, all of Carmel, IN, and by his siblings Mark (Susan) 

Bernhold, Bruce (Audra) Bernhold, Pamela (Mike) Fischer, all of M inster, as well as 11 nieces and nephews. He was a graduate of 

Minster High School in 1980 and received a bachelor's of science from Miami University in 1984. He was a member of Our Lady 

of Grace Catholic Church, Noblesville, IN. He was previously a region al sales manager for The Ohio State Life and Motorist Life 

Insurance Companies in Columbus and then with Conseco Life in Carmel, IN.  He was a Charter Life Underwriter (CLU), and a 

Charter Financial Consultant (ChFC).  A Mass of Christian Burial will be Tu esday at St. Augustine Catholic Church, Minster. 

Burial will take place in St. Augustine Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster is handling the arrangements.  

 

BERNHOLD, James A. Bernhold  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 12 August 2014)  

James A. Bernhold, age 67, of 252 S. Hanover St., Minster, died Saturday, Aug. 9, 201 4, at Miami Valley Hospital in Dayton. He 

was born on Oct. 31, 1946, in Minster, to the late Maurice and Elizabeth (Westerheide) Bernhold. He married Catherine Byron 

on Nov. 26, 1971, and she survives in Minster. He is also survived by son Christopher Bern hold of Minster and daughter Katie 

and Jaime Murphy of Mechanicsburg, PA; grandchildren James, Harper and Larkin; a brother Rolly and Mary Bernhold of 

Minster; and a sister Barbara and Don Bollheimer of Minster. He was a member of St. Augustine Catholic Ch urch in Minster. He 

graduated from Minster, High School in 1964, the University of Detroit in 1968 with a B.S. and the University of Detroit Law 

School in 1971 and was a four year member of the St. Francis Club. He was first employed by Gould, Bailey, Farq uahar and Green 

in Dayton, then at Kenneth Bailey and finally a sole practitioner in Minster. He was a former member of the St. Augustine 

Cemetery Board and former President of the Parish Council. He was a member and past president of the Minster Civic 

Association, former board member of the Minster Boy Scouts and instructor at Merit Badge College for the past two years. He 

was a member at Arrowhead Golf Course, a member of the Miami Erie Canal Corridor Association, a member, chapter 

photographer and member ship director of Miami Shawnee Chapter Harley Owners Group. He was a former member of the 

Victors Club at the University of Michigan and of the Shivas Irons Society. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Thursday at St . 



Augustine Catholic Church in Minster. B urial will take place in St. Augustine Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster 

handled the arrangements. Memorials may be made to St. Augustine Catholic Church.  

 

BERNHOLT, Charles C. Bernholt  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð July 5, 2012 )   

Charles C. Bernholt, age 77, of Celina, died Friday, June 29, 2012, at Miami Valley Hospital in Dayton. He was born on Aug. 3 , 

1934, in Sidney, to Charles Bernholt Sr. and Mildred Gariety, and they preceded him in death. On Feb. 23, 1963, he married 

Wanda Stoner, and she survives him. He is also survived by 2 sons, Christopher Bernholt of Dublin and Terry (Lori) Bernholt o f 

St. Marys; 1 daughter, Tiffany (Ray) Loewe of North Port, FL; 3 sisters, Margie (Dennis) Keeling of Celina, Joyce (Lee) T ester 

of Wabash, IN, and Marylou (Aldo) Legido of Miami Springs, FL; 6 grandchildren; and 7 great -grandchildren. He was a patrolman 

for the Celina Police Department and a member of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church. He was a veteran of the U.S. Navy, 

having served in the Korean War. Funeral services will be Friday at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church. Burial will be held  in 

Mercer Memory Gardens in Celina. Cisco Funeral Home in Celina is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be 

made to the IC Endowment Fund.  

 

BERNING, Elizabeth J. Berning  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 2 February 2009)    

Elizabeth J. "Betty" Berning, age 76, formerly of McCartyville and St. Patrick, died Saturday, Jan. 31, 2009, at Fair Haven 

County Home in Sidney, where she had been a resident for three and a half years. She was born Aug. 5, 1932, in Van Wert 

County, a daughter of Carl and Emma (Musgrove) Obringer and they preceded her in death. On Nov. 21, 1956, in Piqua, she 

married Fredrick  Berning and he preceded her in death Nov. 27, 2007. She is survived by six children and their spouses, 

Timothy (Shirley) Berning of St. Patrick, Mark (Timri) Berning of Anna, Steve (Alison) Berning of St. Patrick, David (Lori) 

Berning of Liberty Township,  Carol (Edward) Moorhed of Edgewood, KY, Douglas (Pam) Berning of Anna; two brothers and a 

sister - in- law; three sisters; three brothers - in- law; 12 grandchildren; and 12 great -grandchildren. He was also preceded in death 

by a brother; a sister; an infant si ster; a brother - in- law; and a sister - in- law. Funeral services will be Wednesday, at Sacred 

Heart Catholic Church, McCartyville. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be directed to Fair Haven Activity Fund. 

Arrangements have been entrusted to Hogenkam p Funeral Home in Minster.  

 

BERNING, Iona J. Berning  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/ )    

Iona J. Berning, 80, of 415 West Oliver Street, Saint Marys, Ohio, died Saturday, June 15, 2013, at the Saint Marys Living 

Center. She was born October 15, 1932, in Saint Marys, the daughter of Edgar and Lillian Henning. She married Mathias Berning  

on June 25, 1955 and he preceded her in death on October 11, 1974. She is survived by her 2 daughters: Carla (Daniel) Kohnen 

of Fort Wayne, IN; Debra (Thomas) McKivison of Lima; by 5 grandchildren: Mathias; Benjamin; Margaret; John and Jamie; by 5 

great -grandchil dren: Holden; Sydney; Kaylee; Emerson and Allie; by 2 brothers: Edgar Henning of New Bremen; Paul Henning of 

Saint Marys; and by a sister: Ruth Griesdorn of Saint Marys.  She was preceded in death by her parents, husband, siblings 

Robert Henning, John Ward , Lester Ward, Helen Chiromente and Ida Deitsch. Iona was a graduate of Saint Marys Memorial 

High School. She retired from the Valley Nursing Home in Saint Marys, where she had worked as a housekeeper. Iona was very 

family oriented and loved spending time with her grandchildren and great -grandchildren. She enjoyed watching old movies and 

reading and she was a member of Saint Paulõs United Church of Christ in Saint Marys. Funeral rites will be Tuesday, June 18, 

2013, at the Miller -Long and Folk Funeral Home, 314 West High Street, Saint Marys. Burial will follow at Elm Grove Cemetery. 

Memorial gifts may be given to a charity of the donorõs choice.  

 

BERNING, James R. Berning  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð September 19, 2011 ) 

James R. Berning, age 75, of West Main Street, Fort Loramie, passed away of natural causes Sunday, Sept. 18, 2011, at his 

residence.  He was born on Dec. 28, 1935, in McCartyville, to Herbert and Dorothy (Howe) Berning, and they preceded him in 

death. On Sept. 26, 19 59, at St. Michael Church in Fort Loramie, Jim married Carol Ann (Vogelsang) Berning, and she preceded 

him in death on June 6, 2010.  He is survived by 4 sons, John (Karen) Berning of Versailles, Tom (Elizabeth) Berning of Fenton, 

MO, Phil (Diane) Berning of Fort Loramie and Matt (Leah) Berning of Cincinnati; 11 grandchildren, Megan, Kevin, Ryan, Ashley, 

Sam, Kellen, Evan, Nolan, Aiden, Amelie and Bennett Berning; 6 siblings, Lois (Don) Dicke of New Bremen, Norma (Jerry) Lunney  

of Delaware, Marlene (Ron) Hi ttepole of New Bremen, Barb (Kermit) Freewalt of Minster, Jo (Ray) Meckstroh of Anchorage, 

AK, and Stan Berning of Prescott, AR; his stepfather, Harry Ingram of St. Marys; 2 sisters - in- laws, Treva Westerheide of 

Minster and Mary Jane (Dick) Gusching of For t Loramie.  Jim was a 1954 graduate of New Bremen High School. He retired from 

The Dannon Company in Minster, where he had been employed for more than 30 years. Previously, he worked for the former 

Meyerõs Dairy. James attended St. Michael Catholic Church and was a SAL member of the Fort Loramie American Legion Post 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/


355. An avid Browns fan, Jim also enjoyed reading, watching Main Street activity from the front porch and following his 

grandchildrenõs sporting events. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Wednesday at St. Michael Church in Fort Loramie. Interment 

will follow at St. Michael Cemetery. Gehret Funeral Home in Fort Loramie is handling the arrangements. Memorials may be made 

to St. Jude Childrenõs Research Hospital or to the charity of donorõs choice.  

 

BERNING, Marion P. Berning  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 15 July 2008)    

Marion P. "Moose" Berning, age 74, of Wapakoneta, died Monday, July 14, 2008, at The Gardens, Wapakoneta. He was born 

Sept. 24, 1933, in Wapakoneta, a son of Bernard and Josephine (Schneer) Berning, and they preceded him in death. He is 

survived by several nieces and nephews; numerous great -nieces and great -nephews; and a sister - in- law. He was also preceded in 

death by a sister; two brothers; and a sister - in- law. He was a U.S. Army veteran and served in Korea. A Mass of Christian Burial 

will be Thursday, at the St. Joseph Catholic Church, Wapakoneta. Military rites will be conducted at the church following the  

Mass. Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, Ohio 501, Wapa koneta is handling the arrangements. Burial will be at a later date in the St. 

Joseph Catholic Cemetery, Wapakoneta. Memorial contributions may be directed to St. Joseph Catholic Church, or St. Rita's 

Hospice. 

 

BERRES, Clarence M. Berres  

(Abstracted from t he Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 20 February 2009)    

Clarence M. Berres, age 93, of The Gardens, Wapakoneta, died Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2009, at the Joint Township District 

Memorial Hospital, St. Marys. He was born May 15, 1915, in Delphos, a son of Fra nk and Barbara A. (Kimmet) Berres and they 

preceded him in death. On Feb. 22, 1941, he married Marie M. Pohlman and she preceded him in death Oct. 18, 1996. He is 

survived by five daughters, Mary Schumann, Jane (Richard) Scheblo, Rita (Dan) Heitkamp, Dorot hy (Dan) Brown, all of 

Wapakoneta, Barbara (Forrest) Henson Jr., of Houston, TX; 15 grandchildren, Lori (David) Anderson, Tonya (Rick) Lenhart, Kim 

(Mike) Fisher, Trudy (Larry) Chilson, Wendy (Joe) Fuduric, Rhonda (Jeff) Schultz, Todd (Lynn) Schaub, Toby ( Laura) Schaub, 

Lonnie Heitkamp, Dana (Amy) Heitkamp, Jodi (Steve) Manger, Stacey (Rick) Jutte, Lindsey Brown, Shaz Butte and Sunnah 

Butte; five step -grandchildren, David (Thea) Scheblo, Robyn (Lance) Bell, Toni (Mike) Darnall, Jean (Craig) Allison and Step hanie 

(Keith) Fowlkes; 31 great -grandchildren; 10 step -greatgrandchildren; a brother, George (Marilyn) Berres of Delphos; two 

sisters, Sister Mary Florence Berres of Toledo and Veronica Johns of Indianapolis. He was also preceded in death by two 

grandchild ren, Niki Schaub and Andrew Brown; a great -grandson, John Fisher; four sisters, Elizabeth Hickey, Leona Cook, 

Florence Miller and an infant, Frances Berres. A lifetime farmer, Mr. Berres retired from active farming at the age of 89. He  

was a member of St. Patrick Catholic Church, Glynwood, and its former Holy Name Society. He was a former member of the 

Moulton Township Zoning Board, a former member of Farm Bureau and the Farmers Union, a member of the Fraternal Order of 

the Eagles, Aerie 691, Wapakoneta, an d the NFO. He took great pride in his farming operation with his wife and daughters in 

the Glynwood area. He enjoyed vacationing with his family and spending time with the grandchildren and great -grandchildren. A 

Mass of Christian Burial will be Sunday at the St. Patrick Catholic Church, Glynwood. Burial is to follow in the St. Thomas 

Cemetery, Glynwood. Bayliff and Eley Funeral Home, Ohio 501, Wapakoneta is handling the arrangements. Memorial 

contributions may be directed to the St. Patrick Catholic Church , Joint Township District Memorial Hospital, The Gardens at 

Wapakoneta, or the charity the donor's choice.  

 

BERRON, George A. Berron  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuner alhomes.net/)  

George A. Berron, 87, formerly of Muncie, IN, and a resident of the Valley Nursing Home in St. Marys, died Wednesday, July 

15, 2009 at the Valley Nursing Home.   He was born January 16, 1922 in St. Marys, the son of Carl and Erma (Rasneor) 

Berron.  He first married Rose Elizabeth Myrenius and she survives in Lima, OH; he later married Bernadine Stanley and she 

preceded him in death on March 19, 1998.   He is survived by 4 daughters, Georgia (Thomas) Grunden of St. Marys, OH; Rebecca 

Spencer of W illoughby, OH; Carol (Jim) Peterson of Concord, OH; Roberta (Jerry) McGlothen of St. Marys, OH; 2 step -sons, 

Barry (Anne) Bates of Georgia; Timothy (Ellen) Bates of Michigan; 5 grandchildren; 4 step -grandchildren; 6 great -grandchildren 

and numerous step-great -grandchildren; 1 brother, Marvin Berron of Ft.Wayne, IN; and a sister, Martha Sprague of St. Marys, 

OH.  He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, Bernadine; a son -in- law, George Spencer; a granddaughter, Nan 

Grunden.  George was a 1939 graduate of St. Marys Memorial High School.   He was a veteran of the United States Army Air 

Corps, serving as a tail gunner during WWII.   Upon returning from the war, he assisted in the construction of the Goodyear 

Tire and Rubber Company in St. Marys.   Following the completion of the construction project, he was employed by Goodyear until 

his retirement.  He was a life member of American Legion Post 323 in St. Marys.   He enjoyed playing cards and bingo and 

collected die cast auto miniatures.   He was a member of Z ion Lutheran Church in St. Marys . Funeral rites will be Monday, July 

20, 2009 at the Zion Lutheran Church in St. Marys. Burial will follow at Anderson Memorial Park Cemetery, Anderson, 

IN.   Memorial donations may be directed to Zion Lutheran Church.  



 

BERRY, Danny L. Berry  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 7 July 2017)           

Danny L. Berry, age 62, passed away July 7, 2017 at his Mendon residence. He was born on July 8, 1954. No services are planned 

at this time. W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home is entrusted with the arrangements.  

 

BERRY, Gerald E. Berry  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.mille rfuneralhomes.net/)  

Gerald E. Berry, age 84, 203 S. Walnut St., Mendon, died Aug. 31, 2006, at his residence. He was born Nov. 15, 1921, in 

Huntington, IN, to Samuel E. and Sarah L. Miller Berry. On Nov. 9, 1946, he married Clara B. Ditton who died Nov. 1,  1982. 

Surviving are 2 sons, Robert of Denver, CO, and Danny Lee, of St. Marys; 2 brothers, Harold (Nora) and Charles (Donna), all o f 

Huntington; 4 sisters, Emma Taylor, of Phoenix, AZ, Waneta Slagel, of Andrews, IN, Iris Whitesell, of Huntington, and Mart ha 

Hartwig, of Myrtle Beach, SC; and a grandson. Deceased are a son, David; two brothers, James and Lloyd; and four sisters, 

Elizabeth and Phyllis Berry, Florence Harris and Lucille Green. He retired from St. Marys Foundry Co. as a core assembler and  

served in the U.S. Army during World War II. Services are Tuesday at Miller -Long & Folk Funeral Home, St. Marys. Burial with 

military rites will follow at Elm Grove Cemetery, St. Marys.  

 

BERRYHILL, Jane Berryhill  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys,  Ohio ð 17 October 2017)         

Jane Berryhill, age 87, of Celina, died Wednesday, Oct. 4, 2017, at her residence in Celina. She was born on March 18, 1930, in 

Georgia to the late John and Katherine (Johnson) Greenwald. On March 8, 1955, she married Capt.  Lloyd R. "Bob" Berryhill, who 

died on April 19, 2012. Jane is survived by her son, Bob Berryhill of Pennville, IN; her daughter, Kathy Thompson of Celina; one 

grandson; and two great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her parents, husband and son -in- law. Graveside services 

will be Friday in the Elm Grove Cemetery, St. Marys. Jane's services are in the care of the Lehman -Dzendzel Funeral Home. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the Community Health Professionals, 810 Pro Drive, Celina.  

 

BERRYHILL, Lloyd R. Berryhill  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 20 April 2012)  

Lloyd R. "Bob" Berryhill, age 85, of 1437 James Drive, Celina, died Thursday, April 19, 2012, at the Van Wert Inpatient Hospi ce 

Center in Van Wert. He was born on Oct. 23, 1926, in Lima, to Lloyd A. and Mary Ilo (Ayers) Berryhill, and they preceded him in 

death. On March 8, 1955, he married Jane Greenwald, and she survives in Celina. He is also survived by his daughter, Kathy 

(Michael) Thompson of New Lexington; Rob ert Berryhill of Celina; a grandson and two greatgrandchildren. He joined the Army 

Air Corp. and served his country during World War II. Funeral services will be today at the Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel 

Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in Elm Grove  Cemetery in St. Marys. Memorial contributions may be made to the 

Community Health Professionals of Celina, 816 Pro Drive, Celina, Ohio 45822.  

 

BERTKE, David Bertke  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð November 15, 2011) 

David ôSpockõ Bertke, age 46, of Montezuma, died on Monday, Nov. 14, 2011, of a severe stroke at Miami Valley Hospital in 

Dayton. He was born on March 7, 1965, in Coldwater, to Dennis and  Ruth (Huecker) Bertke, and his father survives him in Maria 

Stein. His mother precede d him in death. Spock is survived by his 10 brothers and sisters; and numerous nieces and nephews. He 

was preceded in death by a brother. He was a veteran of the U.S. Army. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held Thursday at St . 

John Catholic Church in Mar ia Stein. Burial will follow in St. John Cemetery in Maria Stein. Hogenkamp Funeral Home -Coldwater 

is handling the arrangements.  

 

BERTKE, Donald H. Bertke  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 4 June 2008)    

Donald H. Bertke (Don), age 52, of 1910 Benson Drive, Dayton, died Saturday, May 31, 2008, at his residence in Dayton, after an 

extended battle with cancer. He was born June 3, 1955, in Celina, a son of Cyril E. and Dorothy E. (Dahlinghaus) Bertke and t hey 

preceded him in death. He i s survived by two sisters, Sharon (Mike) Lhamon of St. Marys, Denise (Phil) Keegan of Middletown; 

and several nieces and nephews. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Saturday, at the Immaculate Conception Church in Celina. 

Burial will follow in St. Marys Ca tholic Cemetery, Celina. Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina is handling the 

arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed to the We Care Arts Development Center at 3035 Wilmington Pike, 

Kettering, Ohio 45429.  

 

BERTKE, Donald J. Bertke  



(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 22 December 2008)    

Donald J. Bertke, age 74, 1025 Hemlock St., Celina, died Sunday, Dec. 21, 2008, at the Celina Manor Nursing Home. He was born  

March 31, 1934, in Maria Stein, a son of Alvin and Alv ina (Dippold) Bertke and they preceded him in death. On June 1, 1957, he 

married his loving wife of 51 years, Marjorie Hein, and she survives in Celina. He is also survived by a son and daughter - in- law, 

Jerald (Jeni) Bertke of Celina; daughter and son -in- law, Jean (Tom) Bollenbacher of Celina; two grandchildren; a brother and 

sister - in- law; sister and brother - in- law; brother - in- law; sister - in-law. He was also preceded in death by a brother and sister - in-

law; a sister and brother - in- law. He served his countr y in the U. S. Army. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Wednesday, at the 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Celina. Burial will follow in St. Marys Catholic Cemetery in Celina, with military h onors 

conducted by VFW Post 5713 of Celina.  Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina is handling the arrangements. 

Memorial contributions may be directed to the Adult Day Care Center at the Celina Visiting Nurses.  

 

BERTKE, Dorothy F. Bertke  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 20 December 2017)         

Dorothy F. Bertke, age 77, of New Bremen, died Sunday, Dec. 17, 2017, at the Briarwood Village in Coldwater, where she had 

been a resident for nearly 11 years. She was born on May 17, 1940, in Fort Loramie, the daughter of the late Aloys H. and Mar ie 

E. (Bergman) Sommer. On June 17, 1961, she married Urban A. Bertke, and he survive s in New Bremen. Also surviving are her 

children, Dale (Karen) Bertke of Minster, Tim (Mandy) Bertke, Scott (Carla) Bertke and Rodney Bertke, all of New Bremen and 

Ann (Randy) Schulze of Maria Stein; 13 grandchildren; her siblings, Richard Sommer of Sidney , Donald Sommer of Anna, Albert 

(Marilyn) Sommer of Sidney and Marilyn Heyne of Coldwater and her in - laws, Marilyn Sommer of New Bremen, Omer (Rita) 

Bertke of Maria Stein, Lewis Bertke of New Bremen, Jovita Osterloh of St. Henry, Stanley (Betty) Bertke of Maria Stein and 

Sr. Martha Bertke of Coldwater. Along with her parents, Dorothy was preceded in death by her brother, Aloys "Junior" Sommer 

and by her in - laws, Mary Ann Sommer, Maryann Sommer, Rita Bertke and Othmar Osterloh. Dorothy was a member of Holy 

Redeemer Catholic Church in New Bremen, where she had been active in the Ladies Sodality. She was an avid supporter of the 

New Bremen Athletic Boosters for many years. She really enjoyed following New Bremen football and basketball games and also 

watched many college and professional games on television. She and Urban belonged to a card club for more than 50 years and 

also had a club of high school friends for many years. Dorothy loved to spend time with her family, will be remembered for he r 

sense of humor and for her infamous candy basket that she always kept full for those who visited her. A Mass of Christian 

burial will be Friday at Holy Redeemer Catholic Church in New Bremen. Interment will follow in the German Protestant Cemetery  

of New Bremen. The rosa ry will then be recited at 10 a.m. Memorial contributions in memory of Dorothy can be directed to the 

National M.S. Society, to the Briarwood Activity Fund or to the St. Peter's Neurological Center. The Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral 

Home in New Bremen has been entrusted with the arrangements  

 

BERTKE, Elizabeth L. Bertke  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Elizabeth L. "Betty" Bertke, age 88, of 4088 Fairground Road, Celina, died Tuesday, June 10, 2008, at Celina Manor Nursing 

Home. She was born Feb. 2, 1920, in St. Joe, a daughter of John and Zita (King) Steinbrunner. On Aug. 26, 1939, she married 

Elmer H. Bertke and he preceded her in death Sept. 4, 1993. She is survived by 1 son, John (Jane) Bertke of Hendersonville, 

NC; 1 daughter, Mary Evelyn (Barney) Sudhoff of Celina; 2 brothers; 4 sisters; 5 grandch ildren; and 15 great -grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by three brothers; and four sisters. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Thursday, at Immaculate 

Conception Church, Celina. Burial will follow at Mercer Memory Gardens, Celina. Memorial contribut ions may be directed to 

State of the Heart Home Health & Hospice; the Alzheimer's Unit at Celina Manor Nursing Home or Immaculate Conception 

Church. 

 

BERTKE, Ellen Bertke  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 12 April 2013)  

Ellen "Annie" Bertke, age 88, of Maria Stein, died Wednesday, April 10, 2013, at Mercer County Community Hospital, Coldwater.  

She was born on Oct. 11, 1924, in Chickasaw , to the late John and Mary (Eyink) Wenning. On Sept. 4, 1943, she married Ralph F. 

Bertke, and he died on Jan. 3, 1973. She is survived by 12 children, Bob and Barb Bertke of Pioneer, Pat and Ken Bensman of 

New Bremen, Bev and John Froning of Lake City, T N, Tom and Kathy Bertke of Celina, Karen Schulze of Minster, Fred and Gerri 

Bertke of New Knoxville, Joan and Mark Baumer of Coldwater, Joyce and Pat Berger of Coldwater, Connie and Eric Seger of 

Fort Loramie, Virgil and Jane Bertke of St. Marys, Pam and J im Simon of Troy and Randy and Kim Bertke of Franklin, NC; 44 

grandchildren; 76 great -grandchildren, and five great -great -grandchildren. She was also preceded in death by a son -in- law, 

Fred Schulze; three grandchildren; two great -grandchildren; four brothe rs and three sisters. A Mass of Christian Burial will be 

Saturday, April 13, 2013, at Precious Blood Catholic Church, Chickasaw. Burial will follow in St. John Cemetery, Maria Stein.  

Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Coldwater handled the arrangements. Memorials m ay be made to CA Industries, Celina.  

 

BERTKE, Helen Muller Bertke  

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/14622E8F4CCB8340-14622E8F4CCB8340%3F


(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 4 January 2016)    

Helen (Muller) Bertke, age 93, of Celina, died Saturday, Jan. 2, 2016, at the Joint Township District Memorial Hospital in St . 

Marys. She was born on Jan. 8, 1922, in New Weston, to the late John and Charlotte (Buschur) Muller. On Oct. 14, 1961, she 

marrie d Clarence Bertke, who died on Oct. 5, 2003. Survivors include her son Marvin Bertke of Celina and a sister. She was 

preceded in death by a brother, three sisters, brothers and sisters - in-law. A Mass of Christian burial will be Wednesday at the 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Celina. Burial will follow in St. Marys Catholic Cemetery in Celina. Lehman -Dzendzel 

Funeral Home in Celina is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to the I.C. Endowment Fund.  

 

BERTKE, Mary Alice Bert ke 

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 11 June 2017)           

Mary Alice Bertke, age 96, of Celina, passed away Sunday, June 11, 2017 at Celina Manor.  Born on July 6, 1920 in Coldwat er, 

OH, she was the daughter of Julius & Eleanor (Lucking) Bertke.  On January 25, 1941 in Coldwater, Mary Alice married Le Roy 

Bertke, who passed away on July 25, 1973. Mary Alice and Le Roy were the parents of four children, Bonnie (Robert) Francis 

and Richard (Janice) Bertke, both of Celina. Two sons are deceased, Ronald Bertke passed away in 1985 and Larry David Bertke 

in 2013. Other family members are: daughters - in-law, Ruth (Don) Lupton and Betty Bertke. Mary Aliceõs extended family 

includes thirteen grandchildren: Ronnie, Robin, Ryan, Deb, Doug, Dan, Josh, Jared and Jordan Bertke, Dewey, Scott, Jeff and 

Brittany Lehman and Stephanie Hartnagel, four step -grandchildren: Rick, Julie, Scott and Jennifer Francis, nine great -

grandchildren, two step great -grandchildren, and two great -great -granddaughters. Also preceding her in death were a sister, 

Helen (Ray) Wenning, a brother, James (Marita) Bertke, two grandsons: Chris Lehman and David Bertke, her parents - in-law, 

Rudolph & Lena (Wint) Bertke, and brothers & sisters - in- law: Earl (Marge) Bertke, Ralph (Annie) Bertke, Alice (Alvin) 

Bruggeman, Thelma (Wilbur) Bruns and Denny (Ruthie) Bertke. Mary Alice attended Coldwater Schools for eleven years and 

graduated  from St. Johnõs High School in Maria Stein. After working a short time at Buckeye Overall in Coldwater, Mary Alice 

retired after 25½ years of service at Reynolds & Reynolds in Celina. Active in many religious organizations, Mary Alice was a  

member of Immaculate Conception Church in Celina, the Altar Rosary Society, Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Resurrection 

Choir, and the parish sewing circle at the Church. For many years she had been a member of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Knight s 

of St. John in Coldwater. Also active in community organizations, Mary Alic e had been past president of Celina Eagles Lodge 

#1291 Auxiliary, served as pianist at Celina Moose Lodge #1473 and was a member of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #5713 

and American Legion Post #210 Auxiliaries in Celina. A founding member of the Sunshine S ingers in Celina, Mary Alice served 

for a time as director of the group, whose members enjoyed singing at area nursing homes and events. Mary Alice loved fishing , 

traveling and bowling. She also did many types of needlework, crochet, tatting, needlepoint, quilting and embroidery. Other 

pastimes were playing cards and Bingo. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Wednesday, June 14 at Immaculate Conception Church 

in Celina. Burial will follow at St. Marys Cemetery, Celina. W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Hom e in Celina is entrusted with 

the arrangements. Memorial Contributions may be made to the National Parkinson Foundation, American Heart Association or 

the American Diabetes Association.  

 

BERTKE, Nicholas S. Bertke  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. M arys, Ohio ð March 13, 2013 ) 

Nicholas S. Bertke, age 21, of 2621 State Route 363, Minster, died on Monday, March 11, 2013, at his home.   He was born on 

March 8, 1992, in Minster, to Timothy and Teresa (Bergman) Bertke, both surviving in Minster.   He is also survived by brothers 

and sister, Andrew Bertke and fiancé Mackenzie Buschur, of North Star, Sarah Bertke and Jonathan Bertke, both at home; two 

sets of grandparents; a great -grandmother. He was preceded in death by a brother, Joshua Bertke and a grandfat her. A Mass 

of Christian Burial will be Friday at St. Augustine Catholic Church.  Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster is in charge of the 

arrangements. Burial will take place in St. Augustine Cemetery. Memorials may be made to masses in his honor.  

 

BERTKE, Paul W. Bertke  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 12 March 2010)   

Paul W. Bertke, age 82, of St. Henry, died Wednesday, March 10, 2010, at Heritage Manor Nursing Home in Minster. He was 

born May 23, 1927, in Celina, a son to the late Dietr ick Bertke and the late Alma (Schulte) Bertke. On May 3, 1952, he married 

Lucille "Lucy;" she preceded him in death on Jan. 19, 1991. He is survived by four daughters, Marlene (Steve) Frilling of Min ster, 

Peg (Jerry) Otte of Maria Stein, Mary Lou (Stan) Br uns of Maria Stein, Paula (Dave) Rutschilling of Yorkshire; two sisters and 

13 grandchildren. He served in the Army during World War II. Arrangements are being handled by N. J. Hogenkamp Sons Inc., 

221 East Main St., St. Henry. A Mass of Christian Burial w ill be Monday at St. Henry Catholic Church. Interment will be at St. 

Henry Cemetery in St. Henry. Military honors will be held at graveside by the St. Henry American Legion Firing Squad. 

Memorials may be made to State of the Heart Hospice.  

 

BERTKE, Rita E. Bertke   

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 10 June 2013)  

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/1471386F1F76DEE0-1471386F1F76DEE0%3F


Rita E. Bertke, age 81, of New Bremen, died Saturday, June 8, 2013, at her residence. She was born on March 5, 1932, in 

Minster. She was the daughter of Joseph H. and Rosa (Schmitmeyer) Enneking. On Sept. 14, 1954, she married Lewis J. Bertke 

who survives near New Bremen. Also surviving are her children, Ronald Bertke of New Bremen, Diane (Myron) Gaier of Fort 

Loramie, Linda (Raymond) Stone of Celina, Roxanne Docter of Powell, Roseanne (Terry) Hartzog of Lima, John (Maribel) Bertke 

of Hilliard, Bernice (Cletus) Bulcher of Fort Loramie, Sandra (Ted) Rector of Columbus, Kevin (P am) Bertke of Bucyrus, Carl 

(Andrea) Bertke of Amherst, and Daniel (April) Bertke of Wadsworth; 23 grandchildren; seven step -grandchildren and one 

great -grandchild. Other survivors include her siblings, Mary Lou (Urban) Seger of Minster, Joseph Enneking of  Sidney, Robert 

(Mary Jo) Enneking of Sidney, Dolores (Douglas) Latham of Piqua, and David (Mary Jo) Enneking of Troy, her in - laws John 

Schmiesing of Minster, Carolyn Enneking of Minster, Omer (Rita M.) Bertke of Maria Stein, Jovita Osterloh of Rossburg, 

Stanley (Betty) Bertke of Maria Stein, Urban (Dorothy) Bertke of New Bremen and Sr. Martha Bertke of Celina. Preceding her 

in death was her son Eugene Bertke; her sister Alice Schmiesing; brother James Enneking and her in - laws Elma Enneking and 

Othmar Oster loh. Mrs. Bertke was a member of the Church of the Holy Redeemer in New Bremen. She was a member of the 

Maria Stein Prayer Guild, the Maria Stein Knights of St. Johns 288 Auxiliary and its drill team. She was also a member of the  

New Bremen American Legion  Post 241 Auxiliary and the New Bremen Senior Citizens. She was a homemaker. A Mass of 

Christian Burial will be Wednesday at the Church of the Holy Redeemer in New Bremen. Burial will be in the German Protestant 

Cemetery, New Bremen. Gilberg -Hartwig Funera l Home in New Bremen is assisting with the arrangements. Memorial 

contributions may be given to the Maria Stein Relic Chapel.  

 

BERTKE, Robert S. Bertke  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 3 April 2009)    

Robert S. Bertke, age 72, 4730 F ort Loramie Swanders Road, Minster, died Wednesday, April 1, 2009, at his residence of 

natural causes. He was born Aug. 22, 1936, in St. Wendelin, a son to the late Edmund and Marcella (Post) Bertke. On May 30, 

1967, in Ft. Loramie, he married Mary Ellen ( Myrt) Albers. She survives in Minster. He is also survived by his children; Amy 

(Dave) Nestor of Cleveland, Betsy (Kevin) Meiring of Fort Loramie, Melissa Bertke of West Chester, Robert N. Bertke of 

Cincinnati, Nichole Bertke of Fort Loramie and four grand children. He was preceded in death by brother. A Mass of Christian 

Burial will be Saturday, at St. Michael Catholic Church in Fort Loramie. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster is handling the 

arrangements. Interment will be in the church cemetery. Memorials may be made to the Fort Loramie Rescue Squad.  

 

BETHERS, Irene J. Bethers  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 25 April 2008)    

Irene J. Bethers, age 92, of The Gardens, Wapakoneta, died Wednesday, April 23, 2008, at the Joint Township Di strict 

Memorial Hospital, St. Marys. She was born Feb. 6, 1916, in Gypsum, a daughter of August and Jessie (Frontz) Fehnrich, and 

they preceded her in death. On May 7, 1938, she married Carl E. Brethers, and he preceded her in death on Aug. 28, 1986. She 

is survived by a nephew, Bill Fehnrich of Port Clinton; a niece, Monette Garen of Port Clinton; and a sister - in- law, Jeanette 

Fehnrich of Port Clinton. She was also preceded in death by a sister Ruth Christopher; and a brother, Harold Fehnrich. She wa s 

a bookkeeper and stenographer who worked for Prudential Life Insurance and the U.S. Gypsum Co. She had a military life for 

many years then returned to farming in Uniopolis, retired and moved to Wapakoneta. She was graduate of Port Clinton High 

School and Tiffi n Business University. She was a member of St. Paul United Church of Christ, Wapakoneta. She was also a 

member of the American Legion, Post 323, Auxiliary, St. Marys and a volunteer at the Joint Township District Memorial 

Hospital for many years. She enjoy ed needle-point, reading, and playing bridge. Funeral service will be Saturday at the Long & 

Folk Chapel, 13 S. Blackhoof St., of Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home in Wapakoneta. Burial is to follow at the Elm Grove Cemetery  in 

St. Marys. There will be no public  visitation. Memorial contributions may be directed to the St. Paul United Church of Christ or 

the Memorial Fund at The Gardens.  

 

BEY, Jason Gerard Bey  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 19 January 2009)    

Jason Gerard Bey, age 32, of Arling Road, Anna, died early Saturday morning Jan. 17, 2009, at his home. He was born May 3, 

1976, in Troy, a son of Marie Ann (Seger) who preceded him in death on Dec. 13, 2008, and Roger V. Bey who survives. He is al so 

survived by a sister, Donna (Daric k) May of St. Marys; three nieces, Katlin, Kelly, Kara; a nephew, Kyle May, all of St. Marys; 

numerous uncles, aunts and cousins. He was also preceded in death by two brothers, Roger Bey Jr., Doug Bey. He was a member 

of St. Michael Catholic Church and the  S and H Peoples First Club. He was employed at S and H Products in Sidney. He enjoyed 

cutting grass and making Christmas cards. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Wednesday, at St. Michael Catholic Church in For t 

Loramie. Burial will follow at St. Patrick  Cemetery. Gehret Funeral Home, 64 Elm St., Fort Loramie is handling the arrangements. 

Memorial contributions should be directed to Muscular Dystrophy research or to a charity of the donor's choice.  

 

BEY, Marie Ann Seger Bey  

(Abstracted from the Evening Le ader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 15 December 2008)    



Marie Ann (Seger) Bey, age 62, of Arling Road, Anna, died Saturday, Dec. 13, 2008, at Miami Valley Hospital, Dayton, of 

complications from a fall mishap Saturday morning. She was born July 7, 1946, in Sidney, a daughter of Elmer and Florance 

(Walfrom) Seger and they preceded her in death. On July 10, 1965, at St. Michael Church, Fort Loramie, she married Roger V. 

Bey and he survives. She is also survived by a daughter, Donna (Darick) May of St. Marys; a son, Jaso n Bey who resides at home; 

four granddaughters; three brothers and their spouses; a sister; a brother - in- law; and two sisters - in-law. She was also 

preceded in death by two sons, Roger Bey Jr., Doug Bey; three brothers; and a sister. A Mass of Christian Bur ial will be 

Wednesday, at St. Michael Church, Fort Loramie. Burial will follow at St. Patrick Cemetery, Anna. Gehret Funeral Home, 64 Elm  

St., Fort Loramie is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed to Shelby County Relay For Life  or a 

charity of the donor's choice.  

 

BEY, Raymond N. Bey Jr.  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 6 November 2015)    

Raymond N. Bey Jr., age 36, of Celina, died Wednesday, Nov. 4, 2015, at his residence. He was born on Nov. 20, 1978, in 

Dayton. He married Joni Rasawehr on June 7, 2001, and she survives at the residence in Celina. Other survivors include 1 son 

Nicholas R. Bey of Celina; his father Raymond Bey Sr., of Florida; his mother - in- law Becky Rasawehr of Celina; his sister Sally 

Dixon of St. Marys, and 3 brothers, Charles (Kelly) Dixon of Wapakoneta, Joe Allen Dixon of St. Marys, and Richard Dixon of 

St. Marys. He i s preceded in death by his mother, Vickie Dixon and his father - in- law Kenneth Rasawehr. Raymond graduated 

from St. Marys Memorial High School in 1997.   He received his associate's degree with honors from Rets Tech Center, 

Centerville.  Raymond had many hobbies but he especially enjoyed spending time with his wife and son, watching and playing all 

sports, coaching and helping with Boy Scouts.  His favorite teams included the Cincinnati Bengals, the Ohio State Buckeyes and 

Cincinnati Reds. Funeral services will  be Sunday in the funeral home. Contributions can be made to his son's college fund.  

 

BEY, Roger Vernon Bey  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 28 October 2017)         

Roger Vernon Bey, age 73, of Arling Road, St. Patrick, passed away of natural causes Thursday, Oct. 26, 2017, at St. Rita's 

Medical Center in Lima.  He was born on Dec. 16, 1943, in Frenchtown, to the late Loyd and Frances (Eck) Bey.  On July 10, 19 65, 

he married Marie (Seger) Bey, who preceded him in death on Dec. 13, 20 08. On Oct. 16, 2010, Roger married Dolores (Tipton) 

Riethman Bey, who survives. Also surviving are one daughter, Donna (Darick) May of St. Marys; four grandchildren, Katlin, Kel ly, 

Kyle and Kara May; three step -children, Brian (Jeannie) Riethman of Fort L oramie, Stacie (Justin) Sparks of Sidney and 

Roseann Riethman of Anna; eight step -grandchildren, Jessica, Bethany and Frank Riethman, Kaleb, Kyler and Kason Sparks, 

Summer Oaks and Abigail Ferryman; two siblings, Vera (Charley) Schmidt of Coldwater and Hel en (Doyle) Lane of Troy; brothers 

and sisters - in-law, Marlene Seger of Covington, John (Barb) Seger of Fort Loramie, Norman Grisez of Piqua, Phyllis Seger of 

Sidney, Mary (Louis) Christman of Anna, Betty Locker of Columbus and John Knueve of Wapakoneta. He  was preceded in death 

by three sons, Roger Jr., Doug and Jason Bey; siblings, Jean Schluter, Betty (Ed) Buzard, John (Janet) Bey and Judy Homan; 

sisters and brothers - in- law, Mary (Roger) Platfoot, Norma Grisez, Ray, Charles and Dianne, Bob, Jim and Naomi and Art Seger, 

Joseph and David Tipton, Paul Locker and Joann Knueve. Bey retired in 1997 from the Stolle Corporation in Sidney, now known 

as Alcoa Home Exteriors. He was a member of St. Michael Catholic Church and the Minster Fraternal Order of Eagles Lod ge 

1391. He enjoyed fishing and working with wood. A Mass of Christian burial will be Tuesday at St. Michael Church in Fort 

Loramie. Interment will follow at St. Patrick Cemetery. Gehret Funeral Home in Fort Loramie is entrusted with the 

arrangements.  

 

BEYERS, Ronald H. Beyers  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 2 April 2017)           

Ronald H. Beyers, age 82, of Celina, passed away Sunday, April 2, 2017, at his residence. Born on M arch 21, 1935 in Richardton, 

ND, he was the son of the late Harvey and Erna Jaeger Beyers. Ron married Barbara Lee on July 1, 1967 and she survives in 

Celina. Also surviving is a daughter, Debra Ann (Chad) Scott or Oregonia, Ohio, four grandchildren and th ree great -

grandchildren. He was preceded in death by a daughter, Vicki Lynn Glock on June 30, 2015 and a sister, Jackie McGraw. Ron 

received a Bachelor's degree from the University of North Dakota and then received a Master's Degree in Geology from 

Indiana  University. He had worked in sales for Neff Awards in Greenville. An avid outdoorsman, Ron enjoyed many activities, 

particularly hunting, boating and fishing. He and his wife Barbara were committeemen for Ducks Unlimited. Ron was a member of  

the Eagles Ae rie # 1291 and the Moose Lodge #1473. He was also a social member of the VFW Post #5713 and the American 

Legion Post # 210, all in Celina. A Celebration of Life to honor Ron will be held on Saturday, April 22 at the Celina Eagles,  1400 

E. Market St., Celin a, Ohio. In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial contributions be made to State of the Heart Care 

at 1350 N. Broadway, Greenville, Ohio 45331. Arrangements are being handled by W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes 

of Celina.  

 

BIELEFELD, Ardyt he June Bielefeld  



(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 2 July 2010)   

Ardythe June Bielefeld, age 88, formerly of New Knoxville, died Wednesday, June 30, 2010, in Sebring, FL. She was born in 

Lima June 23, 1922, a daughter to William and Wilmetta Huston. She met Vernon Bielefeld at a church function in Lima and they 

married at her home in Lima on Aug. 21, 1942. She is survived by her loving husband of 68 years, Vernon; daughters, Celeste 

(Eddie) Mead and Dawne Bielefeld all of Lakeland, FL  and a sister, Thelma Thomas of McCaysville, GA. She worked at J. C. 

Penneyõs to pass the uncertainty of Vernon in Europe for four years during World War II. Graveside services will be held at the 

Evangelical Protestant Cemetery, New Knoxville Monday. Memo rial contributions may be directed to the Good Shepherd Hospice 

of Sebring, FL. Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home of New Bremen is handling the arrangements.  

 

BIELEFELD, Vernon Harold Bielefeld  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 14 August 20 10)   

Vernon Harold Bielefeld, age 92, died peacefully at his Sebring, FL home with his daughters at his bedside. He was born Dec. 4, 

1917, in New Knoxville, a son to John and Freda Bielefeld. His loving wife Ardythe Huston, preceded him on June 30, 2010. He is 

survived by his loving daughters, Celeste (Eddie) Mead and Dawne Bielefeld both of Lakeland; niece, Dixie Zink of Wapakoneta 

and cousin, Jack Bielefeld of New Bremen. He served in the U.S. Army from 1942 -1946 and landed on Utah Beach, during World 

War II. On Aug. 21, 1942, he married Ardythe in Lima; he moved to Lakeland, FL where he served as Comptroller at Lakeland 

Regional Hospital in 1957 and later assistant administrator. He moved to Sebring and served as administrator for Highlands 

Regional Hospital from 1974 -1979. Vernon had also served as administrator to The Good Samaritan Hospital, Tampa and 

Wauchula Hospital retiring from the hospital in 1985. Vernon and Ardythe then worked with H & R Block. Since retiring they 

enjoyed traveling the world to gether. A member of First United Methodist Church and an active choir member; a past president 

and member of the Florida Chapter of Hospitals Financial Management Association; 29 year member of MENSA; Charter 

member of Highlands Delta Chorale; Barbershop Q uartet; Past President and longtime Secretary for Rotary Club of Sebring and 

a Paul Harris Fellow. Graveside services will be Tuesday at the Evangelical Protestant Cemetery. The family suggests memorial s 

to Cornerstone Hospice of Sebring FL, because of the ir devotion in our time of need. "Relinquished are your song of a thousand 

tears you are in Mothers Embrace". A tribute to dad by his daughter, Dawne, "You have been our guardian angel who kept out 

the cold". Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home in New Bremen is h andling the arrangements.  

 

BIGELOW, Mary F. Rush Bigelow  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 29 January  2017)    

Mary F. Bigelow, age 97, of St. Marys, OH died Sunday January 29, 2017 at Celina Manor Nursing Home. She was born April 1, 

1919 in St. Marys, OH to Melvin and Harriet òBessieó (Stearn) Rush. On November 5, 1941, she married Harley Bigelow, who died 

in 1963. Survivors include 1  son Roger Bigelow of Boulder, CO; 3 grandchildren; 4 great -grandchildren. Preceded in death by: 

parents Melvin and Harriet òBessieó Rush; husband Harley Bigelow; and son Jerry Bigelow. She was a graduate of St. Marys 

Memoria l High School (Class of 1938). She was a retired production employee from the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. in St. 

Marys. Her favorite pastimes included traveling, fishing and gardening. She enjoyed many great times while thrift shopping, 

playing BINGO and di ning out. Mary was also fond of animals -especially her dog, òCocoó, who was always by her side. òHeaven 

has received a wonderful woman!ó Rites for Mary Bigelow are scheduled to be Wednesday February 8, 2017  at Miller Funeral 

Home 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 West Chapel) in St. Marys.  

 

BIGELOW, Willa B. Bigelow  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 13 June 2017)           

Willa B. Bigelow, age 71, passed away Tuesday, June 13, at her residence in Celina.  She was born on September 23, 1945 in 

Lawrence County, OH, to Jerry Ryan and Shirlene (Gallion) Fetters. Her father is deceased, and her mother survives in Celina.   

Willa married Richard D. "Dick" Bigelow on March 15, 1990, and he pre ceded her in death on July 31, 2011.  She is survived by 

her children: Teri Mullins, Chuck Bailey, Kimberly Bailey and John (Rachel) Bigelow, all of Celina, six grandchildren: Randy Hines, 

Jennifer Fischer, Tony Hines, Jessica Mc Neil, Stephanie Heppeard a nd Joshua Heppeard, and 10 great grandchildren. Her 

surviving brothers & sisters are: Sherri Woods of Las Vegas, Marcia Hodges of Celina, Rhonda (Charlie) Bennett of Dayton, 

Felicia (Roger) Gonzales and Jeffrey Fetters of Celina. She was preceded in death by her father, a brother, Tom Hodges, and a 

daughter - in- law, Donna Bailey. Willa retired from Reynolds & Reynolds in Celina, then worked as a cashier at the Celina WalMart 

store. She enjoyed spending time with her grandchildren, and doing crochet work. Fun eral Services will be held at W. H. Dick & 

Sons-Hellwarth Funeral Home in Celina, on Friday, June 16. Burial will be at Mercer Memory Gardens at a later date. Memorial 

Contributions may be made to State of the Heart Care.  

 

BILLERMAN, Paul H. Billerman  

(Abs tracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 24 August 2016)    

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/


Paul H. Billerman, age 80, of Celina, died Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2016, at the Celina Manor Nursing Home in Celina. He was born on  

Sept. 29, 1935, in St. Anthony to the late John and Christin e (Muhlenkamp) Billerman. On June 21, 1958, he married Velma Mae 

Huber, who died on April 14, 2004. Survivors include his sons and daughters - in- law Doug (Nancy) Billerman of Chickasaw and 

Jason (Michelle) Billerman of Celina; 4 grandchildren and his brothe rs and sisters - in-law. He was preceded in death by his 

parents, a brother and a sister - in-law. He served his country in the Marine Corps from 1956 -1962 and was a members of the 

Knights of Columbus Council 1800 and the VFW Post 5713, both of Celina. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Saturday at the 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church. Burial will follow in St. Marys Catholic Cemetery in Celina with military honors.  Leh man-

Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina handled the arrangements. VFW membership services a nd Knights of Columbus Council 1800 

membership services will be Friday. Memorial contributions may be made to Civic Foundation for the Celina City parks.  

 

BILLGER, June Maxine Billger  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 16 November 2016)    

June Maxine "June Bug" Billger, age 90, of Celina, died on Thursday, Nov. 10, 2016, at the Gardens at Celina. She was born on  

March 7, 1926, in Celina to the late Roland and Gayle (Cole) Yaney. On Sept. 24, 1949, she married Monte Billger, who died on 

June 8, 2001. Survivors include her son and daughter - in- law Gary Douglas and Carol Billger of Celina; her four grandchildren; 

five great -grandchildren; and a sister. She was preceded i n death by an infant daughter Marilyn Jean Billger. Funeral services 

will be Saturday at the Lehman -Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in North Grove Cemetery in Celina. Memorial 

contributions may be made to State of the Heart Hospice.  

 

BI LLIEU, Bj Billieu  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 11 May 2016)    

Bj Billieu, age 66, died peacefully on Monday, April 25, 2016, in St. Marys.  Bj was also known as Bonnie Jo (Siders) Stanley. Bj 

was born on Nov. 27, 1949, in Van Wer t, the daughter of William (Bill) Siders and  Dorothy (Billieu/Siders) Geething of Van 

Wert.  Surviving Bj is her son Joseph Patrick Stanley of Hamilton; a sister Nancy (Siders) Henkle of Delaware; two nieces: 

Jillian (Henkle) Ahrens of Twinsburg and Jennife r Villanueva -Henkle, and two grandnephews: Alex and Ben Villanueva -Henkle of 

Delaware. Preceding her in death were her parents and ex -husband Floyd Yaney of Celina.A graduate of Van Wert High School, 

class of 1968, Bj continued her education and became a c ertified medical assistant as well as a chiropractic assistant. Being 

very active in the church, Bj loved serving the Lord and was a blessing to so many people.   Bj was known for her kindness and 

generously. Bj was a loving, supportive mother, an exception al sister, devoted aunt, and an indulgent grand -aunt.  Private family 

services were held. Arrangements by Miller Funeral Homes in St. Marys  

 

BILLITER, Raymond E. Billiter  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 27 May 2008)    

Raymond E. "Ray" Billiter, age 73, of Lima, died Friday, May 23, 2008, at his residence. He was born Dec. 9, 1934, in New 

Cumberland, WV, a son of Shirley Raymond and Nina (Holbrook) Billiter and they preceded him in death. On July 21, 1954, he 

married Sharon L. Line , and she survives. He is also survived by four children, Candy (Kevin) Snyder, Debra Fuerst, Becky 

(Ronald) Gerstner, all of Wapakoneta, and William (Betsy) Billiter of Clinton, NY; eight grandchildren; six great -grandchildren; 

and a sister, Violet Bails of Missouri. A U.S. Navy veteran, he was a member of the Lima Community Church. A memorial service 

will be Tuesday at the Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, Ohio 501, Wapakoneta. Military rites will be conducted following the serv ice 

at the funeral home. Memoria l contributions may be directed to the American Heart Association, American Diabetes 

Association, the American Kidney Foundation, or St. Rita's Hospice.  

 

BILTER, Madlyn Ann Bilter  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Ho mes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Madlyn Ann Bilter, age 85, of Celina, peacefully passed on to her Heavenly Home on April 13th at The Gardens at Celina. She w as 

born March 24, 1928 in Toledo, Ohio to Ralph and Hazel Birt. On June 26, 1949 she married Donald  Charles Bilter, who passed 

away May 26, 1995. She is survived by her 4 children, Denny (Faith) Bilter of Marriottsville, MD, Brenda (Tom) Lange of St. 

Henry, Debra (Mike) Williams of Rockford and Shelly (Mark) Shaw of Celina, a sister, Patsy Springer Abel s of Lakeland, FL, 12 

grandchildren and 16 great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her brothers, Harry, Robert, Richard & Billy Rogers 

and James Birt and a granddaughter, April Williams Vann. She graduated from Celina High School in 1947. She was  a GTE 

Telephone Operator, a Sales Clerk for Barr's Five and Dime Store in Celina, and had worked for Home Health Care. She was a 

member of the Red Hat Club, the Sunshine Singers, and the First Presbyterian Church in Celina, where she served several terms  

as a deacon, and was a choir member. Madlyn loved her family very much, and enjoyed life and being with family and friends. S he 

loved planting flowers and taking care of them. She also enjoyed singing, dancing, and playing the piano and organ. She will be 

dearly missed by her family and friends.  Her funeral services will be at Celina First Presbyterian Church on April 17 with b urial 

at Swamp College Cemetery, Celina. Memorials may be given to the First Presbyterian Church of Celina and State of the Heart 

Hospice in Coldwater, in memory of Madlyn Ann Bilter.  



 

BILTER, Marjorie Bilter  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 24 March 2009)    

Marjorie Bilter, age 78, 11300 Circle Drive, St. Marys, died Friday, March 20, 2009, at Otterbein, St. Ma rys. She was born Aug. 

25, 1930, in Tupelo, MS, a daughter of Verlin and Ida (McDaniel) Witt and they preceded her in death. In 1974 she married 

Donald Bilter and he preceded her in death in May of 1995. She is survived by a son, Jeffrey Joseph Bath of Ala bama; two 

daughters, Donna O (Walter) Denson of Grosse Ile, MI, and Debbie Geyer of Orlando, FL; a brother; four grandchildren; and 

one great -grandchild. Services will be Saturday, at Bethany United Methodist Church, Celina. Burial will follow at Swamp Col lege 

Cemetery, Celina. Memorial contributions may be directed to the church. Services have be entrusted to Cisco Funeral Homes, 

St. Marys.  

 

BILTER, Mary E. Bilter  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 13 August 2010)   

Mary E. Bilter, age 83, of Terracina Grand in Naples FL, and formerly of 249 Jill Avenue in Celina, died Wednesday, Aug. 11, 

2010, at her residence in Naples, FL. She was born on Feb. 7, 1927, in Milford, IL, a daughter to the late Albert and Sarah 

(Kessel) Sites. On Feb. 15,  1948, she married Harold (Ben) Bilter and he preceded her in death Aug. 12, 2007. She is survived by 

her son and daughters - in-law, Charles A. (Kira) D. Bilter of Panama, Doris E. Bilter of Oswego, IL; daughter, Karen J. Bilter of 

Naples, FL; 9 grandchildr en; 1 great -grandson; her brother and sister - in-law; a sister and 3 sisters - in law. She was preceded in 

death by her son, Bruce Bilter and three brothers. Funeral services will be Monday at the St. John Lutheran church Hopewell 

Township in Celina. Burial w ill follow in Buck Cemetery in Celina. Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina is handling 

the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to the St. John Lutheran Church Hopewell Township Memorial Fund.  

 

BINKLEY, Duane M. Binkley  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 8 April 2008)    

Duane M. 'Bones' Binkley, age 86, near Kossuth, died Sunday, April 6, 2008, at the St. Rita's Medical Center, where he had be en 

a patient for one month. He was born Dec. 24, 1921, near  Wapakoneta, a son of Fred Vernon and Leona (Croft) Binkley, and they 

preceded him in death. On Jan. 7, 1943, he married Anna Mary Fernolend, and she survives. He is also survived by 1 son, David  

Vernon (Glenna) Binkley of Lima; 1 daughter, Diane K. Litsey  of Spencerville; 1 daughter - in-law, Judy A. Binkley of Lima; 6 

grandchildren; 1 step granddaughter; 7 great -grandchildren; 1 brother; and 3 sisters. He was also preceded in death by a son; a 

son-in law; and three brothers. He was a veteran of U.S. Army Ai r Corps in World War II, working as a mechanic at Pearl 

Harbor after the December 7 strike. Funeral services will be Thursday in the Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville. 

Burial will follow in the Fort Amanda Cemetery with the American Legion and  VFW Posts from Spencerville conducting military 

rites. Memorial contributions may be directed to the First English Lutheran Church.  

 

BINKLEY, Eileen R. Binkley  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 4 August 2008)    

Eileen R. Binkley, age 91, of Wapakoneta, died Friday, Aug. 1, 2008, at the Wapakoneta Manor. She was born July 15, 1917, in 

Joliet, IL, a daughter of Raymond L. and Grace (Kantner) Hodges and they preceded her in death. On July 6, 1941, she married 

Merlin Binkley and he preced ed her in death on March 11, 1995. She is survived by several nieces and nephews; and a brother - in-

law. She was also preceded in death by four sisters. Funeral services will be Tuesday, at the Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, Oh io 

501 in Wapakoneta. Burial is to follow in the Greenlawn Cemetery, Wapakoneta. Memorial contributions may be directed to the 

First English Lutheran Church.  

 

BINKLEY, George Binkley  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð May 2, 2014)  

George Binkley, age 65, of Spencervil le, died in his sleep on Thursday, May 1, 2014, at his residence following a short illness. He 

was born on Dec. 29, 1948, in Lima, a son of Keith H. and Virginia E. Schiffer Binkley, who are deceased. His stepfather Tom 

Gaskill survives in Spencerville. He  was previously married to Ruth Ann Jacks, who is deceased. On March 10, 1984, he married 

Carla J. Hawk Goetz, who survives, along with 6 children; Mike Binkley, of Venedocia; Linda (Tom) Goffe of Gadston, AL; Melis sa 

(Stuart Cameron) Goetz, of Spencervill e; Shelley Goetz, of New Market, TN; Jon (Cheryl) Goetz and Jayme Goetz, both of 

Spencerville; 12 grandchildren and 1 great - grandchild; 2 brothers, Mark (Schako) Binkley, of Seattle, WA; and Paul (Cathy) 

Binkley, of Spencerville. Greg was a 1967 graduate of Spencerville High School and worked 39 years at the Goodyear Tire and 

Rubber Company in St. Marys as a machine operator, retiring in 2007. He was a long time member and past president/trustee of 

the Spencerville Invincible Fire Company and was a member of the Bowersock Bros., VFW Post 6772 Menõs Auxiliary in 

Spencerville. He enjoyed slow cruising his hometown of Spencerville in his truck and talking to his friends. Funeral services  will 

be Monday in the Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville. Bur ial will follow in the Spencerville Cemetery. Memorials may 

be made to the Invincible Fire Company or to the VFW Menõs Auxiliary. 



 

BINKLEY, Jack L. Binkley   

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 1 November 2013)  

WAPAKONETA ñ Jack L. Binkley, age 57, died Thursday October 31, 2013 at his home. He was born October 8, 1956 in Lima to 

Robert L. Binkley & Rosemary (Binkley) Steinke who preceded him in death. On December 3, 1974 he married JoAnn Fugatt and 

she survives in Wapakoneta. Survivors include a son and daughter; Toby (Tara) Binkley of St. Johns, Season (Scott) Hurley of 

Tipp City, 5 grandchildren Kaleb, Mackenzie, Michala, Trento n and Spencer, and a brother Bill Binkley of Dayton. Jack attended 

Shawnee High School and then joined the United States Air Force in 1975. He was specialized as an Aircraft Structural 

Maintenance Craftsman for 18 years until he retired in 1993 after the P ersian Gulf War. He enjoyed riding his motorcycle and 

golfing. He especially loved his grandchildren. He was also a member of the American Legion Post #330. Funeral services are 

scheduled Monday November 4, 2013 at Schlosser Funeral Home & Cremation Servic es, Wapakoneta where military rites will be 

performed by the VFW Post #8445. Memorial contributions may be made to the American Lung Association.  

 

BINKLEY, Jason M. Binkley  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 11 August 2009)    

Jason M. "Bink" Binkley, age 33 of Lafayette, died Sunday, Aug. 9, 2009, in the emergency department of St. Rita's Medical 

Center, following a motorcycle accident at St. Rt. 81 and McClure Roads, Northeast of Lima. He was born Nov. 24, 1975, in Lim a, 

a son of David  V. Binkley and Angelia L. Kirkhoff Kuhn. His father and stepmother Glenna R. Binkley survive in Shawnee and his 

mother and stepfather Robert E. Kuhn survive in Shawnee. On Aug. 21, 2004, he married Christina D. Bartley, who survives alon g 

with three child ren, Katlyn Nicole, Miah Dawn and Dylan Wayne Binkley, all at home. He is also survived by a sister; a stepsister; 

his grandparents; father - in- law and mother - in- law, Dennis and Trudy Bartley of Mt. Vernon; three sisters - in-law; several aunts, 

uncles; nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his grandfathers; three uncles. Funeral services will be Thursday in 

the Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville. Burial will follow in the Memorial Park Cemetery in Lima. Memorials may b e 

made to his wife Chris for the children.  

 

BINKLEY, Norman Binkley  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Norman Binkley, 64, of 118 S. Wagner Street in Wapakoneta, OH died Fri day October 11, 2013 at Lima Memorial Health 

System. He was born June 11, 1949 in Lima, OH to Byron and Marian (Merricle) Binkley. He is survived by 1 daughter, Sheila 

Goins of Celina, OH; 1 son, Paul (Tina) Binkley of Wapakoneta; 7 grandchildren, 1 great -grandchild; 1 sister - in-law, Julie Binkley 

of New Knoxville, OH and 1 niece, Connie (Allen) Schroer of New Knoxville, OH. Norman was preceded in death by his parents, 

Byron and Marian Binkley and 1 brother James "Mike" Binkley. He was a graduate of St. Mar ys Memorial High School and 

completed college coursework in automotive technology. A sergeant first class in the United States Army, he worked as the 

readiness NCO at St. Marys Armory for a number of years. He also worked as a mechanic at B & B Auto in Wap akoneta and 

Jerry Lear Ford dealership in St. Marys. More recently, he worked as a bartender and maintenance technician at the 

Wapakoneta Eagles. He was a member of American Legion Post #330, VFW Post #8445 and Eagles Lodge Aerie # 691, all in 

Wapakoneta.  Private family graveside services, with full military honors, will take place at Dayton Nation Cemetery in Dayton, 

OH. Memorial contributions may be directed to Putnam Co. Hospice.  

 

BIRT, Eugene E. Birt  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 24 February 2010)    

Eugene E. Birt, age 90, 7550 U. S. Rt. 33 Celina, died Monday, Feb. 22, 2010, at his residence of natural causes. He was born  

June 10, 1919, in Celina, a son of Sylvia Thorton and George Birt. On Oct. 26, 1940, he married Virginia Trisel, she preceded him 

in death April 16, 2007. He is survived by his son, Richard (Donna) Birt of Celina; four grandchildren; two great -grandchildren 

and a great -great -grandchild. He was preceded in dea th by his daughter, Kathy Prater and a brother. Funeral services will be 

Friday at Cisco Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow at Mercer Memory Gardens. Military services will be conducted at t he 

cemetery. Memorial contributions may be directed to Cel ina Senior Citizens.  

 

BISHIR, Philip E. Bishir  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 12 January 2016)    

Philip E. Bishir, 80, of Marion, IN, died Sunday, Jan. 10, 2016, in Marion General Hospital. He was born in Marion, IN, to th e late 

Dumont and Lavada (Mills) Bishir.  He married Carol J. Schroeron on May 5, 1956, and she survives. Survivors include his wife 

Carol; his children Darl Wayne (Kathy) Bishir of St. Marys, Donna (Greg) Maynard of Gas City, IN, and Alan (Vicki) Bishir of Gas 

Cit y, IN; his grandchildren Samantha Bishir, Tiffany (Michael) Huffman, Jessica Ervin, Amanda Bishir, Stephanie Bishir, Stormy 

Buck, Jewel Buck and Zachary Buck; his great -grandchildren Nicholas Alsip, Nolan Alsip, Camdyn Huffman, Trey Richarson, 

Audrey Mario n, IN, Tanner Campbell, and his stepsisters Mary Lawson, and Sondra (Oakley) Bishop. In addition to his parents, 

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/149D14D2B83392C0-149D14D2B83392C0%3F


Philip was preceded in death by his brother, Dewayne Robert Bishir; and granddaughter, Katherine Bishir. Philip was a 1954 

graduate of Marion H igh School. He worked for over 40 years as a press operator for Bell Fibre. Philip loved art. He attended 

art school and was a member of the art club for 50 years. He made many portraits and landscapes over the years. Philip was a 

big John Wayne fan.  He a lso loved to sing and participate in community events. He was a member of the choir at Twin City 

Baptist Church and the Best Years Singers at the Senior Center. He had participated in the Marion Easter Pageant since he was  

14 years old.  Philip also partic ipated in the 1812 reenactment as a trapper for five years. He was a life member of the NRA and 

a member of XYZ, "Extra Years of Zest" at his church. Philip had a great sense of humor and was the perfect gentleman. He 

could make anyone laugh and was always willing to help anyone in need. Family was very important to Philip, even his extended 

family were considered to be his close family. Philip was a loving husband. He and Carol showed a clear love for one another,  

often holding hands, and telling each othe r they loved one another many times a day. Funeral services will be Wednesday at Twin 

City Bible Baptist Church, 7252 S. Meridian St. Marion, IN. Burial will be at Grant Memorial Park. Arrangements are being 

handled by Needham -Storey -Wampner Funeral Servic e, North Chapel, 1341 N. Baldwin Ave. Marion, IN. Memorial contributions 

may be made to Twin City Bible Baptist Church, 7252 S. Meridian St. Marion, IN, 46953 or Marion Grant County Senior Center, 

503 S .Gallatin St. Marion, IN, 46953.  

 

BISHOP, Paul E. Bi shop 

(Abstracted from Schlosser Funeral Home, Wapakoneta, Ohio, 11 January 2010)  

Paul E. Bishop, age 67, of Wapakoneta died January 11, 2010 at Wapakoneta Manor after fighting a valiant battle against cance r. 

Mr. Bishop was born October 13, 1942 to Hiram and Dora (Hammond) Bishop in Gate City, VA who preceded him in death.  On 

April 23, 1965 he married Connie J. Messer who survives in Wapakoneta. Mr. Bishop is also survived by two daughters; Athena K . 

(Richard) Masuda -Bond of Manassas, VA and Christie L. G reeno of Delta, OH; 4 grandchildren; Dominick White, Shane Masuda, 

Marshall Bond, and Austin Bond; 2 brothers; Lionel and R.L. Bishop; 4 sisters; Nora Vayo, Mattie Wooten, Shirley Barker, and 

Phyllis Morris. He was preceded in death by a brother Cecil Bish op. Mr. Bishop graduated in 1961 from Gate City High School in 

Virginia.  He then attended the Hobart School of Welding in Troy, Ohio.  He retired from General Dynamics in 1993 as a welder, 

and then went to work for Celina Aluminum Precision and Tool, reti ring in 2008.  He was also member of St. Joseph Catholic 

Church.  He enjoyed hunting and especially fishing.  He also enjoyed eating out at his favorite restaurants.  He was an avid 

baseball card collector and enjoyed spending time with his friends and gra ndchildren and walking his dog Buddy to the park. A 

Memorial service will be Friday January 15, 2010 at Schlosser Funeral Home & Cremation Services, 615 N. Dixie Hwy. 

Wapakoneta.   Burial of the cremains will be at a later date.  

 

BLACK, Alva L. Black  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð December 2, 2013)  

Alva L. Black, age 72, of Celina, died Friday, Nov. 29, 2013 at Miami Valley Hospital in Dayton following a brief illness. He  was 

born April 11, 1941 in Harrisburg, PA to Alva Sr. and  Goldie (Kerns) Black. He was married Nov. 19, 2003, to Vicky Burden who 

survives in Celina along with his children Sherry and Michael Dirksen, of Union City, IN; Kimberly Reynolds, of Ashland, KS; Julie 

and Jerry Francis, of Versailles; Richie and Schanda  Black, of Ansonia; Rickie Black, of Greenville; Ryan Black, of Ansonia and 

Krista Hoover, of Sandusky; 11 grandchildren, 9 great -grandchildren and siblings Gary Meyer, David Meyer, Patsy Stump and 

Linda Batty. He was preceded in death by his parents and a  son-in- law Frank Reynolds. Alva retired from the Minster Machine 

Company in 2000. He was an avid outdoorsman and trapshooter and belonged to many clubs and associations including the 

Newport Sportsmenõs Club and Mercer County Sportsmen Association. Funeral services will be Thursday at Hogenkamp Funeral 

Home in Minster, burial will follow at a later date.  

 

BLACK, Edna E. Black   

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 11 December 2016)    

Edna E. Black, age 69, of New Bremen, died Dec. 9, 2013, at Joint Township Hospital, St. Marys, following a short battle with  

cancer. She was born on Jan. 27, 1944, in Pound, VA, the daughter of Virgil and Flo ra (Tester) Sturgill. She married Norman L. 

Black on Aug. 23, 1964, and he preceded her in death on July 24, 1997. She is survived by her three children, Lisa (Steve) 

Borger of Westerville, Michael (Trena) Black of New Knoxville, and Michele (Travis) Laugh man of New Bremen, along with four 

cherished grandchildren, Ashley Borger, Melissa Borger and Alex Borger, all of Westerville, and Adrienne Laughman of New 

Bremen. She is also survived by one brother, Frank (Kathy) Sturgill of South Carolina, and three sis ters, Marie Justice of 

Kentucky, Sharon Endicott of Virginia and Vada Sturgill of Dayton. She was preceded in death by three sisters. She worked at 

Crown for many years, and spent much of her life as a caregiver for others. She loved riding her bike and wo rking in her yard, 

and will be remembered as a strong and loving mother, grandmother and friend. A memorial service will be at the Gilberg -

Hartwig Funeral Home in New Bremen. Inurnment will be at a later date in the Willow Grove Cemetery, New Bremen. The f amily 

request any donations be made to Grand Lake Hospice or to your local hospice organization.  

 

BLACK, Josephine R. Black  

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/14A9EA3DF08D5628-14A9EA3DF08D5628%3F


(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 31 March 2009)    

Josephine R. Black, age 95, of St. Marys, died Monday, Marc h 30, 2009, at Celina Manor Nursing Home. She was born on Aug. 

23, 1913, in Mercer County, the daughter of John and Josephine (Schroer) Billerman, and they both preceded her in death. On 

May 7, 1946, she married Clarence W. Black and he preceded her in dea th on May 20, 1999. She is survived by her sons; 

Clarence (Sheryl) Black, Jr., of Elkhart, IN, Jim (Connie) Black of Celina, Thomas Rutschilling of New Bremen; two daughters,  

Roberta (Walt) Schmidt of St. Marys, Susan Jackson of St. Marys; 12 grandchildren ; 26 great -grandchildren. Funeral services 

will be Wednesday, at Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Coldwater. Burial will follow at Swamp College Cemetery in Celina.  

 

BLACK, Merle D. Black  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 7 April 2008)    

Merle D. Black, age 70, of Celina, died Friday, April 4, 2008 at Mercer Health in Coldwater. He was born June 13, 1937 in Poe , 

IN, a son of George and Wilma (Thompson) Black, and they preceded him in death. In January, 1970, he married Janice Davis, 

and she survives. He is also survived by 3 children, Kristine (Mike) Durnell of Celina, Mike (Rosanna) Black of Greenville, PA, 

Chuck (Kristine) Black of Rockford; 1 stepson, Brett (Michelle) Riley of Celina; 1 sister; and 2 sisters - in-law. He was also 

preceded in death by a sister; two brothers. Funeral services will be Tuesday, at the Cisco Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will 

follow in Mercer Memory Gardens.  

 

BLACK, Richard Alvin Black  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 11 November 2008)    

Richard Alvin Black, age 79, of Crystal River, FL, retired after 22 years at BOC Airco, died Friday, Nov. 7, 2008, in Crystal  

River FL, after a long illness. He was born Aug. 9, 1929, in Dravosburg, PA, a son of Alvin Lancaster Black and Hazel McCoy 

Black. He married Rosalyn Ann (Lyn) Eschmeyer, the love of his life and she survives and resides in Crystal River, FL. He is also 

survived by 3 daughters, Laurel (Ron) Morris of Hertford, NC, Christine Black of Denham Springs, LA, and Leslie (Bill) Klausi ng 

of D elphos; 3 stepdaughters, Valerie Beck of Lima, Julie (Kurt) Ehemann of Anna, Martie (Jerry) Bradley of Columbus; 1 sister, 

Barbara Black (Ed) Withers; 10 grandchildren; and nine great -grandchildren. A 1948 graduate of Clairton High School, Clairton, 

PA, he was a drummer in the high school band and played semi -pro football for the Dusquene Orioles. He also worked for a 

period at Carnegie Illinois Steel Corp on the Ohio River stern wheelers as a deck hand. For many years he worked in the US 

Steel industry and  in the trucking industry, where he served as a union steward. He was a U. S. Air Force veteran, serving 

during the Korean War, as well as playing on the Air Force Football Team. He was offered an appointment to West Point but 

chose instead to attend Penn State University. He was active in the American Legion at his former residence in Spencerville; 

and Moose and Elks Clubs in Florida. Strickland Funeral Home in Crystal River, FL is handling the arrangements. Burial will b e at 

the Florida National Military Cemetery.  

 

BLACK, Richard E. Black  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 25 August 2008)    

Richard E. Black, age 84, formerly of New Bremen, died Friday, Aug. 22, 2008, at the Heritage Manor Nursing Center, Minster. 

He was born May 15, 1924, in Hobbs, IN, a son of Ray and Bly (Botkins) Black. On April 19, 1947, he married Shirley Fogt who 

preceded him in death on Jan. 8, 2007. He is survived by a son, Jeffery (Cheryl) Black of Dallas, TX, two daughters, Christin e 

(Robert) Werst of Atlanta,  GA, and Pam (Paul) Phlipot of Minster; five grandchildren, Kirsten, Ian and Trevor Black all of Dallas, 

TX, and Max and Sam Phlipot of Minster; a brother, Steve (Bev) Black of St. Marys; and a brother - in- law, Calvin Slattery of 

New Bremen. He was preceded  in death by a sister, Beverly Schnelle; and a brother, Kent Black. He was a member of the St. 

Paul United Church of Christ in New Bremen. He was a 1942 graduate of New Bremen High School. He was a navigator in the U. 

S. Army Air Corp. during World War II.  He enjoyed a career of 40 years at the former STAMCO Machine and Tool Company of 

New Bremen where he served as Chief Engineer and then as Head of Purchasing and Production Control. He loved to travel and 

had many hobbies including woodworking and photogra phy. He was an avid golfer and enjoyed many rounds of golf at the 

Arrowhead Golf Course of Minster. Funeral services will be Saturday, at the Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home in New Bremen. 

Burial will follow in the German Protestant Cemetery, New Bremen. In l ieu of flowers, the family requests contributions be made 

to the Alzheimer's Association.  

 

BLACKBURN, Carolyn M. Blackburn  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð December 21, 2012 ) 

Carolyn M. Blackburn, age 90, of Wapakoneta died on Thursday, Dec. 20, 2012, in front of her residence from injuries suffered 

from a single auto accident.  She was born on April 27, 1922, in Ada, the daughter of Melvin and Freda (Freymuth) Stinebaugh, 

who preceded her in death.  On June 21, 1942, she marrie d Guy W. Blackburn, and he died on Jan. 2, 2005. Survivors include 4 

cousins; several nieces and nephews; great nieces and nephews; and great -great - nieces; and 1 sister - in-law, Emma Jane, of Ariz. 

She was preceded in death by a sister, Treva Howell; and a  niece. Funeral services will be Sunday at the Bayliff & Eley Funeral 



Home, located on Ohio 501 in Wapakoneta.  Burial is to follow in the Greenlawn Cemetery in Wapakoneta.  Memorial 

contributions may be directed to St. Paul United Church of Christ.   

 

BLAIR, Marilyn Blair  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 15 January 2009)    

Marilyn (Susie) Blair, age 78, 257 Farnsworth Drive, St. Marys, died Wednesday, Jan. 14, 2009, at Joint Township District 

Memorial Hospital in St. Marys of natural  causes. She was born Nov. 11, 1930, in Findlay, a daughter of Loren and Adah 

(Shappell) Stout and they preceded her in death. On Oct. 1, 1950, she married Brice Blair and he survives. She is also surviv ed 

by a daughter, Debra (David) Lauth and Jim Blair, both of St. Marys. She was also preceded in death by a sister, Donna Core 

and an infant Blair brother. She was a homemaker and held several positions with The Evening Leader. She enjoyed cooking, 

fishing, gardening, nature walking at the Mercer County Spor tsmen's Club and was an avid bird watcher. She was a 1948 

graduate of Celina High School. There will be no visitation. The family will hold private services at a future date. Memorial  

contributions may be directed to The Gerad Foundation, 803 West Market S t., Suite 200, Lima, Ohio 45805, or to the 

organization of the donor's choice. Cisco Funeral Home in Celina is in charge of arrangements.  

 

BLAKELEY, Deborah Blakeley  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxvil le, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Deborah Blakeley, 61, of 803 South Washington Street, Delphos, and formerly of Saint Marys, died Friday, December 3, 2010, 

at her residence.  She was born January 4, 1949, in Saint Marys, the daughter of Russell and Margaret (McDermitt) Wehnes. 

She is survived by her 4 children: Judy (Shawn) Sealscott of Wapakoneta; Tammy (Gregory) Van Dyke, Sr. of Delphos; Pamela 

(Darrell Copeland) Blakeley of Middle Point, OH; Samuel (Melissa) Blakeley, Jr. of Harrod, OH ; by 11 grandchildren; 12 great -

grandchildren; by 2 brothers: Larry Wehnes of Saint Marys; and Gary Wehnes of Wapakoneta. She was preceded in death by 

her parents; her step -mother, Dorothy Hunter Wehnes; and by a brother, Jerry Wehnes.  Deborah was a produc tion employee 

for the Saint Marys Cotton Mill. She had attended the First Friends Church in Saint Marys. She is survived by her beloved bir d, 

Jack; she enjoyed doing crossword puzzles, collecting dolls and working on the computer. She was a life member of the Delphos 

VFW Auxiliary.  Funeral rites will be Friday, December 10, 2010, at the Miller Funeral Home, 1605 Celina Road, Saint Marys, 

Ohio. Burial will follow at Elm Grove Cemetery.  Memorial donations may be directed to the First Friends Church.  

 

BLANEY,  E. Ann Blaney  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 31 December 2010)   

E. Ann Blaney, age 77, of Decatur, IN, died on Wednesday, Dec. 29, 2010, at Laurels of Shane Hill in Rockford. Ann was born o n 

June 9, 1933, the daughter of Edward an d Helen (Smith) Fisher, and they preceded her in death. On June 21, 1958, she married 

Bob Blaney, and he preceded her in death on April 1, 2008. Ann is survived by her daughter, Barbara (Ben) Rhinehart of New 

Bremen; five grandchildren, Stephanie, Sean, Av ery, Adam and Isabel Rhinehart. Ann retired from teaching in 1992 from North 

Adams Community Schools after 33 years. She was an active member of First United Methodist Church in Decatur, IN, the 

Faith Circle United Methodist Women, the Adams County Retired  Teachers Association, the Indiana Retired Teachers 

Association and the Christian Womenõs Club. Funeral services will be Monday at First United Methodist Church. Private burial 

will be held at Decatur Cemetery. Haggard and Sefton Funeral Home in Decatur is  handling the arrangements. Memorial 

contributions may be directed to the First United Methodist Church.  

 

BLANKE, Richard W. Blanke  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 12 September 2008)    

Richard W. Blanke, age 75, New Bremen, died Wed nesday, Sept. 10, 2008, at the Joint Township District Memorial Hospital, St. 

Marys. He was born Oct. 17, 1932, near New Bremen, a son of Marvin and Bernice (Schroeder) Blanke and they preceded him in 

death. On April 21, 1956, he married Doris Broerman and  she survives near New Bremen. He is also survived by 4 children, 

Valerie Blanke of Chicago, Vicki (Tom) Blaser of Findlay, Dianne (Danny Williams) Blanke of Denver, and Bob (Sarah) Blanke of  

Denver; five grandchildren. He was also preceded in death by a s ister, Dorothy Blanke. Mr. Blanke was a member of the St. Paul 

United Church of Christ in New Bremen. He was a 1950 graduate of New Bremen High School and was a member of the Home 

Benefit Association of New Bremen. He had been a machinist for more than 20 years at the former STAMCO of New Bremen 

and was engaged in farming his entire life. He enjoyed spending time with his family, reading and traveling. Funeral services  will 

be Sunday, at the St. Paul United Church of Christ in New Bremen. Burial of his crem ains will follow in the German Protestant 

Cemetery, New Bremen. Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home in New Bremen is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions 

may be directed to the church memorial fund.  

 

BLEW, Marilyn L. Blew  

(Abstracted from the Evening  Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 3 December 2010)   



Marilyn L. Blew, age 78, of Celina, died Thursday, Dec. 2, 2010, at the Laurels of Shane Hill in Rockford. She was born on Ju ly 

26, 1932, in Celina, the daughter of Richard Fell and Lovetta Betty Adams, and the y preceded her in death. On Nov. 28, 1953, 

she married Robert Blew, and he survives. She is also survived by her son, Gary (Sally) Blew of Hamilton, MI; her sister; her  

brother - in- law; four nieces and nephews. Funeral services will be Saturday at Cisco Fun eral Home in Celina. Burial will be held at 

Swamp College Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be directed to State of the Heart Hospice.  

 

BLEW, Robert E. Blew  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð January 2, 2013 ) 

Robert  òBobó E. Blew, age 81, of Celina, died Monday, Dec. 31, 2012, at Laurels of Shane Hill in Rockford, of natural causes. He 

was born on April 24, 1931, in Columbus to parents Harry Blew and Leona Bevans Blew, both of whom preceded him in death. On 

Nov. 28, 1953, he married  Marilyn Fell, who preceded him in death on Dec. 2, 2010. He is survived by 1 son, Larry (Sally) Blew of 

Hamilton, MI; 1 brother; and 2 sisters - in- law. He was a veteran of the Army and served in the Korean War. Services will be 

Thursday at Cisco Funeral Ho me in Celina. Burial will be held at Swamp College Cemetery. Military Rites will be held Thursday at 

the cemetery by Celina VFW and the American Legion. Memorial contributions may be given to the Celina VFW.  

 

BLOCK, A. Rosemary Block   

(Abstracted from the  Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

A. Rosemary Block, 77, of 11374 Ohio 364 in St. Marys, OH, died Tuesday July 22, 2008 at her residence.  She was born August 

22, 1930 in Connersville, IN to Julius & Velma (Young) Stamm.   She was first married to Francis G. Block, who died July 10, 

1983. She then married Homer Sparks, who survives.   She is also survived by 5 sons, Dale (Shirley) Block of Sidney, OH; 

Kenneth Block of St. Marys,  OH; William Block of St. Marys, OH; Dennis (Liz) Block of St. Marys, OH; Richard (Veronica) Block 

of St. Marys, OH; 1 daughter, Anita (Dave) Roediger of New Bremen, OH; 3 step -sons, James (Marge) Sparks of Prestonsburg, 

KY; John (Tonya) Sparks of St. Mary s, OH; Jerry Sparks of St. Marys, OH; 2 step -daughters, Susan Hague of Celina, OH; Julie 

(Dave) Brewer of St. Marys, OH; 12 grandchildren; 4 great -grandchildren; numerous step -grandchildren & step -great -

grandchildren; and 1 daughter - in-law Judy Block of St . Marys, OH.   She was preceded in death by her parents Julius & Velma 

Stamm, husband Francis Block, son David Block, sister Juanita Kupper, sister Betty Brandenburg, brother Wayne Stamm, 

brother Alva Stamm, half -brother Alvin Kanorr.   She was a homemaker and attended the St. Marys Missionary Baptist Church. 

Memberships included American Legion Post #323 Auxiliary, VFW Post # 9289 Auxiliary, JTDM Hospital Guild (all in St. 

Marys), Eagles Aerie # 691 & DAV, both in Wapakoneta.   She absolutely adored her grand children, and enjoyed sewing, camping, 

fishing, and playing the keyboards. Services are scheduled Saturday July 26, 2008 at the Miller Funeral Home (Ohio 703 West 

Chapel) in St. Marys. Burial will follow at the Elm Grove Cemetery, in St. Marys.  Memorial co ntributions may be directed to the 

Grand Lake Hospice program.  

 

BLOCK, Kenneth R. Block  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Kenneth R. Block, 55, of 100 We st Spring Street, Apt. 202, died Sunday, July 12, 2009 at the Ross Heart Hospital, The Ohio 

State University, Columbus, OH.  He was born March 21, 1954 in Coldwater, OH, the son of Francis and Rosemary (Stamm) 

Block. He had previously been married to Judith  Market and she survives in St. Marys.  He is survived by 2 sons,   Brian (Nickie 

Sweeney) Block; Kyle Block both of St.Marys, OH; 1 grandson, Clayton David Block; 1 step -grandson, Brent David Thurman; his 

step -father, Homer Sparks of St. Marys, OH; 4 brothe rs, Dale (Shirley) Block of Sidney, OH; William Block; Dennis (Liz) Block; 

Richard (Veronica) Block all three of St. Marys, OH; and 1 sister, Anita (Dave) Roediger of New Bremen, OH.  He was preceded 

in death by his parents.  Ken was a 1973 graduate of New Bremen High School, New Bremen, OH.   He was a veteran of the 

United States Marine Corps, having served as a sergeant.   He had worked at the Huffy Corporation in Celina for many years.  He 

was the immediate past commander of the American Legion Post 323 in S t. Marys; he was also the past commander of the 

Auglaize County Veteransõ Organization, where he had also served as chaplain.  He enjoyed watching his kids participating in all 

kinds of sports.   He enjoyed go -kart racing and was also an accomplished artist  who worked in both oils and watercolors.   He 

enjoyed music and played the trombone and organ.  Funeral rites will be Saturday, July 18, 2009 at the Miller Funeral Home, 

1605 Celina Road, St. Marys, OH.   Full military burial honors will be held at noon Mond ay, July 20, 2009 at Dayton National 

Cemetery, Dayton, OH as conducted by the United States Marine Corp.   Memorial donations may be made to the Auglaize 

County Special Olympics.  

 

BLOCK, William K. Block  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 13 July 2015)    

William K. Block, age 57, of 407 S. Vine St. in St. Marys, died Friday, July 10, 2015, at his residence. He was born on Dec. 4, 

1957, in Coldwater, to Francis G. and Alta (Stamm) Block . He is survived by 1 daughter Samantha Kay (Eric) Dunlap  of Celina; by 



his stepdaughters Tina Fry  of Bonham, TX, Dawn Shipman of Texas, Angela Harder of Florida and Rachel Vogel of St. Marys; by 

his granddaughter Tatjana Schmidt  of St. Marys; by his broth ers Dale (Shirley) Block of Sidney and Dennis (Liz) Block  of St. 

Marys and Richard (Veronica) Block of St. Marys; by his sister Anita (Dave) Roediger  of New Bremen, and by his stepfather 

Homer Sparks   of St. Marys, He was preceded in death by his parents F rancis and Rosemary Block, wife Bonnie (Jones) Block 

and brother Kenneth Block. William had worked as a truck driver and mechanic for many years. He was a member of Eagles 

Lodge Aerie 767 in St. Marys. His favorite pastimes included camping, fishing and al l types of racing. Funeral rites are 

scheduled for Wednesday at Miller Funeral Home 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 West Chapel) in St. Marys. Burial will follow at 

the Elm Grove Cemetery, in St. Marys.  

 

BLOCKBERGER, Lance D. Blockberger  

(Abstracted from the Ev ening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 2 February 2010)    

Lance "Lanny" D. Blockberger, age 66, died Saturday, Jan. 30, 2010, at Lima Memorial Health System after a courageous battle 

with cancer. He was surrounded by his loving family. He was born Sept. 16, 1943 , a son to Harry and Virginia (Truesdale) 

Blockberger of Spencerville who preceded him in death. On Dec. 6, 1966, he married Shirley (Wood) Harruff who survives in 

Spencerville. He is survived by his sister; three daughters, Bretta (John) Miller of Spencer ville, Jodi (Dave) Koverman of rural 

Spencerville, Kendra (Chris) Case of Willshire; 10 grandchildren; nine great -grandchildren; and aunts and uncles. He served in 

the Army and in the National Guard during the Vietnam War. A memorial service to celebrate L anny's life will be Wednesday at 

the American Legion Post 191 in Spencerville. Military rites are to be conducted following the services at the American Legio n 

Hall by the Harry J. Reynolds American Legion Post 191 and Bowersock Bros. VFW Post 6772 Color G uard. Memorial 

contributions may be directed in lieu of flowers to the American Legion Scholarship fund or a charity of the donor's choice. 

Funeral arrangements are under the direction of the Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville.  

 

BLOSSER, Connie J. Williams -  Blosser 

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 28 June 2010)   

Connie J. Williams - Blosser, age 51, 115 S. County Road, Celina, died Friday, June 25, 2010, at Joint Township District Memorial 

Hospital in St. Marys. She was b orn June 29, 1958, in Van Wert County, a daughter to Charles Leroy and Dorothy Jean 

(Lindeman) Williams; both preceded her in death. On May 29, 1998, she married Lewis R. Blosser; he survives at the residence.  

She is also survived by two daughters, Chasity  Bayman of Miamisburg, Alisha (Darby) Metz of Wapakoneta; three brothers, 

Charles (Chrissy) Williams of Decatur, IN, Tony (Staci) Williams of Clovis, NM, Danny Williams of Celina; three sisters, Cind y 

(Tim) Schmidt of Celina, Diane (Brian) Hitchen of St. M arys, Vickie (Alan) Bruggeman of St. Marys; seven grandchildren, 

Christopher Clayton, Damian Metz, Ashley Metz, Kanisha Bayman, Sean Walker, Bradley Walker and Alana Walker. She was a 

1976 graduate of St. Marys Memorial High School. She attended Rhodes Sta te College in Lima and graduated in 1999 from 

Apollo College in Lima with a degree in nursing. She worked for several years at St. Marys Living Center and the St. Henry 

Gardens Nursing Home. She was a member of Holy Rosary Catholic Church in St. Marys. She  was the backbone of her family and 

she will be greatly missed by all. Funeral services will be Wednesday at Cisco Funeral Home of St. Marys. Burial will follow at 

Gethsemane Cemetery, St. Marys. Contributions can be made to Mercer County Home Health Care.  

 

BLOSSOM, Eddy L. Blossom  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 28 August 2008)    

Eddy L. Blossom, age 77, of Rockford, died Wednesday Aug. 27, 2008, at his home. He was born July 25, 1931, in Rockford, a 

son of Benjamin F. and Floris V.  (Schwartz) Blossom. On June 14, 1958, he married Shirley Platt, and she preceded him in death 

on Aug. 4, 1994. He is survived by a son, Vincent E. (Peggy) Blossom, Rockford; a daughter, Vivian (Joe) Thompson of Elgin; s ix 

grandchildren and three great -grandchildren. He is preceded in death by a son, Victor E. Blossom. He served in the US Air 

Force. Funeral services will be Saturday, at Ketcham -Ripley Funeral Home, Rockford. Burial will follow in Riverside cemetery, 

with military rites by Rockford American Legion. Memorial contributions may be directed to State of the Heart Hospice.  

 

BLUE, Anita Jean Fritz Blue  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 17 December 2009)    

Anita Jean Fritz Blue, age 84, of Urbana, and formerly of Wapakoneta, die d Monday, Dec. 14, 2009, at the Wellington Nursing 

and Rehabilitation Center following several years of failing health. She was born June 16, 1925, in Logan County, a daughter to 

Homer French and Doris Ethlyn (Miller) Tennant. She married Don Paul Fritz, w ho preceded her in death. Her second marriage 

was to George A. Blue, who survives in Urbana. She is survived by two children, Kim David Fritz and Lisa Carol Cortes; a sist er 

and grandchildren. A graveside service will be Saturday at Buckland Cemetery. A me morial service will be Monday at the 

Wellington Nursing and Rehab Center, Urbana. In lieu of flowers donations may be given to the Alzheimerõs Association in 

memory of her name. Arrangements by Bayliff and Son Funeral Home, Cridersville  

 

BLUMHORST, Eldine E. Blumhorst   

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/158761498132E280-158761498132E280%3F


(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 13 October 2015)  

Eldine E. Blumhorst, age 92, of New Bremen, died Monday, Oct. 12, 2 015, at the St. Marys Living Center, in St. Marys. She was 

born on April 4, 1923, in New Bremen, the daughter of the late Edward W. and Sophie M. (Nedderman) Bertke. On June 8, 1946, 

she married Merlin W. Blumhorst, who died on Dec. 3, 2012. Surviving is a  son William (Karen) Blumhorst of Celina; her 

grandchildren Justin (Tiffany) Blumhorst and Katie (Dan Sok) Blumhorst, both of Dayton, and great -grandchildren Whitley and 

Harrison Blumhorst. Along with her parents and husband, Eldine was preceded in death b y her sisters Erma Speckman and Ada 

Kuenning and her brother Ray Bertke. Eldine was a lifetime member of the St. Paul United Church of Christ in New Bremen. She 

worked for a time in assembly at Goodyear of St. Marys, and along with her husband in their but cher shop. As a homemaker, she 

was a devoted and loving wife, mother and grandmother. She and her husband Merlin were inseparable, and together they 

enjoyed playing cards, polka dancing, and spending time with their family. Eldine was known for her delicio us cooking and baking, 

and her caring and positive personality. Funeral services will be Friday at the Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home in New Bremen. 

Burial will follow in the German Protestant Cemetery of New Bremen. Memorial contributions may be made to the  St. Paul 

United Church of Christ Memorial Fund.  

 

BLUMHORST, Merlin W. Blumhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð December 4, 2012 ) 

Merlin W. Blumhorst, age 99, of New Bremen, died Monday, Dec. 3, 2012, at the St. Marys Living Center in St. Marys.  He was 

born on Oct. 15, 1913, near Kettlersville.  He was the son of William and Bertha (May) Blumhorst.  On June 8, 1946, he married 

Eldine Bertke, who survives in St. Marys.   Also surviving is his son, William (Karen) Blumhorst of New Brem en; grandchildren 

Justin (Tiffany) Blumhorst of Sidney and Katie (Dan Sok) Blumhorst of Dayton; and his great -granddaughter Whitley 

Blumhorst.   Preceding him in death were his sisters, Luella Topp and Helen Schrolucke. Mr. Blumhorst was a member of the St.  

Paul United Church of Christ in New Bremen.   He enjoyed playing cards, polka dances, attending sporting events, woodworking, 

gardening and loved to fish with his family.  He was engaged in farming, had owned a butcher shop and retired from the Minster 

Machine Company after 25 years of service where he had worked in the pattern shop. Funeral services will be Thursday at the 

Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home in New Bremen.  Burial will follow in the German Protestant Cemetery, New Bremen.   Memorial 

contributions may be made to the Grand Lake Hospice or to the church memorial fund.  

 

BOATRIGHT, Minnie Rittie Boatright  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Minnie Rittie "Rita" Boatright, age 83, 21 7 S. Sugar St., Celina, died Oct. 25, 2006, at her residence. She was born Aug. 26, 

1923, in Lee County, VA, to Henry J. and Roda Cathern Catron Sutton. On March 24, 1941, she married Joseph P. Boatright, who 

died Sept. 6, 1975. Survivors are 2 sons, Paul (Gerlia), of Middlesboro, KY, and Jack (Jaqueline), of St. Marys; 3 daughters, 

Kathleen (Gerald) Bauer, Marjorie (Terry) Garwood, and Regina (Tony) Faurot, all of Celina; 2 sisters, Ann McDonald, of Ossia n, 

IN, and Maggie Sherrills, of Rose Hill, VA; 15 gr andchildren, 26 great -grandchildren and four great -great -grandchildren. 

Deceased are a son, Charles Dale; two brothers, Charles and Lewis Sutton; and four sisters, Ruby Daniels, Mary Chadwell and 

Stella and Gladys Sutton, who died in infancy. She retired f rom the former Mersman Tables plant in Celina, and was a member 

of First Baptist Church, Celina, and its ladies choir. Services are Saturday at W.H. Dick & Sons - Hellwarth Funeral Home, 

Celina. Burial is at Mercer Memory Gardens, Celina. Contributions can  be made to Celina Area Visiting Nurses & Hospice.  

 

BOBENMOYER, Bruce Wayne Bobenmoyer  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 11 September 2010)   

Bruce Wayne Bobenmoyer, age 76, of 565 E. Market St., Celina, passed away Thursday, Sept. 9,  2010, at his residence. He was 

born on Jan.11, 1934, in Celina, to the late Farrell and Carol (Kessler) Bobenmoyer. On July 28, 1973, he married Ruby Earnha rt, 

who lives in Celina. In addition to his wife, he is also survived by a grandson; a sister and b rother - in- law. He was preceded in 

death by a son, Gary Bobenmoyer; a daughter, Diane Bobenmoyer Private family services will be held at the family's convenienc e. 

The Lehman-Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina is handling arrangements.  

 

BODIKER, Louis Eugene Bodiker  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Louis Eugene "Gene" Bodiker, age 88, of Celina, died Friday, Oct. 22, 2010, at his residence. He was born on Dec. 11, 1921, i n Van 

Wert, the son of Clifford and Norma (Walker) Bodiker, and they preceded him in death. In November 1980, he married 

Marjorie Ricks, and she preceded him in death. He then married Kathleen Hooker, and she survives. He is survived by 1 son, Ku rt 

Jr. (Sandy) B odiker of Celina; 1 daughter, Cheryl (Wesley) Hawkins of Bellefontaine; 6 grandchildren; and 9 great -grandchildren. 

He was also preceded in death by a great -grandchild. A memorial service will be Nov. 6 at St. Paul's United Methodist Church in 

Celina. Burial will be at Huntsville Cemetery in Logan County. Memorial contributions may be directed to St. Paul's United 

Methodist Church for their Matthew 25 Project or Health Ministries Fund.  

 



BOECKER, Frederick J. Boecker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 10 July 2017)         

Frederick J. Boecker, age 97, of Minster, died Friday, July 7, 2017, at Elmwood Assisted Living, New Bremen.   He was born on 

March 24, 1920, in Minster to the late Andrew and Cecilia (Dorsten) Boecker. He married Martha "Marty" Rulmann on Sept. 22, 

1945, in St. Augustine Catholic Church, Minster. She preceded him in death on Dec. 28, 2001. He is survived by children: 

Thomas and Sondra Boecker, Sidney, Ann and Ken Meyer, Minster; five grandchildren, Kristina and Brian Lund y, Kimberly and 

Chad Sollmann, Tara and Matt Montgomery, Natalie and Carlos De La Garza and Andrew Meyer; nine great -grandchildren, Alex 

Lundy, Brayden Montgomery, Grant Sollmann, Andrew and Audirana Lundy, Brooke Montgomery, Elise Sollmann, Blake 

Montgomery and Ayden Lundy. He was preceded in death by his wife of 59 years, by a brother, Wilfred Boecker and by a 

sister - in- law Margaret Boecker. Fred was a 1938 graduate of Minster High School and a 1947 grad of University of Cincinnati. 

His college education was interrupted from January 1942 to March 1946 to serve with 31st infantry division in the Asiatic -

Pacific theater and was honorably discharged as a captain of Co. B 124th infantry regiment and was awarded the bronze star  

while serving in the Philippines. Fred was a member of St. Augustine Catholic Church, Minster, of St. Augustine Or phan Society, 

life member and past president of the Minster Civic Association, past president and member of Minster Local Board of 

Education, past committeeman of Minster Historical Society past clerk of the village of Minster, past secretary and member of  

St. Augustine Cemetery Board. He served on the village of Minster's Income Tax Appeals Board for 37 years, a member of the 

Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie 1391 and a life member of both the American Legion Post 387 and VFW Post 6432 in Minster. 

He retired as the manager of accounting from the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company in St. Marys after 37 yea rs. Fred was an 

avid sports fan, especially the Minster Wildcats, UC Bearcats and the St. Louis Cardinals. He never missed a middle school or  a 

high school sporting event in which his grandson, Andrew, participated. He enjoyed golfing, bowling, traveling, playing cards and 

all the special events with his family. A Mass of Christian burial will be Wednesday at St. Augustine Catholic Church, Minste r. 

Burial will follow with full military honors in St. Augustine Cemetery, Minster. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minst er is entrusted 

with the arrangements. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to Wilson Hospice and to Minster Area Life 

Squad.  

 

BOECKER, Margaret H. Boecker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 16 August 2008)    

Margaret H. Boecker, age 88, formerly of Minster, died Friday, Aug. 15, 2008, after a lengthy illness. She was born on Jan. 27, 

1920, a daughter of Harvey B. and Emma (Mesloh) Henning, and they preceded her in death. On Sept. 23, 1940, she married 

Wilfred B. B oecker, he preceded her in death in 2005. She is survived by a daughter, Susan B. (Jack, Sr.) Durnbaugh; a son, 

Jack M. (Reenie) Boecker; a granddaughter, Erin Durnbaugh; a grandson, Jack (Allison) Durnbaugh; a great -granddaughter, Emily 

Durnbaugh. She was also preceded in death by two sisters, Audrey Kemper and Louise Laut. Margaret graduated from New 

Bremen High School in 1937, salutatorian of her class. She was an accomplished pianist having attended Oberlin College 

Conservatory of Music majoring in pian o and organ studies. She gave private music lessons for several years. Following her 

mother's footsteps, she served as organist at Zion United Church of Christ in New Bremen. Funeral services will be Monday, at  

Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster. In lieu of  flowers, donations can be made to Hospice of Dayton.  

 

BOECKMAN, Richard J. Boeckman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 14 October 2009)    

Richard J. Boeckman, age 92, of 112 S. Garfield St., Minster, died Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2009, at Heritage Manor Nursing Home in 

Minster. He was born May 24, 1917, near Cassella, a son to the late Joseph and the late Catherine (Quinter) Boeckman Cron. On  

Sept. 30, 1939, he married Alvira Moeller. She preceded him in death on June 30, 1997. He is surviv ed by his children, James 

Boeckman of Dayton, Barbara (Jack) Wilson of Troy, Paul (Phyllis) Boeckman of Centerville, Mark (Florence) Boeckman of 

Buford, GA, Ann (Ray) Bergman of Minster, Cathy (Wayne) Mullenix of Piqua, Joseph (Jane) Boeckman of Columbus; 16 

grandchildren; 39 great -grandchildren; three brothers; three sisters; and sisters - in-law. He was preceded in death by a 

daughter Irene, brothers Wilbert Boeckman, Joseph Boeckman, Ray Cron and Anthony Cron Jr., a sister Rita Moeller and four 

infant chil dren.  A Mass of Christian Burial will be Saturday, at St. Augustine Catholic Church, Minster. Interment will be at St. 

Augustine Cemetery in Minster. Memorial donations may be made to the Center for Neurological Development and Radio Maria.  

N. J Hogenkam p Sons Inc. funeral home, 61 South Hanover St., Minster is handling the arrangements.  

 

BOEDICKER, Gloria M. Boedicker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 30 May 2009)    

Gloria M. Boedicker, age 83, of Wapakoneta, died Friday, May 29, 20 09, at St. Marys Living Center, St. Marys. She was born 

Aug. 23, 1925, in Wapakoneta, a daughter of Fred and Mildred (Drury) Waltz, and they preceded her in death. On May 10, 1952, 

she married Charles W. "Bill" Boedicker, and he died June 17, 1994. She is survived by a son -in- law, James Johns of St. Marys; 

three granddaughters, Jamie (Doug) Maze, Brenda (Dennis) Boysell, Kristina (Jerry) Lotz; seven greatgrandchildren; two great -

great -grandchildren; a sister - in-law, Toni Waltz of Wapakoneta; two nieces, Chr istina Waltz, Kim Waltz; and two nephews, Fred 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/bronze-star/?personid=186046829&affiliateID=3557
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/vfw/?personid=186046829&affiliateID=3557


(Kim) Waltz, Bill (Brett) Waltz. She was preceded in death by a daughter, Sharon Johns; a brother, Frederick Waltz. A 

homemaker, Gloria had owned and operated the former Gloria's Beauty Salon, and later was a supervisor at Fisher Cheese Co., 

both of Wapakoneta. She was a member of St. Mark's Lutheran Church, and a graduate of Blume High School, both of 

Wapakoneta. Her hobbies included playing bingo and bird watching. Funeral services will be Tuesday, at the Bay liff and Eley 

Funeral Home, Ohio 501. Memorials may be directed to St. Mark's Lutheran Church or Grand Lake Hospice.  

 

BOEHMER, Tami Greenfield Boehmer  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 7 November 2015)    

Author, blogger and cancer research advocate Tami Boehmer nee Greenfield, age 52, of Dillonvale, made her spiritual transitio n 

on Wednesday, Nov. 4, 2015, after living with cancer for more than 13 years. She is survived by her husband Mike, daughter 

Chrissy of Dillonvale, brother Doug of Santa Cruz, CA, as well as loving in - laws, aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and cousins. Her 

parents and a brother preceded her in the transition. Tami helped countless cancer survivors, their families and others with her 

message of hope. Her books, From Incurable to Incredible: Cancer Survivors Who Beat the Odds and Miracle Survivors: Beating 

the Odds of Incurable Cancer and her blog Miracle Survivors have inspired readers around the globe. Tami served as an 

advocate for meta static breast cancer  research, traveling across the country to speak and lobb y with national leaders. She 

lived with the disease for more than seven years, prompting her oncologist to call her the most proactive patient he had ever  

had.  Tami also helped many through her volunteer work with organizations such as Pink Ribbon Girls. She loved being a parent 

and a wife, socializing with family and friends, taking walks in nature, traveling, swimming and listening to a wide range of  music, 

especially from the 1980s. Tami was a long -time member of New Thought Unity Center and gained grea t spiritual strength 

through active participation in 12 -step groups. A graduate of Ohio University, she worked in healthcare public relations for a 

number of years. A celebration of life will be Nov. 15 at New Thought Unity Center in East Walnut Hills. Mem orial contributions 

may be directed to Pink Ribbon Girls, New Thought Unity Center, Camp Kesem, or a cancer cause of your choice.  

 

BOEKE, Anselm F. Boeke  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 8 January 2011)   

The Rev. Anselm F. Boeke, age 92, of St. Charles Center, Carthagena, died Friday, Jan. 7, 2011, at St. Charles Center. He was 

born on Aug.25, 1918, in Cassella, to Joseph Boeke and Mary (Dahlinghaus) Boeke. He is survived by nieces and nephews. He was  

preceded in death by his parents ; brothers, the Rev. Aloysius Boeke, Linus Boeke, Edmund Boeke, the Rev. Leo Boeke, Victor 

Boeke and Clement Boeke; sisters, Sister Mary Euthalia Boeke, Sister Adele Boeke and Viola Hess. He attended St. Henry High 

School and entered St. Gregory Seminary a t age 15. After earning a bachelor's degree and completing four years of theology, 

he was ordained a priest in 1943. He served at the following parishes: St. Martin Parish in Cheviot, St. Anthony Parish in Da yton, 

St. Mary Parish in Piqua, Resurrection and  Sacred Heart Parishes in Dayton, Thomas Moore Parish in Withamville, St. Nicholas 

Parish in Osgood, Precious Blood Parish in Chickasaw, Holy Rosary Parish in St. Marys, Holy Trinity Parish in Coldwater, St. 

Lawrence Parish in Rhine and again at St. Marys Parish in Piqua. He served as chaplain of the Ohio State Council of Catholic 

Knights of America and as a conference master for the Sisters of Christian Charity and Sisters of the Precious Blood. He 

retired to the St. Charles Center in 2006. A Mass of Chris tian Burial will be Monday at St. Charles Center, Carthagena. Burial 

will follow in Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Cassella. Memorials may be directed to St. Mary Parish, Piqua.  

 

BOEKE, Gerald L. Boeke  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð December 28, 2012 ) 

Gerald L. Boeke, age 52, of 622 W. Greene St., Piqua, died Monday, Dec. 24, 2012, at his residence. He was born on Oct. 17, 

1960, in Hazard, KY, to the late Virgil and Edna (Paulus) Boeke. He was married to Sharon Lynn (Spencer) Boeke on May 24, 

1981, and she survives in Piqua. Also surviving is 1 son, Thomas (Amy) Boeke, of Piqua; 1 daughter, Danielle Boeke and her fi ance 

Josh Chaney, both of Piqua; 9 grandchildren; and 1 sister, Kar en (Rick) Westerbeck, of New Bremen. Graveside services will be 

Saturday at Beechwood Cemetery, Lockington. Adams Funeral Home, 1401 Fair Road, Sidney is in charge of the arrangements.  

 

BOERGER, Alfred A. Boerger  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Ma rys, Ohio ð 21 April 2008)    

Alfred A. "Curly" Boerger, age 94, formerly of 10755 Friemering Road, Fort Loramie, died Saturday, April 19, 2008, at Heritag e 

Manor Nursing Home in Minster. He was born October 29, 1913, in Fort Loramie, a son of Frank Boerge r and Emma (Ernst) 

Boerger and they preceded him in death. On May 3, 1947, he married Louise Hoying and she preceded him in death on Sept. 23, 

2003. He is survived by 4 children, David (Deborah) Boerger of Orchard Lake, MI, Ann (Woody) Joslin of Maplewood,  Lucy 

(LeRoy) Gaier of Fort Loramie, Luke (Beverly) Boerger of Russia; 8 grandchildren; 4 sisters brothers and a sister - in- law; 6 

great -grandchildren; and 1 step great -grandson. He was also preceded in death by three sisters; and three brothers. A Mass of 

Christian Burial will be Wednesday, at St. Michael Catholic Church. Burial will be at St. Michael Cemetery in Fort Loramie.  N. J. 

Hogenkamp Sons, Inc., 61 South Hanover St., Minster is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed to 

t he St. Michael Choir Chair Lift Fund.  

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/breast-cancer/?personid=176376159&affiliateID=3557


 

BOERGER, Eileen M. Boerger  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 12 June 2014)  

Eileen M. Boerger, age 88, of New Bremen, died Wednesday, June 11, 2014 at the Joint Township District Memorial Hospital in 

St. Marys. She was born on May 26, 1926, in Newport, the daughter of John and Mary (Moorman) Perin. On Nov. 25, 1948, she 

married Ralph Boerger who survives in New Bremen. Also surviving are her daughters Linda Fortkamp and Connie (Rick) 

Hoelscher both of New Bremen, her grandchildren Scott (Amy) Fortkamp of Cincinnati, Robb (Nicole) Fortkamp of Springboro, 

and Tina (Brandon) Jester of Newport; her greatgrandchildren Luke, Henry, Pete, Vince and Lucy Fortkamp; her brother Fr. 

Glen Perin of Carthagena, he r sister Rosalie DeLoye, of Yorkshire, and her in - laws Esther Perin of New Bremen, Vee Prefas of 

Fort Loramie, Clarisa Thieman of Minster, Mary Francis of Russia, Ruth Dabbelt of New Bremen, Irene Boerger of Fort Loramie, 

and Virginia Boerger of Minster. P receding her in death was her grandson Casey Hoelscher, son -in- law Ralph Fortkamp and her 

siblings Carl Perin, Marcel Perin, Virginia Forthofer and Paul Perin. Mrs. Boerger was an active member of the Church of the 

Holy Redeemer in New Bremen where she had  distributed communion to those homebound or in the hospital and had been 

chairwoman of the Funeral Lunch Committee of the church. She was a member of the American Legion Post 241 Auxiliary of 

New Bremen and had worked the Red Cross Blood Drives held at th e Legion Hall for a number of years. She was a graduate of 

the Russia High School. She enjoyed playing cards and was a member of numerous card clubs over the years. She also enjoyed 

raising African violet flowers, gardening and crocheting everything from a fghans to table doilies. She had been the office 

manager at the former Minster Farmers Co -op outside of New Bremen. Mass of Christian Burial will be Monday at the Church of 

the Holy Redeemer in New Bremen. Burial will follow in the German Protestant Cemete ry, New Bremen. Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral 

Home in New Bremen is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions can be directed to the Casey Hoelscher Memorial 

Scholarship Fund c/o the New Bremen Education Foundation, 435 S. Washington St., New Bremen.  

 

BOERGER, Herbert J. Boerger  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð November 5, 2012 )  

Herbert òHerbó J. Boerger, age 100, of McCartyville, died Friday, Nov. 2, 2012, at Elmwood of New Bremen. He was born on 

June 5, 1912, in Fort Loramie, to F rank and Emma (Ernst) Boerger, and they preceded him in death. On Feb. 4, 1941, in Minster, 

he married Alma Schmiesing, and she preceded him in death on Aug. 2, 2001. He is survived by his children, Carol (John) Buckl ew 

of Dayton, Velma Matuszewski of Colu mbus, Grace (Bob) Burke of North Fort Myers, FL, Michael (Patricia) Boerger of Sidney 

and Denise (Kevin) Greve of Evergreen, CO; 12 grandchildren; 15 great -grandchildren; 4 siblings; 3 sisters - in- law; and 2 

brothers - in- law. He was preceded in death by a so n-in- law; five brothers; four sisters. A Mass of Christian burial will be Friday 

at Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Church in McCartyville. Burial will take place in Sacred Heart Cemetery. Donations may be 

made to Sacred Heart of Jesus Debt Reduction.  

 

BOERGER, Ralph A. Boerger   

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 29 December 2014)  

Ralph A. Boerger, age 95, of New Bremen, died Friday, Dec. 26, 2014, at the Elmwood Assisted Living of New Bremen. He was 

born on March 5, 1919, in Fort Loramie. He was the son of Frank and Emma (Ernst) Boerger. On Nov. 25, 1948, in St. Peter and 

Paul Catholic Church in Newport, he married Eileen M. Perin who  died on June 11, 2014. Survivors include his daughters Linda 

Fortkamp and Connie and Rick Hoelscher, both of New Bremen, his grandchildren Scott and Amy Fortkamp of Cincinnati, Robb 

and Nichole Fortkamp of Springboro and Tina and Brandon Jester of Newport . He is also survived by his great -grandchildren 

Luke, Henry, Pete, Vince and Lucy Fortkamp and his sisters Clarissa Thieman of Minster, Mary Frances of Russia and Ruth 

Dabbelt of New Bremen. Preceding him in death was his grandson Casey Hoelscher, son -in- law Ralph Fortkamp, his brothers Leo, 

Alfred, Clarence, Frank, Robert and Herbert Boerger and his sisters Alma Feldman, Catherine Boerger, Juliana Wagner and 

Dorothy Wolf. Mr. Boerger was a member of the Church of the Holy Redeemer in New Bremen where he h ad been an adult Mass 

server for over 27 years, helping with regular weekday and funeral Masses. He was a member of the church's former Men's 

Society. Ralph was involved with the purchase and construction of the present day church and received the honorary  shovel at 

the ground breaking from the New Bremen Mayor for his work and dedication to the church. He served as the secretary for the 

Holy Redeemer Church's first Pastoral Council. He was a member of the F.O.E. 1391 of Minster and was a Life Member of the  

American Legion Post 241 of New Bremen. Mr. Boerger proudly served as a Staff Sargent in the United States Army during 

World War II. He was a medic with the 45 Infantry Division in the European Theater, serving on the front lines for 511 days 

for which he  was highly decorated, including the Silver Star and the Bronze Star. He enjoyed gardening, many times giving away 

his abundance of produce to neighbors and friends and he was an avid fisherman. His portrayal of Santa Claus for more than 50  

years touched t he lives of numerous children of all ages. Ralph retired from the Minster Supply Co. in 1983 and had also been 

involved in farming, raising chickens and milking cows for a number of years. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Wednesday at  

the Church of the H oly Redeemer in New Bremen. Burial will follow at the German Protestant Cemetery in New Bremen. Gilberg -

Hartwig Funeral Home handled the arrangements. Memorial contributions can be made to the Casey Hoelscher Memorial 

Scholarship Fund within the New Bremen  Education Foundation or to the charity of the donor's choice.  

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/1528A3A0682F5E68-1528A3A0682F5E68%3F


 

BOERGER, Robert J. Boerger  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 18 June 2009)    

Robert J. "Bob" Boerger, age 85, of Friemering Road, Fort Loramie, died of natural causes at his lifetime residence on Tuesday, 

June 16, 2009. He was born on Dec. 26, 1923, also at the home place, a son to the late Frank H. and Emma C. (Ernst) Boerger. On 

March 5, 1974, at Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Newport, he married Carolyn A. (Meyer) Boerge r who preceded him in death on 

July 31, 2002. He is survived by six siblings and their spouses: Dorothy Wolf of Minster, Herbert Boerger of McCartyville, 

Ralph (Eileen) Boerger of New Bremen, Clarissa Thieman of Minster, Mary Francis of Russia, Ruth (Marti n) Dabbelt of New 

Bremen; two sisters - in- law: Virginia Boerger of Minster and Irene Boerger of Fort Loramie as well as numerous nieces and 

nephews. He was preceded in death by both parents; his wife; seven siblings and their spouses: Alma (Henry) Feldman, Leo 

(Rosella) Boerger, Alfred (Louise) Boerger, Boerger Clarence Boerger, Catherine Boerger, Juliana (Russell) Wagner, Frank 

Boerger II and four brothers and sisters - in-law: Albert Wolf, Alma Boerger, Roger Thieman and Leo Francis. Mr. Boerger was a 

U. S. Army Veteran of World War II. He attended St. Michael Catholic Church and had been a member of the Shelby County 

Farm Bureau, the Shelby County Coon Hunters Association, and was a Life Member of the Fort Loramie American Legion Post 

355. Bob retired from f arming in 1985. For several years he had also assisted at the Vernon Siegel family farm. Bob was an avid 

hunter and fisherman. He also enjoyed visiting at Ernst Service Center where he would often share technical advice. A Mass of  

Christian Burial will be Saturday, at the St. Michael Church in Fort Loramie. Gehret Funeral Home is handling the arrangements. 

Interment will follow at St. Michael's Cemetery with full military honors by the American Legion. Memorials may be made to 

charities of the donor's choic e. 

 

BOERGER, Virginia C. Buehler Boerger  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 17 August 2015)    

Virginia C. "Ginny" (Buehler) Boerger, 94, of Minster, died Saturday, Aug. 15, 2015, at Elmwood Assisted Living, New Bremen. 

She was born on Dec. 1, 1920, in McCartyville to the late Raymond W. and Dorothea C. (Meyer) Buehler. She married Clarence R. 

"Pete" Boerger on July 3, 1945, at Sacred Heart Church McCartyville. He preceded her in death on Dec. 26, 1995. She is 

survived by her children: A lan (Janet) Boerger of Troy; James (Diane) Boerger of Westlake; Marcia (David) Gutridge of Long 

Boat Key, FL; Sheila (Jerold) Barhorst of Russia; Teresa (Mark) Poeppelman of Springboro; Gerard (Jill) Boerger of Coppell, T X; 

Kenneth (Andrea) Boerger of Maum ee and Pamela (Anthony) Seger of Liberty Township; 16 grandchildren: Stephanie (Chris) 

Coffield; Erika (Scott) Daniel; Sarah (Brad) Smith; Tricia Boerger and Debi Dorfsman; Kara (Angel) Lozada; Todd (April) 

Boerger; Libby (Stuart) Carlton; Ryan Barhorst; D ana (Jamie) Magoto; Drew Barhorst; Corri (James) Hamilton; Allyson 

Poeppelman; Matt (Beth) Poeppelman; Zach Boerger; Justin (Jill) Seger; and Emilee Seger; by 2 step -grandchildren Jennifer 

(Adam) Zochowksi, and Joyce (Luther) Peters; by 18 great -grandchild ren and four step -great -grandchildren. She is also 

survived by a brother John L. Buehler of Dayton; a sister Joan L. (Mark) Krabbe of Hamilton; a sister - in-law Dorothy Buehler of 

McCartyville; by her in - laws Clarrisa Thieman of Minster, Mary Francis of Rus sia, Ruth Dabbelt of New Bremen, and Irene 

Boerger of Fort Loramie. She was preceded in death by son -in- law, Keith Rarick; by her brothers Raymond Buehler, Orville 

Buehler, Roman Buehler and Leo Buehler; by her in - laws Mary Buehler, Alma and Henry Feldman,  Leo and Sally Boerger, Albert 

and Dorothy Wolf, Herb and Alma Boerger, Alfred and Louise Boerger, Catherine Boerger, Ralph and Eileen Boerger, Juliana and 

Russ Wagner, Roger Thieman, Robert and Caroline Boerger, Frank Boerger, Leo Francis and Martin Dabbe lt. She was a 1937 

graduate of Minster High School, a 1975 graduate of Wright State University with a bachelor of science in education, and a 

1979 graduate of Wright State University with a master's in education. She was a teacher at Minster Local Schools.  She was a 

member of St. Augustine Catholic Church where she was a lector. She was a life member of the American Legion Auxiliary 

Minster Post 387, Ohio Retired Teachers Association, Auglaize County Retired Teachers Association and Notre Dame 

Tabernacle So ciety. She was a member of the Catholic Ladies of Columbia Unit 211, Precious Blood Companions, Homebound 

Ministry, Minster Athletic Boosters, Minster Academic Boosters, Minster Historical Society, Wright State Alumni Association 

and past secretary Minster  High School Scholarship Board. Mass of Christian Burial will be Thursday at St. Augustine Catholic 

Church.  Burial will take place following the service at St. Augustine Cemetery, Minster.   Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster is 

handling the arrangements.  Memorial donations may be made to the Clarence and Virginia Boerger Family Scholarship Fund 

through the Minster High School Scholarship Fund.  

 

BOGART, Darel Miller Bogart  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio) 

Darel Miller Bogart, age 91, of Celina, passed away at Community Hospital in Coldwater on July 23, 2013. He was born on June 

12, 1922. Private services will be held for friends and family.  

 

BOGART, Lois I. Bogart  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð December 26, 2012 ) 



Lois I. Bogart, age 90, of Wapakoneta, died Sunday, Dec. 23, 2012, at  Auglaize Acres.  She was born on Jan. 27, 1922, in 

Wapakoneta, the daughter of Ray and Emma (Knoch) Harshbarger,  who preceded her in death.  On June 9, 1946, she married 

Robert R. òBobó Bogart, and he survives. Other survivors include 3 children, Susan Miller, of Wapakoneta, Douglas (Koi) Bogart, 

of Miamisburg and Timothy (Jeanne) Bogart, of Myrtle Beach, SC; 7 gran dchildren;14 great -grandchildren; 7 great -great -

grandchildren, and 1 sister. She was preceded in death by a son -in- law, Thomas G. Miller; a great -granddaughter; three 

brothers; and a sister. Funeral services will be Friday at First English Lutheran Church,  Wapakoneta.  Burial will be at a later 

date in the Greenlawn Cemetery, Wapakoneta.  Bayliff and Eley Funeral Home, Ohio 501, Wapakoneta is in charge of the 

arrangements.  Memorial contributions may be directed to First English Lutheran Church or Auglaize Acres Activity Fund.   

 

BOGGS, Eunice P. Boggs  

(Abstracted from Schlosser Funeral Home, Wapakoneta, Ohio, 5 August 2012)  

Eunice P. òPollyó Boggs, age 79, of Wapakoneta died August 5, 2012 at Auglaize Acres. She was born May 4, 1933 in Zanesfield, 

OH to Clifford R. & Laura M. (LaVan) Chamberlain who preceded her in death.  On August 27, 1951 she married Vernon D. Boggs 

and he survives in Wapakoneta. Survivors also include one son Vernon E. (Linda) Boggs of Van Wert, OH, 2 daughters Leona 

Tippie and Julie (Roy) Long both of Wapakoneta, 8 grandchildren, 11 great -grandchildren, 4 brothers and 4 sisters. She was 

preceded in death by a son Glenn Boggs, 2 sisters and 1 brother. She attended Zanesfield School in Zanesfield, OH. She 

enjoyed reading and doing cross word puzzles.  She loved all kinds of flowers and birds, especially hummingbirds.  She also 

enjoyed spending time with her family.  Funeral services are scheduled to be Friday August 10, 2012 at Schlosser Funeral Home 

& Cremation Services, Wapakoneta. Buria l will follow at Greenlawn Cemetery, Wapakoneta. Memorial contributions may be 

directed to the donorõs choice. 

 

BOGLE, Lester Bogle  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 19 January 2011)   

Lester "Bud" Bogle, age 80, of Celina, died Tuesda y, Jan. 18, 2011, at 2001 Barnbury Ct., Celina, at the home of a good friend. He 

was born on April 9, 1930, in Harrison County, PA, the son of Lester and Florence Bogle, and they preceded him in death. On 

Nov. 2, 1951, he married Marilyn Hole, and she prec eded him in death on Oct, 18, 2009. He is survived by his son, Jerry (Emily) 

Markle of San Jose, CA; two granddaughters and his sister. He was also preceded in death by his son, Michael Bogle; his infan t 

daughter and his brother. Funeral services will be S aturday at Cisco Funeral Home, Celina. Burial will be at Mercer Memory 

Gardens. Memorial contributions may be directed to State of the Heart Hospice.  

 

BOHMAN, Daniel F. Bohman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 7 December 2009)    

Daniel F. Bohman, age 75, of Minster, died Saturday, Dec. 5, 2009, at Heritage Manor Nursing Home in Minster. He was born 

July 31, 1934, in Minster, a son to the late Edward Bohman and the late Rose (Clune) Bohman. On June 30, 1962, he married 

Kathleen LeFevre in St. Joseph, she survives in Minster. He is also survived by his children, Lisa (Brad) Egbert of Kettering, 

Steve (Martha) Bohman of New Albany, Kurt (Sarah) Bohman of Powell; two brothers; two sisters; and 10 grandchildren. He was 

preceded in death by a n infant son, and three brothers - in- law. Arrangements are being handled by N. J. Hogenkamp Sons, Inc., 

61 S. Hanover Street in Minster. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at St. Augustine Catholic Church Thursday. Interment  

will be at St. Augustine Ce metery in Minster.  

 

BOHMAN, Donald E. Bohman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 22 December 2015)    

Donald E. Bohman, age 86, of Minster, died Saturday, Dec. 19, 2015, at Heritage Manor in Minster. He was born on Sept. 23, 

1929, in Min ster to the late Edward and Rose (Clune) Bohman. On June 3, 1953, he married Anna (Kelch) who survives in Minster. 

He is also survived by 3 children, Linda (Dick) Moorman of White Plains, GA, Tom (Melissa) Bohman of Woodstock, GA, and Beth 

(Eric) Brandawie  of Ft. Loramie; by his grandchildren Josh Moorman, Amanda and Tommy Ryan, Jed and Jessica Bohman, Scott 

Bohman and Shelby Bohman; by his great -grandchildren Cole, Reed and Brooks Ryan, and Kyran Bohman; by his siblings Connie 

Dunson Lewis of Sidney and Ji m and Linda Bohman of Centerville; by his in - laws Kathy Bohman of Minster, Paul and Shirley Kelch 

of New Weston, Charlene and Charles Steinaman of Minster, Marilyn and Gilbert Heitkamp of Tipp City and Julius Hierholzer of 

St. Henry. He was preceded in dea th by children, Robert Bohman and Kelly Bohman, siblings Eileen and Tony Winner and Dan 

Bohman, parents- in- law Bob and Helen Kelch and in- laws Valbert and Betty Henry Kelch -Hierholzer, Sam Dunson, and Carroll 

Lewis. He retired from Minster Machine after 44  ½ years and was a member of the 25 year club there and continued working 

for the village of Minster. He served in the U.S. Army during World War II  in Company A, 720th  Military Police. He was a life 

member of the Minster VFW and American Legion Posts, was a member and past president of Minster FOE 1391. He was a 

founding member of the Minster Rescue Squad, he served as deputy director of Auglaize County EMA as an amateur radio 

operator and also  served for 12 years on the Minster Village Council and former president of the council. He was a graduate of 

Minster High School, a member of the Minster Athletic Boosters and the St. Augustine Orphan Society. Don also worked as an 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=176989121&affiliateID=3557
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/vfw/?personid=176989121&affiliateID=3557


umpire and referee for local baseball, basketball and softball games. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster is handling the 

arrangements. A prayer service will be Sunday and a private graveside service will be held at a later date. Memorials may be 

made to the Minster Rescue Squad or the Grand Lake Hospice.  

 

BOHMAN, Lorys O. Bohman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 14 October 2014)  

Lorys O. Bohman, age 69, of Osgood, died Monday, Oct. 13, 2014, at Versailles Health Care Center. He was born on April 24, 

1945, in Osgood, to the late Maurice and Olivia (Evers) Bohman. He married Barbara Grilliot on Aug. 5, 1967, in Versailles. She 

survives in Osgood. He is also survived by children, Donald and Janet Bohman of Versailles, Brenda and David Kriner of Osgood , 

John and J anice Bohman of Yorkshire, nine grandchildren and five brothers. He was a veteran of the U.S. Army, having served 

during the Vietnam War. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Friday at St. Nicholas Catholic Church, Osgood. Burial with full 

military honors by  the Osgood Firing Squad will take place in St. Martin Cemetery, Osgood. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster 

handled the arrangements.  

 

BOHMAN, Lynne Ann Bohman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 10 June 2016)    

Lynne Ann Bohman, age 60, of Dayton, unexpectedly passed away on Wednesday, June 8, 2016. She is survived by her husband 

Carl Randall Waller; her mother Norene Fleagle; her sons Josh (Alison) Bohman and Coby Bohman; her stepchildren Amber 

Crossman, Amanda and Austin Waller; her si ster Susan (Rich) Dittes; her brothers Kurt (Warren) Fleagle, Jim (Karen) Fleagle, 

and Dave Fleagle; her grandchildren Sawyer Bohman and Lincoln Crossman; her nephews Andrew and Nick Dittes; and her 

mother - in- law Susan (Dick) Stall. She was preceded in dea th by her father LaMar Fleagle, DDS. Lynne was loved by her Aspen 

Dental coworkers and patients. She adored the color blue and brought a smile to everyone she knew. She was a proud 

grandmother who loved and cared for her family and friends dearly. Tobias F uneral Home, Belmont Chapel is handling the 

arrangements.  

 

BOISE, Helen Louise Boise  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 18 May 2015)    

Helen Louise Boise, age 92, of Riley Street in Celina, died Sunday, May 17, 2015, at the Celina Man or Nursing Home in Celina. 

She was born on Aug. 2, 1922, in Van Wert to the late E.D. and Minnie (Purdy) Woodruff. On Oct. 30, 1946, she married Olen V.  

Boise, who died on Aug. 29, 1995. Survivors include her children: David (Marlene) Boise of Wapakoneta; Linda Ellinger of 

Columbus; Terry (Melanie) Boise of Canal Winchester and 7 grandchildren. She was preceded in death by four brothers and 

sisters - in-law, two sisters and brothers - in- law and four grandchildren. Funeral services will be Wednesday at the Lehm an-

Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in Swamp College Cemetery in Celina. Memorial contributions may be made t o 

the Cancer Association of Mercer County, P.O. Box 624 Celina, OH, 45822.  

 

BOISE, Ursula M. Boise  

(Abstracted from information  from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Ursula M. Boise, age 93, died at her residence in West Liberty, OH on Friday, January 20, 2012. Born October 19, 1918 in 

Dayton, the daughter of the late Jesse C. & Lura E. (Mo ore) Poor. Ursula married Dr. John F. Boise, DDS on October 19, 1941 

and he preceded her in death on July 16, 1997.  Surviving are 2 sons: Rex Owen Boise of West Liberty and Bruce Allen Boise of  

Key West, FL, 3 grandchildren: Eric Boise, Michelle Boise and  Meredith Doughty, a great -granddaughter: Aaliyah Doughty, her 

sister: Mary (John) Bates of Shaker Heights, OH and her brother, Col. Allen (Jean) Poor, USAF (Retired) of Fountain Hills, AZ . 

A brother and sister - in-law: William & Jean Poor, preceded her in death. Other Family Members include Nieces & Nephews: 

Allen Poor Jr.(deceased), Cindy (Thomas) Gamble, Nancy (Kenneth) Dorenkott, Gay (Joseph) Bisheimer, Susan Smith and LeAnn 

Poor, Cousins: Marguerite White, John Keoppel, Mary Catherine VonGries and Allen  Gale, Paul, Chester, Wayne, Murle and Gene 

Green (All Deceased) and Martha Kennerdell, Kenneth Barker and Joy Keoppel. Ursula received her Bachelor's Degree in 

Education from Bowling Green State University. After graduation, she taught in a one room schoo l house in rural Mercer County, 

then at the Scioto Trails Elementary School in Columbus while her husband attended dental school. She had an avid interest in  

genealogy, geology and antiques. She was an excellent cook and baker. Services will be Wednesday, January 25th at the Funeral 

Home with burial at Swamp College Cemetery, Celina. Please remember Ursula with flowers, if desired.  

 

BOLES, Harriet Delores Boles  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Harriet Delores Boles, 94, of Phoenix, AZ, died Wednesday, October 31, 2007, in Phoenix.  She was born January 31, 1913, in 

Chicago, to John and Salomea Bawoleck. She married Harry S. Boles and he preceded her in death. She is survived by a son 

Benjamin (Carol) Boles of Phoenix; a daughter, Deborah Bryan of West Chester, PA; a brother, Edward Bawoleck of Mesa, AZ; 7 



grandchildren; 2 great -grandchildren; and 1 great -grandchild.  She was preceded in death by 8 siblin gs, her husband and 

parents.  Harriet was a homemaker and remembered for her delicious cooking. She had enjoyed swimming, diving, dancing and 

volunteering at St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church and Paradise Valley Hospital.  In her last seven years, she was lo vingly cared for 

by Stanna Olari and her family in their licensed home. Harrietõs family is eternally grateful to the Olariõs for taking such 

wonderful care of Grandma. Mass of Christian Burial will be held Monday, November 5, 2007 at St. Paul's Catholic C hurch, 330 

West Coral Gables Drive, Phoenix, AZ.   Burial will follow at Holy Redeemer Catholic Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial 

contributions may be directed to the Child Crisis Center, East Valley, PO Box 4114, Mesa, AZ, 85211, telephone 480 -969 -

230 8. Services by Miller Funeral Homes, St. Marys, OH and Messinger Mortuaries, of Phoenix, AZ.  

 

BOLEY, Jeff Boley  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð January 15, 2015 )    

Jeff Boley, 56, of Nashville, IN, passed away Monday, Jan. 12, 2015,  in his home surrounded by love. He had been battling 

leptomeningeal melanoma for the past year. Jeff was happily married for 30 years to Rhea Ellen Boley. Together they have two 

children, Casey Boley, 29 and Lacey Boley, 26. Jeff loved spending time in th e company of his family and friends while boating, 

traveling abroad, sightseeing and watching football. Jeff was originally from St. Marys and graduated 1976 from Memorial High  

School. He then attended Butler University in Indianapolis, where he met his lo ving wife Rhea Ellen; they are both graduates of 

Butler pharmacy. Jeff began his career at Labrico's Pharmacy in Broad Ripple, IN, he then became part owner of Albany Rexall 

Drugs in Albany, IN, before moving to Brown County in 1986. Jeff was a well -known pharmacist at the local Nashville, IN, CVS 

for 28 years. He was an inspiring mentor to countless adolescents while pursuing his passion of coaching junior high wrestlin g 

and football for the Brown County School system for 10 years. Jeff was an integral par t of the community as he was a 

prominent member of Nashville United Methodist Church, a chairman for the Brown County Board of Health and active board 

member for Brown County's soup kitchen, Mother's Cupboard. Jeff was deeply committed in the fundraising p rocess of building 

the much -needed new home for the soup kitchen. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Project Helping Hands so that we 

may finish what Jeff so dearly wanted to see through. Please make checks payable to Brown County Community Found ation and 

mark in the memo line "Jeff Boley -Helping Hands." These should be sent to Brown County Community Foundation, P.O. Box 191, 

Nashville, IN 47448. Jeff is survived by his wife, Rhea Ellen (Miller) Boley of Bowling Green, KY, his son Casey Boley (Lea h 

Hervey), his daughter Lacey Boley, his mother Joan Boley, his sister Deborah Webster and his brothers, Dennis Boley and 

Michael Boley. Preceding him in death was his father, James C. Boley. In celebration of Jeff's life, there will be a funeral 

service M onday at Nashville United Methodist Church and there will be a graveside service following the funeral at Greenlawn 

Cemetery in Nashville, IN. All are encouraged to bring copies of favorite picture of Jeff to the church to be used in a memor y 

display. Jeff  would not want us to worry about him, he would say "I'm just peachy up here water skiing in Heaven."  

 

BOLEY, Michael S. Boley  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Former Mendon reside nt, Michael S. Boley, age 68, passed away on Monday, February 27, 2012 at Centennial Hospital in Ashland 

City, TN. Born on September 6, 1943 in Piqua, OH he was the son of Grace (Shane) Boley, who survives in Celina and the late 

Roger M. Boley.  Mike marri ed Cheryl Adams on April 29, 1967 and she survives in Corinth, MS. Also surviving are a daughter and 

son-in- law, Julie (George) Huttick; 1 grandson, George Michael Huttick of Clarksville, TN; a brother - in- law and sister - in-law, 

Denny (Deb) Adams of Mendon.  After attending school in Celina and then Coldwater, Mike received a Bachelor's Degree from 

Wright State University and a Master's Degree from Indiana University. He worked as an engineer for 23 years at Goodyear in 

St. Marys. He later retired from Genera l Motors, where he had worked in plants in Atlanta and Ft. Wayne. Mike was a member 

of The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War - Fort Donelson Camp #62 and a member of the Sons of Veterans Reserve. He 

was a member of the Mendon -Union School Board for 8  years, and also had served as President. Funeral services will be held on 

Sunday, March 4, 2012 at Mendon United Methodist Church. A Celebration of Life Dinner followed in the Fellowship Hall of the 

Church.  Donations in memory of Mike may be made to the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society or to the American Red Cross.  

 

BOLLENBACHER, Donald L. Bollenbacher  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 20 December 2016)    

Donald L. Bollenbacher, age 87, of Rockford, died Sunday, Dec. 18, 2016, at the In -Patient Hospice Center in Van Wert. Don was 

born on April 17, 1929, in New Corydon, IN, the son of Victor and Martha (Fahncke) Bollenbacher. Don graduated from Rockford 

High School in 1947, and on June 18, 1950, he married F. Eileen Luth, who survives in Rockford. Surviving in addition to his wife,  

Eileen, are 3 daughters and 1 son: Charlene (David) Stephenson of Rockford; Joyce (Douglas) Laukhuf of Haviland; Diane (Grady ) 

Shaner of St. Marys; and David (Vicki) Bollenbacher of Rockford; 9 grandchildren: Bryan (Kathy Thorpe) Stephenson of 

Rockford; John (Kelly) Stephenson of Rockford; Amy (Billy) Heilshorn of Fort Wayne, IN; Trent (Casey) Laukhuf of Van Wert; 

Scott (Erin) Laukh uf of Haviland; Grant (Stephanie) Shaner of St. Marys; Marcy (Vince) Stanger of Noblesville, IN; Derik 

(Kayla) Bollenbacher of Rockford; and Devin (Gena) Bollenbacher of Rockford, 20 great -grandchildren; 2 brothers: Jerome 

Bollenbacher of Rockford and Clif ford (Laurabel) Bollenbacher of Marion; 1 sister - in- law: Ruby Bollenbacher of Celina. Deceased 



is a brother, Lloyd Bollenbacher, a sister Jane and her husband Vernon Luginbill and a sister - in- law Ruth Bollenbacher. Don was a 

life - long farmer, and lived the  majority of his life in the area. For 35 years he was a co -owner of Bollenbacher Drainage of 

Rockford. Don was a member of St. Paul's United Church of Christ, Rockford, and was an active member of the men's fellowship 

and served on the Consistory at the c hurch. He also was a member of Shanes Lodge 377 F & AM in Rockford, and he and Eileen 

spent many enjoyable years square dancing with the Tri -Squares Dance Club in St. Marys; they also danced with the Pioneer 

Squares in Rockford. He enjoyed working with Tom  Robbins at local auctions. He and Eileen had also been members of the 

Mercer County Farm Bureau. Don was a devoted family man, and perhaps his greatest joy was spending time with his nine 

grandchildren and 20 great -grandchildren. Funeral services for Don will be Wednesday at St. Paul's United Church of Christ on 

Oregon Road, outside of Rockford. Burial will follow at the church cemetery. Ketcham -Ripley Funeral Home in Rockford handled 

the arrangements. Memorials may be directed to the Community Health Prof essionals of Van Wert, or to St. Paul's United 

Church of Christ.  

 

BOLLENBACHER, Esta E. Bollenbacher  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 28 October 2008)    

Esta E. Bollenbacher, age 92, 9866 Ohio 49, Rockford, died Monday, Oct. 27, 200 8, at the Laurels of Shane Hill, Rockford, of 

natural causes. She was born Feb. 9, 1916, in Liberty Township, a daughter of Edward Wendel and Anna Linn, and they preceded 

her in death. On April 23, 1938, she married Herbert Bollenbacher, and he preceded he r in death April 15, 1995. She is survived 

by a son, Paul Bollenbacher of Rockford; four grandchildren; a step -grandchild; and five great -great -grandchildren. She was also 

preceded in death by a three brothers; a sister; and a daughter - in- law. Funeral serv ices will be Friday, at St. Paul United Church 

of Christ, Rockford. Burial will follow in the St. Paul United Church of Christ Cemetery. Cisco Funeral Home, Celina is handl ing 

the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed to the church.  

 

BOLLENBACHER, F. Eileen Bollenbacher  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 28 July 2017)         

F. Eileen Bollenbacher, age 87, of Rockford, passed away Wednesday, July 26, 2017, at Coldwater Hospital.  She was born on 

Aug. 19, 1929, in Mercer Co unty to George and Hulda (Roediger) Luth, both of whom preceded her in death.  On June 18, 1950, 

she married Donald Bollenbacher, who passed away on Dec. 18, 2016.  She is survived by her four children and their spouses, 

Charlene (David) Stephenson, Rockford , Joyce (Douglas) Laukhuf, Haviland, Diane (Grady) Shaner, St. Marys, and David (Vicki) 

Bollenbacher, Rockford; nine grandchildren and their spouses, Bryan Stephenson, Rockford, John (Kelly) Stephenson, Rockford, 

Amy (Billy) Heilshorn, Fort Wayne, IN, Tren t Laukhuf, Van Wert, Scott (Erin) Laukhuf, Haviland, Grant (Stephanie) Shaner, St. 

Marys, Marcy (Vince) Stranger, Noblesville, IN, Derik (Kayla) Bollenbacher, Rockford, and Devin (Gena) Bollenbacher, Rockford ; 

21 great -grandchildren; a brother, Harold (Vid a) Luth, Moline, IL; sister, Janice (Jim) Christophel, Flower Mound, TX; brothers -

in- law, Jerome Bollenbacher, Rockford, and Clifford (Laurabel) Bollenbacher, Marion; and a sister - in-law, Ruby Bollenbacher, 

Celina. Eileen was preceded in death by three sis ters, Helen, Alice and Grace Luth; in - laws, Victor and Martha Bollenbacher, 

Ruth Bollenbacher, Lloyd Bollenbacher and Vernon and Jane Luginbill.  She was a 1947 graduate of Celina High School.  Eileen was 

a homemaker, an avid gardener and helped her husband farm for many years.  Eileen was a member of St. Paul's United Church 

of Christ, Rockford, active in the women's fellowship, Bible study and had taught Sunday school for a number of years.  She was 

also a member of the choir and past children's choir directo r. Eileen had been a member of the Rockford Flower Club, Tri -

Squares Square Dance Club and Pioneer Squares Square Dance Club. Her greatest joy was spending time with her nine 

grandchildren and 21 great -grandchildren. Funeral Services will be Monday at St. Paul's United Church of Christ, Rockford. 

Burial will follow at St. Paul's United Church of Christ Cemetery in Rockford.  Memorial contributions can be made to St. Paul's 

United Church of Christ. Arrangements have been entrusted to Cisco Funeral Home, Celin a. 

  

BOLLENBACHER, Joan Mary Bollenbacher  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 5 October 2017)         

Joan Mary Bollenbacher, age 84, of Celina, died Wednesday, Oct. 4, 2017, at the Miller Place in Celina.   She was born on July 6, 

1933, in New Bremen to the late Willis W. and Irene E. (Neuman) Moeller.   On Nov. 20, 1981, she married Ed Bollenbacher, and 

he preceded her in death on July 22, 2006.  Survivors include three sons, Brad (Patty) James, Toledo, Bruce (Mary) James, 

Celina, and Brian James, Wilmington; a stepson, Bruce Bollenbacher, Rockford; two stepdaughters, BethAnne (Gary) Eikenberry, 

Rockford, and Becky Jo (Bob) Shope, Rockford; a stepdaughter - in- law, Beverly (Dave) Kuck, New Bremen; grandsons, Joe 

James, Steve James, Gabe (Nico le) James and Roby James; a granddaughter, Leana James; a great -granddaughter, Rayna 

James; and many step-grandchildren and step -great -grandchildren. She was also preceded in death by a stepson, Barry 

Bollenbacher.  Joan was a 1951 graduate of Celina High S chool. She retired from the Mercer County Commissioners office in 

1999 after 30 years of service.  Joan was a member of the St. John Lutheran Church, Celina, Mercer County Planning 

Association and Mercer County Democratic Party.   Cisco Funeral Home, Celina is entrusted with the arrangements.  Funeral 

services will be Wednesday at St. John Lutheran Church, Celina. Burial will follow at North Grove Cemetery, Celina.   Memorial 

contributions may be directed to the St. John Builders, 1100 N. Main St., Celina.  



 

BOLLENBACHER, Larry D. Bollenbacher  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð November 12, 2012 )  

Larry D. Bollenbacher, age 70, of Celina, died on Saturday, Nov. 10, 2012, at his home. He was born on Feb. 11, 1942, in Sidn ey, 

to Ernest and Mable (Howell) Bollenbacher, and they preceded him in death. On April 18, 1998, he married Linda (Shearer), and 

she survives in Celina. He is also survived by five children, Deb Hileman of Rockford, Vicki (David) Bollenbacher of Rockford , 

Lisa (Kent) Marba ugh of Celina, Tessi Bollenbacher of Carmel, IN, and Chris Bollenbacher of Rockville, IN; 3 stepchildren, 

Michelle Fleck of Columbus, Stephanie (Jesse) Hardin of St. Marys and Jennifer (Jeffery) Oleski of Dublin; 7 grandchildren; 5  

stepgrandchildren; 8 gre at -grandchildren; 1 brother; and 2 sisters. He was preceded in death by his first wife, Constance 

(Poppe) Bollenbacher; a sister; a brother - in- law. Funeral services will be Wednesday at Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral 

Home, Celina. Burial will follow in Swamp College Cemetery in Celina. Memorials may be directed to State of the Heart Hospice.  

 

BOLLENBACHER, Linda Bollenbacher  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 17 May 2010)   

Linda Bollenbacher, age 54, of Celina, died Thursday, May 13,  2010, at the Celina Manor Nursing Home. She was born March 11, 

1956, in Celina, a daughter to Albert and Mary Marie (David) Bollenbacher. She is survived by her uncle; three first cousins and 

two second cousins. She was preceded in death by an aunt and a first cousin. Funeral services will be Tuesday at the Lehman -

Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in Buck Cemetery in Celina. Memorials may be directed to State 

of the Heart Home Health and Hospice.  

 

BOLLENBACHER, Marlin Bollenbach er  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 20 January 2009)    

Marlin "Jiggs" Bollenbacher, age 87, 8690 Burrville Road, Celina, died Monday, Jan. 19, 2009, at Laurels of Shane Hill, Rockf ord 

of natural causes. He was born on April 19, 1921,  in Rockford, a son of Edwin and Edna (Koeppel) Bollenbacher, and they 

preceded him in death. On July 28, 1945, he married Betty High, she survives. He is also survived by three sons, Daniel (Kath y) 

Bollenbacher of Minster, Charles (Pam) Bollenbacher of Ro ckford, David (Irene) Bollenbacher of St. Henry; a daughter, Karen 

(Richard) LeFave of Hayden Lake, ID; a brother; a sister; 10 grandchildren and five great -grandchildren. He was also preceded 

in death by two brothers and a sister. He was a U. S. Navy Worl d War II Veteran. Funeral services will be Thursday at Cisco 

Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in Riverside Cemetery, Rockford. Military rites will be conducted Thursday.  

 

BOLLENBACHER, Michael C. Bollenbacher  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 14 July 2009)    

Michael C. Bollenbacher, age 60, 871 Heitkamp Road, Minster, died Sunday, July 12, 2009, at his home of natural causes. He wa s 

born Feb. 12, 1949, in Celina, a son of Ferdinand and Mel ba (Smitley) Bollenbacher, and they both preceded him in death. On 

Sept. 16, 1972, in St. Johns Church in Maria Stein, he married Joan (Thobe) Bollenbacher of Minster. He is survived by his fi ve 

children, Kimberly (Brian) Prenger of Tipp City and Toby Boll enbacher, David Bollenbacher, Steve Bollenbacher and Mick 

Bollenbacher all four of Cincinnati; two grandchildren and two sisters. He served in the Marine Corps during the Vietnam War 

and he was a Purple Heart recipient. A Mass of Christian Burial will be T hursday, at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church. Burial 

will follow in the St. John Cemetery in Maria Stein. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster is handling the arrangements. Memorial  

contributions may be directed to Camper's Host Childrenõs Activity Fund at Lake Loramie State Campground and Wilson Hospice 

Care. 

 

BOLLENBACHER, Paul E. Bollenbacher  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 28 July 2016)           

Paul E. Bollenbacher, age 78, of rural Rockford (Chattanooga), passed away Thursday, July 28, 2016 at the Visiting Nurse & 

Hospice Home in Fort Wayne. Born July 21, 1938 in Chattanooga, he was the son of the late Herbert F. & Esta E. (Wendel) 

Bollenbacher. Paul married Mary Lee (Weitz) on Oct. 2, 1960 and she preceded him in death on June 21, 1996. Surviving are 

their four Children: Todd Bollenbacher of Chattanooga, Mike (Kathleen) Bollenbacher of Willshire, Mark Bollenbacher of 

Decatur, IN and Jill (Randy) Thomas of Celina, seven Grandc hildren: Joseph Bollenbacher, Joshua Bollenbacher, Caitlin Olsen, 

Michelle Thomas, Emily Bollenbacher, Isaac Myer and India Bollenbacher; ten great grandchildren; his brothers & sisters - in- law: 

Donald Weitz of Macon, GA; Jane Young of Dade City, FL; Judy ( Dave) Horne of Celina and Susan (Bob) Smalley of Rockford. He 

was preceded in death by a grandson, Jonathon Lee Thomas. A graduate of Willshire High School, Paul had worked for many 

years at the former International Harvester/Navistar Plant in Fort Wayne, then transferred to Springfield until his 

retirement. He was a member of St. Paul's United Church of Christ, Rockford, and had been a member of the Mercer County 

Harness Horseman's Association. An avid sports fan, Paul loved horse races, watching all types  of sports, fishing and hunting. 

Funeral Service at St. Paulõs United Church of Christ, Rockford, on Monday, August 1. Burial will follow at the Church Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, Memorial Contributions may be made to the Visiting Nurse & Hospice Home, 5 910 Homestead Rd., Ft. Wayne 



46814 or St. Paul's United Church of Christ, 1538 Oregon Rd., Rockford 45882. Arrangements are being handled by W.H. Dick 

& Sons-Hellwarth Funeral Home, Celina.  

 

BOLLENBACHER, William E. Bollenbacher  

(Abstracted from the Evenin g Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 16 February 2011)   

William E. Bollenbacher, age 92, of 201 Lincoln Drive, Celina, died Monday, Feb. 14, 2011, at Mercer County Community Hospita l 

in Coldwater. He was born on Nov.11, 1918, in Berne, IN, the son of Peter and Min a (Tinkham) Bollenbacher, and they preceded 

him in death. On Dec. 31, 1938, he married Mary Jane Luttman, and she preceded him in death on Oct. 13, 1987. He is survived 

by his daughter, Gloria (Kent) Schindler of Berne, IN; his daughter - in- law; five grandc hildren; seven great -grandchildren and 

three great -great -grandchildren. He was also preceded in death by his son, Jerry Bollenbacher; two brothers; three sisters; 

three brothers - in- law and two sisters - in-law. Funeral services will be Friday at the Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home, 

Celina. Burial will follow in Mercer Memory Gardens. Memorial contributions may be directed to the St. John Lutheran Church.  

 

BOLLINGER, William J. Bollinger  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 27 June 201 6)    

William J. "Bill" Bollinger, age 93, of Celina, passed away Wednesday, June 22, 2016, at Otterbein Retirement Home, St. 

Marys.   He was born on Jan. 4, 1923, in Altoona, PA, to the late William S. and Nellie B. (Ford) Bollinger. On June 28, 1952, he 

married Martha J. Koons and she survives in St. Marys.  He is also survived by a daughter, Cheryl (Jim) Stoner of Celina; by two 

sons Craig (Becky) Bollinger of Lima, and Robert (Debra) Bollinger of Plain City;  by a sister - in-law Sarah Bollinger of Michigan;  

by six grandchildren Jason, Sean, Adam, Amy, and Scott Bollinger, Sarah (Matt) Tucker, and three great -grandchildren Jacob 

Bollinger, Charlotte and Georgia Tucker.  He was preceded in death by a brother Gerald Bollinger. Bill was a 1943 graduate of 

Altoona  High School in Pennsylvania. He served his country in the Marine Corps during the World War II  era. He retired from 

Mersman-Sommers after 32 years, where he worked as a tool grinder.  He was a member of St. Paul's United Methodist Church, 

Celina, Celina FAM, and Scottish Rites.  He was a life member of Celina American Legion Post 210, Celina VFW Post 5713. He was 

also served as a Scout master and was a volunteer firefighter . He loved spending time with his family, camping, hiking and 

traveling.  Funeral services will be Tues day in the Cisco Funeral Home, Celina.  Burial will follow at Mercer Memory Gardens, 

Celina. The Celina American Legion Post 210 and Celina VFW Post 5713 will provide membership services at the funeral home and  

they will also provide military honors at the cemetery. Contributions can be made to St. Paul's United Methodist Church, Celina 

and/or Grand Lake Hospice, St. Marys.  

 

BOLTZ, Louis Charles Boltz  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Louis Charles Boltz , 89, formerly of 638 Southway Drive, St. Marys, OH died January 31, 2012 at The Gardens in Celina, Celina, 

OH. He was born February 9, 1922 in St.Marys, OH the son of Harry and Elizabeth (Moeller) Bol tz, Sr. On August 29, 1941 in 

Adrian, MI he married Millicent A. Chiles, who died September 2, 2002. He is survived by 2 daughters, Barbara (John) Mihm of 

St.Marys, OH; Beverly (Carl) Ward, of Piqua, OH; 10 grandchildren:   Lance Mihm; Jason Thomas; Jeffery  Thomas; Jerriot 

Thomas; Harold Joe Curry; Alane Ward; Heather Ward; LaShaunna NaCole (Boltz) Weisinger; Kristen (Boltz) Blouin; James 

Louis Boltz; 24 great -grandchildren; 2 sisters, Mary Ann (Don) Brotherwood, St.Marys, OH; Jane Boltz, of Coldwater, OH; a n 

adopted sister, Sue Lafleur of St. Marys, OH; 1 brother - in- law, Leo Chiles of Cridersville, OH; and 1 sister - in- law, Louise Boltz, 

of Cridersville, OH. He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife; son, Charles Boltz; son, Louis Q. Boltz; grandson, Shannon 

Mihm; brother, Harry òJohnnyó Boltz, Jr.; sister, Louise òAimó McDermitt; sister, Esther Boltz; sister, Jean Ackley; and 

brother, Bill Boltz. He was a machinist in the tool and die industry.   He attended Grace United Methodist Church, St.Marys, OH.  

He loved tinkering on automobiles, woodworking and aggravating his family. Funeral rites will be Friday, February 3, 2012 at 

Miller ð Long & Folk Funeral Home 314 W. High Street in St.Marys, OH.   Burial will follow at Elm Grove Cemetery, St.Marys, OH.  

   

BOLTZ, William E. Boltz  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

William E. Boltz, 84, a resident of Otterbein Saint Marys Retirement Community, Saint Marys, di ed Saturday, July 31, 2010, at 

Otterbein Saint Marys. He was born March 3, 1926, in Saint Marys, the son of Harry and Elizabeth (Miller) Boltz. He is surviv ed 

by his 10 children: Jerry (Sondra) Boltz of Monticello, FL; Ken (Rose) Cline of Saint Marys; Patr icia Miller of Stow, OH; Terri 

Revolt of Spencerville; Debbie (Robert) Smothers of Mendon; Linda Boltz; Kathy Boltz; Judy Boltz; Bill Boltz and Bruce Boltz 

(editorõs note: these five children request that their cities of residence not be listed in the obit, thus the omission. Thanks for 

your help with this issue.)  He is survived by 13 grandchildren and 19 great -grandchildren; by his siblings: Mary Ann Brotherwood 

of Saint Marys; Louis Boltz of Saint Marys; Jean Ackley of Saint Marys; and Jane Boltz of Celin a.  He was preceded in death by 

his parents; a son, Bruce Blackstock; a brother, Harry Boltz, Jr; two sisters, Esther Boltz and Louise McDermitt. Bill was a 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=180468538&affiliateID=3557
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/vfw/?personid=180468538&affiliateID=3557
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/firefighters/?personid=180468538&affiliateID=3557


veteran of the United States Navy, having served in the Asiatic -Pacific Theatre during WWII. He ret ired from the Saint 

Marys Municipal Power Plant. Bill was a member of the former Saint Marys Church of Christ. He was also a life -member of VFW 

Post 9289 in Saint Marys. He enjoyed riding his bike, doing all kinds of landscaping and gardening work, paintin g and shopping. 

Funeral rites will be Wednesday, August 4, 2010, at the Miller Funeral Home, 1605 Celina Road, Saint Marys, where VFW Post 

9289 will conduct military honors. Private family burial rites will be held at Elm Grove Cemetery. Memorial donations  may made 

to VFW Post 9289 Honor Guard.  

 

BOMHOLT, Douglas William Bomholt  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 13 February 

2017)           

Douglas William Bomholt, age 54, of Celina, passed away Monday, February 13, 2017 at his residence. Death was due to natural 

causes. Doug was affectionately known as "Boomer" and "Uncle Buck" to his friends and family. Doug was born on May 23, 1962 

in Celina, to Ralph & Mildred (Wendel) Bomholt, who  both preceded him in death. Four brothers & sisters survive: Frank (Sarah) 

Bomholt of Oxford, OH; Susan (Ralph) Weitzel of Celina; Peggy (Doug) Hennessey of Hamilton, MI; and Robert (Michelle) 

Bomholt of Franklin, TN.  Doug enjoyed spending time with his family, including eleven nieces & nephews: Andrew and Michael 

Bomholt, Elizabeth Walker, Ryan, Kevin and Keith Weitzel, Megan Hennessey, Caitlin Livengood, Heather Rock, Rachel Oates and 

Ross Bomholt, and five great -nieces & nephews: Lydia and Liam Walker,  Tony Rock, and Olivia and Annie Oates. A 1980 graduate 

of Celina High School, Doug was the fourth generation owner of Frank Bomholt & Sons, Inc. in St. Rose. He later worked at 

Denny's Door Sales in Celina, and as an agent for New York Life Insurance. Dou g was a member of Celina VFW Post #5713, 

Celina Eagles Aerie #1291, and was a former member and President of Celina Moose Lodge #1473. For 25 years, Doug coached 

Little League Football. Favorite pastimes were boating and kayaking. Doug loved the lake, and also his friends at the Westlake 

Village Condos and spending time by the pool. He had traveled extensively and never knew a stranger. Doug had the ability to go 

anywhere and make friends instantly. He will be deeply missed by all who knew him.  W.H. Dick &  Sons-Hellwarth Funeral Home 

in Celina is handling the arrangements. A Memorial Service will be Friday at the Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, the family  

requests Memorial Contributions in Doug's honor for Trigeminal Neuralgia Research at FPA, 408 W. Univ ersity Ave., Suite 402, 

Gainesville, FL 32601 or to SupportLiamWalker.org to assist his great nephew, who has Muscular Dystrophy.  

 

BOND- AWLS, Elizabeth Joy Bond - Awls 

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxvil le, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Elizabeth Joy Bond -Awls, stillborn daughter of Abigail Torsell and Darnell Bond -Awls, of Columbus, died Sept. 20, 2006, at Ohio 

State University Hospital, Columbus. Survivors are four grandparents, Anthony and  Connie Torsell, of St. Marys, and Michael 

and Joy Awls, of Toledo; and three great -grandparents, Michael Holly, of Toledo, Gwendolyn Shealey, of Columbus, and Nell 

Awls, of Toledo. Private family services will be held at Zion Lutheran Church, St. Marys. A rrangements are being handled by 

Miller Funeral Home, St. Marys.  

 

BONIFAS, Brian Lee Bonifas  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www .millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 31 July 2016)    

Brian Lee Bonifas, age 40, 118 Defiance Street, Saint Marys, died 1Sunday, July 31, 2016, at St. Ritaõs Medical Center, Lima. He 

was born December 13, 1975, in Saint Marys, the son of Roger and Cindy (Ellis) Bonifas. He is survived his father, Roger Bonifas, 

of Saint Marys; by his 2 children: Travis Bonifas of Saint Marys and Taylor Fogle of Saint Marys; and 2 siblings: Mike Bonifa s 

of Saint Marys and Mindy Schimpf of Saint Marys. Brian was preceded in death b y his mother, Cindy Bonifas. Brian had 

attended Saint Marys Memorial High School. He was employed at Parker -Hannifin Corporation for the past 20 years. He was an 

avid bowler and a huge fan of the Dallas Cowboys and Michigan Wolverines football teams. Mille r Funeral Home, 1605 Celina 

Road, Saint Marys is handling the arrangements. Private family funeral rites will be held.  

 

BONIFAS, Cindy L. Bonifas  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://ww w.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Cindy L. Bonifas, 58, of 917 Hager Street in St. Marys, OH died Friday September 27, 2013 at her residence. She was born 

September 13, 1955 in St. Marys, OH to Bevan and Laura (Chilcoat) Ellis. On June 6, 1975 in St. Marys, OH sh e married Roger L. 

Bonifas, who survives. She is also survived by 1 daughter, Mindy Schimpf -Sherer of Lima, OH; 2 sons, Brian Bonifas of St. 

Marys, OH; Michael Bonifas of Botkins, OH; 8 grandchildren; 1 brother, Bob "Julio" Ellis  of St. Marys, OH; and 3 si sters, Lori 

Moyar, Sandy Sadler, and Becky (Andy "Tate") Sell of St. Marys, OH. She was preceded in death by her  parents Bevan and 

Laura Ellis, and 2 brothers Thomas Ellis, and Dennis Ellis. A 1973 graduate of St. Marys Memorial High School, she also 

graduated from Ohio State Beauty Academy in Lima, OH and had obtained her manager's license. She worked as a beautician 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/


and provided child -care services in her home. She was a member and immediate past -president of Fraternal Order of Eagles 

Aerie #691 auxiliary  in Wapakoneta, OH. Her favorite pastimes included making crafts, collecting M&M's memorabilia and 

Dreamsicles angels figurines. Services are scheduled Tuesday October 1, 2013 at Miller Funeral Home 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 

703 West Chapel) in St. Marys.  

 

BONIFAS, Clifford F. Bonifas  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 10 September 2009)    

Clifford F. Bonifas, age 62, of rural St. Marys, died in his sleep Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2009, in his residence. He was born Ma y 1, 

1947, in Auglaize County, a son of Kenneth H. and Rita D. Wiechart Bonifas, who preceded him in death. On Sept. 24, 2005, he 

married Karen M. Betts, who survives. He is also survived by five children, Jeff (Tammy) Bonifas, Nathan (Tisha) Bonifas, 

Vincent Bonifas, Amy Martin, Mi chelle Daniels; a stepson, Jeremy Eickholt and a stepdaughter, Tiffany Eickholt; 17 

grandchildren; five great -grandchildren; three step -grandchildren; a sister, LaDonna (Melvin) Craft of Montezuma; three 

brothers, Carl (Janet) Bonifas of Spencerville, Howa rd John Bonifas of St. Henry, Ralph Edward (Amy) Bonifas of Coldwater. 

He was preceded in death by a grandson, Vincent Bonifas. He was employed at the St. Marys Foundry as a core maker for many 

years and was a graduate of the Memorial High School in St. Ma rys. He loved NASCAR racing with Jeff Gordon 24, his favorite 

driver. He enjoyed woodworking and formerly worked in fine home construction in Florida. Funeral services will be Saturday in  

the Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville.  

 

BONIFAS, Eddie Allen Bonifas  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 22 November 2008)    

Eddie Allen Bonifas, 59, 116 N. First St., Coldwater, died Thursday, Nov. 20, 2008, at his residence in Coldwater. He was bor n 

Dec. 18, 1948, in Celina, a son of Emmet and Doris (Pfoff) Bonifas and they preceded him in death. He is survived by a grandson, 

Jacob Coffman of Red Key, IN; three brothers and sisters - in- law; six sisters and brothers - in-law. He was also preceded in 

death by a son, Ronnie Smith. He served in t he United States Air Force. Funeral services will be Sunday, at the Lehman -

Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina.  

 

BONIFAS, Marietta Josephine Bonifas  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/ )    

Marietta Josephine Bonifas , 63, formerly of St. Marys, OH died Fr iday June 21, 2013 at Brookview Healthcare Center in 

Defiance, OH. She was born May 17, 1950 in Delphos, OH to Vernon and Angela (Vogt) Bonifas. She is survived by 1 sister, 

Geraldine Minnich of Celina, OH; 3 brothers, Roger (Cindy) Bonifas; Donald Bonifas  both of St. Marys, OH; Paul (Julie Ban Zile) 

Bonifas of Celina, OH; and numerous nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her father, Vernon Bonifas; mother, 

Angela Bonifas -Boberg; step -father, Lawrence Boberg. She was a member of Holy Rosary Cath olic Church in St. Marys. Mass of 

Christian Burial will be Tuesday June 25, 2013 at the Holy Rosary Catholic Church. Burial will follow at Gethsemane Cemetery in 

St. Marys.  

 

BONIFAS, Paul E. Bonifas  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Se rvices, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 18 March 2017)    

Paul E. Bonifas, age 61, formerly of Celina, OH died Saturday March 18, 2017 in the emergency department of Defiance Regional 

Hospital. He was born September 15, 1955 in Lima, OH to Vernon and Angela (Vogt) Bonifas, On September 29, 2014 in 

Tennessee he married Julie Van Zile, who survives. Also survived by a son Cheserie (Margot) Bonifas of Coldwater; son Ve rnon 

Bonifas of Celina, OH; a step -son Zachary (Kelsey) Ranshaw of Amana, IA; 4 grandchildren; 2 brothers Roger Bonifas of St. 

Marys, OH; Don Bonifas of Celina, OH and 1 sister Gerri Minnich of Sidney, OH. He was preceded in death by: father Vernon 

Bonifas ; mother Angela Bonifas -Boberg; sister Mary Jo Bonifas; nephew Brian Bonifas. He was a graduate of New Knoxville High 

School.  Paul proudly served his country in the United States Marine Corps. He worked for many years in the maintenance 

department of Dair y Farm Products in New Bremen, OH. He was a member of VFW Post #5713 in Celina, VFW Post #9289 in 

St. Marys, and the Eagle Riders Motorcycle Club. His favorite pastimes included camping and riding his motorcycle. Rites are 

scheduled to be  Saturday March 25 , 2017 at Miller Funeral Home 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 West Chapel) in St. Marys. 

Military funeral honors will be provided by the VFW Post # 9289.  

 

BONINSEGNA, Carmela Angelia Boninsegna  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Carmela Angelia òAngeló Boninsegna, 19, of 01991 Feeder Road in rural St. Marys, OH died Saturday January 29, 2011 at her 

residence, following an extended illness. She had been diagnos ed with cancer in April of 2007, more specifically a rare disorder 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/
http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/


known as neurofibromatosis Type 1. She was born April 25, 1991 in Austell, GA to David P. and Rosemary V. (Figel) Boninsegna.  

She is survived by her father and step -mother, David (Anne) Bon insegna  of Ottawa, OH; mother and step -father, Rosemary 

(Terry) McElroy   of St. Marys, OH; twin sister, Annie (David) Harrington   of Ottawa, OH; 3 other sisters Amber McElroy  of St. 

Marys, OH; Lillian Joseph;  Zoe Boninsegna both of Ottawa, OH;  4 brothers,  David Boninsegna II; T.J. McElroy  both of St. 

Marys, OH; Bradley McElroy   of St. Marys, OH; Dawson Boninsegna   of Ottawa, OH; maternal grandparents, Jack (Ginger) Figel 

of   Ocala, FL; paternal step -grandfather, Donald Halker, Sr. of Ottawa, O; 1 niece, Mo lly Angelia Harrington   of Ottawa, O; 

numerous aunts, uncles and cousins.  She was preceded in death by: grandparents: Paul & Phyllis Boninsegna, Leo McElroy, Anna 

McElroy -Thomas, Lillian Halker, Doyt Thomas  uncles: Geno & Bob Boninsegn. She was a  2010 gr aduate of Memorial High School 

in St. Marys, where she participated in track, FCA, FCCLA, SADD and choir. She was a member of Living Hope Assembly of God 

in St. Marys and its youth group. Angel loved life and trusted in God for everything, including the st rength to deal with her 

illness. Her favorite activities included camping, hanging out with her family and friends, broadcasting and covering sportin g 

events with her father, riding motorcycles with her step -father and playing bingo. On game days, she coul d be found rooting for 

her favorite teams: St. Marys Roughriders, Michigan Wolverines, and Cincinnati Reds. Funeral rites are scheduled Saturday 

February 5, 2011 at Living Hope Assembly of God    1130 Indiana Avenue in St. Marys, OH. Burial will follow at t he Elm Grove 

Cemetery, in St. Marys.   Memorial contributions may be directed to the Ronald McDonald House of Cincinnati. Arrangements are 

under the direction of the Miller Funeral Home 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 West) in St. Marys  

 

BONVILLIAN, Robert E. Bo nvillian  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð February 28, 2013 ) 

Robert E. Bonvillian, age 65, of Celina, died on Tuesday, Feb. 26, 2013, at his residence, due to a fire. He was born on Feb.  7, 

1948, in Coldwater, to parents Richard and stepmother Jo Bonvillian, who preceded him in death, and mother Delores Stein, who 

also preceded him in death. He is survived by 1 son, Jeff and friend Julie Rodriguez Bonvillian of Celina; by 1 stepson, Jaso n 

(Brandy) Muter of Anna; 2 daughters, Kim (Haro ld) Fiely of Fort Recovery and Carrie (Steve) Homan of Fort Recovery; 4 

brothers; 1 sister; and 11 grandchildren. A memorial service will be Sunday at Cisco Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will be h eld at 

a later date at St. Marys Catholic Cemetery in Fort Recovery. 

 

BOOHER, Morris Booher   

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 11 January 2013) 

Morris "Moe" Booher, age 79, of Zephyrhills, FL,  passed away on Dec. 22, 2012. He was born in Dayton. Prior to moving to 

Florida, he resided in the Sidney -St. Marys -Celina area. He retired from Minster Machine Company in 1996. He is survived by 

his wife, Karen (Blake) Booher of Florida; children and ste pchildren Terri L. (Larry) Kinder of Ellenton, FL, Kim E. (Martin) 

Jordan and Kristie L. (Martin) Masteller, both of Sidney, Craig Booher of Corinth, MS and Phillip A. Martin of Oneida, TN; si x 

grandchildren; and nine great -grandchildren. He was preceded i n death by his parents, Jesse and Hazel Booher and a grandson, 

Mitchell F. Masteller.  

 

BOOHER, Stephen L. Booher  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 18 May 2016)    

Stephen L. Booher, age 63, of Celina, died at home Monday, May 16, 2016.  He was born on March 12, 1953, in Tiffin to the late 

Robert L. and Mary Maxine (DeCoursey) Booher. On Feb. 2, 1980, Groundhog Day, he married Nancy McBride, who survives in 

Celina. Also surviving are his daughters Betsy Booher and John Nicodemo of Bowling  Green, Kate Booher and Noah Schachter of 

Fort Wright, KY; by two nephews and their wives and children and by a father - in- law. He was preceded in death by a sister - in-

law and a brother - in- law. A celebration of Stephen's life will be Saturday at the Celina First Presbyterian Church in Celina. 

Lehman-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed to the Booher 

family to help with medical expenses, the Celina Presbyterian Church or the Cleveland Cancer Rese arch Department.  

 

BOOK, Rona A. Book  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Rona A. Book, age 69, of Venedocia, passed away Monday, July 23, 2012 at the Kobacker House in Columbus. She was born on 

November 29, 1942 in Troy, OH, the only daughter of the late John & Glorious (Kauffman) Yarger.  Rona married Joe G. Book on 

July 31, 1965 and he preceded her in death on December 7, 2000. Surviving Rona are 1 daughter: Karen Book of Powell, OH  and 

4 brothers: Doug Massie, Dennis Massie, Darrell Massie and Dave Massie; and 1 brother - in-law, Larry Book. Rona had been 

employed by the former Huffy Bicycle Plant in Celina. She was an avid flower gardener and a wonderful caregiver for family an d 

frie nds. She was very concerned about animal welfare and had adopted many four legged friends. Funeral Services will be held 

at the W.H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home in Mendon on Thursday, July 26 th  with burial at Tomlinson Cemetery, near 

Mendon. In lieu  of flowers, preferred memorials are to a local humane society or animal shelter.  

 

BORCHERS, Charlotte M. Borchers  

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/143C7A8B0255D2F8-143C7A8B0255D2F8%3F


(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 23 October 2010)   

Charlotte M. "Shorty" Borchers, age 91, formerly of North Lincoln Street, Minster, died Friday, Oct. 22, 2010, at Heritage 

Manor Nursing Center in Minster, where she had been a resident for four years. She was born on Oct. 27, 1918, in Chickasaw, t o 

August and Mathilda (Rentz) Niekamp; they preceded her in death. She was  first married to Leo F. Rutschilling; he preceded 

her in death on Aug. 3, 1971. Her second marriage was to Clarence Borchers; he preceded her in death on Aug. 19, 1996. She is  

survived by her daughter, Liz (Rutschilling) and Monty McDermitt of Minster and  a sister - in-law. She was preceded in death by 

two brothers and a sister. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Tuesday in St. Augustine Church. Burial will follow at St. Augu stine 

Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster handled the arrangements. Memorial  donations may be made to Heritage Manor 

Activity Fund and to Grand Lake Hospice.  

 

BORCHERS, Elfrieda E.   Borchers  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð January 17, 2013 ) 

Elfrieda E.   Borchers, age 98, of Russia, died Wednesday, Jan. 16, 2013, at Versailles Health Care.  She was born on Jan. 1, 1915, 

in Russia, to the late Leo and Margaret (Marchal) Voisard.  She married Urban F. Borchers on Oct. 30, 1937. He preceded her in 

death on Feb. 15, 2008.  She is survived by her children, Ed (Merily n) Borchers, of Russia, Erna (Charles) Voisard of Russia, 

Carolyn (Emmett) Joseph of Beavercreek, Joan (John) Glaser of Beavercreek, Jerry (Susan) Borchers of Russia, Judie (Ron) 

Stauffer of Versailles, Don (Treva) Borchers of Russia, Greg (Carol) Borchers  of Russia; 31 grandchildren; 54 great -

grandchildren, and 1 sister.  She was preceded in death by a granddaughter; two brothers; and four sisters. Mass of Christian 

burial will be Monday at St. Remy Catholic Church, Russia.  Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Russia is handling the 

arrangements.  Burial will take place in St. Remy Cemetery.   Memorials may be made to Alzheimerõs Association, Glen Mary Home 

Missions and Spiritual Center of Maria Stein.  

 

BORCHERS, Esther C. Bauer Borchers  

(Abstracted from the Evening Lead er, St. Marys, Ohio ð 21 March 2011)   

Esther C. (Bauer) Borchers, age 91, of South Main Street, Fort Loramie, died Wednesday, March 16, 2011, at Heritage Manor 

Nursing Home in Minster of natural causes. She was born on June 25, 1919, in Botkins, the daugh ter of Alphonse and Agnes 

(Buehler) Bauer, and they preceded her in death. On Aug. 18, 1942, she married William H. Borchers at Immaculate Conception 

Church in Botkins, and he preceded her in death. She is survived by her two sons and one daughter, Roger ( Ellen) Borchers of 

Franklin, TN, David (Kathy) Borchers of Dayton, Marily (Edward) Schweitzer of Celina; one daughter - in- law, Amanda Borchers 

of Muskego, WI; 7 grandchildren, Michelle and Rich Buethe, Nicole and Erik Boye, Todd and Melissa Borchers, Bridge t and Kurt 

Krebs, Becky and Jason Shields, Lee Schweitzer, Brother Ignatius Schweitzer; 14 great -grandchildren and numerous nieces and 

nephews. She was also preceded in death by her son, John Borchers; three siblings, Sister Ruth Marie, Wilbert and Frederi ck 

Bauer; her brothers - in- law and sisters - in-law, Jean and Pauline Bauer, Victoria and John Albers, Joseph and Mary, Carl and 

Elsie, Irene, and Thomas and Emily Borchers. She was a parishoner of St. Michael Catholic Church in Fort Loramie and was a 

member of St. Ann's Ladies Sodality, Rosary Alter Society and Knights of St. John Ladies Auxiliary. She was a past president 

of Fort Loramie American Legion Ladies Auxiliary and Fort Loramie Historical Society. She served as a library and classroom 

volunteer for Fort Loramie Elementary School and served in the canteen for American Red Cross blood drives. A 1937 graduate 

of Botkins High School, she retired from the former Borchers Store in Fort Loramie, where she was part owner and operator. 

She enjoyed playing car ds and watching TV, especially "The Price Is Right," the Catholic channel and basketball. A Mass of 

Christian burial will be Thursday at St. Michael Church. Interment will follow at St. Michael's Cemetery. Gehret Funeral Home , 

64 Elm St., Fort Loramie hand led the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed to the American Diabetes 

Association or to the American Heart Association.  

 

BORCHERS, Richard Borchers  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 29 April 2010)   

Richard (Dick) Borchers, age 86, of Newport, died Sunday, April 25, 2010, in his home. He was born March 11, 1924, in Shelby 

County, a son of Frank J. and Emma F. (Boerger) Borchers. On Sept. 11, 1948, he married his wife, Martha V. (Bornhorst) 

Borchers; s he survives. He is also survived by his sons and daughters - in- law, Barb Borchers (Bob's wife) of Oran, Ron (Kay) 

Borchers of Russia, Roger (Jan) Borchers of Russia, Dale (Marty) Borchers of Wapakoneta; daughters and sons -in- law, Deb 

(Steve) Standiford of C incinnati, Barb (Brian) Condon of Versailles, Jan (Mike) Bruns of Tipp City, Linda (Andy) Meyer of Russia; 

28 grandchildren; nine great -grandchildren; four brothers and two sisters. In addition to his parents, Dick was preceded in 

death by his son, Bob Bor chers; a grandson; three brothers and three sisters. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Monday at Sts. 

Peter and Paul Catholic Church, Newport. Burial will follow in the church cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Russia is 

handling the arrangements. In lie u of flowers the family requests memorial contributions be made to Wilson Hospice Care or 

another charity of choice.  

 

BORDEN, Marjorie L. Borden  



(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/ )    

Marjorie L. Borden , 94, of 532 Southway Drive in St. Marys, OH died Tuesday May 7, 2013 at Lima Memorial Health System. 

She was born June 24, 1918 in Piqua, OH to Kenneth and Edith (Cliff)  Magill. She was raised by her paternal grandparents Fred 

and Ella (Smith) Magill. On June 1, 1946 she married Robert R. Borden, who died August 29, 1990. She is survived by 1 daughte r, 

Robin (Charles Tester) Kantner  of New Knoxville, OH; 2 gr andchildren: Kaia Kantner Zelt and Parrish Borden Gebhart; 5 great -

grandchildren: Kayla Zelt, Lindsey Zelt, Hayden Zelt, Madelyn Zelt and Dylan Zelt; and 3 nieces: Nancy Jane Lilly, Mary Helen  

(Dave) Sotak and Margaret Cecelia (Jim) Orgel; She was preceded  in death by her parents, Kenneth and Edith Magill; her 

husband, Robert Borden; daughter, Barbara Ann Gebhart; infant daughter, Diana Borden; and 1 sister, Helen Lilly. She was a 

1936 graduate of St. Marys Memorial High School. She and her husband operated  Borden's Bait Shop at Grand Lake St. Marys 

for   a number of years. In addition, she worked for St. Marys Decorating Company, St. Marys Woolen Mill and Leonhard's IGA, 

all in St. Marys. She attended Wayne Street United Methodist Church in St. Marys, and wa s a member of the Friendly 

Neighbor Club and JTDM Hospital Guild. She also served as an assistant leader for her daughters' Girl Scout troop.   Her 

favorite pastimes included fishing and playing the game of Bridge with her high school classmates. An accompl ished seamstress, 

she made custom draperies and also served as an instructor for tole painting classes. Rites are scheduled for Saturday May 11 , 

2013 at Miller Funeral Home 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 West Chapel) in St. Marys. Burial will follow at Elm Gro ve Cemetery in 

St. Marys.  

 

BORGER, Kyle J. Borger   

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 13 October 2015)  

Kyle J. Borger, age 18, Celina , died Monday, Oct. 12, 2015, at his home. He was born on April 27, 1997, in Van Wert to Jeff A. 

and Stacy A. (Baker) Borger; both survive in Celina. Other survivors include two brothers and his grandparents. He was 

preceded in death by a grandmother. Fune ral services will be at Cisco Funeral Home in Celina on Friday. Burial will follow at 

Swamp College Cemetery, Celina. Contributions can be made to the St. John Builders and or Challenger Baseball.  

 

BORGER, Mark A. Borger  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð August 6, 2012 )   

Mark A. Borger, age 56, of 659 N. Sugar St., Celina, passed away Friday, Aug. 3, 2012, at the Kindred Hospital in Lima. He wa s 

born on June 14, 1956, in Celina, to the late Alfred (Ha ps) and Dorothy (Wendel) Borger. Survivors include his brother and 

sister - in- law; sisters and brothers - in- law; a brother - in- law; and several nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by a 

brother and by a sister. A Mass of Christian burial will be Wedne sday at the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Celina. 

Burial will follow in the St. Marys Catholic Cemetery in Celina. Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina is handling 

the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to the Immaculat e Conception Catholic Church or to the charity of the 

donorõs choice.  

 

BORGER, Mary Rita Borger  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 26 April 2008)    

Mary Rita Borger, age 86, of The Gardens at St. Henry, died Thursday, April 24, 2008, at the Coldwater Community Hospital. 

She was born Aug. 24, 1921, in Coldwater, a daughter of Henry and Mary (Buschor) Kaup, and they preceded her in death. On 

June 14, 1947, she married Robert J. Borger, and he preceded her in death on May 29, 2007. She is  survived by 3 sons, Bill 

(Mary) Borger of Vandalia, Dave Borger of St. Henry, Marvin Borger of Perrysburg; 1 daughter, Patricia Borger of Cincinnati; 1 

daughter - in- law, Dorothy Borger of St. Henry; 1 brother and spouse; and 2 sisters - in-law; 8 grandchildr en; and 3 great -

grandchildren. She was also preceded in death by a son, James Borger.; two brothers; a sister; and a brother - in- law. A Mass of 

Christian Burial will be Monday at the St. Henry Catholic Church. Burial will follow in St. Henry Cemetery. Hogen kamp Funeral 

Home in St. Henry is handling the arrangements.  

 

BORGER, Terry Borger  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 2 February 2010)    

Terry "Cheeseburger" Borger, age 57, 215 Red Bud Ave., Celina, died Sunday, Jan. 31, 2010, at St. Rita's Medical Center in Lima. 

He was born July 28, 1952, to Alfred and Dorothy (Wendel) Borger, both preceded him in death. He is survived by two 

brothers; three sisters; a brother - in- law; nine nieces and nephews and 11 great-nieces and great -nephews. He was preceded in 

death by a sister. A gathering of family and friends will be Wednesday at the Cisco Funeral Home in Celina. Funeral services will 

be Thursday at St. Paul's United Church of Christ, Rockford. Burial will follow at the church cemetery. Contri butions may be 

made to the church or the donor's favorite charity. Funeral services have been entrusted to Cisco Funeral Home in Celina.  

 

BORGES, Kathleen R. Borges  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 13 February 2017)     

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/
http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/1587614986570430-1587614986570430%3F


Kathleen R. Borges, age 63, of Minster, died Saturday, Feb. 11, 2017, at Heritage Manor Nursing Center, Minster.   She was born 

on March 2, 1953, to the late Leo and Jeanette (Koverman) Borges. Her mother survives in Minster. She is also survived by a 

brother, Steve an d Judy Borges, Minster; sisters, Diana and John Bender, Fort Loramie, Ann Meyer, New Bremen; and numerous 

nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her father, Leo; brother, Tim Borges; and sister - in-law Mary Borges. Kathy 

was a member of St. August ine Catholic Church, Minster, Minster Eagles FOE 1391, and the Minster American Legion Auxiliary 

and worked at Crown for over 35 years. A Memorial Mass will be Thursday at St. Augustine Catholic Church, Minster. Burial wil l 

follow in St. Augustine Cemetery , Minster.  Hogenkamp Funeral Home Minster has been entrusted with the services.  

 

BORNHORST, Charles J. Bornhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 13 August 2010)   

Charles J. Bornhorst, age 76, 272 Elm St., St. Henry, died Thursday, A ug. 12, 2010, at Mercer County Community Hospital in 

Coldwater. He was born April 19, 1934, in Philothea, a son to Paul Bornhorst and Margaret (Stelzer). On Nov. 12, 1958, he 

married Jo Bornhorst (Voskuhl) in St. Rose and she survives in St. Henry. He is s urvived by 5 children, Christina (Alan) 

Pottkotter of Fort Recovery, John (Patricia) Bornhorst, of Concord, NC, Ken (Stella) Bornhorst of South America, Teresa 

(Michael) Wasson of Bradford, Roger Bornhorst of St. Henry; a daughter - in- law Shelly (Todd) Buss e of St. Henry; 17 

grandchildren; 4 siblings, Eileen (Lester) Poeppelman of Minster, Maurice (Viola) Bornhorst of Minster, Ann (Vern) Gross of 

Coldwater and Jerry (Charlene) Bornhorst of Texas. He is preceded in death by his parents; a son, Robert Bornhors t; a sister, 

Rosemary Bornhorst and a grandchild. He served in the United States Army during the Korean War and a member of the VFW 

and American Legion both of Fort Recovery. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Monday at St. Henry Catholic Church, St. Henry . 

Burial will follow in St. Henry Cemetery, St. Henry with complete military services. Hogenkamp Funeral Home -St. Henry is 

handling the arrangements.  

 

BORNHORST, Homer Joseph Bornhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð July 15, 2013 ) 

Homer Joseph Bornhorst, age 89, of Fort Loramie, passed away peacefully on Saturday, July 13, 2013.  He was born on Feb. 10, 

1924, in Anna, to Louis and Rose Bornhorst, both of whom preceded him in death.  On May 22, 1951, Homer was married to Mary 

Lou Borchers, who preceded him in death on Aug. 5, 2012.   In December 1944, Homer enlisted in the United States Merchant 

Marine, serving on various tankers through the end of World War II.   He received an honorable discharge from the United 

States Coast Guard for hi s wartime service and a discharge from active duty from the United States Merchant Marine in 

December 1946.   He was drafted into the United States Army in 1949 and served as part of the Army of Occupation at Kokura, 

Kyshu, Japan.  On Feb. 15, 1950, Homer w as voluntarily separated from active service, returning to Ohio and continuing his 

service in the Army Reserve.   He received an Honorary Discharge from the Army on Feb. 15, 1955. He is survived by his 4 sons, 

2 daughters and their spouses, Theodore J. (Lau rie Hanner) Bornhorst of Houghton, MI; Richard J. (Stephanie Hertenstein) 

Bornhorst of Findlay, Mary Jo A. (Rhondale) Haynes of Springboro, William J. (Ann Dugan) Bornhorst of Roswell, GA; Katherine 

A. (Kevin) Thomason of Dallas, TX; and Donald J. Bornhors t of Sidney; 13 grandchildren; 4 great -grandchildren; 3 brothers and 

3 sisters. He was preceded in death by five of his 11 siblings. The family has requested that, in lieu of flowers, donations be 

made to the Community Foundation of Shelby County ñ Homer and Mary Lou Bornhorst Family Scholarship Fund benefiting Fort 

Loramie High School students, 100 S. Main Ave., Sidney, OH, 45365, or to the American Heart Association.   Hogenkamp Funeral 

Home, Minster is handling the arrangements. A funeral Mass will be hel d Thursday at St. Michaels Catholic Church, Fort 

Loramie. Burial will take place in St. Michael Cemetery.  

 

BORNHORST, Mary Lou Bornhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð August 7, 2012 )   

Mary Lou Bornhorst, age 82, of Fort Loramie, passed away peacefully, surrounded by her family, on Sunday, Aug. 5, 2012, at 

Dorothy Love Retirement Community. Mary Lou, the youngest of 13 children, was born on Nov. 25, 1929, in Fort Loramie, to John  

and Anna Borchers, both deceased. On May 22, 1951, s he was married to Homer J. Bornhorst, who survives her. She is survived 

by her children, Theodore J. (Laurie Hanner) Bornhorst of Houghton, MI, Richard J. (Stephanie Hertenstein) Bornhorst of 

Findlay, Mary Jo A. (Rhondale) Haynes of Springboro, William J. (Ann Dugan) Bornhorst of Roswell, GA, Katherine A. (Kevin) 

Thomason of Dallas, TX, and Donald J. Bornhorst of Sidney; 13 grandchildren and 3 great -grandchildren; and 1 sister. She was 

preceded in death by 11 of her 12 siblings. The funeral Mass will be Fri day at St. Michael Catholic Church, Fort Loramie, with 

burial to follow at St. Michael Cemetery, Fort Loramie. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster is handling the arrangements. The 

family has requested that, in lieu of flowers, donations be made to The Communi ty Foundation of Shelby County ñ Homer and 

Mary Lou Bornhorst Family Scholarship Fund benefiting Fort Loramie High School students (100 S. Main Ave., Sidney, Ohio 

45365) or to the American Cancer Society.  

 

BORNHORST, Maurice P. Bornhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 27 June 2013)  

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/14735320899FAB38-14735320899FAB38%3F


Maurice P. Bornhorst, age 83, of Minster, died Wednesday, June 26, 2013, at Heritage Manor Nursing Home , Minster. He was 

born on Aug. 31, 1929, in Philothea, to the late Paul and Margaret (Stelzer) Bornhorst. He married Viola C. Meyer on Nov. 4, 

1950, in St. Patrick. She preceded him in death on July 2, 2011. He is survived by children, Mike and Helen Bornh orst of Russia, 

Sandy and Chris Delzeith of St. Henry, Jeanne and Tim Niekamp of New Bremen, Bill and Deb Bornhorst of Egypt, Joan and 

Nick Sherman of Minster, Mark and Mary Bornhorst of Minster, Dave and Deb Bornhorst of Minster, Elaine and Dick Huber of 

Minster, Rose and Rolly Schmiesing of Egypt, Don and Kim Bornhorst of Minster, Paul and Shelly Bornhorst of Minster, Maurice 

and Shelley Bornhorst of Fort Loramie, Joe and Ann Bornhorst of Minster, Richard and Molly Bornhorst of Minster; 54 

grandchildren; 29 great -grandchildren; three sisters; one brother; one brother - in- law and two sisters - in- law. He was preceded 

in death by an infant son; a grandchild; a brother; an infant sister; nine brothers - in- law and eight sisters - in-law. A Mass of 

Christian Burial w ill be Saturday at St. Augustine Church in Minster. Burial will follow at St. Augustine Cemetery. Hogenkamp 

Funeral Home in Minster is assisting with the arrangements.  

 

BORNHORST, Richard A. Bornhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 22 September 2010)   

Richard A. Bornhorst, age 64, died on Sept. 21, 2010, at St. Rita's Medical Center in Lima surrounded by family and friends. He 

was born Nov. 8, 1945, in McCartyville, to Clara and Herb Bornhorst, who preceded him in death. Survivors include two brothers; 

Carl Bornhorst of Lima, and Walter (Marina) Bornhorst of Boston, MA; his sister, Roseann (Joe) Merce of Dublin; 12 nieces and  

nephews and several grandnephews and grandnieces. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at Sacred Heart Ch urch, 

McCartyville. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that all memorial contributions be made to Ottawa Valley Center Inc, 13 25 

Seriff Road, Lima, OH 45805.  

 

BORNHORST, Roger E. Bornhorst  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 22 July  2008)    

Roger E. Bornhorst, age 79, 128 S. Hanover St., Minster, died Monday, July 21, 2008, at Heritage Manor, Minster, having been a 

resident for two months. He was born Jan. 30, 1929, in Minster, a son of Anthony and Loretta (Sommer) Bornhorst and the y 

preceded him in death. On Nov. 27, 1952, he married Theresa I. Bensman in McCartyville and she preceded him in death Dec. 10,  

2004. He is survived by five children, Phyllis (Jerry) Baumer of Minster, Connie (James) Prenger of Minster, Lynn (Greg) Meye r 

of Celina, Jill (John) Frierott of Bartlette, TN, Tony (Gretchen) Bornhorst of West End, NC; two sisters and their husbands; a  

brother and his wife; two sisters - in-law and 12 grandchildren. He was also preceded in death by two brothers. He was a member 

of t he U.S. Army, having served in the Korean War. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Thursday, at St. Augustine Catholic 

Church, Minster. Burial will follow in St. Augustine Church Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster is handling the 

arrangements. Memori al contributions may be directed to The James/OSU Comprehensive Cancer Center in support of 

Esophageal Cancer Research. 

 

BORNS, Doris L. Borns  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 1 December 2016)    

Doris L. Borns, age 96, of Celina, die d on Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2016, at Celina Manor. She was born on Feb. 16, 1920, in 

Washington Courthouse to the late Guy and Gertrude (Flint) Ford. She married Eugene V. Borns on May 5, 1949, who preceded 

her in death on Dec. 6, 1954. She is survived by her  children: Michael, Deborah (Nash) Borns and Kathy Anderson; by four 

grandchildren; five great -grandchildren; and one great -great -grandson. She was preceded in death by two brothers and sisters -

in- law and one sister and brother - in- law. Funeral services wil l be Saturday at the First Presbyterian Church in Celina. Burial will 

follow in North Grove Cemetery. Lehman -Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina handled the arrangements. Saturday at the church. 

Memorials may be made to Celina Presbyterian Church or the Americ an Cancer Society.  

 

BOROFF, Evelyn M. Boroff  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 12 November 2010)   

Evelyn M. Boroff, age 73, of Spencerville, died Wednesday, Nov. 10, 2010, at Triumph Hospital in Lima following an extended 

illness. She  was born on July 8, 1937, in Mendon, the daughter of William David and Mabel Lucille (Mutersbaugh) Boroff, and 

they preceded her in death. She is survived by five siblings; four nephews and seven nieces. She was also preceded in death b y 

three siblings. F uneral services will be Saturday in the Monticello Church. Burial will be at a later date in the Mendon Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions may be directed to the church. Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville is in charge of 

arrangements.  

 

BOROFF, Helen L. Boroff  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð January 28, 2013 ) 

Helen L. Boroff, 73, of Spencerville, died Thursday, Jan. 24, 2013, in the Roselawn Manor Nursing Home in Spencerville. She 

was born June 9, 1939, in Mendon, the daugh ter of William and Mabel Mutersbaugh Boroff, who preceded her in death. She is 



survived by two sisters and several nieces and nephews. She is preceded in death by four sisters and two brothers. Funeral 

services will be Sunday at the Monticello Church. Buri al will be at a later date in the Mendon Cemetery. Memorials may be made 

to the Monticello Church. Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville is in charge of services.  

 

BOROFF, Jeanne L. Boroff  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 12 August 2016)    

Jeanne L. Boroff, age 87, of St. Marys, passed away Thursday, Aug. 11, 2016, at Lima Memorial Hospital. She was born on March  

10, 1929, in Mercer County to the late Vintson and Esther (Schroyer) Rabe.  Jeanne married Pleasant LaVerl "Verly" Boroff on 

Dec. 13, 1968, they were together for 48 years and he survives at the residence in St. Marys.  Other survivors include a sister -

in- law Lois Roettger of St. Marys, and many nieces and nephews. She was also preceded in death by two brothers, Ralph a nd 

Merle Rabe, and a sister, Mary Motague. Jeanne was a 1947 graduate of Celina Senior High School.  She retired from Goodyear 

Tire and Rubber after 38 years of service. She was a member of Wayne Street United Methodist Church, St. Marys.  She 

enjoyed quilti ng, sewing, crafting, camping and spending winters in Florida for 28 years. Jeanne was a devoted wife and will 

always be viewed as an angel in Verly's eyes.  Funeral services will be Saturday in Cisco Funeral Home, St. Marys.  Burial will 

follow at Swamp Col lege Cemetery, Celina. Contributions can be made to Wayne Street United Methodist Church, St. Marys.  

 

BOROFF, Merlie Gladyne Boroff  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 9 April 2011)  

Merlie Gladyne Boroff, age 89, of 8096 North St., Nept une, died Thursday, April 7, 2011, at The Gardens at Celina. She was 

born on May 4, 1921, in Mercer County, the daughter of William O. Fast and Gertude Vantilburg. On June 1, 1939, she married 

Willard Wilson Boroff, and he preceded her in death on Nov. 25,  1961. She is survived by her son, Lynn (Phyllis) Boroff of 

Celina; her daughter, Sharon (Terry) Williams of Celina; seven grandchildren and 10 great -grandchildren. She was also preceded 

in death by one grandchild; four brothers and four sisters. Funeral s ervices will be Tuesday at the Neptune Church of God. 

Cisco Funeral home, Celina handled the arrangements.  

 

BOROFF, Ronald Eugene Boroff  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 21 July 2010)   

Ronald Eugene Boroff, age 58, 7589 Wabash Road, Celina, died Tuesday, July 20, 2010, at the Van Wert Inpatient Hospice 

Center in Van Wert. He was born July 29, 1951, in Celina, a son to the late Robert E. and Betty Jean (Roebuck) Boroff. On Jul y 

20, 1974, he married Deb Fisher and she survives in Celina . He is also survived by his daughter, Catina Lynn and Raymond Leon 

Fields of Celina; three grandchildren; brothers and sisters - in- law; sister and brothers - in- law; several nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services will be Friday at the Beaver Chapel Congregati onal Christian Church in Celina. Burial will follow in Swamp College 

Cemetery in Celina. Lehman-Hogenkamp- Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions 

may be made to the Beaver Chapel Congregational Christian Church  or Hospice of Van Wert.  

 

BOROFF, Ronald W. Boroff  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð June 12, 2012 )   

Ronald W. òAceó Boroff, age 78, of rural Spencerville, died Monday, June 11, 2012, at the Laurels of Shane Hill Care Center in 

Rockfo rd, following an extended illness. He was born on March 6, 1934, in Mendon, to William David and Mabel Lucille 

Mutersbaugh Boroff, and they preceded him in death. On June 1, 1957, he married Helen Jean Martin, and she survives him. He 

is also survived by 3  children, John M. (Pat) Boroff of Delphos, Jodi L. (Bill) Scheele of Uniopolis and Lori J. (Jeffery) Routt of 

Rockford; 6 grandchildren; 3 great -grandchildren; and 3 sisters. He was preceded in death by two great -grandchildren; four 

sisters; and a brother . Graveside funeral services will be Thursday in the Mendon Cemetery. Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in 

Spencerville is handling the arrangements.  

 

BOROFF, Thelma L. Boroff  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio) 

Thelma L. Boroff, age 93, of Celina, died Tuesday, June 22, 2010, at The Gardens at Celina. She was born Aug. 28, 1916, in 

Mercer County, a daughter to Charles C. and Mary Jane (Granger) Anderson. On Nov. 6, 1971, she married Dillo n C. Boroff; he 

preceded her in death Oct. 25, 1992.  She is survived by two brothers; a sister; a sister - in-law; a stepson, Victor Boroff of New 

Bremen; a step -grandson; 3 nieces; and 8 nephews. She was preceded in death by a brother. Services will be at W. H. Dick and 

Sons - Hellwarth Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in the Mendon Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be directed to 

the Mercer County 4 -H Fund, administered by the Mercer County Civic Foundation.  

 

BORTNER, Eileen M. Bortner  

(Abstra cted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð November 18, 2011) 



Eileen M. Bortner, age 73, died on Friday, Nov. 18, 2011, at her home in Auburn. She was born on March 14, 1938, in New 

Bremen, to Adrian and Helen (Brewer) Greber, and they preceded her in  death. On June 24, 1989, in Churubusco, she married 

Jack W. Bortner, and he survives in Auburn. She is also survived by 2 daughters, Nanette Lilie (Robert) Isenbarger of New 

Haven and Susan Lilie (Byron) Gallmeyer of Hoagland; 1 stepdaughter, Lesa (Randal ) Wilke of Clinton; 1 stepson, Mitchel (Laura) 

Bortner of Holland, MI; 6 grandchildren, Mark Isenbarger, Brian Isenbarger, Matthew Gallmeyer, Kristen Gallmeyer, Rachel 

Gallmeyer and Audrey Bortner; and 1 sister, Jane Egbert of Anna. Mrs. Bortner worked for  Blackwellõs Department Store and 

Lincoln National/Wells Fargo Bank in New Haven and Cumberland Bank and Fort Campbell Credit Union in Bowling Green, KY. She 

was a member of the First United Methodist Church in Auburn. She was also a member of the Lullaby Club, Tuesday at Ten 

Knitting Club, Just For Fun Group, Red Hats, OWLS and Beta Sigma Phi International. She loved shopping, bowling, square 

dancing and spending time with her family, especially her grandchildren.  Services will be Monday at Feller & Clark  Funeral 

Home, 1860 S. Center St., Auburn. Burial will be in Woodlawn Cemetery in Auburn. Memorials may be directed to the First 

United Methodist Church or to Cancer Services of Northeast Indiana.   

 

BOSAU, Anita M. Bosau  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 21 March 2014)  

Anita M. Bosau, age 72, of Wapakoneta died Wednesday, March 19, 2014, at her residence, surrounded by her family. She was 

born on Dec. 25, 1941, in Baltimore, MD, to Arthur C. and Ethel M. (Friend) Hanft, who preced ed her in death. Survivors include 

two daughters, Laura (Michael) Heffner of Wapakoneta and Michele (John) Karch of Celina, seven grandchildren, four 

greatgrandchildren and two sisters. Funeral services are scheduled to be Saturday at Schlosser Funeral Hom e and Cremation 

Services, Wapakoneta. Burial will follow at the St. Johnõs Lutheran Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be directed to the 

American Cancer Society.  

 

BOST, Paul Thomas Bost  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð October 29, 2012)  

Paul Thomas Bost, age 73, of Celina, died Thursday, Oct. 25, 2012, at the Roswell Park Cancer Institute in Buffalo, NY. He wa s 

born on March 11, 1939, in Florida, Ohio, to Florence (Smith) Ludeman and Donald Bost Sr., and they preceded him in death.  In 

May 1961, he married Shirley Toth, and she preceded him in death on Sept. 1, 1962. On June 24, 1963, he married Mary Ann 

Rohr, and she preceded him in death on Dec. 14, 2001. He is survived by his fiancee, Mary Carol Pierce; 3 daughters, Lori (Ji m) 

Yaney, Lisa (Mark) Burgoon and Teresa Lynn, all of Celina; 1 son, Michael (Bonnie) Bost of Fayetteville, NC; 10 grandchildren; 4  

great -grandchildren; 6 brothers and sisters - in- law; 2 sisters and brothers - in- law. He was preceded in death by a sister; a 

brother ; and a niece. He served his country in the U.S. Navy. Funeral services will be Wednesday at the Lehman -Hogenkamp-

Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina. Interment will be Thursday in St. Marys Catholic Cemetery in Celina.  

 

BOTKIN, Charles Botkin  50  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Charles òCharlieó Botkin, 90, of 1033 South Wayne Street, Saint Marys, and a resident of Liberty Nursing Center, Xenia, OH, 

died Tuesday, September 21, 2010, at Liberty Nursing Center.  He was born September 7, 1920, in Saint Marys, the son of John 

and Stella (Hertenstein) Botkin.  He married Mildred Alspaugh on June 11, 1946 and she survives with her daughter in Xenia.  He 

is survived  by 1 daughter, Jean Rupert of Xenia; by 2 grandsons: Nick Rupert of Xenia; Greg Rupert of Dayton; by 3 great -

grandchildren: Alana; Ashley and Andrew; by 2 brothers: Glenn (Helen) Botkin of San Diego, CA; Frank (Sally) Botkin of Lima.  He 

was preceded in de ath by his parents; a brother, John Botkin; and a sister, Janelle Glass.  Charlie was a 1941 graduate of Saint 

Marys Memorial High School. He was a veteran of the United States Army Air Corps, having served during WWII. He retired 

from Goodyear Tire and Rub ber Company in Saint Marys, where he had been a tool and die maker for more than 44 years.  He 

was a member of the former First Presbyterian Church in Saint Marys; he was a 65 year member of Mercer Lodge, Free and 

Accepted Masons in Saint Marys; a member o f the Disabled American Veterans. He enjoyed gardening and yard work. He was a 

woodworker and helped build the Memorial Park Bridge in downtown Saint Marys. He was a huge fan of the Saint Marys 

Roughriders and was a great family man.  Funeral rites will be Saturday, September 25, 2010, at the Miller -Long and Folk 

Funeral Home, 314 West High Street, Saint Marys. Burial will follow at Elm Grove Cemetery.  Memorial donations may be made 

to the Alzheimerõs Association or Miami Valley Hospice. 

 

BOTKIN, Mildred A. Botkin  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Mildred A. Botkin, 93, formerly of 1033 South Wayne Street, Saint Marys, died Tuesday, January 31, 2012, at her  daughterõs 

residence in Xenia where she had resided for the past two years. She was born August 5, 1918, in Rockford, Ohio, the daughter  

of John and Frances (Witter) Alspaugh. She married Charles Botkin on June 11, 1946 and he preceded her in death on 



September 21, 2010. She is survived by her daughter, Jean Rupert of Xenia; by two grandchildren: Nick Rupert of Xenia; Greg 

Rupert of Dayton; by three grandchildren: Alana, Ashley and Andrew. She was preceded in death by her parents; two sisters: 

Marjorie Als paugh and Ruth Buchanan; and by her husband, Charles. Mildred was a graduate of Rockford High School. She was a 

homemaker. She was a member of the former First Presbyterian Church in Saint Marys. She enjoyed traveling and going to 

broadway shows and theate r productions. She was a charter member of the Precious Moments Collectorsõ Club. Funeral rites will 

be Saturday, February 4, 2012, at the Miller -Long and Folk Funeral Home, 314 West High Street, Saint Marys. Burial will follow 

at Elm Grove Cemetery in Sai nt Marys. Memorial gifts may be given to Hospice of the Miami Valley.  

 

BOWDITCH, Russell L. Bowditch  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 7 May 2008)    

The Rev. Russell L. Bowditch, age 84, of Logansport, formerly of Defiance, died Tuesday, May 6, 2008, in Miller's Merry Manor, 

Logansport. Born on Dec. 27, 1923, in Osseo, MI, he was a son of Trivett and Nettie (Wright) Bowditch. He was married March 

1, 1942, in Hillsdale, MI, to Virginia Mae Overly. Rev. Bowditch served as the pastor  of churches in West Branch, MI; Defiance, 

Piqua, St. Mary's and Cincinnati. He and his wife returned to Defiance in 1978 as superintendent and matron of the Defiance 

County Children's Home. After their retirement, they made their home in Evansport. For se veral years, they enjoyed camping 

and traveling to visit family and friends. Due to failing health, they moved to Logansport, IN, in 2001 where they attended 

Cross-Wind United Methodist Church. He is survived by three sons, Darrell (Karen) of Harlan, IN, D anny (Wanda) of Anthem, 

AZ, and Dallis (Nancy) of Logansport, IN; two daughters, Marilynn (David) Ripke of Pettisville, and Marcia (Ken) Price of Elk  

Rapids, MI; a brother, Neil Bowditch of Jackson, MI, and a sister, Gladys Rofkahr of Peoria, AZ; 18 grandc hildren; 22 great -

grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his wife of 63 years on Sept. 21, 2005. He was also preceded in death by a son, 

DeWayne Earl; four grandchildren, Todd Russell Bowditch, Brian M. Bowditch, Aimee J. Price and Ethan J. Price; five  brothers, 

Harold, Charles, Theodore, B.T., and William; and three sisters, Gertrude Cheever, Roberta DeBois, and Thelma Zwyghuizen. 

Funeral services will be Thursday, in Fisher Funeral Chapel in Logansport, IN. Private Interment will be in Maple Grove 

Cemetery, Hillsdale, MI. A memorial service will be Friday, at the First Baptist Church in Defiance. Memorial contributions may 

be directed to Gideons International.  

 

BOWEN, Elaine Reed Bowen  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 4 August 20 15)    

Elaine Reed Bowen, age 56, died Friday, July 31, 2015, at Lima Memorial Health System. Elaine was born on May 18, 1959, in Li ma 

to Ralph J. and B. Eloise (Smith) Reed, who preceded her in death. On June 21, 1986, she married Robert E. Bowen, who 

preceded her in death on Feb. 6, 1997. Survivors include her brother Jim Reed of Lima; her sister Cheryl Reed Swisher of 

Greenville, NC; her 4 nieces Caitlin E. Reed, Jessica E. Reed, Kristina M. Cudney, Jennifer L. Cudney, and her great nephew, Eli 

T. Kuck. She was preceded in death by her sister, Margaret Jean Ellis. Elaine was an avid soccer, Cincinnati Bengals, and the 

Ohio State Buckeyes fan. She loved her cats dearly. Funeral services will be Thursday at Chiles Laman Funeral and Cremation 

Services - Eastside Chapel, 828 Bellefontaine Ave., Lima, OH, 45801. Burial will be in Williamstown Cemetery following the 

service. In lieu of flowers the family asks that contributions be made to the Allen County Humane Society.  

 

BOWER, Doris A. Bower  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 14 June 2016)    

Doris A. Bower, age 78, of New Knoxville, died Monday, June 13, 2016, at Vancrest of St. Marys. She was born on Jan. 14, 1938 , 

in Lima, the daughter of Albert William and Louise Tersea  (Schnippel) Eisert, who preceded her in death. On Jan. 11, 1958, she 

married Don D. Bower, and he died on Nov. 22, 2006.Survivors include seven children: Karen (Jock) Meier, Teresa (Kenneth) 

Creech, Edward (Tammy) Bower, Jarrod (Erin) Bower, all of New Kn oxville; Deana (Jeff) Redman of Botkins; Al Joseph (Jill) 

Bower of Lima, and Dan (Jenny) Bower of Wapakoneta; 23 grandchildren; 28 great -grandchildren, and a brother Robert 

(Marilyn) Eisert of Wapakoneta. She was preceded in death by a great grandson Brade n Davenport. A homemaker and farm 

wife, Doris worked at Huffy Corporation, Celina; Plastipak, Jackson Center; Miller's Textiles and Fisher Cheese, both of 

Wapakoneta, and Wapakoneta Products. She was a member of the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, B otkins, and the St. 

Johns Ladies Auxiliary. She was also a member of the Fraternal Order of the Eagles, Auxiliary 691 in Wapakoneta. Her hobbies 

included gardening, playing dominos and cards, baking, bird watching and most especially spending time with her  grandchildren. 

Doris had a strong work ethic and was always busy doing something. A Mass of Christian burial will be Thursday at Immaculate 

Conception Catholic Church, Botkins. Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, 1102 Lincoln Ave. (Ohio 501) Wapakoneta is handli ng the 

arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed to the Community Health Professionals of Tri -County Home Care and 

Hospice.  

 

BOWERS, Christine K. Bowers  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 24 August 2016)    



Christine K. Bowe rs, age 48, of New Bremen, died Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2016, at the Lima Memorial Hospital, Lima. She was born on 

Sept. 5, 1967, in St. Marys. She was the daughter of the late William Ahlers and Joan (Denney) Ahlers, who survives in New 

Bremen. On May 24, 1997,  she married Tim Bowers, who survives near New Bremen. Also surviving are her children: Allison 

Bowers of Minster, Eric Bowers, Ashley Bowers and Andrew Bowers, all at home, her brother Mark (Lisa) Ahlers of McCartyville 

and Melissa (Michael) Schott of New  Bremen and several nieces and nephews. Chris was a member of the Grace Methodist 

Church in St. Marys and had attended the St. Paul United Church of Christ in New Bremen. She served as a Cub Scout Den 

Mother and Pack Leader for five years and was a Girl Sc out Leader for 17 years. She volunteered as the concession stand 

operator for the summer sports programs at the BremenfestPark in New Bremen and for the New Bremen High School's 

sporting events. Chris was a 1985 graduate of New Bremen High School and a 198 8 graduate of Wright State University Lake 

Campus. She was employed at Crown Equipment Corporation in New Bremen for 10 years and was a stay at home mom, raising her 

children and babysitting for other children for over 15 years. Chris was always a quiet, p rivate person but enjoyed being active 

with her kids and the community. Her greatest joy was caring for her children and family. Funeral services will be Friday at the 

St. Paul United Church of Christ in New Bremen. Burial will follow in the German Protest ant Cemetery in New Bremen. Gilberg -

Hartwig Funeral Home in New Bremen handled the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to either the Cancer 

Association of Auglaize County or the New Bremen Schools Music or Athletic Boosters.  

 

BOWERS, Rebecca Jean Bowers   

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Rebecca Jean Bowers, 48, of 805 McKinley Road, St. Marys, OH died Wednesday, August 20, 2008 at St. Ritaõs Medical Center, 

Lima, OH, following a brief illness.   She was born August 5, 1960 in Muncie, IN, the daughter of Glen and Judy (Frazier) 

Cross.  Her parents survive in Winchester, IN.   She married Mark Bowers on November 21, 1992; he survives at the 

resi dence.  She is survived by a son, Joseph Dillow of South Bend, IN; a daughter, Heather Cross of St. Marys; step -son, Shane 

Bowers of Wapakoneta, OH; step -daughter, Shonda Bowers of Perrysburg, OH; 3 grandchildren: Paige, Gage and Malichi Cross; 

her parents , Glen and Judy Cross of Winchester, IN; a grandmother, Thelma Frazier of Winchester, IN; 3 brothers Scott 

(Anna) Cross; and Marty (Wendy) Cross both of Winchester, IN; and Steve (Janelle) Cross of Greenville, OH; her husbandõs 

grandmother, Ruth Raymond of  St. Marys, OH; and her parents - in- law, John and Jill Bowers, of St. Marys, OH.   She was 

preceded in death by her infant daughter, April.  Rebecca had attended Winchester High School.   She was a homemaker and 

enjoyed computers and was a Club Pogo fan.   She enjoyed riding motorcycles and cooking; she loved her grandchildren and 

spoiling those around her. Memorial services will be Tuesday, August 26, 2008 at the Miller Funeral Home, 1605 Celina Road, S t. 

Marys, OH.   Private family burial rites will be held at a later date. Memorial donations may be directed to the American Heart 

Association.  

 

BOWERS, William L. Bowers, Jr.  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

William L. Bowers, Jr., 63, of 401 East Pearl St., Wapakoneta, OH died Tuesday, March 3, 2009 at St. Ritaõs Medical Center, 

Lima, OH.  He was born May 25, 1945 in Dayton, OH, the son of William and Frances (Miller) Bowers, Sr.  He married Elnora J. 

McCarroll o n March 25, 1967; she survives at the residence.  He is survived by 1 son, Dennis Lee Bowers of Chattanooga, TN; 1 

daughter, Roberta (Charles) Vogt of Corssville, TN; 11 grandchildren; 5 great -grandchildren; 3 sisters, Ruth (Kenneth) Larrison 

of Vandalia, O H; Rose Cadwallader of Dayton, OH; Blanche (Michael) Smith of Clarksville, TN; and a brother - in- law, William 

Morris of Bellbrook, OH.  He was preceded in death by his parents; by 1 brother, Hilbert Bowers; by 1 sister, Effie Morris.  Bill 

retired from Holy R osary Catholic Church and School in St. Marys, OH, where he had been a maintenance man.   He enjoyed 

camping, fishing and making clay artwork. Funeral services for Mr. Bowers will be Friday, March 6, at Miller -Long and Folk 

Funeral Home, 314 West High Stree t, St. Marys, OH.   Private burial service will be held at a later date.    

 

BOWERSOCK, Betty A. Bowersock  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Betty A. Bower sock, 84, of 1321 Celina Road in St. Marys, OH died Wednesday January 25, 2012 at her residence.  She was born 

January 17, 1928 in St. Marys, OH to Ralph and Mary (Ruperd) McElroy.  On January 21, 1949 in Celina, OH she married Norman 

R. Bowersock, who died March 23, 2007.  She is survived by 1 son, Roger (Patty) Bowersock of Celina, OH; 3 grandsons, Roger 

(Christina) Bowersock, Jr. of Greenville, OH; Anthony Bowersock of Columbus, OH; Austin Bowersock of Celina, OH; 3 

granddaughters, Amanda Bowersock of San D iego, CA; Katie Collins of Celina, OH; April Olmstead of Sidney, OH; 5 great -

grandchildren: Elijah and Alexandra Olmstead, Natalie Downey, Josilyn Worten, Izzabelle Bowersock; 2 sisters, Marylou 

(Melvin) Schumann of Botkins, OH; Jerrilyn Temple of Celina, OH; 3 sisters - in-law: Marge McElroy of Monroe, IN; Esther 

McElroy of Bedford, IN; Jean Bowersock of Dayton, OH.  She was preceded in death by her parents; husband; 7 brothers: 



William, Walter Leroy, Robert, Leo, Ralph, Jr., Walter Lee and Edgar McElroy.   She was a homemaker.  Her favorite pastimes 

included reading and spending time with her grandchildren. Rites are scheduled Sunday January 29, 2012 at Miller Funeral Home  

1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 West Chapel) in St. Marys. Burial will follow at Resthaven M emory Gardens, near Moulton, OH.  

 

BOWERSOCK, Dorothy A. Bowersock  

(Abstracted from information received from June Spear)  

Dorothy A. Bowersock, age 82, died Feb. 5, 2012, at her residence. She was born Jan. 30, 1931, in Duchouquet Township, 

Auglaize County,  the daughter of Urban and Katherine Kreimas Metzger, who preceded her in death. On July 29, 1950, she 

married Harvey J. Bowersock, and he died Oct. 18, 2010. Other survivors include, eight children, Kathy Tatro of Lakeside, CA;  

Richard (Danita) Bowersock of Rifle, CO; Terry (Rose) Bowersock of Lawton, MI; Jim (Jane) Bowersock of Wapakoneta; Lanette 

(Tom) Norman of Russells Point; Paul (Debbie) Bowersock of Wilder, KY; Todd (Lisa) Bowersock of Richmond, IN; and Kay Wilges 

of Cridersville; 17 grandchildren a nd 27 great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by a son -in- law, Greg Wilges; a great -

grandchild, Natasha Bowersock; two sisters, Calista Lotridge and Barbara Webb; and two brothers Norbert and Robert 

Metzger. A bookkeeper, Mrs. Bowersock had worked f or Landmark, Uniopolis, and later had worked as an in home care aide. She 

was a member of the Wapakoneta Church of the Nazarene. She enjoyed making crafts, quilting, needle point and making 

Christmas gifts for the entire family. She especially enjoyed spen ding time with her family. Funeral services will be Saturday at 

Wapakoneta Church. Burial will be in Memorial Park Cemetery and Mausoleum in Lima, Ohio.  

 

BOWERSOCK, G. Harold Bowersock  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 3 July 2008)    

G. Harold "Bub" Bowersock, age 96, of rural Spencerville, died Wednesday, July 2, 2008, in the Roselawn Manor Nursing Home in  

Spencerville, where he had been a resident for one year. He  was born Sept. 22, 1911, in Salem Township, Auglaize County, a son 

of Grover and Viola McMillen Bowersock and they preceded him in death. On Oct. 5, 1932, he married Rea M. Shank and she 

survives. He is also survived by four children, William (Teresa) Bow ersock and James (Nancy) Bowersock, both of rural 

Spencerville; Carol Trice of Van Wert and Janet (Ken) Keiber of Fort Amanda; 10 grandchildren; 25 great -grandchildren; and a 

great -great -granddaughter; two brothers; and two sisters. He was also preceded in  death by two daughters, 4 -year -old Betty 

Lou and infant Helen Louise Bowersock; three brothers; and five sisters. Funeral services will be Monday, in the Thomas E. 

Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville. Burial will follow in the Spencerville Cemetery. Memo rial contributions may be directed to 

the Spencerville Ambulance Service.  

 

BOWERSOCK, Harry Frederick Bowersock  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 6 May 2008)    

Harry Frederick Bowersock, age 81 of Dayton, died Monday, May 5, 2008. He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Jean; a son 

and daughter - in- law, Stephen (Michel) Bowersock of Dayton; a granddaughter, Amanda L. ( Corey R.) Mutter of Raleigh, NC; a 

great -grand-daughter, Kathryn Nicole Mutter; a niece, Geraldine Norris and family; a  nephew, Jim Ennis and Jerry Anderson. 

He worked at Dayton Tire for 29 years and R & Z Vending. He was a veteran of the U.S. Navy and member of VFW Post 9927. 

He is also member of Hope United Methodist Church, Belmont OES Chapter 555, Alpha Lodge 729 F&AM,  Scottish Rite Valley 

of Dayton and Antioch Shrine. Funeral services will be Friday, at Tobias Funeral Home, Belmont Chapel, 648 Watervliet Ave. 

Burial will follow at Woodland Cemetery.  

 

BOWERSOCK, Jerry Bowersock  

(Abstracted from Schlosser Funeral Home, Wapakoneta, Ohio, 12 November 2015)  

Jerry Bowersock, age 72, of Wapakoneta died Thursday November 12, 2015 at Lima Memorial Health System, Lima. He was born 

on August 13, 1943 in St. Johns, OH to Delmar & Lucille J. (Dickson) Bowersock who preceded him in  death. On August 10, 1963 

he married Mary C. Carlson who survives in Wapakoneta. Survivors also include two sons; Jerry Allen (Laurie) Bowersock, Scott  

Anthony (Erin) Bowersock both of Wapakoneta, two granddaughters Brittany Bowersock, Rebecca Bowersock, two step -

granddaughters Aubrey Marvicsin, Alaina Fenton, two step -grandsons Joseph Norton, Benjamin Boyer, six sisters and two 

brothers Patricia (Donald) Burke, Wilma Hilty both of Wapakoneta, Nancy (Donald) Schimmoller of Delphos, Virginia (Raymond) 

Spolt man of Sidney, Carol (Dennis) Lucus, Linda (Dennis) Cotterman, Wayne (Marge Marlatt) Bowersock, John (Cindy) Bowersock 

all of Wapakoneta, numerous nieces and nephews and a brother - in- law James Steinke. He was preceded in death by three 

sisters; Alice (Earl ) Murray, Judy Steinke, Deb Steinke, a brother Richard Bowersock and a brother - in- law Larry Hilty Jr. 

Jerry began cutting grass at the Country Club in the late 50õs. He then joined the Navy. After being Honorably Discharged he 

worked at Peterson Constructi on and for the Wapakoneta City Schools as a custodian for 20 years. He was an avid dirt track 

race fan. He started setting up racecars along with Fred Carter at Wapak Iron and Metal. He and his wife, Mary started 

Bowersock Motorsports where both their sons  still currently race under. He was a member of the Eagles 691 and American 

Legion Post 330. He also worked at NAPA First Call Auto Supply, Wapakoneta and enjoyed coon hunting.   Funeral services will 

be Monday November 16, 2015 at Schlosser Funeral Home &  Cremation Services. Military rites will be performed by the V.F.W. 



Post 8445. Memorial contributions may be directed to DARF (Dayton Auto Racing Fans) 1361 Edinburgh Dr. Troy, OH 45373 for 

the injured driversõ fund or to the donorõs choice. 

 

BOWERSOCK, Marsh D. Bowersock  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 30 June 2009)    

Marsh D. Bowersock, age 84, of Wapakoneta, died Monday, June 29, 2009, at Lima Memorial Health System. He was born Jan. 

21, 1925, in Putnam County, a son of Columbus and Erdine (Dunlap) Bowersock, who preceded him in death. On June 30, 1945, he 

married Georgene A. Adams, and she died Aug. 11, 2008. He is survived by two children, Dianna J. (Lloyd) Epperly, Richard G. 

(Kris) Bowersock, both of Wapakoneta; four grandchi ldren, James A. (DeLynn) Epperly, Polly L. Ruedebusch, Luke (Jamie) 

Bowersock, Lindsay (Jeff) Quellhorst; six greatgrandchildren, Madison and Wesley Ruedebusch, Quinn Epperly, Ava and Mia 

Bowersock and Gavin Quellhorst; and 1 sister - in- law, Mary Bowersock,  Wapakoneta. He was preceded in death by a brother, 

Marvin L. Bowersock. A farmer, Mr. Bowersock worked as a welder with National Lime & Stone Co., Buckland. He most recently 

worked as transportation supervisor with Greve Chrysler, Wapakoneta. He was a soc ial member of the VFW Post 8445, and a 

member of the Auglaize County Fish and Game, both of Wapakoneta. He enjoyed watching sports, especially basketball and his 

grandchildren's sporting events. He also enjoyed fishing and hunting. Funeral services will be  Thursday at the Long and Folk 

Chapel, of Bayliff and Eley Funeral Home, 13 S. Blackhoof St., Wapakoneta. Burial will follow in the Buckland Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions may be directed to the charity of the donor's choice.  

 

BOWERSOCK, Max Bowersock  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 12 November 2010)   

Max Bowersock, age 86, of Spencerville, died Wednesday, Nov. 10, 2010, in his home following a sudden illness. He was born on  

Feb. 6, 1924, in Salem Township, the son of Grover and Vi ola (McMillen) Bowersock, and they preceded him in death. On July 6, 

1947, he married Dorothy Jane Kelly, and she preceded him in death on Nov. 15, 1989. He is survived by his four children, 

Kimberlie A. (Robert) Simindinger of Spencerville, Gregory M. Bow ersock of Columbus, Ronald E. Bowersock of Spencerville, 

Stewart B. (Peggy) Bowersock of Wapakoneta; seven grandchildren; eight great -grandchildren; a brother; two sisters and two 

sisters - in-law. He was also preceded in death by four brothers and five sist ers. He served in the United States Army in World 

War II. Funeral services will be Saturday in the Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville. Burial will follow in the 

Spencerville Cemetery with military rites by the VFW and American Legion Post 191 o f Spencerville. Memorial contributions may 

be directed to the Spencerville Veterans Park or the American Cancer Society.  

 

BOWERSOCK, Michael Bowersock  

DUBLIN ñ Michael G. Bowersock, age 56, of Dublin, Ohio, passed away unexpectedly on Sunday, March 13, 201 6 at Loyola 

Medical Center in Chicago, Illinois. Born in Lima, Ohio, Mike was a graduate of Lima Central Catholic High School, Class of 1 977. 

He received his B.A., Journalism degree from The Ohio State University  and his M.B.A., Finance degree from Franklin 

University. Mike enjoyed a 32 year career in broadcasting with television station s in Lima, Toledo, Detroit, MI and Columbus. 

Most recently, he served as a Public Information Officer with the Ohio National Guard. Mike was a devoted family man who 

adored his wife, four children and countless close friends. He loved broadcasting, but rep orting was much more than just a job. 

It was about connecting with people, listening to and telling their stories. He was compassionate and genuine with everyone h e 

met and spent much of his free time volunteering to make a difference in others' lives. He won numerous awards for reporting, 

was a talented chef and musician and loved playing with the Gladden Strummers. He was a man of faith who grew up in the 

Catholic Church and was a member of the United Church of Christ for 30 years. His spirit will live on  in all the lives he touched. 

Mike was preceded in death by his parents Bob and Ida Bowersock, his brother Bobby Bowersock and his sister - in- law Mary Lou 

Bowersock. He is survived by his beloved wife of nearly 30 years, Lisa Winegardner Bowersock, his chil dren Clinton Michael 

Bowersock of Oakland, CA, Thomas Ray Bowersock, James Davis Bowersock and Grace Margaret Bowersock, all of Dublin; his 

brother Bill Bowersock of Tampa, FL; the extended Bowersock, Winegardner and Paxton Families; and his many colleague s and 

friends. Mike and Lisa are faithful members of Dublin Community Church, United Church of Christ where Lisa serves as the 

Associate Minister. Family will receive friends from 2:00 -8:00p.m. FRIDAY at the RUTHERFORD FUNERAL HOME AT 

POWELL, 450 West Olen tangy Street, Powell, OH 43065 (614) -792 -1471. (The funeral home is located on W. Olentangy 

St./Powell Rd./SR 750 14 mile east of Sawmill Parkway.) A Celebration of Life Service for Mike will be held at 2:00p.m. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 19, 2016 at DUBLIN COMMUNITY  CHURCH, UCC, 81 West Bridge Street, Dublin, OH 43017 with 

Reverend Robert Tussing, officiating. Graveside burial services will be held 11:30  a.m. Monday, March 21, 2016 at Memorial P ark 

Cemetery, 3000 Harding Highway, Lima, OH 45804. In lieu of flowers, Rev. Robert Tussing and Dublin Community Church 

requests that memorial contributions may be made to either: The Mike Bowersock Memorial Account at any Fifth/Third Bank in 

Central Ohio, Lima or Detroit or Dublin Community Church Abiding Memorials Fund www.DublinCommunityChurch.org. (Memorial 

donation envelopes will be available at the funeral home and the church.)  

 

BOWERSOCK, Norman Bowersock  

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ohio-state/?personid=178066700&affiliateID=3311
http://www.dublincommunitychurch.org/


(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation  Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Norman Bowersock, 78, 1321 Celina Road, St. Marys, OH died Friday, March 23, 2007 at his residence following an extended 

illness. He was born May 28, 1928 in Buckland, OH, t he son of Lester and Mae (Zimmerman) Bowersock. He married Betty Ann 

McElroy on January 22, 1949; she survives at the residence. He is survived by a son Roger (Patty) Bowersock, of St. Marys, OH ; 

a brother, Harry (Jean) Bowersock, of Dayton, OH; six grandc hildren; and three great -grandchildren. He was preceded in death 

by his parents; by two brothers, Carl and Ed Bowersock; by two sisters, Anna McElroy and Isabelle Daniels. Norman attended 

Buckland High School.   He retired from Goodyear Tire and Rubber Comp any in St. Marys after 45 years of service. He was a 

member of Eagle Lodge 767 in St. Marys, OH.   He was a fan of western movies. He loved outdoor activities, especially fishing 

and hunting.  He was a devoted family man who always expressed a positive poin t of view. Funeral services will be held 10:00 a.m. 

Thursday, March 29, 2007 at the Miller Funeral Home, 1605 Celina Road, St. Marys, OH.   Burial will follow at Resthaven Memory 

Gardens. The family respectfully requests that due to health concerns, friends  send memorial donations in lieu of flowers.  

 

BOWERSOCK, Rea M. Bowersock  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð December 21, 2011)   

Rea M. Bowersock, age 95, of rural Spencerville, died Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2011, at St. Ritaõs Medical Center. She was born on April 

25, 1916, in Union Township, the daughter of Isaac and Pearl Irelan Shank, and they preceded her in death. On Oct. 5, 1932, s he 

married G. Harold Bowersock, and he preceded her in death on July 2, 2008. She is survived by 4 children , William òBilló 

(Teresa) Bowersock and James òJimó (Nancy) Bowersock, both of rural Spencerville, Carol Trice of Van Wert and Janet (Ken) 

Keiber of Fort Amanda; 10 grandchildren; 28 great -grandchildren; 2 great -great -grandchildren; 2 sisters - in-law; and 1 brother -

in- law. She was preceded in death by two daughters, Betty Lou and infant Helen Louise Bowersock; and five siblings. Funeral 

services will be Friday in the Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville. Burial will follow in Spencerville Cemetery.  

Memorial contributions may be made to the Kossuth -Zion United Methodist Church.  

 

BOWERSOCK, Robert L. Bowersock  

(Abstracted from information received from June Spear)  

Robert L. Bowersock, age 84 of Wapakoneta, went to be with his Lord and Savior Monday, M arch 7, 2016 at Auglaize Acres 

Nursing Home, Wapakoneta. He was born November 21, 1931 'on the kitchen table, between the mashed potatoes and gravy' in 

Logan Township, Ohio; to the late Lewis Vere Bowersock and Carolyn F. Zerkle Bowersock. On September 5, 1954 he married 

Dorothy Ann McDonald who preceded him in death on February 2, 2008. Mr. Bowersock retired after 25 years from 

Spencerville Trim Trends and was a member of the Meadowbrook Baptist Church. Two of his great joys, was spending time with 

his fam ily and church family. Survivors include 3 sons - Michael A. (Kit) Bowersock of Wapakoneta; William J. (April) Bowersock 

of Wapakoneta; Charles A. (Susan) Bowersock of Wapakoneta; a daughter -  Judith D. (Anthony) Hartzler of Bellefontaine; 15 

grandchildren ; 13 great grandchildren with 2 on the way; 2 sisters - Jenny Spacht of Cridersville and Norma Green of Buckland; 

and 2 sisters - in- law - Joan Bowersock of Lima and Chris McDonald of Celina. He was preceded in death by 2 brothers - Ralph 

Bowersock and Richard Bowersock; 3 sisters - Eunice Ritter, Lila Bowersock, and Lois Posey. Funeral services will be Thursday, 

March 10, 2016 at Bayliff & Son Funeral Home, Cridersville. Burial will follow in Buckland Cemetery. Memorial contributions m ay 

be made to Meadowbro ok Baptist Church.  

 

BOWERSOCK, Roger A. Bowersock  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 2 April 2015)     

Roger A. Bowersock, age 63, of 11398 State Route 364, St. Marys, died suddenly Tuesday, March 31, 2015, in the emergency 

department of Joint Township District Memorial Hospital in St. Marys. He was born on Oct. 28, 1951, in Lima, the son of 

Norman and Bett y (McElroy) Bowersock, who preceded him in death. He married Patty Fletcher on Oct. 26, 1996, in St. Marys, 

and she survives at the residence. He is also survived by his children, including Roger (Christina) Bowersock Jr. of Greenvil le; 

April (Benji Mihm) Olmstead of St. Marys; Anthony Bowersock of Columbus; Amanda (Jon) Vale of San Diego, CA, and Austin 

Bowersock of St. Marys; his stepchildren, including Amy (Mike) Clingman of Norwalk; Derek Hughes of Piqua; Adam Smith of 

Piqua; Katie Collins of St. Marys;  his 7 grandchildren Josie, Izzy, Elijah, Alexandra, Natalie, Michael, and Ayden; by his 6 step -

grandchildren Dalton, Brenden, Jessica, Kayla, Christian and Xavier. He was preceded in death by his parents. Roger was a 197 0 

graduate of St. Marys Memorial Hi gh School. He served in the US Army from 1971 -73. He had worked at Huffy Manufacturing 

Company and retired from Copeland in Sidney. He was currently employed as a motor carrier for The Evening Leader in St. 

Marys. Roger loved playing softball and attending  auto races. He assisted his son at Rocketship Sports Management Company. 

He was always willing to help with fundraising, especially for Toys for Tots . The joy of his life was spending time with his family. 

Funeral rites will be Tuesday at the Miller Funeral Home, 1605 Celina Road, St. Marys. Burial, with military honors, will fol low at 

Resthaven Memory Gardens. Memorial gifts may be given to Toys for Tots .   

 

BOWLBY, Janice E. Bowlby  

https://givalike.org/dm/Roger%20A.%20Bowersock/R/3009831/Nonprofit-Directory/Nonprofit/203021444/Marine-Toys-for-Tots-Foundation?eqg=1
https://givalike.org/dm/Roger%20A.%20Bowersock/R/3009831/Nonprofit-Directory/Nonprofit/203021444/Marine-Toys-for-Tots-Foundation?eqg=1


(Ab stracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 23 December 

2015)   

Janice E. Bowlby, age 85, of Celina, passed away Wednesday, Dec. 23, 2015 at Celina Manor Nursing Home.  She was born June 

7, 1930 near Rockford, to the late Lloyd & Zedna (Boice) Canary. Janice and Clarence A. Bowlby were married on Oct. 25, 1950, 

and he preceded her in death on July 24, 2005.  She is survived by their 4 children: Deborah Hole, Don (Rhonda) Bowlby, 

Beverly (Steven) S tansbury and Kelly (Tami) Bowlby; 1 sister: Letha Hight, 1 sister - in-law: Marjorie Canary, and 1 brother - in-

law: Bob Weitz, all of Celina. Also surviving are twelve grandchildren: Travis Hole, Brent (Wendy) Hole, Trent Hole, Kaci (Jo hn) 

Taylor, Felicia Cot tman, Nick Cottman, Emily Bowlby, Ariel Edwards, Devon Stansbury, Haylie Bowlby, Kyler Bowlby and Taryn 

Bowlby, and ten great grandchildren: Jacob Hole, Abigail Taylor, Allie Taylor, Natalie Taylor, Nyah Fitzgerald, Maddox 

Fitzgerald, Lexi Cottman, Brenden  Cottman, Lydia Cottman and Nilah Melendez. She was preceded in death by a son -in- law, 

David Hole, a brother & two sisters: Darlene Canary, Naomi Painter and Imogene Menchhofer, brothers - in- law: Harold Painter, 

Cletus Jr. Menchhofer and Elmer Hight, and a sister - in-law: Evelyn Weitz. A homemaker, Janice had worked at Celina Insurance 

Group and Huffy Bicycles. She was a 1948 graduate of Rockford High School, and a member of St. John Lutheran Church, 

Celina. Janice enjoyed gardening and collecting dolls. Fune ral Services will be Tuesday, Dec. 29, at W.H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth 

Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow at Swamp College Cemetery, Celina. Memorial Contributions may be made to State of 

the Heart Hospice.  

 

BOWLES, Charles Bowles Jr.  

(Abstracted fro m the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 28 January 2010)    

Charles Bowles Jr. (Beau Jack), age 73, died Monday, Jan. 25, 2010. On Nov. 21, 1964, he married Elizabeth (Betty) Smith, she  

preceded him in death Jan. 26, 2005. He is survived by his daughters, Kathy Drummond, Kristine Thomas; grandchildren, Jason 

Slone, Kelly Peters, Kristina Slone, Mitch Thomas, Ali Spealman and 12 great -grandchildren. He was also preceded in death by 

his son, Kim Smith. He lived in Arizona for the last eight years of his life.  He was a long time member of the VFW hall in St. 

Marys, retired from New Idea after 44 years of service, and a member of the Wayne Street United Methodist Church. He 

enjoyed watching the St. Marys Roughriders, having friends and family to his home for spe cial occasions and taking care of his 

family. He was and still is a caring husband, father and grandfather. No memorial service at this time but please join the fa mily 

in celebrating his life.  

 

BOWLING, Frances Bowling  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Frances òFrankieó Bowling, 73, of 125 East Bank Road in St. Marys, OH died Friday May 25, 2012 at St. Ritaõs Medical Center in 

Lima, OH. She was born July 17, 1938 in Wayland, KY to Roy and Sarah (Banks) Lykins. On July 20, 1957 in Rockholds, KY she 

married Frank Bowling, who survives. She is also survived by 2 sons, Mike (Denise) Bowling of Mendon, OH; Tim (Karen) Bowling  

of St. Marys, OH; 1 daughter, Cindy  (David) Gayer of St. Marys, OH; 5 grandchildren; 6 great -grandchildren; 1 sister, Florence 

(Jerry) Like of Napolean, OH. She was preceded in death by her parents, Roy and Sarah Lykins and her sister, Janice Chiles -

Vogan. She was a 1955 graduate of Wayland  High School in Wayland, KY. She was a retired production employee for the 

Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. in St. Marys. Previously, she worked at Hayes -Albion Corp. in Spencerville, OH and the pickle 

factory in Celina, OH. She was a member of Only Believe Mini stries in Botkins, OH.   Frankie will be remembered as a devoted 

wife, mother and grandmother. Rites are scheduled Thursday May 31, 2012 at Miller Funeral Home 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 

West Chapel) in St. Marys. Burial will follow at Elm Grove Cemetery in  St. Marys.   The family wishes to express their sincere 

appreciation for the exceptional treatment given to Frankie by the health care workers of JTDM Hospital in St. Marys and 

especially, the staff of ICU at St. Ritaõs Medical Center in Lima, OH. 

 

BOWLING , Nanette Bowling  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Nanette òNanó Bowling, 79, of 8080 State Route 703, Celina, OH, died Wednesday, December 25, 2013, at Joint Township 

District Memorial Hospital in St. Marys, OH following a brief illness. She was born November 13, 1934, in St. Marys, OH, the 

daughter of Thomas and Gertrude (Ruffing) White, Jr.  She married  Dr. John F. Bowling, M.D., on August 24, 1957, an d he 

survives at the residence. She is survived by her eight children: 5 sons, Daniel (Sherri) Bowling; Frederick (Deb) Bowling; D avid 

(Shelley) Bowling; Thomas (Patti) Bowling all four of Cincinnati, OH; Gregory Bowling of Hamilton, OH; 3 daughters, Joan (Ted) 

Binzer of Centerville, OH; Anne (Mike) Henkle of Wooster, OH; Susan Bowling of Cincinnati, OH; 15 grandchildren; and 1 great -

grandchild.  She is also survived by 2 sisters: Joan (Larry) Fortman of Charlotte, NC; Kathy (Tom) Ansley of Springfield, OH;  2 

sisters - in-law, Mary Durbin of Highland, IL; Jane Gariety of Knoxville, TN; 2 brothers - in- law, Don (Mary Beth) Bowling of 

Indianapolis, IN; Dick (Penny) Bowling of Indianapolis, IN. She was preceded in death by her parents; by a brother, Thomas 

White II I and by a sister - in- law, Anne Rick. Nan was a 1952 graduate of St. Marys Memorial High School, and a 1956 graduate 



of Mt. St .Joseph College, Cincinnati, OH, with a BS in Nursing. She was a nurse at Joint Township District Memorial 

Hospital.  Nanõs passion in life was her family. She and her husband love spending time with their children and grandchildren. She 

also enjoyed flower gardening, traveling and golfing. She will be remembered as a very kind person who was a joy to be around . 

She was a lifelong mem ber of Holy Rosary Catholic Church in St. Marys, OH. Mass of Christian Burial will be Monday, December 

30, 2013, at Holy Rosary Catholic Church in St. Marys, OH. Burial will follow at Gethsemane Cemetery.  Memorial gifts may be 

given to either Friends of H oly Rosary or for Mass Intentions at Holy Rosary Catholic Church.  

 

BOWSHER, Betty M. Bowsher  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð September 9, 2013 ) 

Betty M. Bowsher, age 89, of rural Spencerville, died Sunday, Sept. 8, 2013, at St. Rita's Medical Center in Lima, following a 

short illness. She was born on Nov. 25, 1923, in Amanda Township, Allen County, a daughter of Clarence H. and Blanche M. Coon  

Boyer, who preceded her in death. On June 23, 1944, she married Kenneth E. Bowsher, who  died on Feb. 21, 1984. Surviving are 

3 children, Terry   E. Bowsher of Spencerville, Shannon M. (Leslie) Kubinski of Wapakoneta and Linda S. (Jon) Johnston of Lima; 

1 granddaughter; 3 great -grandchildren; and 1 sister - in- law. She was preceded in death by f our siblings; and four in - laws. 

Funeral services will be Thursday in the Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville. Burial will follow in the Maplewood 

Cemetery, East of Spencerville. Memorials may be made to the Spencerville Ambulance Service.  

 

BOWSH ER, Eldon D. Bowsher  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð February 24, 2014)  

Eldon D. Bowsher, age 91, of Wapakoneta, died Friday, Feb. 21, 2014, at Wapakoneta Manor Nursing Home.  He was born on Oct. 

23, 1922, in Lima, to Pearl and Clara  Marie Puschel Bowsher.  He married Jean M. Naumburg on June 11, 1945, and she survives 

in Wapakoneta. Mr. Bowsher had been a clerk at Teledyne and had also been a carpenter and farmer. He was a member of 

Buckland United Church of Christ, where he had held  many offices. He was a member of the Auglaize County Farm Bureau and a 

former board member of the Buckland School District. He enjoyed fishing and being outdoors. Additional survivors include 1 

son, Craig (Barbara) Bowsher of St. Marys; 2 daughters, Kathl een (David) Macwhinney of Celina and Patricia (Michael) Kohrn of 

Jackson,TN; son -in- law Randy Swink of The Villages, FL; 8 grandchildren, Kraig; Kim; Tamara; Todd; Heather; Brandon; Kelly and 

Bryan; 15 great -grandchildren; a sister, Alice Kellerman of Buck land and a sister - in- law, Annabelle Bowsher of Wapakoneta. He 

was preceded in death by a daughter, Lora Swink and a brother, Robert Bowsher. The funeral will be Thursday at the funeral 

home. Burial will follow in Buckland Cemetery. Memorial contributions m ay be given to Buckland United Church of Christ or to St. 

Ritaõs Hospice. Bayliff and Son Funeral Home, Cridersville was in charge of the arrangements. 

 

BOWSHER, Leo Bowsher Jr.  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home s of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 13 November 

2015)    

Leo Bowsher Jr., age 90, of Bluffton, OH (formerly of Celina) passed away on Friday, Nov. 13, 2015 at Richland Manor Nursing 

Home, near Bluffton. He was born Oct. 17, 1925 in Hammond, IN, the son of the la te Leo & Ruth Bowsher Sr.  Leo and Margaret 

E. (Best) May were married on Apr. 19, 1963, and she preceded him in death on Oct. 16, 2007. He is survived by his step -

children: Paul & Pamela May of Kingsburg, CA, Harold & Mary May of Lima, OH and Carol & Davi d Crider of Bluffton, IN, and 9 

grandchildren, 19 great -grandchildren and 12 great -great grandchildren. Leo was preceded in death by his brother, Bill Bowsher. 

A Veteran of the U.S. Army, Leo served in the European Theatre during WWII. He fought in the Bat tle of the Bulge in the 

Ardennes Forest. He suffered from frozen feet during the battle, and sent to England for six weeks to recover, then was 

returned to combat in the same battle. Recently, Leo was able to travel on an Honor Flight to Washington DC to v isit the 

National World War II Memorial, along with fellow veterans. After his return from the service, Leo worked at Westinghouse, 

and drove a Yellow Cab in Lima, and was employed at the Lima -Allen County Home. He then worked for many years at CTS in 

Berne, IN. Following his retirement, Leo was a delivery man for Pullman Bay Restaurant in Celina. While living in Celina, Leo had  

attended the Celina Church of the Nazarene, and attended the Beaverdam Church of Christ while residing in the Bluffton area. 

He had also served as Superintendent of the Church of the Nazarene in Berne for several years. Leo loved the grandkids, and 

would give them a quarter to comb his hair, which they thought was great. He enjoyed fishing, and traveling to visit family. He 

also liked to attend local baseball and softball games, following area high school, church, and college teams. Funeral Services on 

Tuesday, November 17 th at the Celina Church of the Nazarene, 900 Fairground Road. Burial will take place at Mercer Memory 

Gardens, Celina, with Military Rites conducted by Celina VFW Post #5713 and American Legion Post #210. Memorial 

Contributions may be made to the Celina Church of the Nazarene.   

 

BOWSHER, Margaret E. Bowsher  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Former Celina resident Margaret E. Bowsher, age 87, died Oct. 16, 2007, at Richland Manor Nursing Home, Bluffton. She was 

born March 17, 1920, in Columbus Grove, to Roy and Ella Amstutz Best. On Nov. 28, 1940,  she married Francis May, who died 



Nov. 17, 1964. On April 19, 1963, she married Leo J. Bowsher, who survives in Bluffton.  Other survivors are 2 sons, Paul 

(Pamela) May, of Kingsburg, CA, and Harold (Mary) May, of Lima; 1 daughter, Carol (David) Crider, o f North Vernon, IN; 9 

grandchildren, 19 great -grandchildren and 2 great -great -grandchildren.  Deceased is a brother, Arthur Best. She had worked at 

CTS in Berne, IN, Ohio Mushroom and the Allen County Home, at Lima. A 1938 graduate of Bluffton High School in Ohio, she 

was a member of Celina First Church of the Nazarene and a former member of the Nazarene Church, Berne, where she was a 

Bible school assistant. She also attended the Church of Christ in Beaverdam. Services are Saturday at the Celina church. Bur ial 

is at Mercer Memory Gardens, Celina. Contributions can be made to the Celina church.  

 

BOWSHER, Ruth E. Bowsher  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð July 24, 2013 ) 

Ruth E. Bowsher, age 87, of rural Spencerville, died Tuesday, July 23,  2013, in the Roselawn Manor Nursing Home in 

Spencerville. Funeral arrangements are incomplete at the Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville.  

 

BOYD, Rick Boyd  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð March 7, 2013 ) 

Rick òTinyó Boyd, age 47, of Spencerville, died on Tuesday, March 5, 2013, at his residence.  He was born on Oct. 9, 1965, in St. 

Marys.  He was the son of William Sr. and Jeanne (Lehman) Boyd.  On June 11, 2011, he married Melissa (Smith -Walker) Boyd, 

who survives in Spencerville.  Also surviving are his stepchildren, Ashley Beck, Collin Walker and Madison Walker, all of St. 

Marys, and Justin and Tyler Vonenburger, whom he raised as his own; his sister, Diane Boyd of Minster; 1 brother Ken (Rhonda)  

Boyd of New Bremen; 4 gran dchildren, Alyssa and Wyatt Beck, Leland Vondenburger and Aceton Parson. He was preceded in 

death by his parents and his brothers, William Boyd Jr. and Don Boyd. Rick was a member of the ABATE ð Region 3, the Chained 

Eagles of Ohio, he was a former Boy Sco ut leader, a gun enthusiast, and was a self - taught guitar player, which led to him being 

the lead guitarist and singer in the bands òMad Hattersó and òBad Habit.ó He had a passion for motorcycles and loved cooking 

and spending time with his family and frie nds.  He had been a chef at Rustic Haven of St. Marys and at the American Legion 

Post of Sidney. A memorial service will be Friday at the Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home in New Bremen.  Inurnment will be at a 

later date in the German Protestant Cemetery, New Bremen.  In lieu of flowers, contributions may be given to the family in 

memory of Rick.    

 

BOYER, Barry E. Boyer  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Barry E. Boyer, 62, of 03366 Lock Two Road, New Bremen, OH, died Saturday, September 26, 2009, at the Cleveland Clinic 

Foundation in Cleveland, OH, following a brief illness. He was born March 4, 1947, in Urbana, OH, the son of Dorothy Boyer. H e 

married Jo ann Wittenbrink on September 6, 1969; she survives at the residence. He is also survived by his daughter, Paula 

(John) Parlett of New Bremen; by 4 grandchildren: Morgen, Noah, Mariah and Aliyah Parlett; by his father - in- law, Edwin 

Wittenbrink of New Bremen ; an aunt, Phyllis Cox of New Bremen; and a brother - in- law, Tom (Pat) Wittenbrink of Wapakoneta. 

He was preceded in death by his mother. Barry was a 1966 graduate of New Bremen High School and RETS Electronics 

Institute. He was a veteran of the United Stat es Air Force. He was employed as a Service Product Manager at Crown Equipment 

Company in New Bremen.  Barry was an emergency medical technician and was a charter member of the New Bremen Emergency 

Medical Service. He enjoyed bowling, fishing, gardening, an d repairing electronic equipment. He was a member of American 

Legion Post 241 in New Bremen. He liked playing with his dogs, working and spending time with his four grandchildren. Funeral  

rites will be held Wednesday, September 30, 2009, at the Faith Allia nce Church in New Bremen. Private family burial rites will 

be held. Memorial donations may be made to New Bremen EMS; Faith Alliance Church or the Gideons.  

 

BRACKMAN, Heather Jean Brackman   

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 30 November 2013)  

Heather Jean Brackman, age 38, of Fort Rucker, AL,  passed away Monday, Nov. 25, 2013, at the Flowers Hospital in Dothan, AL. 

She was born on Sept. 26, 1975, in Celina, to Bradley Scot and Peggy Jean (Knous) Hull of Celina. On Oct. 25, 1994, she marri ed 

Todd J. Brackman, who lives in Fort Rucker, AL. Also surviving is her son, Ethan Brackman, brother, two grandmothers and her 

mother - in- law and father - in- law. She was preceded in death by two grandfathers. Funeral services will be Monday at the 

Lehman-Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home. Memorial contributions ma y be made to Ethan Brackman's college fund, or to a 

charity of the donor's choice.  

 

BRACKMAN, Richard H. Brackman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð November 30, 2012 )  

Richard H. Brackman, age 90, of 1528 State Route 716, Maria Stein, died Wednesday, Nov. 28, 2012, at Heritage Manor Nursing 

Center. He was born on June 6, 1922, in Maria Stein to Vincent H. Brackman and Rosa E. Bohman, who preceded him in death. On 

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/14A676CD9D07C728-14A676CD9D07C728%3F


Jan. 24, 1987, he married Barbara Cornell and she survives in Maria Stein.  He is also survived by his stepchildren, Cynthia 

(Mark) Briggs of St. Marys, Laureen (Randall) Lininger of St. Marys, Kent E. Cornell of Edgerton and Nathan Cornell of White 

Bear Lake, MN; 3 step -grandchildren, Morgan Brown, Angie Lininger and Derek Linin ger; two step -great -grandchildren, Riley 

Benoit and Lilyaunna Benoit; 1 brother Ivo (Jean) Brackman of Maria Stein; 1 sister - in- law Julie Brackman of Troy; and his 

mother - in- law Julia Eggleston of St. Marys. He was preceded in death by a brother, Victor Br ackman, an infant brother Linus 

and an infant sister, Marie. He was a member of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Maria Stein, the American Legion of 

Maria Stein, and the VFW Chickasaw, and the Steelworkers Union. He was employed at New Idea for 38 y ears, and at Maria 

Stein Grain. He was a veteran of  World War II, a Staff Sergeant in the 717 Army Tank Battalion and drove Sherman E8 

Widetrack Tanks. Mass of Christian Burial will be Tuesday at St. John the Baptist Church. Burial will follow at St. John 

Cemetery in Maria Stein with full military honors. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster is handling the arrangements.  

 

BRADEN, James D. Braden  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.mil lerfuneralhomes.net/)  

James D. Braden, 19, of 104 Second Street, New Bremen, OH, died Friday, February 5, 2010, at the Ross Heart Hospital in 

Columbus, OH, after a sudden illness. He was born July 9, 1990, in St. Marys, the son of Jonathan and Diane (Bower man) Braden. 

His father survives in New Bremen, and his mother Diane Bowerman Perry survives in Celina. He is also survived by his two 

sisters: Nicole Braden of Celina; Stephanie Braden of Greenville, SC; by his maternal grandparents: Donald and Donna Bowe rman 

of Minster; by his aunts and uncles: Debera (John) Chapman of Indianapolis; Dorothy (Lester) Dunlap of Maumee, OH; Robert 

Braden, Jr. of Lorain, OH; Susan Braden Day of Charlotte, NC; Chuck (Judy) Braden of New Knoxville; Deb Braden of 

Charleston, SC;  Beth Braden Schoffner of Sidney, OH; by a niece, Lita Braden; by numerous nieces and nephews. He was 

preceded in death by his paternal grandparents, Robert and Joyce Braden. James was a 2009 graduate of Wapakoneta High 

School, where he had been an active member of the band., He played the saxophone. He enjoyed hanging out with his friends, 

playing video games and rooting for the University of Michigan Wolverines sports teams. Funeral rites will be held Friday, 

February 12, 2010, at the Miller -Long and Folk Funeral Home, 314 West High Street, St. Marys. Burial will follow at Pilger Ruhe 

Cemetery in New Knoxville, where James will be buried with his grandparents.  Memorial donations may be directed to the 

Wapakoneta High School Band.  

 

BRADEN, Jonathan H. Braden 

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 4 April 2016)    

Jonathan H. Braden, age 55, of New Bremen, died on Friday, March 25, 2016.  He was born in Ashtabula and graduated from 

Edgewood High School.  He is survived by two daughters Ni cole Braden of Celina, and Stephanie Braden of Easley, SC; by his 

granddaughters Lita and Clara and by his grandson Kody. He is also survived by two sons, Joshua and Zakery Braden of Dayton, 

TX. Surviving siblings are his sister Susan Day, Charlotte, NC; h is brother Chuck (Judy) Braden of New Knoxville; his sister 

Debbie Braden of Ashtabula, and his sister Beth (John) Schoffner of Sidney. Jon is preceded in death by his mother and 

father Joyce and Robert Braden, his son James Braden and his brother Robert B raden Jr.  Jon had a high interest in 

technology and the vast platform of the video game industry. Any questions you would have about most gaming technology, he 

would usually have a helpful answer.  Private family services were held. Burial, with graveside military honors, took place at Pilger 

Ruhe Cemetery, in New Knoxville.  Arrangements by Vornholt -Miller Funeral Home in New Knoxville.  

 

BRADFORD, Arthur J. Bradford  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 29 November 2008)    

Arthur J. Brad ford, age 77, 1469 James Drive, Celina, died Nov. 26, 2008, at Hospice of Cincinnati in Cincinnati. He was born 

June 8, 1931, in Cleveland, a son of Arthur J. and Rose K. (Tenebria) Bradford, and they preceded him in death. On Feb. 24, 

1951, he married Pat ricia L. Granger and she survives at the residence. He is survived by two sons, Kevin R. Bradford of 

Cottonwood, AZ, Kim D. (Jill) Bradford of Cincinnati and 2 grandchildren. He was also preceded in death by a daughter, Kelly R. 

Bollinger. He served his co untry in the United States Army during the Korean War. Funeral services will be Monday at Cisco 

Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow at North Grove Cemetery in Celina. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be 

directed to Celina Area Visiting  Nurses and Hopsice. Services.  

 

BRADFORD, Everett E. Bradford  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 15 December 2008)    

Everett E. Bradford, age 74, of rural Wapakoneta, died Friday, Dec. 12, 2008, at his residence. He was born Sept. 17, 1934, in 

Auglaize County, near St. Marys, a son of Willis and Beulah (Now) Bradford and they preceded him in death. On June 9, 1990, h e 

married Becky Williams, and she survives. He is also survived by a son, Rex (Bonnie) Bradford of St. Marys; a granddaugh ter, 

Heather Bradford; three stepchildren, J. T. Schlenker of Wapakoneta, Amy (Shawn) Thompson of Wapakoneta, Robin (Brian) 

Clay of Van Wert; six step -grandchildren; three step -great -grandchildren; a brother, Paul (Ruth) Bradford of Wapakoneta; a 



sister, W avalene (Myron) Opperman of New Knoxville; many nieces and nephews. He was also preceded in death by a son, Eugene 

Bradford, and an infant sister, Esther Bradford. A lifetime farmer, Mr. Bradford retired from Superior Tube Company, 

Wapakoneta. He had also worked at the Copeland Corporation, Sidney. He was a member of the Fraternal Order of the Eagles, 

Aerie 691 in Wapakoneta. He was also an avid NASCAR fan and enjoyed watching football. Funeral services will be held at 11 

a.m., Tuesday, at the Buckland Unit ed Church of Christ. Burial is to follow in the Buckland Cemetery. Bayliff and Eley Funeral 

Home, Ohio 501, Wapakoneta is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed to the Buckland United 

Church of Christ or the charity of the donor' s choice. 

 

BRADFORD, Patricia L. Bradford  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð January 10, 2012 )   

Patricia L. Bradford, age 80, of West Chester, formerly of 1469 James Drive, Celina, died Sunday, Jan. 8, 2012, at Chesterwoo d 

Village in West Chester. She was born on Sept. 10, 1931, in Celina, to Basil and Jessie (Merinar) Granger, and they preceded her 

in death. On Feb. 24, 1951, she married Arthur J. Bradford, and he preceded her in death on Nov. 26, 2008. She is survived by  

2 sons, Kevin R. Bradford of Cottonwood, AZ, and Kim D. (Jill) Bradford of West Chester; 2 grandsons; 1 brother; and 2 sister s. 

She was preceded in death by a daughter, Kelly Bollinger. Funeral services will be Wednesday at the Lehman -Hogenkamp-

Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in North Grove Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to Hospice of  

Southwest Ohio.   

 

BRADFORD, Ruth I. Hughes Bradford   

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 11 December 2014) 

Ruth I. (Hughes) Bradford, age 90, of Wapak oneta, died Wednesday Dec. 10, 2014, at St. Rita's Medical Center, Lima, 

surrounded by her family. She was born July 12, 1924, in Auglaize County, the daughter of Frank and Minnie (Trunk) Whetstone,  

who preceded her in death. On Feb. 24, 1945, she married Karl J. Hughes, Jr., and he died Feb. 8, 1993. Then on June 10, 1995, 

she married Paul L. Bradford, and he survives. Other survivors include three children David G. (Sondra) Hughes of St. Marys; 

Cynthia A. (Richard) Whitling of Apison, TN, James K. (Myra) Hughes of St. Marys, three stepchildren, Gary P. (Barbara) 

Bradford of New Knoxville, Linda L. (Larry) Lee and LouAnn Egbert both of Wapakoneta. She is also survived by her 

grandchildren Rob (Brenda) Hughes, Mindy (James) Krieg, Ryan (Memori) Hughes, Wendy  (Jason) Hedrick, Chad (Betsy) Meyer, 

Elizabeth Reinsel, Jonathan (Ashley) Meyer, Samantha (Bryan) Bowman, Jeff (Karrie) Hughes, and Josh (Jessica) Hughes, her 

step -grandchildren, Jamie (Zac) Cameron, Teresa (Jake) Fruchey, Jeff (Kim) Lee, and Diane (Mike)  Voisin, her great -

grandchildren Ashley and Mallory Howe, Levi, Logan, Cole, and Gracie Hughes, Gavin and Lanie Hedrick, Brandon Meyer, Whitney 

Meyer and fiancée Jared McDaniel, Kayli, Kendyl, Kynzie, and Sheldon Meyer; Kollin Bowman Grady, Trent, Kalli & Rylan Hughes. 

She is also survived by her step -great grandchildren Jackson and Charlotte Fruchey, Cassandra (Jake) Reed, Katrina (Dylan) 

Jeanneret, Marcus Lee, and Zachary Voisin; Saige and Avery Cameron, a great -great grandson, Beau McDaniel and step -great 

great grandsons Colton Reed, Kristopher and Matthew Schroer. She was preceded in death by granddaughter, Dawn Hughes, a 

grandson, Jamey Hughes, a son-in- law, Fred Egbert, two brothers, Eldon and Gerald Whetstone, and a sister, Frances Thuman. A 

homemaker, Ruth had worked at Goodyear Tire and Rubber, St. Marys, Fisher Cheese Co., and Diegel Canning Factory, both of 

Wapakoneta. She was a member of the Buckland United Church of Christ, Buckeye Farm Antiques, and the Good Sam Camping 

Club. She enjoyed camping, attending tractor shows and flea markets, wintering in Florida, and watching talent shows on TV. 

Funeral services will be Monday at the Bayliff and Eley Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Rt. 501, Wapakoneta. Burial is 

to follow in the Greenlawn Ce metery, Wapakoneta. Memorial contributions may be directed to the Buckland United Church of 

Christ, St. Rita's Hospice, or the charity of the donor's choice.  

 

BRADING, Charles Richard Brading  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 3 October 2016)    

Charles Richard Brading, age 81, of Wapakoneta, died Friday, Sept. 30, 2016, at Celina Manor. He was the only child of Richar d 

and Florence Schemmel Brading, born on Feb. 19, l935. H e was a veteran of the United States Army. Charlie is survived by his 

wife Sandra (Berry) Brading, whom he married on June 28, 1963, and their three children and seven grandchildren: William 

(Maria) Brading, Sarah (Derek Bauer) and Amanda (Jason Lockwood);  and Addison and Chloe Lockwood, Charlie, Henry and 

Madeline Bauer and Karson and Greyson Brading. A 1953 graduate of Blume High School in Wapakoneta, Charlie was a graduate 

of Ohio Northern University School of Pharmacy class of 1957. After graduation, Ch arlie went to work for his father at Rhine 

and Brading Pharmacy in Wapakoneta and purchased the store from him in 1971. Through the years, he was active in the 

Northwest Ohio Pharmaceutical Association, serving as president in 1969. He was a member of the Ohio State Pharmaceutical 

Association, National Association of Retail Druggists, National Association of Boards of Pharmacy and American Association of  

Consultant Pharmacists. In 1976, he was appointed to the Ohio State Board of Pharmacy by Governor Rhodes  and served 

through 1984; serving as president 1979 -80. For his work in the profession of Pharmacy, he received the Beal Award, the Ohio 

Retailer of the Year Award in 1978, and the Bowl of Hygeia Award 1973. In 1993, he was recognized as a Distinguished Al umni 

of Ohio Northern University, and in 2008 received a Distinguished Alumni Award from the School of Pharmacy at that 

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/15228486682D6680-15228486682D6680%3F


institution. He was proud to be a lifelong resident of Wapakoneta and spent much of his working life promoting and serving hi s 

community. In 1969, he served as the general chairman of the Neil Armstrong Homecoming Committee. He was a Director of 

Bank One, member of the Wapakoneta Rotary Club (president 1971) and a Paul Harris Fellow, member of the Greenlawn 

Cemetery Association, serving as  president for several years; member of the Board of Directors of the Wapakoneta Industrial 

Development Corporation, past president of the Wapakoneta Country Club, and former member of the Board of Directors of 

the Wapakoneta Area Chamber of Commerce. He w as a member of Hamer Lodge 167 Free and Accepted Masons, a member of 

the Scottish Rite Valley of Dayton, Antioch Shrine, Eagles Lodge Aerie 691 and the former Elks Lodge Chapter 1170. He 

enjoyed being the "Voice" of the Wapakoneta Redskins - announcing home football and basketball games for over 40 years. He 

was active in city government serving on the Wapakoneta City Council from 1964 -66, president of City Council from 1974 -75 and 

1986-1988, and mayor from 1988 -1991 when he was appointed to the Ohio House of Representatives. He would represent the 

people of the 86th District until 2000 when term limits forced his retirement. He served as a delegate and alternate for two 

national Republican Conventions. For the remainder of his career, he served as the Legis lative Liaison for the Ohio School 

Facilities Commission from 2001 to 2009. Charlie was a lifelong member of First English Lutheran Church and served on the 

Church Council. In 2000, he was named Wapakoneta Citizen of the Year by the Wapakoneta Area Chamber  of Commerce and had 

been the first recipient of the Wapakoneta Area Jaycees Distinguished Service Award in 1965. He was named to Wapakoneta 

High School's Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame in 2004. Charlie was an avid fan of the Cincinnati Reds and attende d their first 

"Dream Week" in 1986, and had season tickets for many years. He was a man of many interests and truly embraced life with all 

its challenges and opportunities. He will be sadly missed by his family and friends. Funeral services will be Wednesd ay at First 

English Lutheran Church, 107 W. Mechanic Street in Wapakoneta. Private family committal will be in the Greenlawn Cemetery, 

Wapakoneta. Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, 1102 Lincoln Ave. (Ohio 501), Wapakoneta handled the arrangements. Memorial 

cont ributions may be made to the First English Lutheran Church, Ohio Northern School of Pharmacy and The Wapakoneta 

Community Foundation.  

 

BRADLEY, Bertha M. Bradley  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð February 28, 2013 ) 

Bertha M. Bradley, age 89, of St. Marys died Monday, Feb. 25, 2013, at the home of her niece, Angie Young.  She was born on 

Feb. 9, 1924, in Whitely County, KY, to the late Allen and Angeline Goley Roller.   Bertha was a homemaker who enjoyed working 

in her yard and visiting  with her family and friends. Survivors include a niece, Angie Young and her family, Rusty, Allison and 

Alaina Young; other numerous nieces and nephews; a stepdaughter, Margie Beckman of Celina; 3 sisters, Sandy (Herbert) Bruns 

of St. Marys, Sally (Carl) F redricks of Frankfort, IN and Mary Ruffner of Chicago, IL; 5 step -grandchildren; several step -

great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by a sister, Shirley (Earl) Orick; two brothers, John (Babe) Roller and Raymond 

Clayton (Shelby) Roller; an infant sister, Vickie Roller; and by her two husbands, Frank Tilton and Ike Bradley.  

 

BRADY, Wayne B. Brady  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 7 November 2016)    

Wayne B. "Dutch" Brady, age 82, of New Bremen, died Saturday, Nov. 5 , 2016, at the St. Rita's Medical Center Hospice, Lima. 

He was born on Nov. 7, 1933, in New Bremen, the son of the late Bernard Brady and Mabel C. (Gray) Brady. On April 16, 1955, i n 

Sidney, he married Rose McClain, who survives in New Bremen. Also survivi ng are his children: Tim and Theresa Brady of 

Coldwater; Ted and Ramona Brady of New Carlisle; Tammy and Greg Luthman of Botkins; and Terri and Kurt Lammers of New 

Bremen; his 12 grandchildren; his nine great -grandchildren; and his sister Victoria Bielefel d of Wapakoneta. Preceding him in 

death were his siblings: Betty Marshall, Earline Stolte, Edward Brady and Mary Ann Heil. Dutch was baptized and had attended 

the St. Paul United Church of Christ in New Bremen. In more recent years, he attended the Church of the Holy Redeemer in 

New Bremen. He was a 1952 graduate of New Bremen High School and was active with the New Bremen Boy Scouts, enjoyed 

playing softball with the Bill's Fleetwing team, bowling with the STAMCO Coilers and had been an auxiliary police officer  with 

the New Bremen Police Department. His true enjoyment was woodworking in his own shop. He volunteered his services to the 

New Bremen Schools, making and painting the numerous sports yard signs displayed at homes throughout the community. Dutch 

retired  from STAMCO in 1998 where he had been a Field Service Engineer. He had previously worked at the former Cox 

Greenhouse and Wuebbenhorst Painting, both of New Bremen. Funeral services will be Thursday at the Church of the Holy 

Redeemer in New Bremen. Burial  will follow in the Willow Grove Cemetery, New Bremen. Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home in New 

Bremen handled the arrangements.  

 

BRANDEHOFF, Marvin E. Brandehoff  

(Abstracted from Schlosser Funeral Home, Wapakoneta, Ohio, 5 October 2015)  

Marvin E. Brandehoff,  age 78, of Wapakoneta died Monday October 5, 2015 at St. Ritaõs Medical Center, Lima. He was born on 

February 2, 1937 in Monterey Township, Putnam County to LaVern J. & Gladys E. (Wreede) Brandehoff who have preceded him 

in death. On April 8, 1967 he marr ied Karen M. Uppenkamp, who survives in Wapakoneta. Survivors also include three children, 

Lori Brandehoff of Wapakoneta, Jerry Brandehoff of New York City, and Kurt (Emily) Brandehoff of Wapakoneta; a grandson, 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/police-officers/?personid=182378370&affiliateID=3557


Bolden Brandehoff; four brothers, Paul (Mary ) Brandehoff of Defiance, Howard (Marilyn) Brandehoff of St. Johns, Bob 

(Annalee) Brandehoff of Wapakoneta, and Donnie (Patty) Brandehoff of St. Johns; and numerous nieces and nephews. He was 

preceded in death by a sister, Donna Jean Brandehoff and a broth er, Richard Brandehoff. Marvin retired from truck driving 

after 20 years of service at Orick Tool & Die, Elida. He was a member of St. Joseph Catholic Church, Wapakoneta. In his free 

time, Marvin enjoyed watching the Cincinnati Bengals, The Ohio State Univ ersity Buckeyes, the Cincinnati Reds and the 

Wapakoneta Redskins. His hobbies also included woodworking and vintage cars, especially his 1957 Pontiac Super Chief. Marvin 

loved going out to eat with his family and spending time with his grandson, Bolden. Fo r nearly 20 years, his passion was working 

for Metzger Farms, Wapakoneta, where he could be found lending a helping hand to James, Sue, and the late Joe 

Metzger.  Mass of Christian Burial will be Friday October 9, 2015 at St. Joseph Catholic Church, Wapakon eta. Burial will follow 

at the church cemetery. Schlosser Funeral Home & Cremation Services, Wapakoneta handled the arrangements.  

 

BRANDEWIE, Arlene Marie Bernard Brandewie  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 6 March 2014)  

Arlene Marie ( Bernard) Brandewie, age 77, of State Route 362, Fort Loramie, died Tuesday, March 4, 2014, at St. Rita's 

Medical Center in Lima, of natural causes. She was born on June 19, 1936, in St. Henry, to parents William and Ada (Ahlers) 

Bernard, both of whom prece ded her in death. On May 4, 1955, she married Maurice J. Brandewie, at St. Henry Catholic Church 

in St. Henry. He preceded her in death on March 16, 1988. She is survived by five children, Robert Brandewie of Findlay, 

Beverly Coles of Sidney, Brenda Platfo ot of Kettlersville, Barb Duncum of Anna and Bonnie Brandewie of Fort Loramie, nine 

grandchildren, 11 great -grandchildren, three brothers, one sister, two sisters - in-law, two brothers - in- law and a stepbrother - in-

law. She was preceded in death by five siste rs and five brothers - in- law. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Saturday at St. 

Michael Church, Fort Loramie. Burial will follow at St. Michael Cemetery. Gehret Funeral Home handled the arrangements. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the Arthritis Foun dation or to a charity of the donor's choice.  

 

BRANDEWIE, Dorothy A. Brandewie  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 26 December 2009)    

Dorothy A. Brandewie, age 80, 2030 Golf View Drive, Celina, died Wednesday, Dec. 23, 2009. She was bo rn July 5, 1929, a 

daughter to the late Jacob and Theresa (Gels) Kramer in Coldwater. On July 23, 1952, she married Lester Brandewie who 

survives in Celina. She is also survived by three sons and daughters - in- law, David (Holly) Brandewie of Valparaiso, IN,  Richard 

(Kalyn) Brandewie of Tampa, Ted (Debbie) Brandewie of Lexington, KY; a daughter and son -in- law, Beth (Richard) Weber of 

Chickasaw; nine grandchildren; a brother, William Kramer of St. Charles; and a sister. She was preceded in death by a brother  

and two sisters. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Monday at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Celina. Burial will fol low 

in St. Marys Catholic Cemetery in Celina. Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina is handling the arrangements. 

Memori al contributions may be made to the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Endowment Fund.  

 

BRANDEWIE, Joseph G. Brandewie  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð March 1, 2012 )   

Joseph G. Brandewie, age 85, of 11251 Brandewie Road, Fort Loramie, died Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2012, at Lima Memorial Hospital. 

He was born on Feb. 21, 1927, in Fort Loramie, to Lawrence and Lietta (Bensman) Brandewie, and they preceded him in death 

along with his stepmother Lucille (Bornhorst) Brandewie. On July 16, 1949, in Fort Loramie, he married Virginia Schafer, and she 

survives in Fort Loramie. He is also survived by his children, Sandra Pitts of Sidney, Diane (Jim) Ernst of Bellbrook, Nancy Ernst 

of Fort Loramie, John (Karen) Brandewie of Fort Loramie, Joe B. ( Mary) Brandewie of Fort Loramie and Jerry (Stacey) 

Brandewie of Fort Loramie; 17 grandchildren; 14 great -grandchildren; 2 brothers; 1 sister; and 1 stepbrother.  He was preceded 

in death by two sons, Lawrence Joseph and James; a grandchild; two brothers; a nd a stepsister.  He was a veteran of the U.S. 

Navy on the U.S.S. Butte during World War II.  A Mass of Christian burial will be Monday at St. Michael Catholic Church.  Burial 

will take place in St. Michael Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster is handlin g the arrangements.  

 

BRANDEWIE, Mark A. Brandewie  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð November 3, 2011 ) 

Mark A. Brandewie, age 73, of 276 S. Hanover St., Minster, died Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2011, at OSU Medical Center in Columbus. He 

was born on Dec. 18, 1937, in Egypt, to Carl and Odelia (Cron) Brandewie, and they preceded him in death. On Oct. 10, 1959, in 

Minster, he married Sharon L. Bachman, and she preceded him in death on Aug. 7, 2009. He is survived by his children, Jeff 

Brandewie, Jon  (Sue) Brandewie, Jennifer Salm and Jaime (Rob) Hemmelgarn, all of Minster; 12 grandchildren; 3 brothers; and 1 

sister - in- law. He was preceded in death by a daughter, Joy Brandewie; a brother; and a sister - in- law. He was a veteran of the 

U.S. Army, having served in the Korean War. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Saturday at St. Augustine Church. Burial will 

follow in St. Augustine Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions 

may be made to the Minster A thletic Booster Club.  

 



BRANDEWIE, Saron L. Brandewie  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 10 August 2009)    

Saron L. Brandewie, age 69, 276 S. Hanover St., Minster, died Friday, Aug. 7, 2009, after an extended illness. She was born o n 

June 17, 1940, a daughter to Lyndon and Irma (Rosengarten) Bachman, and they preceded her in death. On Oct. 10, 1959, in 

Minster she married Mark A. Brandewie, and he survives at the residence. She is also survived by four children, Jeff 

Brandewie, Jon (Su e) Brandewie, Jennifer (Kevin) Salm, Jaime (Robb) Hemmelgarn, all of Minster; 12 grandchildren; a brother; 

and a sister - in- law. She was preceded in death by a daughter, Joy Brandewie; two brothers. A Mass of Christian Burial will be 

Wednesday, at St. Augus tine Church in Minster. Burial will follow in the church cemetery. Hogenkamp in Minster is handling the 

arrangements.  

 

BRANDON, Alberta Marie Brandon   

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 6 January 2014)  

Alberta Marie Brandon, age 97, formerly of Celina, died Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2014, at Heatherdowns Rehab and Nursing Care 

Facility in Toledo. Alberta was born on Oct. 2, 1916, in Celina, to  the late Lee and Gladys (Ryder) Fast. She married William E. 

Brandon on Nov. 9, 1935. He preceded her in death on Nov. 5, 1990. Survivors include two daughters, Judith Brandon (the late 

Bob Smith) of Maumee, Susan Brandon (Charles E. Davies) of Maumee and  son William E. Brandon Jr. (Connie), and two 

grandchildren, two great -grandsons, three great -great -grandchildren and a sister. A graveside service was Saturday in North 

Grove Cemetery in Celina. A memorial service will take place in April at St. Paul's Un ited Methodist Church in Celina. The 

Lehman-Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home will be handling arrangements.  

 

BRANDON, Carolyn L. Brandon  

(Abstracted from information that Elmer received from Patrick McGarry)  

Carolyn L. Brandon, age 87 of Celina, Ohio passed  away on Sunday June 26, 2016 at the Otterbein St. Marys Retirement 

Community with her family at her side. She was born on April 15, 1929 in Ansonia, OH to the late Herbert E. & Esther (Martin)  

Roll. On Oct. 23, 1948 she married Dale W. Brandon, who died D ec. 16, 1997. Survivors include her three sons & daughters - in-

law Michael & Joycelyn Brandon of Vandalia, Ken & Annette Brandon of Liberty Center, Steve Brandon of Celina, three 

daughters Janet Haisley of Celina, Mary Brandon of Celina and Ellen Brandon of  Sidney, 5 grandchildren, Ann Becker, Corey 

Brandon, Ashley Brandon, Garret Brandon, Taylor Brandon, 3 great grandchildren, brother & sisters - in-law Dwight & Barbara 

Roll of Port Clinton, Dola Roll of Greenville and Darlene Roll of Bellefontaine. She was p receded in death by her brothers Gerald, 

Byron and Nevin Roll, a step grandson Justin King, her sister & brother - in- law Roberta & Jesse Davis and a son -in- law Mike 

Haisley. Carolyn was a member of the Erastus United Methodist Church, a member of the Mercer  County & State Genealogy 

Association, American Legion Post #210 Aux., 1st Families of Ohio, 1st Families of Mercer County and a Member of the Mercer 

County Farm Bureau. Carolyn took great pride in being a farm wife and loved Genealogy. Funeral service wil l be Wednesday June 

29, 2016 at the Lehman -Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in Swamp College Cemetery. Memorial donations may 

be made to Cancer Association of Mercer County, P.O. Box 624 in Celina OH 45822; Otterbein St. Marys Senior Liv ing Choices, 

11300 Yost Circle, St. Marys OH 45885; Mercer County Genealogy Association.  

 

BRANDT, Donald R. Brandt  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 17 September 2010)   

Donald R. Brandt, age 90, of 10444 State Route, 274, Anna, died T hursday, Sept. 16, 2010, at his residence. He was born on 

April 13, 1920, on the family farm near Kettlersville. He was the son of Gustav R. and Emma C. (Kettler) Brandt. On Oct. 16, 

1943, he married Alvina (Heiland) Brandt and she survives near Kettlersvi lle. He is also survived by two sons, Jim (Jill) Brandt of 

Anna and Jon (Jackie) Brandt of North Carolina; five grandchildren and six great -grandchildren. He was preceded in death by a 

son, Ron Brandt; a great -grandson and two brothers. Funeral services wi ll be Monday at the St. Jacobs Lutheran Church in Anna. 

Burial will be in the Willow Grove Cemetery, New Bremen. Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home in New Bremen is handling the 

arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to the church memorial fund, the An na Rescue Squad or to the 

Kettlersville/ Van Buren Twp. Fire Dept.  

 

BRANDT, Robert H. Brandt  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð September 6, 2013 ) 

Robert òBobó H. Brandt, age 71, of Montpelier passed away Thursday, Sept. 5, 2013, at Parkview Regional Medical Center in Fort 

Wayne, following a brief illness.   He was born on Nov. 9, 1941, in Bryan, to Robert S. and Josephine (Pignataro) Brandt.   Bob 

graduated from Montpelier High School in 1959.   On Aug. 21, 1965, he married Juanita Brin er, and she preceded him in death. 

Bob retired in 2002 from the Wabash and Norfolk Southern Railroad out of Montpelier and Fort Wayne after 41 years as an 

engineer.  He was a member of Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Montpelier. Bob was a long time member of the Williams County 

Conservation League, Williams County Gun Club and the Amateur Trapshooting Association. He was also a member of the 

Montpelier Moose and Montpelier Eagles.   In his free time Bob enjoyed ice fishing and always attended his kidsõ and grandkidsõ 
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sporting events. Bob is survived by his three sons, Rod (Robin) Brandt of New Bremen, Michael (Hayley) Brandt of Montpelier, 

and Jason E. Brandt (Kim Boyd) of Montpelier; one brother, Ric (Carol) Brandt of Edon; 4 grandchildren, Megan, Stephanie,  

Carson and Tyler Brandt. He was preceded in death by his wife Juanita on July 4, 2013, and his parents. Services will be Mond ay 

at the First Presbyterian Church in Montpelier.  Interment will follow at Riverside Cemetery in Montpelier.   Donations may be 

made to the Williams County Gun Club.  Thompson Funeral Home in Montpelier is in charge of the arrangements.   

 

BRANDT, Robert L. Brandt  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 22 July 2010)   

Robert L. "Bob" Brandt, age 85, of Wapakoneta, died Wednesday, July 21, 2010, at Wapakoneta Manor. He was born July 20, 

1925, in Wapakoneta, a son of Louis and Bernice (Colter) Brandt; they preceded him in death. After a three month whirlwind 

courtship, on June 19, 1949, he married the love his life, Margue rite Sheely, and she survives in Wapakoneta. He is also survived 

by two sons, James (Melanie) Brandt of Jackson Center, David (Basia) Brandt of Laguna Niguel, CA; four daughters, Linda 

(Scott) Pilney of St. Augustine, FL, Barbara (Jacob) Zeekant of Rijswij k, Netherlands, Bonnie Brandt of Wapakoneta, Peggy 

(Edward) Tobin of Murfreesboro, TN; 16 grandchildren; 25 great -grandchildren and a sister. He was preceded in death by two 

brothers and a grandson, Scott Hegemier. At the age of 18, he was drafted into the  U. S. Army and fought in the Battle of the 

Bulge and in Germany. He was then sent to Japan for six months serving our country for 2.5 years. Funeral services will be 

Monday at the Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, St. Rt. 501, Wapakoneta. Burial will follow in  the Resthaven Memory Gardens, near 

Moulton, where military rites will be conducted by the Wapakoneta VFW. Memorial contributions may be directed to the 

Wapakoneta Community Worship Center Building Fund or the Wapakoneta Manor Activity Fund.  

 

BRANDTS, Jerome C. Brandts    

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 23 December 2013)  

Jerome C. Jerry Brandts, age 84, of Celina, passed away Saturday,  Dec. 21, 2013, at St. Rita's Medical Center in Lima. He was 

born on Oct. 18, 1929, in Celina, to the late Edmund H. and Kathryn (Dull) Brandts. On May 28, 1955, he married Verdice Simon s, 

who lives in Celina. Also surviving are his children, Vicki and Dar rell Kramer, Jerome C. Brandts Jr., Gretchen and Steve 

Zimmerman and Pam Silliman, all of Celina, eight grandchildren, five great -grandchildren, a sister - in- law. He was preceded in 

death by his stepmother, Tillie Brandts, a son -in- law, John Silliman, a bro ther, eight brothers - in- law and a sister - in- law. Jerry 

served his country in the U.S. Army during the Korean War. Liturgical funeral services will be at the Immaculate Conception 

Catholic Church in Celina. Burial will follow in St. Marys Catholic Cemetery  in Celina. Lehman-Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home 

in Celina handled the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to the Cancer Association of Mercer County, P.O. Box 

624, Celina, OH, 45822.  

 

BRANDTS, Thomas Edmund Brandts  

(Abstracted from the Even ing Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 11 September 2008)    

Thomas Edmund Brandts, age 78, 906 Ivy Lane, Celina, died Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2008, at the Laurels of Shane Hill in Rockford. H e 

was born on Oct.18, 1929, in Celina a son of Edmund and Katherine (Dull) Bran dts and they preceded him in death. On Sept. 8, 

1979, he married Joyce Mullen -Rhyne and she survives in Celina. He is also survived by two sons, Randy (Kelly) Brandts of Celina, 

Clay (Debra) Brandts of Lima; three daughters, Sharon Fortkamp of Celina, Barb ara (Chuck) Tadiello of Dover, Susie (Bob) 

Worthey of McAlla, AL; 19 grandchildren; 12 great -grandchildren; three great -great grandchildren; a stepson, Michael (Donna) 

Rhyme of Dayton; a stepdaughter Tamara Brunswick of Celina; a twin brother, Jerry (Verdi ce) Brandts of Celina; and a sister, 

Katheranne North of Mesa, AZ. He was also preceded in death by his first wife Doris Baker. He was a member of the Abounding 

Grace Ministries in Celina. He was a graduate of Celina High School and attended North Manchest er College in Indiana. He was a 

member of the Pipe Fitters Union Local 776. He retired from Lake Contracting in Celina, where he was a co -owner with his twin 

brother Jerry. He was very active in Nursing Home Ministry. Funeral services will be Saturday at t he Lehman-Hogenkamp-

Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in Mercer Memory Gardens in Celina. Memorial contributions may be directe d 

to the church.  

 

BRANSTETTER, Edna P. Branstetter  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 24 July 2009)    

Edna P. Branstetter, age 102, of Spencerville, died Wednesday, July 22, 2009, in the Elmcroft Care Center in Lima. She was 

born Jan. 19, 1907, near Lewistown, Logan County, a daughter of Milton Emerson and Phoebe K. Deer Smith, who preceded her in 

death. On June 13, 1931, she married Eugene C. Branstetter, who preceded her in death on March 27, 1970. She is survived by 

two sons, Gordon E. (Connie) Branstetter of Lima and Water E. (Shirl ey) Branstetter of Bradenton, FL; her niece whom they 

raised, Ruth Cook of Spencerville; three grandchildren and 10 great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by three 

brothers; two sisters and a grandson. Funeral services will be Monday, at the Thomas  E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville. 

Burial will follow in the Spencerville Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be directed to United Church of Christ in 

Spencerville or to the St. Rita's Hospice.  

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/14AE38CD8C89C720-14AE38CD8C89C720%3F


 

BRAUER, Luetta M. Brauer  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 30 January 2009)    

Luetta M. Brauer, age 93, of Wapakoneta, died Thursday, Jan. 29, 2009, at Auglaize Acres. She was born June 29, 1915, in 

Fryburg, a daughter of William and Mary (Bonnoront) King and  they preceded her in death. On Feb. 1, 1936, she married Burnell 

W. Brauer, and he preceded her in death April 28, 1982. She is survived by three children, William (Carol) Brauer of Botkins,  

Robert E. (Pat) Brauer of Charlotte, NC, Karen E. (Dave) Wilson of Sarasota, FL; seven grandchildren; seven great -grandchildren 

and a brother. She was preceded in death by two sisters, and two brothers. Funeral services will be Monday, at St. Mark's 

Lutheran Church, Wapakoneta. Burial is to follow in the Resthaven Memo ry Gardens, near Moulton. Bayliff and Eley Funeral 

Home, Ohio 501, Wapakoneta is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed to St. Rita's Hospice.  

 

BRAUN, AnnaLee Braun  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 25 Novemb er 2015)    

AnnaLee Braun, age 73, of Celina, died at her residence surrounded by her family Monday, Nov. 23, 2015. She was born on Oct. 

5, 1942, in Celina to the late Willis "Pete" and Clara Belle (Spohn) Monroe. On March 10, 1962, she married Jerry Braun  and he 

survives on the farm in Celina.  Other survivors include 1 son, David (Marie) Braun, Celina, and 2 grandchildren. Funeral services 

will be Saturday in the Cisco Funeral Home. Burial will follow at Swamp College Cemetery, Celina. Contributions can be  made to 

Celina Mt. Zion United Methodist Church.  

 

BRAUN, Arlene Folk Braun  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Arlene Folk Braun, 77, of 1119 Indiana Ave ., St. Marys, died 12:41 P.M. Friday, November, 9, 2007, at Joint Township District 

Memorial Hospital, St. Marys, OH.   She was born June 1, 1930, in Dayton, OH, the daughter of Edward and Doris òDotó 

Leschansky.  She first married Charles Folk and he prece ded her in death; she then married Reverend Floyd Braun and he 

survives at the residence.   She is also survived by: Daughter, Kim (Bill) Axe of Toledo, OH; Daughter, Nan (Steve) Larmore of 

Celina, OH; Son,  John Folk of St. Marys, OH; Son,   Bill Folk of St . Marys, OH; Step -daughter, Anne Prenatt of St. Marys, OH; 

brother, Dr. Edward òJimó (Wanda) Leschansky of Dayton, OH; 8 grandchildren: B.J. and Caleb Axe; Stephanie and Luke 

Larmore; Julia and Charlie Folk; Jessica Prenatt; Pvt. William Owens.  She was pr eceded in death by her parents, first husband 

and a step-daughter, Faith Owens.  She was a 1948 graduate of Julienne High School in Dayton. She had worked for many years 

in retail sales including many years at Kellermeyerõs Clothing Store in downtown St. Marys, OH. She was a member of the Holy 

Rosary Catholic Church and the Beta Sigma Sorority in St. Marys.   She enjoyed flower gardening and spending quality time with 

her friends, which earned her the honorary title òDoctor of Hearts and Flowersó. She was a devoted wife, mother and 

grandmother.  Mass of Christian Burial will be held Tuesday, November 13, 2007, at Holy Rosary Catholic Church, Saint Marys. 

Burial will follow at Gethsemane Cemetery, Saint Marys. Memorial donations may be directed to the Friends of Holy Rosary 

Catholic Church or Toledo Public School Special Olympics in care of the funeral home.  

 

BRAUN, Floyd Braun  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/ ) 

The Reverend Floyd Braun, age 87, of 1119 Indiana Avenue, Saint Marys, Ohio, died Monday, September 8, 2014, at the Miller 

House in Celina, Ohio. He was born J uly 5, 1927, near Saginaw, MI, the son of Bernhardt and Caroline (Kuhl) Braun. He married 

Arlene Leschansky Folk on July 16, 1978, and she preceded him in death on November 9, 2007. He is survived by 1 daughter, 

Anne Braun Prenatt of Saint Marys; by his st ep-children: Kim (Bill) Axe of Toledo; Nan (Steve) Larmore of Celina; John Folk of 

Saint Marys; Bill Folk of Saint Marys; by his grandchildren: Jessica Prenatt; Steph (Brian) Will; Luke (Markie) Larmore; BJ A xe; 

Caleb Axe; Julia Folk and Charlie Folk; by 3  great -grandchildren; and 1 brother, James (Joan) Braun of Saginaw, MI. He was 

preceded in death by his parents; wife; siblings Arthur Braun; Ruth Sebenick and Willis Braun; by his daughter, Faith Lynne 

Braun Owens; by a grandson, William Owens, III. Floyd  graduated from Arthur Hill High School in Saginaw in 1945. He was a 

WWII veteran, having served in the Navy Seabees during the Occupation of Japan. He was a Navy boxing champion, fighting as 

òCurly Braunó.  He graduated from Asbury College in 1951 and Sou thern Baptist Theological Seminary in 1958, after which he 

began his ministry. He served churches in Michigan, Kentucky and Ohio, retiring from Faith Alliance Church in New Bremen, 

Ohio.  During his years of church ministry, he oversaw the building of six new churches. After retirement from active ministry, 

he began a career representing United Church Directories. He also was a substitute teacher in various Auglaize and Mercer 

County School systems. Funeral rites will be Saturday, September 13, 2014, at the  Miller -Long and Folk Funeral Home, 314 

West High Street, Saint Marys, Ohio. Burial, with full military honors, provided by American Legion Post 323 and VFW Post 

9289, will follow at Elm Grove Cemetery, Saint Marys. Memorial gifts may be given to Rev. Brau nõs family.  

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/


 

BRAUN, Linus U. Braun  

BRAUN, Virginia D. Braun  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð September 9, 2013 ) 

Linus U. òBrownieó Braun, age 77, and his wife, Virginia D. òGinnyõ Braun, age 72, of Fort Recovery, passed away on Friday, Sept. 

6, 2013, at Miami Valley Hospital in Dayton, from injuries suffered from an auto accident in Auglaize County. He was born on 

June 5, 1936, in St. Peter, to the late Stephen and Rosella (Minnich) Braun. She was born on Sept. 28, 1940, in St. Marys,  to the 

late Edward and Mary (Baker) Winhover. They were married on May 13, 1961, in St. Marys. Surviving is a son, Mike (Mandy) 

Braun of Bristol, IN; 3 granddaughters, Rence, Megan and Miranda; 2 sons -in- law, Jeff Droesch of Fort Loramie, and Hal Wolfe 

of  Cincinnati.  

Also surviving are his 4 sisters, Esther Marchal of Portland, IN, LaDonna (Carl) VanDenBosch of Coldwater, Rita Heyne of 

Celina, Linda (Don) Dues of Coldwater; his 2 brothers, Ivo Braun of Portland, IN, Card (Judie) Braun of Celina; her 3 sist ers, 

Diane Rosenbeck, Sandy Howard and Judy Weaver, all of St. Marys; his sister - in- law, Vi (Jerry) Pleiman of Dayton. Deceased 

are two daughters, Chris Wolfe and Robin Droesch; his sisters, Marcene Burris; and brother, Virgil òShortyó Braun; her 

brother - in- law, Arnold Rosenbeck. He retired from J and M Manufacturing in Fort Recovery, and worked as a part - time 

custodian at Fort Recovery Carwash, Fort Recovery. He enjoyed cutting wood and making wine and horseradish then sharing it 

with family and friends. G inny enjoyed bowling, cooking and playing cards with family and friends. Linus was a member of the 

Fort Recovery Progressive Sportsman Club in Fort Recovery. They both were members of Mary Help of Christians Church in 

Fort Recovery, where Linus ushered for  many years. A  Mass of Christian Burial will be Wednesday at Mary Help of Christians 

Catholic Church in Fort Recovery. Burial will follow at St. Peter Cemetery, St. Peter. Contributions may be directed to their  

grandchildrenõs education fund. Brockman-Boeckman Funeral Home in Fort Recovery was in charge of the arrangements.  

 

BRAUN, Lisa A. Braun  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð July 5, 2012 )   

Lisa A. Braun, age 47, of rural Wapakoneta, died Monday, July 2, 2012, at St. Ritaõs Medical Center. She was born on March 8, 

1965, in Lima, to Ralph I. and Carolyn K. Cogsweel Reed. Her father and stepmother, Marge, survive in Lima. Her mother surviv es 

in Elida, and her stepfather, Jerry Smith, preceded her in death. On Dec. 25, 1991, she marrie d Garry A. Braun, and he survives 

her in Wapakoneta. She is also survived by her daughter, Lexis Nichole Braun of Wapakoneta; 3 stepchildren, Lindsay (Jeremy) 

Sargent and Jesse Braun, both of Wapakoneta, and Larrissa Colgate of Kentucky; 4 stepgrandchildre n; 4 siblings; 3 nieces; 2 

nephews; her mother - in- law; 9 brothers - and sisters - in- law; and 29 nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her 

fathers - in- law. Funeral services will be Friday at the Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, Ohio 501, Wapakoneta. Bur ial will be held at a 

later date in St. John Cemetery in Freyburg. Memorial contributions may be made to the Auglaize County Humane Society or to 

the St. Joseph Church Renovation Fund.  

 

BRAUN, Marian H. Braun  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys,  Ohio ð 24 November 2014)  

Marian H. Braun, age 84, of Maria Stein, died Friday, Nov. 21, 2014, at Briarwood Village in Coldwater. She was born April 22 , 

1930, in Osgood, to the late Joseph R. and Cecilia (Bruening) Frey. She married Walter Braun on Sept. 7, 1957, in Osgood. He 

survives in Maria Stein. She is also survived by children David and Ann Braun of Troy; Daniel Braun of Fort Wayne, IN; Doris 

Wale of St. Marys, 7 grandchildren Gabbie, Brittney and Courtney Braun, Morgan and Chris Benoit, Rachel, Hea ther and Jenna 

Wale and two great -grandchildren Riley and Lily Benoit, brothers and sisters, Alberta and Willard Bruns of St. Sebastian; 

Marilyn Homan of Coldwater; in - laws Herbert Hoying of Sidney; Juliana Frey of Fort Loramie; Bernie Frey of Dayton; Bern ice 

Frey of Osgood; Mary Ann Droesch of Celina and Louis Braun of St. Henry. She was preceded in death by children: Mary, Jane 

and James, brothers, sisters and in - laws Betty and Cy Overman; Lucille and Andrew Bergman, Ralph and Esther Frey, Alvin Frey, 

Dorothy Hoying, Vernon Frey, Walter Frey, Donald Homan, Luella and Ernest Ontrop, Sister Rose Braun, Robert W. Droesch and 

Sylvia Braun. She was a member of St. Rose Catholic Church and the Ladies Sodality of the church. She worked at Versailles 

Egg Auction, Mercy Hospital, Coldwater, Hemmelgarn Eggs, a homemaker and 10 years in the dietary department at Heritage 

Manor Nursing Home. She enjoyed her grandchildren and all small children. Mass of Christian Burial will be Wednesday at St. 

Rose Catholic Church. Bur ial will be in St. Augustine Cemetery, Minster. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster handled the 

arrangements.  

 

BRAUN, Rebecca L. Braun  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð February 15, 2013 ) 

Rebecca òBeckyó L. Braun, age 63, of 4302 Merrill Ave. in Celina, passed away Thursday, Feb. 14, 2013, at St. Ritaõs Medical 

Center in Lima. She was born on July 10, 1949, in Celina, to the late Alvin and Dorothy (Wenning) Uhlenhake. On Jan. 9, 1971,  she 

married Michael L. Braun of Celina. Also surviving a re her children, Christopher (Linda) Braun of Portland, IN, Jennifer (John) 

Richard of Mason, MI, Eric (Stephanie) Braun of Van Wert, Danielle (William) Hauck of Findlay; 12 grandchildren; 5 brothers 



and sisters - in-law; 3 sisters and 1 brother - in- law. She was preceded in death by two brothers. A Mass of Christian Burial will be 

Monday at the Immaculate Conception Church in Celina. Burial will follow in St. Marys Catholic Cemetery in Celina. Lehman -

Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina is handling the ar rangements. Memorial contributions may be made to the Cancer 

Association of Mercer County, P.O. Box 624, Celina, OH, 45822.  

 

BRAUN, Romilda M. Braun  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 8 December 2008)    

Romilda M. Braun, age 88, former ly of 5401 Club Island Road, Celina died Saturday, Dec. 6, 2008, at Celina Manor Nursing Home 

in Celina. She was born on Feb. 18, 1920, in Yorkshire, to the late Henry and Clara (Bruening) Schroeder. On June 15, 1940, s he 

married Fred H. Braun, and he prec eded her in death on May 3, 1991. She is survived by her sons, David (Jeanne) Braun of 

Celina, Larry (Michelle) Braun of Celina; daughters, Barbara Buschur of Coldwater, Diana (Jerry) Quirie of Cape Coral, FL, 

Virginia (Paul) Dobmeyer of Coldwater, Lois Ba ker of Coldwater, Brenda (Tom) Powell of Celina; 20 grandchildren, three step -

grandchildren, seven great -grandchildren; a brother; two sisters and brothers - in- law. She was preceded in death by a brother; 

two sisters and brothers - in- law, sons-in- law, Carl Buschur, Gary Baker and a sister - in-law. A Mass of Christian Burial will be 

Wednesday, at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church in Montezuma. Burial will follow in Our Lady Guadalupe Catholic Cemetery 

in Montezuma. Lehman-Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may 

be directed to the Cancer Association of Mercer County.  

 

BRAUN, Rose Ann Braun  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 7 October 2016)    

Rose Ann Braun, age 98, of Coldwater, died on Thursday, Oct. 6, 2016, at the Gardens at St. Henry. She was born on Feb. 18, 

1918, in Coldwater to the late George Stegeman and Josephine (Stegeman). On Jan. 23, 1937, she married Vincent Braun and he 

died on March 20, 1988.   She is survived by six children: Jerry (Marj) Braun of Cincinnati; Madeline (Herbert) Forsthoefel of 

Coldwater; Tom (Teresa) Braun of Richmond, IN; Kenneth (Susan) Braun of St. Marys; Thelma Mueller of Coldwater; and Marian 

(Charles) Gross  of Earlysville, VA; 25 grandchildren and numerous great -grandchildren and great -great -grandchildren. She is 

preceded in death by her stepfather Jacob Bernard; a son -in- law John Mueller; two grandchildren; her siblings: Edna (Al) 

Hartings; Ruth (Wilmer) Ro hler; Carl (Kay) Stegeman; Bernard (Helen) Stegeman; and her half -siblings: Alma (Richard) Overman; 

Rita (Lee) Fortkamp; Alfred (Edna) Bernard; Fred (Jean) Bernard and Ferd (Penny) Bernard. She was a member of Holy Trinity 

Catholic Church in Coldwater and the St. Ann's Rosary Altar Sodality of the church. She was a housewife, worked 17 years as a 

secretary at Coldwater High School and was a seamstress for the former Sowars Department Store in Coldwater. She was also 

a former Cub Scout den mother. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Monday at Holy Trinity Church, Coldwater. Burial will follow in 

St. Elizabeth Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Coldwater handled the arrangements.  

 

BRAUN, Rosella M. Braun   

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 14 November 2013)  

Rosella M. Braun, age 90, of Celina, died on Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2013, at her home. She was born on July 16, 1923, in Fremont , 

to the lat e Adolph and Catherine (Spoltman) Roessner. She married Paul J. Braun on June 19, 1946, and he died on Dec. 28, 

1990. She is survived by five children, Kathleen Wolfe of Celina; Robert (Mary Jane) Braun of Coldwater; Marc Braun of Union 

City; Barbara (Mike ) Byerley of Middleburg, FL; and Janeen Braun of Celina; five grandchildren and three great -grandchildren. 

She is also preceded in death by a son -in- law David Wolfe, a brother, and a grandson. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Monday 

at Immaculate Concept ion Church. Burial will follow in Mercer Memory Gardens, Celina.  Lehman Hogenkamp Dzendzel Funeral 

Home, Celina handled the arrangements. Memorials may be made to State of the Heart Hospice, 230 W. Main St., Coldwater, 

OH, 45828 or to the I.C. Endowment F und. 

 

BRAUN, Virginia R. Balster Braun  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 21 March 2017)     

Virginia R. (Balster) Braun, age 76, of Granville Avenue, Minster, passed away of natural causes in the evening on Saturday, 

March 18, 2017, at  the Miami Valley Hospital in Dayton. She was born on Aug. 4, 1940, in St. Marys to the late Bernard and Rose 

(Broeker) Balster. On Aug. 16, 1958, at Holy Rosary Catholic Church in St. Marys, Ginny married Donald O. Braun, who survives . 

Also surviving are five children: Theresa Scherer of Sidney, Juli Barlage of Fort Loramie, Jane and Bob Fullenkamp of Botkins, 

Jeff and Cheryl Braun of Minster and Dan Braun of Fort Loramie; eight grandchildren: Todd and Nina Scherer, Ryan Stephens, 

Logan Barlage, Christin M ann, Megan Fullenkamp, Devin and Dillon Braun; six great -grandchildren; brothers and sisters - in- law: 

Marvin Braun of Coldwater, Eileen Braun of Dayton, Alberta Braun of Coldwater and Linda Braun of Greenville. She was 

preceded in death by two sons -in-laws, Larry Scherer and Mark Barlage, and brothers and sisters - in-law, Fred and Romelda and 

Louis and Rosella Braun, Rita and Carlo Tosti, Helen, Stanley, Paul and Robert Braun. Ginny was a 1958 graduate of St. Marys 

High School. In January 2000, she retired fr om the former Braun's Hardware and Auto Parts Store in Fort Loramie, where she 

was co-owner and operator for 36 years. Ginny had also been a dedicated homemaker. She was a member of St. Michael Catholic 

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/14A14B1552700050-14A14B1552700050%3F


Church, St. Ann's Ladies Sodality, the Lake Loramie I mprovement Association, Fort Loramie GYM Committee, the Fort Loramie 

Athletic Booster Club and New Bremen Senior Citizens. Ginny loved to follow her grandchildren and great -grandchildren's 

sporting events. She also enjoyed reading and had been a spirited c ard player. A Mass of Christian burial will be Thursday at St. 

Michael Church in Fort Loramie. Interment will follow at St. Michael Cemetery. Gehret Funeral Home in Fort Loramie was 

entrusted with the arrangements. Memorials may be made to the Autism Socie ty of Ohio.    

 

BRAUN, William Louis Braun Sr.  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

William Louis Braun Sr., age 75, 4475 St. Peter Road, Fort Recovery, died Nov. 19, 2007, at Briarwood Manor Nursing Home, 

Coldwater. He was born June 13, 1932, in Fort Recovery, to Ferd and Monna L. Denney Braun. On Oct. 11, 1952, he married 

Pauline M. Fisher, who died June 13, 2007. Surviving are 4 sons, William Jr. and Doug (Tina), both of Celina, Paul, of Fort 

Recovery, and Craig, of Darke County; 7 grandchildren and 6 great -grandchildren.  Deceased are three brothers, Merle, Dennis 

and Jackie; and a sis ter, Charlotte Hennessey.  He worked at the former Mersman Table Company, Huffy Bicycle Corp. and 

Kessler Builders, all of Celina, and Coldwater Lumber Co. A graduate of Coldwater High School, he was a member of St. Peter 

Catholic Church.  Funeral Mass is Friday at St. Joseph Catholic Church, St. Joe. Burial is at St. Peter Catholic Cemetery.  

Contributions can be made for Masses at St. Peter Church.  

 

BRAUTIGAM, Doris L. Zwiebel Brautigam  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 7 February 20 17)     

Doris L. Zwiebel Brautigam, age 90, of Wapakoneta, passed away Saturday, Feb. 4, 2017, at Wapakoneta Manor. She was born on 

Feb. 2, 1927, in Auglaize County to Edison and Milda (Hollenbacher) Schumann, who preceded her in death.   On March 3, 1946, 

she married Emory E. Zwiebel, and he passed away on Aug. 3, 1989.  Then on Jan. 11, 1992, she married Harold Brautigam, and he 

passed away on Oct. 11, 2002. She is survived by four children: Fritz (Susan) Zwiebel of Wapakoneta, Jean Ann (Gary) 

McCreight of Lake Havasu, AZ, Tom (Eileen) Zwiebel of St. Marys, Kurt (Julie) Zwiebel of St. Marys; four stepchildren: Jim 

(Ellen) Brautigam of Wapakoneta, Susan Peay of San Antonio, TX, Mark Brautigam of Columbus, Ellen Brautigam of Wapakoneta; 

a sister, Dona (Paul) Z wiebel of Wapakoneta; seven grandchildren; 12 great -grandchildren; and numerous step -grandchildren and 

step -great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by a sister, Bernita (Wally) Brown; two sisters - in-law Catherine (Harold) 

Fisher, Waneta Zwiebel; a b rother - in- law, Lester Zwiebel; two grandchildren, Christopher and Christina Zwiebel; and a great -

granddaughter Abigail "Abby" Gable. Doris was a 1945 graduate of Botkins High School.  She worked along with her husband 

farming and milking cows and then start ed EZ Campgrounds in 1978 and operated it for 24 years. She enjoyed baking wedding 

cakes and was an excellent bowler.  She was also a member of First English Lutheran Church. Graveside services will be 

Wednesday at Resthaven Memory Gardens, Moulton.   There will be no public visitation.  The family has entrusted Schlosser 

Funeral Home & Cremation Services to handle the arrangements.  In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be given to the 

American Diabetes Association , First English Lutheran Church or to the donor's cho ice.  

 

BRAUTIGAM, Lola M. Brautigam  

(Abstracted from Schlosser Funeral Home, Wapakoneta, Ohio, 27 December 2011)  

Lola M. Brautigam, age 83, of Wapakoneta died December 27, 2011 at Riverside Methodist Hospital, Columbus. She was born 

February 29, 1928 in Fort Recovery to Floyd & Zella Eichenauer who preceded her in death.  On January 27, 1963 she married 

Donald Brautigam and he survives in Wapakoneta. She is also survived by three children; Kathy (Pete) Berg of Lewistown, Patty  

(Jim) Bibbo of Westerville a nd David Brautigam of Wapakoneta, 5 grandchildren Tucker, Tarrah & Lindsay Berg and Jake & 

Anna Bibbo, two brothers Carroll (Alice) Eichenauer and Vernon Eichenauer, and one sister Helen (Gayle) Johnson. She was 

preceded in death by one sister Jean (Robert ) Cron. Lola graduated from Fort Recovery Schools, and worked at the bank in Fort 

Recovery.  She also helped her husband on their dairy farm.  She was a member of St. Paul U.C.C., Wapakoneta, and also the 

Wapakoneta Senior Citizens.  Funeral services are S aturday at St. Paul U.C.C., Wapakoneta.  Burial will follow at Greenlawn 

Cemetery.   Schlosser Funeral Home & Cremation Services 615 N. Dixie Hwy., Wapakoneta handled the arrangements. Memorial 

contributions may be directed to St. Paul U.C.C.  

 

BRAY, Judith  Boyer Bray  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Judith Boyer Bray, 66, of 1106 Nagel Street, Saint Marys, OH, and formerly of Miamisburg, OH, died August 28, 2013, at 

Hospice of Dayton. She was born December 29, 1946, in Dayton, the daughter of Wilbur and Betty (Ennis) Boyer. She married 

the Reverend Dr . Eddie Bray on May 15, 1993, and he survives in Saint Marys. She is survived by 3 step -children: John (Debby) 

Eagle of Walled Lake, MI; Tami (Tom) Bray -Harris of Miamisburg, OH; Adam (Ashly) Bray of Germantown, OH; by 6 step -

grandchildren: Johnny Eagle; C hris Eagle; Talon, Tiernan and Telisah Bray -Harris; Lorelai Bray; by 1 step -great -grandchild: 

Alivia Eagle. She is survived by one sister, Sharon Phillips of Germantown; by her nieces and nephews: Angela Wozniak; Jodi 

http://pubads.g.doubleclick.net/gampad/jump?iu=/423686928/prod/obit-aff/obit-premium/clio-inline-1&t=clio%3DADA%26cobrand%3Dtheeveningleader%26linktext%3DAmerican%20Diabetes%20Association%26linkurl%3Dhttps%3A//donations.diabetes.org/site/Donation2%3Fdf_id%3D18807%26mfc_pref%3DT%2618807.donation%3Dform1%26set.TributeFirstName%3D%25%25PATTERN%3Afn%25%25%26set.TributeLastName%3D%25%25PATTERN%3Aln%25%25%26fn%3DDoris%20L.%20Zwiebel%26ln%3DBrautigam&sz=1x1&c=1421845276


Simpson; Major Erik Simpson; Kevin Phi llips; Joel Phillips and Ryan Phillips. She was preceded in death by her parents and by 1 

sister, Linda Simpson. Judy was a 1965 graduate of Miamisburg High School and a graduate of the Raymond Walters College, 

University of Cincinnati. She was a dental hy gienist in the Dayton community for many years.  She was best known for being a 

member of the òBoyer Sistersó, a singing group who performed on the WLW weekly program called òMidwestern Hayrideó. They 

were regular guests on the Nick Clooney show as well, an d performed at many other venues.   She also enjoyed doing cross -stitch 

work and loved spoiling her grandchildren and nieces and nephews. She was a member of Saint Paulõs United Church of Christ, 

Saint Marys, where she and her husband, the Rev. Eddie Bray, have served for more than 5 years. Her home congregation is 

Trinity United Church of Christ in Miamisburg. Funeral rites will be Saturday, August 31, 2013, at Trinity United Church of 

Christ, at the corner of 2nd and Linden Ave. in Miamisburg.   Memorial gi fts may be given to either Hospice of Dayton or a 

charity of the donorõs choice.  

 

BREHM, Floyd E. Brehm  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 12 January 2009)    

Floyd E. Brehm, age 87, 1401 Ohio 29 West in Wabash, died Saturday, Jan. 10,  2009, at the Gardens of St. Henry. He was born 

May 18, 1921, in Liberty Township, a son of John and Eda (Bollenbacher) Brehm and they preceded him in death. On Sept. 25, 

1948, he married Rosalie E. Bryan and she preceded him in death June 25, 2006. He is survived by two daughters and a son -in-

law, Roxanne (Tom) Klenke of Coldwater, Renee Brehm of Wabash; two grandchildren; and a sister. He was also preceded in 

death by a daughter, Priscilla Brehm; a son, Stewart Brehm; two sisters and brothers - in- law; and a brother. He served in the U. 

S. Army during World War II as a Sergeant of the 11th Armored Infantry Battalion 1st Armored Division. Funeral services will 

be Wednesday, at the St. Paul's United Church of Christ Church. Burial will follow in St. Paul's Chu rch Cemetery, with military 

honors by the American Legion and VFW of Coldwater. Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home, Celina is handling the 

arrangements. American Legion and VFW membership services will be Tuesday, at the funeral home. Memorial contribu tions may 

be directed the St. Paul's United Church of Christ, 1536 Oregon Road, Rockford.  

 

BREHM, Rudolph L. Brehm  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Rudolph L. "Rudy" Brehm, age 87, of Celina, passed away Friday, September 28, 2012 at Joint Township District Memorial 

Hospital, St. Marys. He was born on March 21, 1925 in Liberty Township, Rockford, Ohio to the late Carl & Hulda (Kable) Brehm . 

Rudy and Marjorie L. Monroe were married on  October 9, 1948. She survives, along with their son: Jeff (Annette Roehm) Brehm 

of Celina; a grandson: Austin Dugan; a sister: Margaret Enyart of Lebanon; a sister - in- law: Luetta Hill of Celina and many nieces 

& nephews. He retired from the Berne Hardware  Co., where he had worked as a mechanic. He then worked part - time at CBS 

Automotive in Celina. Rudy enjoyed Old Tractors, Tractor Shows and Engines. He was a 1943 Graduate of Rockford High School 

and a member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Liberty Townsh ip. Services are Monday, October 1st at W.H. Dick & Sons -

Hellwarth Funeral Home, Celina. Burial will follow at Swamp College Cemetery, Celina. Memorial Contributions may be made to S t. 

Paul's Lutheran Church, Liberty Township.  

 

BREMER, Seth Robert Bremer  

(Abstracted from http://www.ciscofuneralhome.com/obituaries/Seth -Bremer/#!/Obituary)  

Seth Robert Bremer, age 19, of Celina, Ohio, passed away on Tuesday, November 28, 2017 at Miami Valley Hospital in Dayton, 

Ohio, due to injuries sustained in a car accident. He was born September 14, 1998 in Dayton. He is survived by his mother, Ho pe 

Leane Stineback, Celina, his father, Eric Robert Bremer, Dayton, a sister, Kiara Bremer, Celina; two brothers, Braylon 

Stineback, Celina, and Logan Bremer, Dayton; maternal grandparents, Rhonda (Steve) Wade, Lebanon, Ohio, and Jeff (Sam) 

McDonald, Florida; pate rnal grandparents, Dinah (Robert) Bremer, Dayton; maternal great grandparents, Ron (Karen) Erisman, 

Dayton; maternal great -great grandmother, Grace Erisman, Dayton; aunts and uncles, Scott (Allison) McDonald, Hamilton, Ohio, 

Marla Bremer, Erin Bremer, and Nicole Harlo, all of Dayton, and Amber Siddall, Florida and numerous cousins. Preceded in death 

by his uncle Phillip Bremer. He was 2017 graduate of Celina Senior High School. He worked for Continental in St. Marys, Ohio.  

He enjoyed high school wrestling, riding his dirt bike and motorcycle, mudding and most of all driving his òtee-ruck.ó He was also 

a very avid Bengals and OSU football fan. Seth was a very spiritual person, and he strongly believed if you have family you h ave 

everything. He knew no strange rs; everyone was a friend. Sethõs loving and generous spirit continues to touch lives. It was his 

desire that when he passed on, if he could help improve or even save someone's life by organ donation, we would honor and 

respect his wishes. Funeral services  will be Monday, December 4, 2017 in Cisco Funeral Home, Celina. Burial will follow at North 

Grove Cemetery, Celina, OH. Memorial contributions can be made to C.A.L.L. Food Pantry, Celina, Ohio.  

 

BREWER, Carol K. Brewer  

(Abstracted from Schlosser Funeral Home, Wapakoneta, Ohio, 9 August 2017)  

Carol K. Brewer, age 80, of Cridersville, passed away Wednesday, August 9, 2017 at Cridersville Healthcare Center. Private 

family services will be held at a later date. Services by S chlosser Funeral Home, Wapakoneta.  



 

BREWER, Claudia P. Brewer  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 15 May 2017)         

Claudia P. Brewer, age 70, of Sidney and formerly of St. Marys, died Thursday, May 11, 2017, at the Pavilion of Sidney .  She was 

born on Aug. 3, 1946, in Lima to the late Eugene Karl and Pauline Growdon Kruse. On June 8, 1970, she married Ben E. Brewer, 

who died on Jan. 20, 2004. Survivors include three daughters, Lola (Logan) Fair of Sidney, Billie ( John Doyle) Brewer o f Sidney 

and Beth (Tyson) Houts of Sidney; two stepsons, Roger (Elaine) Brewer of Missouri and Don Brewer of Highland Park, MI; 12 

grandchildren: Nichole Patterson, Bobbi Redding, Kailyn Brewer, Kane Powell, Luke and Emma Dahlinghaus, Grant and Lainie Fair , 

Noah, Nylah, Norah Houts and Aevah Davis; a sister, Martha (Art Kohli, deceased) Smiley of Freyburg; two brothers, Ronald 

Kruse of Idaho and Henry (Maxine) Kruse of Cowgill, MO. She was preceded in death by a brother, Samuel Kruse, and a sister, 

Bonita ( Mike) Willeke. She retired from Copeland Corporation. Her family was the joy of her life along with her dog Daisy. She 

loved the Beach Boys, gardening, cook -outs and long days sitting on her porch relaxing and talking with neighbors. Claudia's 

heart was as  beautiful as her name. She will be deeply missed. Bayliff & Son Funeral Home, Cridersville is entrusted with the 

arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to the Shelby County Animal Rescue Foundation.  

 

BREWER, Dean A. Brewer  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Dean A. Brewer, 71, of 712 W. North Street, St.Marys, OH died Tuesday May 31, 2011 at St.Ritaõs Medical Center, Lima, 

OH. He was born in Sne edville, TN on September 28, 1939, the son of Huston and Dora (Mathis) Brewer.  He is survived by his 

wife, Ethel (Mullins) Brewer, whom he married on December 10, 1957 in Sneedville, TN.  He is also survived by 2 sons, David 

(Julia) Brewer; Jarrod (Carmen) Brewer both of St.Marys, OH; 2 daughters, Robin Brewer; Debbie (Dale) Ball both of St.Marys, 

OH; 12 grandchildren; and 15 great -grandchildren.  He was preceded in death by his brother, Ben Brewer; brother, Junior 

Brewer; sister, Gladys Holt; sister, Ruby R ichards.  He attended Claiborne County Schools in Sneedville, TN.  He was a retired 

production employee for the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company in St.Marys, OH.  He was an active member at St.Marys 

Missionary Baptist Church, where he had served as a deacon a nd song leader.  He enjoyed watching NASCAR, and followed the 

Cincinnati Bengal and the Tennessee Volunteers Football Teams.   He played guitar and loved singing blue grass tunes. Above all, 

he was a family man who greatly enjoyed and loved his grandchildre n and great -grandchildren.  Funeral rites will be held Friday, 

June 3, 2011, at Miller Funeral Home, 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 West) in St. Marys, OH.   Burial will follow at Elm Grove 

Cemetery, St. Marys, OH.  

 

BREWER, Ethel Jean Brewer  

(Abstracted from the  Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Ethel Jean Brewer, 71, of 712 W. North St., St. Marys, OH died at the Lima Memorial Hospital Wednesday, November 28, 2012 

after a brief ill ness.  Ethel was born February 26, 1941 in Sneedville, TN the daughter of Norman and Grace (Cinnamon) 

Mullins.  Her father died shortly after Ethel was born and she was lovingly raised by her mother and step -father, Reuben 

Standifer.   She married Dean A. B rewer on December 10, 1957 in Sneedville and on May 31, 2011 he preceded her in 

death.   She is survived by 2 sons: David (Julia) Brewer and Jarrod (Carman) Brewer, both of St. Marys, 2 daughters: Robin 

Brewer and Debbie (Dale) Ball, both of St. Marys. She  is also survived by her brother Jack (Linda) Standifer, Tazewell, TN. 

Ethel loved her 12 grandchildren and 17 great grandchildren.  She was preceded in death by her parents and step -father; her 

husband, Dean and her brother Bill Standifer.  Ethel was a member of the St. Marys Missionary Baptist Church.  Ethel attended 

the Tazewell TN School System. She was a devoted homemaker and a caring babysitter for many families. She was the self -

proclaimed òNumber one fan of Merle Haggardó.  Ethel greatly enjoyed readin g and crocheting, but mostly she loved to 

cook.  She was especially famous for her pies.   She will be missed by the family that she loved and all of her many 

friends.  Funeral services will be Saturday December 1, 2012 at the St. Marys Missionary Baptist Ch urch and burial will follow at 

the Elm Grove Cemetery.   The family prefers that memorials be directed to the St. Marys Missionary Baptist Church.  

 

BREWER, Harry E. Brewer  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 9 September 2014)  

Harry E. Bre wer, age 76, of New Bremen, died Monday, Sept. 8, 2014, at his residence. He was born on Sept. 20, 1937, in New 

Bremen. He was the son of Robert W. and Lidwina (Stegeman) Brewer. On July 7, 1956, he married Ruth Kitzmiller, who survives 

in New Bremen. Also  surviving are his children, Cheryl Overly of St. Marys, Charles and Tina Brewer of New Bremen, Bob 

Brewer of Casstown, Barbara and Mike Britenriker of Archbold and Christina and Terril Collier of Dayton, 15 grandchildren and  

12 great -grandchildren. Preced ing him in death were his parents, two grandchildren and his son -in- law, Edward Overly. A Mass 

of Christian Burial will be Friday at the Church of the Holy Redeemer in New Bremen. Burial will be in the German Protestant 

Cemetery in New Bremen. Gilberg -Hart wig Funeral Home in New Bremen handled the arrangements.   



 

BREWER, Nettie Ruth Brewer  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð July 12, 201 3) 

Nettie Ruth Brewer, age 61, of 1017 Hendricks Ave., St. Marys, died Wednesday, July 10, 2013, at Ohio State University 

Medical Center in Columbus. Funeral arrangements are being completed with the Miller -Long and Folk Funeral Home in St. 

Marys.  

 

BREWER, William E. Brewer  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

William E. Brewer, 90, 11300 Circle, St. Marys, Ohio died at Otterbein, St. Marys. He was bor n July 30, 1920 in Rolling Prairie, 

IN, the son of George and Joy (Helmick) Brewer.  He is survived by 1 brother, George (Lucia) Brewer, Ann Arbor, MI; 3 sisters, 

Lola Kesler, Wright City, MO ; Laura (Bob) Duncan, St. Marys, OH; and Joy Etcheson, Portage, IN .  Bill graduated from 

Merrillville High School, Merrillville, IN in 1938. He received a Bachelor of Science degree from Purdue University in 1948 a nd a 

Master of Science degree in 1950.   He served with the 19 th  Medical General Laboratory, US Army, in the Asiatic Pacific 

Theater of Operations 1943 -46. He worked for US Steel until retirement in 1982. He is a lifetime member of the Purdue 

Alumni Association.   Bill enjoyed his retirement home, Brant Hill, in Spencer, IN. He moved to Otterbein in 2005.   He loved 

getting together with his family and friends and was known for his celebrating of the New Year by hosting a lobster fest with  

all the trimmings on New Yearõs Eve.    He was a very jovial and congenial  gentleman. A remembrance service will be held 

Thursda y, May 19, 2011 at Otterbein Retirement Community.  Burial will follow on Saturday, May 18, 2011 at Rolling Prairie 

Cemetery, Rolling Prairie IN at 2:00 p.m. Ohio time (1:00 Indiana time).  

 

BRICKER, Earl V. Bricker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð December 26, 2013)  

Earl V. Bricker, age 92, of Greenville, passed away Saturday, Dec. 21, 2013, at Reid Hospital in Richmond, IN.  He was born on 

May 22, 1921, in Celina, the son of the late John K. and Mabel (Rush) Bricker.  He served in the  Pacific Theater in the U.S. Army 

during World War II as a cook and a medic. His combat service began in Australia, and he òisland hoppedó through New Guinea 

and the Philippines, and then ended as part of the occupation of Japan. He worked as a mechanic an d press operator at 

Goodyear in St. Marys for 28 years, retiring in 1979. He then worked for 15 years at Plants of Ruskin in Florida as a master 

gardener. He was a member of the First United Methodist Church and a life member of DAV in Wapakoneta.  He was preceded 

in death by his parents and brothers, Bevan and Lester Bricker. He is survived by his wife,   Laura L. (Young) Bricker of 

Greenville, whom he married on April 7, 1947, daughters and son -in- law, Laura Lee Marshall of Omaha, NE; Sandra Jayne and 

Pete Wolf of Piqua; grandchildren Michael Nesbitt; Jill Nesbitt; Dannielle Marshall; Kylle Dietz; Chet Knous; and Lacie Schuller; 

16 great -grandchildren; 3 great -great -grandchildren; brothers and sisters - in-law Don (Donna) Bricker of Celina; Carl (Barb) 

Bricke r of Greenville and Gene Bricker of Indianapolis, IN. Services will be Saturday at Zechar Bailey Funeral Home, 

Greenville.  Burial will follow in Elm Grove Cemetery in St. Marys.  Memorial contributions may be made to the Leukemia and 

Lymphoma Society, the  Disabled American Veterans, or to the Alzheimerõs Association. 

 

BRICKER, L. Kathleen Bricker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 18 June 2010)   

L. Kathleen Bricker, age 87, of 801 Kimberly Drive, St. Marys, and formerly of Houston, TX,  died Thursday, June 17, 2010, at 

the Valley Nursing Home in St. Marys. She had moved to St. Marys from Houston in 1994 to be near her family. She was born 

Aug. 16, 1922, in Nashville, AR, a daughter of Fonnie and Molly (Norman) Elder. On Sept. 8, 1942, sh e married James E. Bricker; 

he preceded her in death Dec. 10, 1993. She is survived by her two daughters, Janet (Joseph) Prukop of Alexandria, VA; Kay 

(Joseph) Kuebler of St. Marys; by five grandchildren, David Prukop of San Francisco, Victoria (Joseph) Al len-Sanchez of 

Colorado Springs, Steven Prukop of Alexandria, James (Leslie) Kuebler of Columbus, Rebecca Kuebler of Gainesville, FL; by 

three great -grandchildren and two sisters, Irene Keesler of Gilbert, AZ and Betty (Eugene) McRorie of Matthews, NC. She  was 

preceded in death by her parents; a sister, Gertrude Elliot; her husband and a grandchild, Kenneth Prukop. She was a 1940 

graduate of Mount St. Michael's Catholic Convent in Dallas, Texas. She was a hairdresser and had worked at Plaza Salon of 

Beauty in Houston for many years. She had also worked as a data processor at the J. E. Bricker Billing Service. She was a 

member of the St. Marys Art Association; she had been an art instructor, teaching China painting. She was an artist who 

worked in many media,  including China painting, porcelain dolls, oil painting, portraiture, and acrylic and watercolors. She was a 

member of Holy Rosary Catholic Church in St. Marys and its Legion of Mary. She had formerly belonged to St. Jerome's 

Catholic Church in Houston, T X, where she had been one of the founding members of the parish. A Mass of Christian Burial will 

be Monday at Holy Rosary Catholic Church in St. Marys. Burial will follow at Memorial Oaks Cemetery in Houston, TX, later in 

the week. Miller Funeral Home, 160 5 Celina Road, St. Marys is handling the arrangements. Memorial donations may be directed 

to Holy Rosary Catholic Church.  



 

BRICKER, Marjorie M. Bricker  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Oh io, 25 June 2015)  

Marjorie M. Bricker, age 87, of rural Mendon, passed away Thursday, June 25, 2015, at Celina Manor Nursing Home. She was 

born April 13, 1928 in Hancock County, Ohio, the daughter of the late Ross & Lucy (Baucher) Bricker. Her family moved  to 

Mercer County in 1932. Surviving Marjorie are: 2 Nephews, Jim (Connie) Bricker of Oxford and Dick (Beth) Bricker of Celina, 

and 4 great -nieces & nephews, Erin (Chris) Cole, Emily (Adam) Cisz, Shon (Kasey) Doseck and Christopher Doseck. Also surviving 

are her great -great nieces & nephews, Avery & Evan Cole, Alexander & Oliver Cisz, and numerous cousins. She was preceded in 

death by her brother & sister - in-law, Russell Eugene & Ruth Bricker, an infant sister, Ruth Pauline Bricker, a niece -in-law, Sylvia 

Bricker and a great niece, Heather Bricker.  Marjorie started her education at the Bethel Country School in Union Township, 

then graduated from Mendon -Union High School with the Class of 1946.  She worked at the R & O Restaurant, then The Fox 

Den, both in M endon. In 1948, she began a long career at Reynolds & Reynolds in Celina, retiring after 42 years of service. She 

had been a member of Hamilton -Bethel United Methodist Church, near Mendon, for most of her life. Gardening, crocheting, 

embroidery and reading  were Marjorie's favorite pastimes. She never missed a family event, and was always available to lend a 

helping hand. Marjorie was known for her cheerful attitude and consideration of others. She was dedicated about sending cards  

for all occasions and keep ing in close contact with her extended family and friends.  Funeral Services will be Monday, June 29th 

at W.H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow at Mendon Cemetery.  Memorial Contributions may be 

made to The Cancer Associatio n of Mercer County or Hamilton -Bethel United Methodist Church.  

 

BRICKER, Ruth Elizabeth Bricker  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Ruth Elizabeth Bricker, age 89, 8761 Kuck Road, Celina, died Wednesday, Dec. 24, 2008, at Joint Township District Memorial 

Hospital in St. Marys. She was born April 22, 1919, in Wharton, a daughter of Rev. Samuel F. and Flossie D. (Biggs) Bauders.  On 

Aug. 8, 1947, she married Russell E. "Gene" Bricker,  he preceded her in death on April 22, 2003. She is survived by 2 sons, 

Richard A. (Beth) Bricker of Celina, James E. (Connie) Bricker of Oxford; 1 sister; 1 sister - in-law; 4 grandchildren; and 1 great -

grandchild. She was also preceded in death by a daught er - in-law, Sylvia Wenning Bricker; a brother; a sister; and a 

granddaughter. Funeral services will be held Saturday, at W. H. Dick and Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will 

follow in the Mendon Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations are reque sted to be directed to The Cancer Association of Mercer 

County or The American Cancer Society.  

 

BRIDGES, Adaline Marie Bridges  

(Abstracted from Schlosser Funeral Home, Wapakoneta, Ohio, 18 February 2010)  

Adaline Marie Bridges, age 50, of Lima, departed th is life on the 18th day of February, 2010.  She was born the December 26, 

1959 in Newberry, MI to Mary Alice Mills and Patrick Bridges; she was later raised by Patricia "Pató and Dale Nantell of 

Newberry.  A devoted and loving mom to Abigail, Benjamin, and  Saharra Young who were born to her and her husband, Brian K. 

Young. Opportunities to carry forward her generous and adventurous spirit are endless.  Her sincere kindness and love of pets 

was a cornerstone of her character. Friends may call at the Unitaria n Universalist Fellowship of Lima, 875 West Market St. 

Tuesday March 2, 2010.  An additional gathering will be held in the Newberry, MI area, and will be announced at a later date.  A 

list of charitable organizations will be available at the visitation to f acilitate memorial donations.  

 

BRIGGS, Anna Louisa Briggs  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 17 March 2010)   

Anna Louisa Briggs, age 78, of rural Spencerville, died Monday, March 15, 2010, in the home of her sister, Betty (Emil) 

Allemeier of rural Spencerville following an extended illness. She was born on April 17, 1931, in Mercer County, a daughter of 

Leo Roscoe and Anna Elizabeth Seibert Briggs; they preceded her in death. She is survived by her sister and caregiver; her 

brother; a s ister - in- law; nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by three brothers. Funeral services will be Friday in 

the Mt. Union Church in Spencerville with burial to follow in the church cemetery. Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in 

Spencerville is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to the donor's choice.  

 

BRIGODE, Richard Remy Brigode  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 17 February 2010)    

Richard Remy "Dick" Brigode, age 87, of Lima, died Sunday, Feb. 14, 2010,  at his residence. He was born Sept. 19, 1922, in 

Charleston, WV, a son to Ace and Carmen (Pacot) Brigode; they preceded him in death. On Sept. 5, 1942, in Kentucky he married  

Winona Bernetta Rogers; she survives in Lima. He is also survived by a son, Rich ard R. (Christine) Brigode Jr. of Columbus; two 

daughters, Judith Ann (James) Liette of Tipp City, Sheryl Lynn Long of Willard; eight grandchildren, James C. (Angie) Liette,  

Katherine Ann (Nick) Stute, Dr. Timothy Allen (Diane) Liette, Lauralee (Bill) Jing o, Christopher Richard Brigode, Christopher 

Michael (Leah) Long, Jennifer Noelle (Matthew) Ripke, Corynne Elyse (Zachary) Schafer and 17 greatgrandchildren. He was 



preceded in death by his parents; a brother, Robert D. Brigode and a sister, J. Jane Brigode . He retired from Lima Electric, he 

also retired from Union Oil Company and previously worked in a steel foundry, Steel Castings in Lockland. He served in the 

United States Army from Nov. 1, 1942, to Feb. 28, 1944. He was a member of the Gomer United Churc h of Christ, Fort Amanda 

Lodge 706 F and AM and Past Master of Mercer Lodge 121 in St. Marys, past member of Sidney -Commandery and Rainbow Dad 

for several years. He was a member of the VFW 1275 and DAV. He was a very gentle man. He loved to golf and had a hole in one. 

He also loved woodworking. Funeral services will be Thursday with military honors by VFW 1275 at Chamberlain -Huckeriede 

Funeral home. There will be a Masons Service by the Fort Amanda Lodge 706.  

 

BRINCEFIELD, Betty Lou Brincefield  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 28 April 2008)    

Betty Lou Brincefield, age 69, of Spencerville, died Sunday, April 27, 2008, in the Triumph Hospital of Lima, following a sho rt 

illness. She was born Jan. 14, 1939, in Cridersville, a  daughter of Gideon E. and Nellie L. Strawser Eccard and they preceded her 

in death. On Jan. 1, 1955, she married Larry Joe Brincefield and he preceded her in death Aug. 1, 1988.  She is survived by a  

daughter, Vicki Lynn (Paul) McGowan of Coppers Cove, TX ; two sons, Mark A. (Annette M.) Brincefield of Jacksonville, FL and 

Larry D. Brincefield of Spencerville and a daughter - in- law; five grandchildren; and a brother. She was also preceded in death by 

a son, Michael W. Brincefield; and two sisters. Funeral se rvices will be Wednesday, in the Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in 

Spencerville. Burial will follow in the Spencerville Cemetery. The American Legion Auxiliary will conduct a memorial service at 

Wednesday at the funeral home. Memorial contributions may be directed to the American Legion Post 191 Auxiliary.  

 

BRINCEFIELD, David L. Brincefield  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

David L. Brincefield, 69, of 537 Touvelle Street in Celina, OH, died Thursday July 14, 2011 at St. Ritaõs Medical Center in Lima, 

OH. He was born May 18, 1942 in Auglaize Co., OH to Theodore and Leota (Keiber) Brincefield.  He is survived by 2 daughters, 

Lorain (Michael) Brincefield -Murray of Washington, DC; Kim (Brian) Yahl  of St. Marys, OH; 1 son, David (Sharon) Brincefield of 

Middle Point, OH; 7 grandchildren: David J. Brincefield, Caitlin Baldon, Leah Brincefield -Wermer, Daniel  Brincefield, Gabrielle 

Baldon, Chance Yahl, and Hope Yahl; 3 brothers, Ted (Patty) Brincefield of Lake Havasu, AZ; Jack Brincefield of Celina, OH; 

Neal (Connie) Brincefield  of Wapakoneta, OH; 5 sisters, Becky Dysert of St. Marys, OH; Nancy (Melvin) Heidt of Corpus 

Christi, TX; Barbara Clark of Ft. Lauderdale, FL; Sue Gasson; Brenda Weaver both of St. Marys, OH; and his former spouse, 

Shirley Hall of Coldwater, OH.  He was preceded in death by his parents; 4 brothers: Robert, Larry, Lewis and Michael 

Brincefield  and 1 sister, Sarah Lee Brincefield.   He was a reti red truck driver from the Mercer Leasing Co. in Mercer, OH.   He 

enjoyed outdoor activities, including fishing, hunting and gardening. Services for Mr. Brincefield are scheduled Tuesday July  19, 

2011 at Miller Funeral Home 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 West) i n St. Marys. Burial will follow at Resthaven Memory Gardens, 

near Moulton, OH. Memorial contributions may be directed to: National Tourette Syndrome Association  

 

BRINCEFIELD, Michael Lynn Brincefield  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð27 May 2010)   

Michael Lynn Brincefield (Crusty -Miller Mike), age 58, of Corpus Christi, TX, formerly of St. Marys, died Monday, May 17, 2010, 

at The Vista Care Center in Corpus Christi. He was born June 9, 1951, in Lima, a son to Theodore A. and Leota (Keib er) 

Brincefield who both preceded him in death. He is survived by nine brothers and sisters, Becky Dysert of Celina, Ted (Patti) 

Brincefield of Arizona, Jack Brincefield of Celina, Dave Brincefield of Rockford, Neal (Connie) Brincefield of Wapakoneta, 

Nancy (Melvin) Hight of Texas, Barbara Clark of Florida, Sue (Paul) Gasson and Brenda Fisher both of St. Marys and numerous 

nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by a sister, Sara; three brothers, Bobby, Larry and Lewis Brincefield; a brother -

in- law, Ji m Dysert and a sister - in-law, Betty Brincefield. He served during the Vietnam War in the Marine Corps. He was a 

shrimper and a surveyor. A Memorial Service will be Saturday at Schlosser Funeral Home and Cremation Services, 615 N. Dixie 

Hwy., Wapakoneta. Burial will follow in the Buckland Cemetery with military rites being performed by the VFW Post 8445. 

Memorial contributions may be directed to the American Cancer Society.  

 

BRINING, Sandra R. Brining  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 16 March 2011)   

Sandra R. Brining, age 65, of 03667 Amsterdam Road, New Bremen, died Tuesday, March 15, 2011, at St. Rita's Medical Center 

in Lima. She was born on Feb. 5, 1946, near Kettlersville, the daughter of Richard and Madella (Egbert) Berning, and t hey 

preceded her in death. On April 2, 1964, she married James W. Brining, and he survives near New Bremen. She is also survived 

by her children, Dawn (Tom) Fair of Sidney, Misty (Craig) Callahan of St. Marys, James R. Brining of New Bremen, Sherry (Jim)  

Brining of New Bremen; 13 grandchildren and 9 great -grandchildren. She was also preceded in death by her daughter, Bambi 

Brining and her sister, Kathryn Gilbert. She was a member of the FOE 1391 of Minster. She enjoyed spending time with her 



children and gr andchildren. Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home in New Bremen handled the arrangements. Services will be held at 

the convenience of the family.  

 

BRINKER, L. Kathleen Bricker  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxv ille, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

L. Kathleen Bricker, 87, of 801 Kimberly Drive, Saint Marys, and formerly of Houston, TX, died Thursday, June 17, 2010, at th e 

Valley Nursing Home in Saint Marys. She had moved to Saint Marys from Houston in  1994 to be near her family. She was born 

August 16, 1922, in Nashville, AR, the daughter of Fonnie and Molly (Norman) Elder. She married James E. Bricker on 

September 8, 1942; he preceded her in death on December 10, 1993. She is survived by her 2 daughte rs: Janet (Joseph) Prukop 

of Alexandria, VA; Kay (Joseph) Kuebler of Saint Marys; by 5 grandchildren: David Prukop of San Francisco; Victoria (Joseph) 

Allen -Sanchez of Colorado Springs; Steven Prukop of Alexandria; James (Leslie) Kuebler of Columbus, OH; R ebecca Kuebler of 

Gainesville, FL; by three great -grandchildren; by two sisters: Irene Keesler of Gilbert, AZ; Betty (Eugene) McRorie of 

Matthews, NC; and by an uncle, J. S. Norman, Jr of Houston, TX. She was preceded in death by her parents; a sister, Ger trude 

Elliot; her husband, and a grandchild, Kenneth Prukop. Kathleen was a 1940 graduate of Mt. St. Michaelõs Catholic Convent in 

Dallas, TX. She was a hairdresser and had worked at Plaza Salon of Beauty in Houston for many years. She had also worked as a  

data processor at the J.E. Bricker Billing Service. She was a member of the Saint Marys Art Association; she had been an art 

instructor, teaching china painting. She was an artist who worked in many media, including china painting, porcelain dolls, o il 

painting, portraiture, and acrylic and watercolors. She was a member of Holy Rosary Catholic Church in Saint Marys, and itõs 

Legion of Mary. She had formerly belonged to St. Jeromeõs Catholic Church in Houston, TX, where she had been one of the 

founding members of the parish. Mass of Christian Burial will be Monday, June 21, 2010, at Holy Rosary Catholic Church in Saint 

Marys.  Burial will follow at Memorial Oaks Cemetery in Houston, TX later in the week. Memorial donations may be directed to 

Holy Rosary Cath olic Church.  

 

BRINKMEYER, Mary Yarbrough Brinkmeyer  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Mrs. Mary Yarbrough Brinkmeyer, died Wednesday, May 14, 2008 at th e Olsen Center at The Forest at Duke, NC.   Mrs. 

Brinkmeyer was born in Erwin,  NC.  She moved to Durham at a young age and was educated in the Durham Public Schools.   She 

attended and graduated from Duke University.   She was married for 59 years to Robert H . Brinkmeyer, who preceded her in 

death in 2003.    She is survived by a daughter, Elizabeth B. (John) Graham, of Raleigh, NC; a son, Robert H. (Debra Rae Cohen) 

Brinkmeyer, Jr of Columbia, SC; granddaughters: Sarah G. (Rimas) Petrulis, Nancy G. (Blair) For d, Mary Brinkmeyer (Blake) 

Bailey, Eliza Brinkmeyer, Emma Brinkmeyer; great -grandchildren: Ben and Sidney Petrulis, Alex Ford, Amelia Bailey; sister - in-

law, Doreen Yarbrough; and 9 nieces and nephews.  She was a member of several clubs, including the Nation al Society of Colonial 

Dames of America, the Junior League of Washington, National Society Daughters of the Barons of Runnemede, The Order of 

the Crown in America, The Mayflower Society, and First Families of Virginia.   She was also an avid bridge player. Funeral 

services were held May 17, 2008 at Howerton and Bryan Funeral Chapel, Durham, NC. Burial will take place Monday, May 19, 

2008 at Elm Grove Cemetery in St. Marys, OH. Memorials may be directed to the American Heart Association, PO Box 5216, 

Glen Allen, VA 23058 or to the Benevolent Fund of The Forest at Duke, 2701 Pickett Road, Durham, NC 27705.  

 

BRISCOE, Amanda Jeanne Briscoe  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Amanda Jeanne Briscoe, age 29, 214 N. Front St., St. Marys died Aug. 25, 2006, at her residence following a brief illness. Sh e 

was born March 29, 1978, in Lima, to Desmond II and Christine Stewart Miller. Her mother Chri stine Miller Young survives in 

St. Marys. Also surviving are a step -son, Jaiden Srisongkham, St. Marys, and a brother, Raymond, of Wapakoneta. Deceased is a 

brother, Jason. A 1997 graduate of Jay County High School in Indiana, she attended DeVry Institute.  She was employed by 

AAP, St. Marys. Services will be Sunday at Miller -Long and Folk Funeral Home.  

 

BRITTON, William James Britton  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 27 May 2009)    

William James Britton, age 78, 807 Stratford Drive, S idney, died Tuesday, May 26, 2009, at the Kobacke House, Riverside 

Hospice, in Columbus, surrounded by his wife and children. He will be sadly missed by his wife of 53 years, his children, 

grandchildren and great -grandchildren. He was born on May 22, 1931,  in Bethel Park, PA, a son of the late George and Hazel 

(Jackson) Britton. On Dec. 31, 1955, he married Ellen Sue (Yarger) Britton and she survives. He is also survived by 3 childre n, 

Dave (Emilie) Britton of New Bremen, Sue (Rob) Fridley of Sidney, Pamela  (Francesco Guerra) Britton of Worthington; 9 

grandchildren, Ben (Becky) Schmiesing, Kyle (Jaclyn) Schmiesing, Kacie (Pete) Pape, Sarah (Brent) Wilker, Nate Fridley, Willi am 



Fridley, Alex Britton, Ellen Guerra and Michelina Guerra; 4 great -grandchildren, R eece Schmiesing, Reagan Schmiesing, Cameron 

Wilker and Braden Wilker. He was a U. S. Army Veteran of the Korean War, serving in the counter intelligence corp. He was a 

member of the Sidney Senior Swingers at Shelby Oaks Golf Club, also the Society of Autom otive Engineers. He also volunteered 

with the Shelby County United Way and The Salvation Army in Sidney. Mr. Britton graduated from the University of Pittsburgh 

in 1954 with a bachelor's degree in Education. He came to Sidney as the Vice President of Sales  for the Richard Klinger 

Company in 1976. As a new manufacturing company in Sidney, he was instrumental in the development of their sales and 

marketing efforts nationally. Bill left the company for a short period in 1987, but returned to Klinger in 1992. H e retired from 

Thermoseal (formally Klinger) in 1997. He was a member of The Church of Aurora in Aurora. Memorial services will be Friday, a t 

Cromes Funeral Home, 302 S. Main Ave., in Sidney. In keeping with Bill's wishes his body will be cremated before t he services. 

Memorials may be made to The Salvation Army, 419 Buckeye Ave., in Sidney, Ohio in William James Britton's memory.  

 

BROCK, Linda Sue Brock  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 29 June 2016)    

Linda Sue Brock, age 68, of Crestview Hills, KY, died Saturday, May 28, 2016, at her home.  She was born on April 4, 1948, in 

Celina to John and Grace Brock. Survivors are her brother Richard (Kay) Brock of St. Marys and two sisters. Also surviving ar e 

various nieces and nephews, great -nieces and nephews and great -great -nieces and nephews who loved her dearly. Funeral 

arrangements are pending. Don Catchen & Sons Funeral Home Elsmere, KY is handling the arrangements.  

 

BROCKMAN, Al F. Brockman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Ma rys, Ohio - 4 April 2011)  

Al F. Brockman, age 79, of 12800 State Route 29, Anna, and of Lake Port, FL, seven months out of the year during his 

retirement years, died on Saturday, April 2, 2011, at his home in Anna. He was born on Sept. 3, 1931, in New Brem en, the son of 

Aloys L. and Alvina (Schmitmeyer) Brockman, and they preceded him in death. He is survived by his sister; nine nieces and 

nephews; his friend and caregiver. He was also preceded in death by one sister and two brothers - in-law. He was a vetera n of the 

Korean War. A Mass of Christian burial will be Wednesday at Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Church. Burial will follow in 

Sacred Heart Cemetery with full military honors by the Anna American Legion. Memorial contributions may be directed to 

Wilson Hospice. Arrangements are being handled by Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster.  

 

BROCKMAN, Cyril E. Brockman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 6 January 2009)    

Cyril E. "Cy" Brockman, age 84, 413 E. Boundry St., Fort Recovery, died Mon day, Jan. 5, 2009, at The Gardens at St. Henry. He 

was born on July 13, 1924, in Chickasaw, a son of the late Henry and Anna (Hasselman) Brockman. On July 10, 1948, he married 

Betty Jean (Bergman) Brockman in Fort Recovery, and she survives in Fort Recover y. He is also survived by five sons, Cy Jr. 

(Linda) Brockman of Fort Recovery, Mike Brockman of Fort Recovery, Mitch Brockman of Portland IN, Jim (Pat) Brockman of 

Fort Recovery, Joe (Pat) Brockman of Portland IN; two daughters, Vicky (Roger) Knapke of Col dwater, Brenda (Mark) 

Eichenauer of Fort Recovery; a sister - in-law; three special aunts, Rosaline Fullenkamp of St. Henry, Luella Hasselman of St. 

Henry and Romilda Barhorst of Versailles; 22 grandchildren and 30 greatgrandchildren. He was also preceded in  death by two 

stepmothers, Mary Wenning and Mattie Gabbard; and a brother. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Thursday at Mary Help of 

Christians Catholic Church in Fort Recovery. Burial will follow in the St. Marys Cemetery in Ft. Recovery. Brockman -Boeckman 

Funeral Home in Fort Recovery is handling the arrangements. There will be a Knights of Columbus prayer service Wednesday at 

the funeral home. Memorial contributions may be directed to State of the Heart Hospice, St. Henry Emergency Squad or The 

Cy Brockman Memorial Fund in care of the Fort Recovery Community Foundation. Military graveside honors will be conducted by 

the American Legion.  

 

BROCKMAN, Gary A. Brockman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 31 October 2009)    

Gary A. Brockman, age 67, of Wapakoneta, died Thursday Oct. 29, 2009, at the St. Rita's Medical Center, Lima. He was born 

Dec.19, 1941, in Wapakoneta, a son of Wilson and Marcella (Kachelries) Brockman, who preceded him in death. On Nov. 27, 1964,  

he married JoAnn  Sizemore, who survives. He is also survived by three daughters, Jill (King) Mayse of Columbus, Lisa (Jason) 

Brockman of Raleigh, NC, Shari Brockman of Dayton; six grandchildren; and a brother. Funeral services will be Monday, at the 

St. Paul United Church  of Christ in Wapakoneta. Burial of the cremated remains will be at a later date in the Greenlawn 

Cemetery, Wapakoneta. Bayliff and Eley Funeral Home, St. Rt. 501, Wapakoneta is handling the arrangements. In lieu of flowers  

memorials may be directed to the  St. Paul United Church of Christ or to the American Heart Association.  

 

BROCKMAN, Marcella A. Brockman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 3 June 2008)    



Marcella A. Brockman, age 96, of Wapakoneta, died Monday, June 2, 2008, at Wapako neta Manor. She was born Jan. 27, 1912, in 

Moulton, a daughter of John and Alvina (Schroer) Kachelries, and they preceded her in death. On April 30, 1939, she married 

Wilson Brockman, and he preceded her in death May 30, 1979. She is survived by two sons, Donald (Marjorie) Kachelries, Gary 

(JoAnn) Brockman, both of Wapakoneta; six grandchildren, Joyce Kachelries, David (Julie) Kachelries, Michael (Lisa) Kachelrie s, 

Jill (King) Mayse, Lisa (Jason) Brockman, Shari Brockman; 14 great -grandchildren; and 12 grea t -great -grandchildren. She was 

preceded in death by two grandchildren, Kary Kachelries and Steven Kachelries; four brothers, Arnold, Aaron, Merlin and 

Lester Kachelries. Merlin and Lester were killed in the 1920 tornado that destroyed Moulton. She retired in 1981 as head cook 

at Centennial Elementary School of the Wapakoneta City Schools, after 31 years of service. She was a 62 year member of the 

St. Paul United Church of Christ, Wapakoneta, and its Women's Guild. She was also a former choir member of the c hurch. A 

1930 graduate of Blume High School, she was a member of the Senior Citizens and the Garden Club, both of Wapakoneta. Her 

life revolved around her church and family. She enjoyed crocheting, and made a latch hook picture of "The Last Supper" that 

st ill hangs at the church. Funeral services will be Thursday at St. Paul United Church of Christ, Wapakoneta. Burial is to foll ow 

in the Greenlawn Cemetery, Wapakoneta. Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, Ohio 501, Wapakoneta is handling the arrangements. 

Memorial contributions may be directed to the St. Paul United Church of Christ.  

 

BROCKMAN, Warren G. Brockman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 17 June 2010)   

Warren G. Brockman, age 86, formerly of Minster and a resident of Otterbein - St. Marys, died Wednesday, June 16, 2010, at 

Joint Township District Memorial Hospital in St. Marys. He was born July 17, 1923, in New Bremen, a son of Benjamin and 

Evelyn Rump Brockman; they preceded him in death. On June 28, 1950, he was married to Adelaide Thieman; she preceded him 

in death Feb. 15, 1992. He was then married on April 15, 1994, to Marita Bruns Elking; she preceded him in death Dec. 8, 2004 . 

He is survived by his children, Ann (Marvin) Selhorst of Wapakoneta, Mary (Ted) Beckman of Minster, Jan e (Virgil) Bertke of 

St. Marys; eight grandchildren; eight great -grandchildren; siblings, Helen Wissman of New Bremen, Vernita (Mack) Wellman of 

New Bremen and a brother - in- law, Wilbur Gruebmeyer of New Bremen. He was preceded in death by two brothers, Ear l and Paul 

Brockman and a sister, Gladys Gruebmeyer. He was a former member of the St. Augustine Church in Minster. He was a member 

of the New Bremen American Legion. He was a veteran of the U. S. Air Force. He was a retired tool and die Maker at Wayne 

Tra il, Fort Loramie. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Saturday at St. Augustine Church. Burial will follow at St. Augustine 

Cemetery. Full military honors at the graveside will be by the New Bremen American Legion. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in 

Minster is handl ing the arrangements.  

 

BRODBECK, G. Eugene Brodbeck  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð28 March 2016)    

G. Eugene òGeneó Brodbeck, age 98, of St. Marys, OH died Monday March 28, 2016 at Otterbein ð St. Marys. He was born 

February 23, 1918 in Noble Twp. ð Auglaize Co., OH to Ralph C. and Margaret E. (Schillinger) Brodbeck. On November 10, 1946 

at Zion Luthe ran Church in St. Marys, he married Onnolee M. Wilkens, who died June 3, 2015. Survivors include:  2 daughters 

Joyce (Terry) Finke  of Celina, OH; Kristine Ann (Nick) Doversberger  of Welches, OR; 1 son Mark (Barb) Brodbeck  of Mt. 

Vernon, OH; 6 grandchildren : Greg (Jennifer) Finke of Hamilton, OH; Matthew (Christine) Finke of Madeira, OH; Eric (Leah) 

Finke of Sidney, OH; Sarah (Kelly) Halliwell of Albany, OR; Jeanna (Bill) Doversberger of Canaby, OR; Joshua (Katya) Brodbeck  

of Upper Arlington, OH;  14 great -grandchildren; and 1  sister Rachel Webb  of Rockford, OH. Preceded in death by: parents 

Ralph and Margaret Brodbeck; wife Onnolee Brodbeck; and a sister Naomi Now. He was a graduate of Center Twp. Neptune High 

School (Class of 1935). He was a veteran of the U nited States Army, having served in the 34th Bomber Squadron, 17th Bomber 

Group during World War II, having served in the Mediterranean Theatre. Gene retired in 1981 from the Goodyear Tire & 

Rubber Co. in St. Marys, where he worked as a machinist. He was a  member of Zion Lutheran Church, where he served as Sunday 

School superintendent for many years, and held many other church offices. He was also a life member of American Legion Post 

#323, life member of VFW Post #9289 and St. Marys Kiwanis Club. His favor ite pastime was playing a round of golf, reading a 

good book, playing cards, dancing and spending his winters in Florida. Funeral services are scheduled Sunday April 3, 2016 at  

Zion Lutheran Church 210 N. Wayne Street in St. Marys. Burial, with full milita ry graveside honors, will follow at Elm Grove 

Cemetery, in St. Marys. Memorial contributions may be directed to Zion Lutheran Church. Miller Bros. Funeral Directors in St.  

Marys are entrusted with the arrangements   

 

BRODBECK, Kenneth A. Brodbeck  

(Abstract ed from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 11 May 2015)    

Kenneth A. Brodbeck, age 65, of 7080 Fleetfoot Road, Celina,  OH, died Monday, May 11, 2015, in the emergency department of 

Coldwater Community Hospital. He was born June 14, 1949, in Celina, OH, the son of Albert and Marjorie (Steele) Brodbeck. He 

married Janet Miller on May 15, 1971, and she preceded him in death on October 8, 1995. He married Margo Muhlenkamp on 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/
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July 23, 1999, and she survives at the residence. He is survived by 1 daughter, Kris (Tim) Kaiser of Troy, OH; 2 grandsons, 

Nathan and Ryan Kaiser of Troy; his siblings: Rodney (Dawn) Brodbeck of Saint Mar ys; Kathy (Roger) Rutschilling of Coldwater, 

OH; and Dave (Jill) Brodbeck of Saint Marys. He was preceded in death by his parents; wife; an infant son, Jeffrey Brodbeck; 

his mother and father - in- law Glenn and Catherine Miller and also Isidor and Henrietta Muhlenkamp. Ken was a 1967 graduate of 

Saint Marys Memorial High School. He was a veteran of the United States Air Force, serving from 1968 -72. He retired from 

Crown Equipment Corporation in New Bremen. He was a member of Saint Paulõs United Church of Christ in Saint Marys, and 

American Legion Post 323. Ken had many hobbies, including model railroading, raising show chickens, ducks, rabbits and other 

birds. He loved all kinds of animals, and had his own òmini-zooó at his home. He also enjoyed collecting baseball cards, watching 

sports and spending time with his family and grandchildren.  Funeral rites will be Thursday, May 14, 2015, at the Miller Funeral 

Home, 1605 Celina Road, Saint Marys, Ohio. Burial, with military honors, will follow at Mercer Memory Gard ens, Celina. 

 

BRODBECK, Onnolee M. Brodbeck  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 3 June 2015)    

Onnolee M. Brodbeck, age 91, a resident of Otterbein Saint Marys Retirement Community, died Wednesday, June 3, 2015, at 

Otterbein Saint Marys. She was born May 11, 1924, in Saint Marys, the daughter of Arty and Emma (Burkhart) Wilkens. She 

married G. Eugene Brodbeck on November 10, 1946, at the Zion Lutheran Church in Saint Marys. Gene survives at Otterbein 

Saint Marys. She is also survived by her 3 children: Joyce (Terry) Finke of Celina; Kristine (Nick) Doversberger of Oregon Ci ty, 

OR; Mark (Barbara) Brod beck of Mt. Vernon, OH; 6  grandchildren: Greg (Jennifer) Finke of Hamilton, OH; Dr. Matthew 

(Christine) Finke of Madiera, OH; Eric (Leah) Finke of Sidney, OH; Sarah (Kelly) Halliwell of Albany, OR; Jenna (Bill) 

Doversberger of Canaby, OR; Joshua ( Katya) B rodbeck of Upper Arlington, OH; 14 great -grandchildren; 2 sisters - in- law: 

Dorothy Wilkens of Saint Marys and Rachel Webb of Rockford, OH. She was preceded in death by her parents, and by a 

brother, Kenneth Wilkens. Onnolee was a 1942 graduate of Saint Mary s Memorial High School. She had worked at the former 

Saint Marys Woolen Mill and served as head cafeteria cook at Memorial High School for 15 years. Onnolee was an active 

member of Zion Lutheran Church in Saint Marys, where she had been active in the Dorca s Society of the church and also the 

Women of the Church. She was a talented quilter and seamstress and also belonged to numerous card clubs. She especially 

enjoyed playing cards with her friends at the Auglaize County Senior Citizens Center and was a memb er of the Tampa Club. She 

and her husband, Gene, enjoyed wintering in Florida for many years. Funeral rites will be Saturday, June 6, 2015, at Zion 

Lutheran Church, Saint Marys. Burial will follow at Elm Grove Cemetery, Saint Marys. Memorial gifts may be g iven to Zion 

Lutheran Church.  

 

BRODBECK, Vernon Larry Brodbeck  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 16 June 2014)  

Vernon Larry Brodbeck, age 71, of Celina, died Saturday, June 14, 2014, at St. Rita's Medical Center, in Lima, where he was a 

patient. He was born on Feb. 2, 1943, in Celina, to Vernon Gerald and Helen (Harms) Brodbeck. On Feb. 5, 1966, he married 

Nicholl Holaday, and she survives in Celina. He was a veteran of the U. S. Army, serving during the Vietnam Era. Surviving al ong 

wit h his wife, Nickie, are two children, Vernon (Carrie) Brodbeck of Chickasaw, and Michelle (Gary) Sharp of Neptune. Vernon 

was fortunate to also have six grandchildren and four siblings - three who survive, and one who preceded him in death. Memorial 

servic es will be held at a later date, at the convenience of the family. Memorials may be directed to the donor's choice. 

Ketcham-Ripley Funeral Home, in Rockford is handling arrangements.  

 

BRODBECK, William Aaron Brodbeck  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St . Marys, Ohio ð 13 August 2010)   

William Aaron Brodbeck, age 78, of Swanton, died Wednesday Aug. 11, 2010, in his home surrounded by his entire family. He was  

born April 10, 1932, in St. Marys, a son to Arthur and Thelma (Sampson) Brodbeck. He married his  high school sweetheart Mary 

Holtzhauer on May 8, 1954. Bill graduated from St. Marys Memorial High School, where he was a proud "Roughrider" football 

player. He is survived by the love of his life, Mary and their children, Chris (Tony) Williamson, Ann Bue tow, Mike (Sue) 

Brodbeck, Joe Brodbeck, Xavier (Pam) Brodbeck, Aileen (Kevin) Berry, Bonita Brown, Betty (Jay) Perrin, Jennifer (Mike) 

Schmidt, and Lorma (Dave) Wendt; grandchildren, Gabe, Anthony, Trista, Lee, Neal, Patti, Amanda, Nate, Molly, Kate, Brian , 

Brittany, Trent, Kimberly, Travis, Jaycee, Tyler, Alex, Andrea, Lydia, Marcus, Augusta, Chaz, Erika, Gannon and four great -

grandchildren; his brother, Thomas (Cathy) Brodbeck; his sister, Nancy (Richard) McCreedy and a sister - in-law, Patricia 

Monger. In addition to his parents, Bill was preceded in death by his son -in- law, Mel Buetow and his sister - in- law, Anna 

Brodbeck. He served in the Marine Corp and he was stationed for 14 months in Korea during the Korean War. He returned to 

civilian life as a linema n for the city of St. Marys. Later he moved to Swanton and was employed by High Voltage and L. E. 

Meyers, Inc., Toledo. He was an IBEW 245 member for more than 40 years. Bill's greatest love was his family. He was an active  

member of St. Richard Catholic C ommunity. He was instrumental in starting the CYO football program at St. Richard School in 

1967, serving as their first coach. He was also a former president of the Swanton Athletic Booster's Club and Past Grand 
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Knight of the Knights of Columbus Sacred He art Council 2850. He was a member of the Swanton American Legion Post 479, and 

paid tribute to his comrades by serving with the Honor Guard. In his retirement, Bill enjoyed fishing, reading, Ohio State 

football and watching his grandchildren in their activ ities and sporting events. Weigel Funeral Home in Swanton is handling the 

arrangements. A Mass of Resurrection will be Monday at St. Richard Catholic Church. Interment will follow at St. Richard 

Cemetery with Military Honors. His charitable interest is the  St. Richard's Student Tuition Assistance Program, and the 

Knights of Columbus Pro -Life Ultrasound Project.  

 

BRODERS, Christian H. Broders  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 12 July 2 016)           

Christian H. "Chris" Broders, age 86, passed away at The Gardens at Celina, Tuesday, July 12, 2016. Chris was a native of Iow a 

and had been a Celina resident for many years. Chris was a U.S. Army Veteran and retired from the Goodyear Plant i n St. Marys 

after 35 years of service. At his request, no visitation or services are planned. Burial will be at the St. Marys Cemetery, C elina 

 

BRODIE, George H. Brodie  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 17 April 2017)     

George H. "Skip" Brodie, age 80, of Wapakoneta, died Friday, April 14, 2017, at Wapakoneta Manor. He was born on Nov. 18, 

1936, in Detroit, MI, the son of George Joseph and Elizabeth (Arnold) Brodie, who preceded him in death. On April 22, 1957, h e 

married  Vedna Reed, and she died on March 21, 2000. Survivors include two children, Mitchell (Rose) Brodie, Wapakoneta, and 

Michelle Simpko, Indian Lake; longtime companion, Kitty Boedicker, Wapakoneta; daughter - in- law, Diane Brodie, Indian Lake; 

five grandchildr en and seven great -grandchildren; and a brother, Joseph (Betty) Brodie, Maumee. He was preceded in death by 

his son, Michael Brodie. Skip worked as a labor union representative with the Teamsters Union Local 908, Lima. He attended th e 

Fork Union Military A cademy and Findlay College and was a veteran of the U.S. Air Force. Skip attended First United Methodist 

Church, Wapakoneta, and his memberships included the VFW Post 8445, the American Legion Post 330 and a life member of the 

Amvets Post 333 all of Wapako neta. He was also a member of the Moose Lodge 1533, Indian Lake. His hobbies included 

traveling, exercising and playing golf in his younger years. Funeral services will be Thursday at the Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, 

1102 Lincoln Ave., (Ohio 501), Wapakone ta. Private family committal will be on Friday in the Memorial Park Mausoleum, Lima. 

Memorial contributions may be directed to the Auglaize County Humane Society or the American Cancer Society.  

 

BROERING, Cyril R. Broering  

(Abstracted from the Evening Lea der, St. Marys, Ohio ð December 7, 2012 ) 

Cyril R. òCyó Broering, age 84, of 2204 St. Johns Road in Maria Stein died Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2012, at the Gardens of St. 

Henry.  He was born on Sept. 6, 1928, in Cassellav to Anthony and Josephine (Holdheide) Broeri ng, who preceded him in 

death.  He married Mildred òMillieó Guggenbiller on May 7, 1952, in Sharpsburg. She survives in Maria Stein. He is also survived 

by children Anthony (Linda) Broering, Michael (Kathy) Broering, Steve (Nancy) Broering, Ken (Karen) Bro ering and Elaine (David) 

Wolters, all of Maria Stein; 26 grandchildren; 26 great -grandchildren; 1 brother; and 2 sisters - in- law.  He was preceded in 

death by seven brothers and one sister.  He was a veteran of the Korean War. Mass of Christian Burial will b e Monday at St. 

John the Baptist Catholic Church.  Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster is in charge of the arrangements.  Burial will take place in 

St. John Cemetery. Donations may be made to State of the Heart Hospice and Marion Township Community Park.  

 

BROERING, Kathryn J. Broering  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð January 12, 2015 )    

Kathryn J. "Kate" Broering, age 91, passed away Thursday, Jan. 8, 2015 at Avow Hospice in Naples, FL.   A resident of Maria 

Stein, Kate had previously live d in Celina for many years.  Born on Oct. 23, 1923, in Maria Stein, she was the daughter of the 

late  Anthony and Anna H. Lochtefeld Kleinhenz. She married Dr. Andrew F. Broering D.D.S. on Sept. 9, 1950, and he preceded 

her in death on July 12, 1993. She is survived by their 3 children:   Nancy E. Broering of Maria Stein,  Dr. Jane A. (Barry) 

Broering -Ammons M.D. of Toledo and Dr. Thomas K. (Kathryn) Broering D.D.S. of Minster; 3 grandchildren; 1 sister and 3 

brothers as well as brothers and sisters - in-law. Preceding her in death were four brothers and sisters and brothers - in- law. A 

Mass of Christian burial will be Friday at  Immaculate Conception Church, Celina.  Burial will follow at St. Marys Cemetery in 

Celina. W.H. Dick and Sons-Hellwarth Funeral Home in Celi na is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made 

for Masses  or to the Immaculate Conception Endowment Fund .  

 

BROERING, Kathryn J. Broering  

(Abstr acted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 8 January 

2015) 

Kathryn J. òKateó Broering, age 91, of Maria Stein, passed away Thursday, Jan. 8, 2015 at Avow Hospice in Naples, FL. Kate had 

been a Celina resident for many years. Born Oct. 23, 1923 in Maria Stein, the daughter of the late Anthony & Anna H. 

Lochtefeld Kleinhenz. Kate and Dr. Andrew F. Broering, DDS were married on Sept. 9, 1950, and he preceded her in death on 

https://givalike.org/dm/Kathryn%20J.%20%22Kate%22%20Broering/R/2432884/Nonprofit-Directory/Nonprofit/431724554/Immaculate-Conception-Endowment-Fund?eqg=1


July 12, 1993. She is surviv ed by their 3 children: Nancy E. Broering of Maria Stein, Dr. Jane A. (Barry) Broering -Ammons, MD 

of Toledo and Dr. Thomas K. (Kathryn) Broering, DDS of Minster, and 3 grandchildren: Katelyn Rose Ammons, Grace Elizabeth 

Ammons and Andrew Frank Broering.  Also surviving Kate are her sister & brothers: Mary Heitbrink of Dayton, Harold (Virginia) 

Kleinhenz and Thomas Kleinhenz of St. Henry, and Andrew (Betty) Kleinhenz of Centerville; brothers & sisters - in-law: Martha 

Kleinhenz of St. Marys, Harold (Rosella) B roering of Maria Stein, Irene Broering of Frenchtown and Mildred Broering of St. 

Henry. Preceding her in death were her brothers: Joseph (Lucille Kleinhenz -Heric) Kleinhenz, Paul (Irene) Kleinhenz, Walter 

(Adeline) Kleinhenz and Stanley Kleinhenz, and sist er & brothers - in- laws: Rosemary (Norbert) Overman, Lawrence (Stella) 

Broering, Richard (Ellenora) Broering, Joseph (Ann Rita) Broering, Father Victor Broering, Roman (Erma) Broering and Clarence  

and Cyril Broering. She was a member of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Maria Stein, and had volunteered at The 

Spiritual Center. A former member of the Immaculate Conception Parish in Celina, Kate had been very active with the church 

and school as a member of the Altar -Rosary Society, the Daughters of Isabe lla, and working as a volunteer in the school 

cafeteria. Kate was a homemaker and an accomplished seamstress, who custom tailored clothing for family and friends. She 

enjoyed playing bridge and attending her grandchildren's activities. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Friday, January 16th  at 

Immaculate Conception Church, Celina. Burial will follow at St. Marys Cemetery in Celina. W.H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral 

Home in Celina is handling the arrangements. In memory of Kate, donations may be made for Ma sses or to the Immaculate 

Conception Endowment Fund. 

 

BROERMAN, Alfred M. Broerman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 7 February 2009)    

Alfred M. Broerman, age 75, 08500 New Bremen -New Knoxville Road, New Bremen, died Friday, Feb. 6, 2009, at Joint Township 

District Memorial Hospital in St. Marys. He was born on May 28, 1933, in Fort Loramie, a son of Fred and Christine (Spoltman)  

Broerman. On June 9, 1956, he married Patricia Hartings who survives near New Bremen. Also surviving are h is children Debra 

(Kent) Stiger of Pittsburgh, Jeffrey (Denise) Broerman of Lakeview, Susan (John) Borchers of Troy, Robert Broerman of New 

Bremen; 3 grandchildren; 1 sister Dorothy (Joseph) Wuebker of Minster, and 2 brothers Frank (Marlene) Broerman of Ti pp 

City, and Carl (Roseann) Broerman of Fort Loramie. He was preceded in death by his brothers Lawrence and Leo Broerman and 

his sisters Louise Shadley and Alvera Arling. He was a farm toy collector. He enjoyed traveling to Las Vegas, NV. He was self -

employed, owning and operating Broerman Trucking of New Bremen and also was engaged in farming. He was a 1951 graduate of 

Fort Loramie High School. Funeral services will be Tuesday, at the Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home in New Bremen. Burial will 

follow in the Ge rman Protestant Cemetery, New Bremen. Memorial contributions may be made to the Grand Lake Hospice or to 

the American Heart Association.  

 

BROERMAN, Melvin J. Broerman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 10 December 2010)   

Melvin J. "Mel " Broerman, age 79, of West Carrollton, died Wednesday, Dec. 8, 2010, at Hospice of Dayton. He was born Sept. 

12, 1931, in St. Marys, the son of Julius J. and Marie (Liesner) Broerman, and they preceded him in death. He is survived by his 

wife of 55 years,  Patricia; his mother - in- law, Pearl Krampe of Piqua; his children, Becky (Jim) Stafford of West Carrollton, 

Barry Broerman of Kettering, Brenda (Phil) Payne of Englewood, Beverly (Steve) Chaffin of Kettering, Barbara (Nick) Rolfe of 

West Carrollton; two br others, Donald Broerman of Rocky River, Julius (Shely) Broerman Jr. of Fredericktown; four sisters, 

Betty (Bill) McIntyre of Sacramento, CA, Sr. Rose Margaret Broerman of Dayton, Doris Blanke of New Bremen, Thelma (Tom) 

Eulitt of Muncie, IN; 8 grandchildre n, Michelle Garman, Nicholas (Amy) Garman, Ashley (Brad) Perkins, Tyler (Beth) Payne, Tim 

(Jamie Ullmer) Payne, Angel Taylor, Steve Chaffin, Tanner Rolfe and 1 great -grandson, Andrew Chaffin. He was a member of St. 

Henry Catholic Church. A Mass of Christia n Burial will be Monday at St. Henry Catholic Church, 6696 Springboro Pike in Miami 

Township. Burial will follow at Evergreen Cemetery in West Carrollton. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made  to 

the American Cancer Society or the Hospice of Dayton. Arrangements are being handled by Sanner Funeral Home in West 

Carrollton.  

 

BROERMAN, Thomas L. Broerman  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð December 2, 2013)  

Thomas L. Broerman, 61 of Minster, died Saturday Nov. 30, 2013, at St. Ritaõs Medical Center, Lima.  He was born Aug. 26, 

1952, in Coldwater, to the late Lawrence and Thelma (Hartings) Broerman. His mother survives in Cranberry Prairie. He married  

Pamela K. Liette on June 28, 1980, at St. Louis Catholic Church, North Star.   She survives in Minster. He is also survived by 

children Christine Broerman and Greg Marchel, of Piqua; Brian Broerman, of Fort Wayne, IN; Alan and Heather Broerman, of 

Spencerville; Sar ah Broerman and Harold Charles, of Spencerville; 6 grandchildren, William, Lauren, Christopher, Shannon, 

Alicia and Wayne; brothers and sisters, Virginia (John) Voress, of New Bremen; Charles (Dolly) Broerman, of New Bremen; 

Phyllis Broerman, of New Bremen ; Nancy Bond, of Celina; Mark Broerman, of New Weston; Walter (Ronda) Broerman, of 

Carthagena; Sandy Poeppelman, of New Bremen; mother - in- law Madonna Liette, of North Star; in - laws Linda (Mike) Kuether, of 

Yorkshire; and Steve (Shelia) Liette, of Versaille s. He was preceded in death by his father and a brother - in- law Jere Bond and 



father - in- law Lowell Liette.  He was member of St. Augustine Catholic Church, Minster, Minster Knights of Columbus, and a 

1970 graduate of St. Henry High School. He had worked for  Minster Farmers Co -Op and was a truck driver for Go Bucks 

Trucking. Funeral services will be Thursday at Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster. Burial will take place in St. Augustine 

Cemetery.  

 

BROOKHART, Elizabeth Ann Brookhart  

(Abstracted from the Evening  Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð September 17, 2013 ) 

Elizabeth Ann òBettyó Brookhart, age 86, of Coldwater, died on Friday, Sept. 13, 2013, at Celina Manor. She was born on May 17, 

1927, in Coldwater, to the late Robert H. and Eulalia òPegó (Bernard) Giere. On Feb. 4, 1948, she married Dane Lamar Brookhart 

and he died in 1993. She is survived by 8 children, Curtis (Ruth) Brookhart of New Bremen; Craig Brookhart of Cleveland; 

Douglas (Marjorie) Brookhart of Dayton; Dale Brookhart of Dayton, Roy (Cris) Brookhart of  Cary, NC; Gail (William) Standhardt 

of Indianapolis, IN; Anita (Alan) Olsen of Germany and Barbara (Chuck) Pinney of Lima; 19 grandchildren; 24 great -

grandchildren; and by 1 sister and brother - in- law. She was preceded in death by a grandchild; a great -grandchild; a sister and 

brother - in- law. A Mass of Christian burial will be Monday at Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Coldwater. Burial will be in St. 

Elizabeth Cemetery, Coldwater. Memorials may be made to Alzheimerõs Association, State of the Heart Hospice or donorõs 

choice. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Coldwater is in charge of the arrangements.  

 

BROOKHART, Harriet Lee Brookhart  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Harriet Lee Brookhart, ag e 84, of Montezuma, died Wednesday, July 3, 2013 at her residence. She was born on April 18, 1929 

in Celina, the daughter of the late Harold J. & Ada M. (Meyer) Gray. She married Gordon D. Brookhart on September 28, 1946, 

and he died July 7, 2001. Also pre ceding her in death were a daughter, Maralee, who died in infancy, and 3 brothers: Jack, Max 

and Michael Gray. Harriet is survived by 1 son, Gary Brookhart of Montezuma and 3 grandchildren: Jordon, Casey and Aaron 

Brookhart, great - granddaughter, Ava Kay L ee Martin, 1 sister, Margie (Bernard) Frahm, and 1 brother, Marvin Gray, all of 

Celina. A homemaker, Harriet had also worked at Mersman Tables, and at Motel Celina as a cleaning lady. She was a member of 

the Montezuma United Methodist Church and had attend ed Celina Schools. Most of all, Harriet enjoyed spending time at home 

with her family, collecting Fenton Glassware and working in her flower garden. Funeral Services are Monday, July 8th at W. H.  

Dick & Sons-Hellwarth Funeral Home, Celina. Burial will foll ow at Swamp College Cemetery, Celina. Contributions in Memory of 

Harriet may be made to: Foundation Fighting Blindness, 7168 Columbia Gateway Drive, Suite 100, Columbia, MD 21046.  

 

BROOKHART, Herbert Wayne Brookhart  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St.  Marys, Ohio ð January 13, 2012 )   

Herbert Wayne Brookhart, age 90, of Wapakoneta, died Thursday, Jan. 12, 2012, at Lima Memorial Health System. He was born 

on June 9, 1921, in Auglaize County, to Dorwin and Ethel (Burnfield) Brookhart.  On April 14, 1946,  he married Betty A. 

Hixenbaugh, and she survives. He is also survived by 3 sons, Dennis (Cheryl) Brookhart of Dallas, TX, Roger Brookhart of 

Charlotte, NC, and Gordon (Tammy) Brookhart of Westerville; 10 grandchildren; and 8 great -grandchildren. He was pr eceded in 

death by a sister and brother - in-law. He was a veteran of the U.S. Army Air Corps, and served during World War II in the 

Middle East Theater and of the European Theater.   Funeral services will be held Monday at the Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, 

State Route 501. Burial is to follow in the Greenlawn Cemetery in Wapakoneta, where military rites will be conducted by the 

Wapakoneta Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8445. A Masonic memorial service will be held Sunday at the funeral home. 

Memorial contribut ions may be directed to the charity of the donorõs choice.  

 

BROOKHART, John Douglas Brookhart  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

John Douglas òDougó Brookhart, 71, of Saint Marys, OH, died of a sudden illness Saturday, February 16, 2013, at Joint Township 

District Memorial Hospital in Saint Marys, with his loving family at his side. He was born February 26, 1941, in Parkersburg,  WV, 

the son of Earl and  Eloise (Waterman) Brookhart. He married Mary Alyce Smith on January 20, 1962 and she survives at the 

residence. He is also survived by his 2 daughters: Lucy (John) Homan of Sidney, OH; Alicia (Phil) Homan of Celina, OH; by 5 

grandchildren: Gage Douglas Ho man; Madeline Allyce Homan; Mackenzie Alexis Homan; Mason Robert Homan; Peyton Lavern 

Homan; by 1 brother: Peter W. Brookhart of Dallas, TX. Doug was preceded in death by his parents and by one brother, Gary 

Brookhart. He was a 1959 graduate of Newark Seni or High School and graduated Cum Laude with a BA in Journalism from The 

Ohio State University in 1972. He had served as Public Utilities Director in Newark, Johnstown, Heath, Sidney and Lima. He 

served as Safety -Service Director for the City of Saint Marys  from 1986 -89. He retired in 1989 after 30 years of public 

service. At the time of his death, he was a consultant for Jones and Henry Engineers in Toledo. He was a 50 year member of 

the American Waterworks Assoc; a member of the Ohio Water Environment Asso c; the Operator Training Committee of Ohio; 

was a trustee of the Auglaize County Historical Society. He was an avid collector and had authored two books: òA History of 



Ohioõs Water Systemõsó and òAn Ordinary Kid Living in Extraordinary Timesó. He loved spending time with his grandchildren and 

was a member of the Wayne Street United Methodist Church in Saint Marys. Private graveside burial rites will be held 

Wednesday at the Elm Grove Cemetery in Saint Marys. Memorial gifts may be given to the Auglaize Count y Historical Society.  

 

BROOKS, Betty J. Brooks  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 3 October 2011)  

Betty J. Brooks, age 81, of Spencerville, died Friday, Sept. 30, 2011, at Lima Memorial Health System Hospital. She was born on 

June 28, 1930, in Spencerville, the daughter of Roy E. and Winnie P. (Shobe) Potts, and they preceded her in death. On June 26, 

1954, she married Howard Max Brooks, and he preceded her in death on Nov. 19, 2002. She is survived by a son, Randall J. 

(Nichole Sites) B rooks of Spencerville; two sisters and several nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by five brothers 

and five sisters. Funeral services will be Tuesday at the Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville. Burial will follow in 

Spencerville Cemet ery. Memorial contributions may be made to the family.  

 

BROOKS, Doyle Edwin Brooks Jr.  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 22 October 2008)    

Doyle Edwin Brooks Jr., age 69, 217 Jill Ave., Celina, died Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2008, at the Cel ina Manor Nursing Home in Celina. 

He was born on Nov. 3, 1938, a son of the late Clarence and Maurine (Stanley) Brooks in Erwin, VA. On Sept. 7, 1960, he marri ed 

Linda Norton, who survives in Celina. He is also survived by two sons and daughters - in- law; a daughter; seven grandchildren; 

several nieces and nephews. He was also preceded in death by a sister and brother - in- law. Funeral services will be Friday, at the 

Lehman-Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in Swamp College Cemetery in Celina. Memorial 

contributions may be directed to the Alzheimers Association or the Celina Area Visiting Nurses and Hospice.  

 

BROTHERWOOD, Donald L. Brotherwood   

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 5 December 2014)  

Donald L. Brotherwood, age 85 of 922 Hendricks Ave. St. Marys, died Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2014, at his residence. He was born 

on May 26, 1929, in Van Wert, Ohio to John and Ada Brotherwood. On April 4, 1953, in Portland, IN, he married Mary Ann 

Brotherwood, who precedes him in death on May 12, 2014. Donald is also survived by his son, Donald (Nancy) Brotherwood of St.  

Marys; son, Dean (Ann) Brotherwood of St. Marys; daughter Elizabeth (Mark) Hemmert of Botkins; daughter, Amy (Glenn) 

Norman of St. Marys; son Steven (Teresa) Brotherwood of St. Marys and daughter Susan (Donald) Henline of St. Marys. He has 

11 grandchildren and 18 great -grandchildren. He is also survived by a sist er, Grace Ball of St. Marys. He is preceded in death by 

his parents, John and Ada Brotherwood, a brother, Albert Brotherwood, a sister Caroline Lunz, and a sister, Sharon Sloan. He 

retired in 1991 from Avco/White New Idea Farm Equipment Corp. in Coldwater,  where he was employed for 28 years. Donald 

entered the Army on Jan. 4, 1951 and was a member of the 24th Infantry Division, 19th Infantry Regiment, Company L, where 

he served in the Korean War. He was separated from military service on Oct. 3, 1952, and s erved four years inactive reserve 

status before being discharged with the rank of sergeant. During his time of service he was awarded the Combat Infantrymen 

badge, Army Good Conduct medal with the Japan clasp, National Defense medal, Korean Service medal w ith three bronze stars, 

United Nations medal for Korea, Korean Presidential Unit Citation, and the Korean Defense Service medal. Recently, in June 

2014 he received the Ambassador of Peace medal at a ceremony held at the Korean Veteran War Memorial in Dayto n. Donald 

was proud to have served his country. Donald's favorite pastimes were taking care of his late wife's dog, Sissy, whom provide d 

him companionship after her passing. He also enjoyed woodworking, auto racing and watching Cincinnati Reds baseball gam es. He 

enjoyed his visits with his Army buddies. He co -owned a small engine repair business and continued helping repair small engines 

throughout his life. In his younger years he enjoyed racing go -carts as a hobby with his dad and brother. Donald will be 

remembered as a devoted husband, father, grandfather and great -grandfather. He truly enjoyed spending time with his family. 

Rites are scheduled to be Monday at Miller -Long and Folk Funeral Home (314 West High Street Chapel) in St. Marys. Burial will 

follow  at Elm Grove Cemetery in St. Marys. Memorial contributions may be directed to the Auglaize County Humane Society.  

 

BROTHERWOOD, Mary Ann Brotherwood  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð May 14, 2014) 

Mary Ann Brotherwood, age 86, of 922 Hendricks Ave. in St. Marys, died Monday, May 12, 2014, at Lima Memorial Health 

System. She was born on April 18, 1928, in St. Marys, to Harry R. and Elizabeth Rachel (Miller) Boltz.  On April 4, 1953, in 

Portland, IN, she married Donald L. Brotherwood, wh o survives. She is also survived by 3 sons, Donald (Nancy) Brotherwood, 

Steven (Teresa) Brotherwood  and Dean (Ann) Brotherwood   all three of St. Marys, 4 daughters, Elizabeth (Mark) Hemmert   of 

Botkins, Amy (Glenn) Norman, Susan (Don) Henline   and Susan LaFleur  all three of St. Marys, 13 grandchildren, 21 great -

grandchildren and 1 sister, Jane Boltz,   of Coldwater. She was preceded in death by her parents, three sisters, Louise 

McDermitt, Esther Boltz and Jean Ackley and three brothers, Bill Boltz, Harry Bo ltz Jr. and Louis Boltz. She was a homemaker 

and worked as a waitress for several area restaurants. She was a member of Grace United Methodist Church in St. Marys. Her 

favorite pastimes included collecting dolls, cooking and baking, growing flowers in her garden, following Cincinnati Reds baseball 

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/1520D181C6C5E300-1520D181C6C5E300%3F


and spoiling her dog, Sissy. Mary Ann will be remembered as a devoted wife, mother and grandmother who truly enjoyed caring 

for her family. Rites are scheduled for Friday at Miller ð Long and Folk Funeral Home, 314 W. High St. Chapel, in St. Marys. 

Burial will follow at Elm Grove Cemetery in St. Marys. Memorial contributions may be directed to Putnam County Hospice 

program 

 

BROTHERWOOD, Wilma Brotherwood  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Servic es, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Wilma Brotherwood, 78, of 114 North Pine Street, Saint Marys, died suddenly Wednesday, June 10, 2009, at Saint Ritas 

Medical Center in Lima. She was born November 10, 1930, in Saint Marys, the daughter of Kenneth and Mildred (Riley) Felver. 

She married Alb ert Brotherwood on February 9, 1948, in Portland, IN; he preceded her in death on April 6, 1986. She is 

survived by her 4 children: Robert (Pam) Brotherwood; John (Rosemary) Brotherwood; Connie (Lynn) Wetz; Delores (Charles) 

Miller all four of Saint Marys;  by 18 grandchildren; 39 great -grandchildren; 1 great -great -grandchild; by a brother, Jim 

(Janice) Felver of Buckland; by two sisters: Lola Shaner of Celina; Norma Jones of Celina; by a sister - in- law, Nancy Felver of 

Saint Marys. She was preceded in death by her parents, husband, 2 step -daughters: Sharon and Connie Brotherwood; by 1 

grandchild and by 3 great -grandchildren; by her siblings: Leroy Felver, Juanita Felver, Marie Felver Bailey, Jackie Felver, Roger 

Felver and Jerry Felver. Wilma was a homemaker.  She had been a very active member of Holy Rosary Catholic Church in past 

years, serving in many roles: she was the past president of the Altar Rosary Sodality; member of the Legion of Mary; had 

taught CCD and pre -school religion classes; had taught RCIA; had helped with the church bingo program and the preparation of 

funeral dinners; had been a lay distributor of Holy Communion; had helped organize and operate the annual parish festival. Sh e 

had volunteered at local nursing homes, the American Red Cross an d the Cancer Society. Mass of Christian Burial will be 

Tuesday, June 16, 2009, at Holy Rosary Catholic Church. Burial will follow at Gethsemane Cemetery. Memorial donations may be 

directed to the family or Holy Rosary Catholic Church.  

 

BROWDER, Chester St even Browder  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð February 17, 2012 )   

Chester Steven òSonnyó Browder, age 65, of 11514 N. Hwy 41, Farmersburg, IN, died Tuesday, Feb. 14, 2012, at Sullivan 

Community Hospital, Sullivan, IN. He was born on Aug. 17, 1946, in St. Marys, to Paul Browder and Bonnie E. (Vanover) Browder, 

and they preceded him in death. On April 18, 1970, he married Rebecca Sutherland, and she survives. He is also survived by 1 

son, Scott (Vicki) Browder of Cullman, AL; 1 daughter , Annette (Darrell) Roberts of Hutsonville, IL; 7 grandchildren; 1 sister, 

Betty (Ben) Engle of Celina; 6 brothers; and several nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by a half brother. He was a  

veteran of the U.S. Army, having served in Vietnam. A g raveside service will be Saturday in Hutsonville Cemetery, Hutsonville, 

IL. Military rites will be performed by the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4549, E M Coulter Post 69 American Legion and 

AMVETS Post 33. There will be no visitation. Memorial contributi ons may be made to the disabled veterans, P.O. Box 14301, 

Cincinnati, OH, 45250 -0301. 

 

BROWDER, John E. Browder  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 16 February 

2015) 

John E. Browder, a ge 69, of Celina, passed away Monday, Feb. 16, 2015 at the Community Health Professionals Inpatient Hospice 

Center in Van Wert. Born Dec. 6, 1945 in Celina, he was the son of Harry & Floraetta Place Browder, who are both deceased. He  

is survived by his sib lings: Harry Browder Jr. of Versailles, Gertrude Gehle of Piqua, Rose Marie Browder of Indianapolis, and 

Vivian & Vernon Coats Sr. of Celina, and many nieces and nephews.   Preceding John in death were a brother & sister - in-law: Paul 

& Linda Browder, a sist er, Lonnie Jo Browder and a brother - in-law, Louis Gehle. John had worked at Cooper Foods in St. Henry. 

His hobbies were Go -Kart Racing at Willowdell Raceway and building model cars. A Memorial Service will be held at a later date, 

with burial at Swamp Coll ege Cemetery, near Celina.  

 

BROWDER, Linda L. Browder  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 3 April 2008)    

Linda L. Browder, age 65, of 7908 Hoenie Road, Celina, died Wednesday, April 2, 2008, at Miami Valley Hospital, Dayton. She 

was born May 3, 1942, in Celina, a daughter of Lester and Luella Blatteau Ebright and they preceded her in death. She was 

married to S. Paul Browder and he preceded her in death in 1993. She is survived by 5 children, Lisa (J.D.) Springer, Kenney 

Browder, Pat (Mary) Browder, Chris Browder and Mike (Melissa) Browder, all of Celina; 15 grandchildren; 4 great -grand-

children; a stepmother, Ilo Egright of Celina; 5 sisters; 4 brothers; and 2 stepbrothers. She was also preceded in death by a  

brother - in- law. Funeral services will be Monday, at Cisco Funeral Home, Celina. Burial will follow at Mercer Memory Gardens.  

 

BROWDER, Mildred S. Browder  



(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 1 June 2009)    

Mildred S. Browder, age 99, formerly of 2 Melrose Place,  New Bremen, died Saturday, May 30, 2009, at Otterbein - St. Marys. 

She was born on July 26, 1910, in Arcanum, a daughter of George Theodore and Ethel (Banta) Riegle. On Oct. 28, 1930, she 

married Thomas Worch Browder who preceded her in death Oct. 20, 199 0. She is survived by her daughter Sue (Jerry) Maxson 

of New Bremen; her daughter - in-law Beverly Browder of West Columbia, SC; four grandchildren, Beth (Jeff) Monnin of 

Minster, John Browder of Shelbyville, IN, Karen (Browder) Koprowski of West Columbia, S C and Suzanne Maxson of Zionsville, 

IN; and nine great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her son John Browder; her brother Theodore Riegle; and her 

sister Frances Reitz. Mildred was a 1927 graduate of Arcanum High School and a 1931 graduate of th e Miami (OH) University 

with a Smith Hughes degree in Home Economics. She taught school in Troy and Arcanum and later at Sterling High School and 

Jones High School in Houston, TX. She was also co -owner and manager of "The Little Dress Shop" in Arcanum. She  and her 

husband moved to New Bremen in 1975 and became members of the St. Paul United Church of Christ in New Bremen. She was a 

member of the Joint Township District Memorial Hospital Guild, the Friends of the Library and the New Bremen Historic 

Associati on. She was a member of the Arcanum 429 Order of the Eastern Star. She was an avid golfer and bridge player. 

Funeral services will be Thursday, at the Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home in New Bremen. Burial will follow in the Abbotsville 

Cemetery, Greenville. M emorial contributions may be made to the church memorial fund or to the State of the Heart Home 

Health and Hospice.  

 

BROWN, Anthony J. Brown  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/ )    

Anthony J. Brown , 83, formerly of 11056 Ohio 364 in rural St. Marys, OH died Wednesday May 15, 2013 at Otterbein --  St. 

Marys. He was born November 5, 1929 in Auglaize Co., OH to R oy and Alodia (Oen) Brown. On August 20, 1955 at Precious Blood 

Catholic Church in  Chickasaw, OH he married Dorothy H. Homan, who survives. He is also survived by 5 sons, Stanley (Deborah) 

Brown; Gary Brown; Kevin (Sherri) Brown; Thomas Brown; Dale (Lori) Brown all five of St. Marys, OH; 4 daughters, Jane (David) 

Huber; Julie (Jon) Roberts  both of St. Marys, OH; Sharon (Rex) Hawkey  of Cattlesburg, KY; Mary (Steve) Bargdill of Laramie, 

WY; 26 grandchildren; 7 great -grandchildren; 7 brothers, Francis (Ruth) B rown of Botkins, OH; the Rev. Harold Brown of 

Bellevue, OH; Alvin Brown  of New Bremen, OH; the Rev. Joseph Brown of Carthagena, OH; John (Pamela) Brown of Celina, OH; 

David (Jeanette) Brown  of St. Marys, OH; Dr. Virgil (Mary Ellen) Brown  of Wapakoneta, OH;  4 sisters, Mary Yahl of Botkins, 

OH; Ann Leinweber of New Bremen, OH; Agnes (Cletus) Schmerge of La Salle, CO; Theresa (Richard) Ramga of Wapakoneta, 

OH; 2 brothers - in- law, Donald Homan of St. Marys, OH; and Leo (Diane) Homan of Maria Stein, OH; 5 sisters - in- law, Ruth 

Brown of Wapakoneta, OH; Velma (Sylvester) Berning of Sidney, OH; Joan Homan  of New Bremen, OH; Joann Homan  of 

Chickasaw, OH; Lillian Homan of New Bremen, OH; and numerous nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents, 

Roy and Alodia Brown; brother, Paul Brown; sister - in- law, Ruth Brown; brother - in- law, William Yahl; brother - in- law, Richard 

Leinweber; brother - in- law, David Smith; sister - in- law, Mary Brown; brother - in- law, Maurice Homan; brother - in- law, Harold 

(Rosemary) Homan; and brother - in- law, Arnold Homan. He was a veteran of the United States Army, having served in the 

Philippines. A life - long farmer, he also retired as an equipment operator from Midwest Electric Co -operative in St. Marys. For 

many years, the family operated Brown's Roadside Market, offering sweet corn, melons and farm -fresh vegetables to area 

consumers. He was a member of Holy Rosary Catholic Church, Knights of Columbus Council #1592 (past Grand Knight), both in 

St. Marys and Holy Angels Prayer group in Sidne y, OH. He was proud to have served on the parish council of his church when 

they erected a new sanctuary in the 1970's. His favorite pastimes included hunting, fishing, bowling, photography and listeni ng 

to music. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Monday May 20, 2013 at Holy Rosary Catholic Church. Burial, with full graveside 

military honors, will follow at Gethsemane Cemetery in St. Marys. Memorial contributions may be directed to: Friends of Holy 

Rosary, Holy Rosary Church building fund or Otterbein bene volence fund.  

 

BROWN, Bill D. Brown  

(Abstracted from Schlosser Funeral Home, Wapakoneta, Ohio, 24 January 2010)  

Bill D. Brown, age 57, of Wapakoneta, died Sunday January 24, 2010 at St. Ritaõs Medical Center in Lima. He was born April 28, 

1952 in Celina, OH to Clarence R. Brown who survives in Okeechobee, FL and Lois Ann (Reineke) Brown who survives in 

Wapakoneta. Mr. Brown is survived by a special friend Becky Brown of Wapakoneta; and her 3 sons; Andrew Obenour, James 

Hunt, and Daniel Brown; 2 sisters Deb ra (Brody) Osborne of Wapakoneta and Kim Richard of New Bremen; 2 nephews Jason 

(Jill) Cummings and Dustin (Alicia) Lensch; two nieces Jessica (Tracy) Margraves and Jamie (Troy Wood) Thompson all of 

Wapakoneta. Bill was greeted in heaven by his sister Deni se Marie Brown. Mr. Brown was a 1971 graduate of Wapakoneta Senior 

High.  After graduation he served in the Marines.  He also attended Wright State University and had worked at Wright 

Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton.  He enjoyed reading and was an avid fisherman.  He especially enjoyed spending time with 

his two Great Danes òHarleyó & òGoober.ó   A Memorial Service will be Wednesday January 27, 2010 at Schlosser Funeral Home 

and Cremation Services in Wapakoneta. Military rites will be performed by the V. F.W. Post #8445 after the service at the 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/


funeral home.  Burial will be at a later date at Greenlawn Cemetery in Wapakoneta.  Memorial contributions may be directed to 

St. Markõs Lutheran Church. 

 

BROWN, Brittany Jo Brown  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader , St. Marys, Ohio ð September 19, 2013 ) 

Brittany Jo Brown, age 26, of rural Spencerville, died on Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2013, at her home. She was born on Sept. 13, 198 7, 

in Lima, a daughter of Charles E. Whiting and Paula S. Brown. Her father is deceased and  her mother, Paula S. (Trent) 

Schrolucke survives in Spencerville. Brittany was a 2006 graduate of the Spencerville High School and became a medical 

assistant through Allied Health Systems. She was employed as a Blood Services Technician with the American Red Cross. Also 

surviving are her significant other, Matthew J. McGuiness of St. Marys; 2 children, Audrey F. McGuiness and Brantley M. 

McGuiness, both of St. Marys; her sisters, Brianna M. Elling of Spencerville; 3 step -brothers, Chandler D., Gary L. and Trenton 

J. Schrolucke, all of Spencerville; her grandparents, Pat (Bill) Stumbaugh of Spencerville and Bill Brown of St. Marys and Di anna 

Schrolucke of Spencerville; and her aunt, Stacy (Tony) Louth of Spencerville. Her grandfather Jack Schrolucke died on July 11, 

2013. Private family memorial services will be held. There will be no public visitation. Memorial contributions may be made t o her 

family for her children. The Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville is in charge of arrangements.  

 

BROWN, De bra K. Brown  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Debra K. Brown, 55, of 118 S. Wentz Street in Wapakoneta, OH, died Friday October 30, 2009 at a daughterõs residence in St. 

Marys.  She was born October 17, 1954 in Celina, OH to B.J. and Barbara (Byrley) Bailey.  On March 15, 1983, she married 

Richard A. Brown, who survives.  She is also survived by 2 sons, Brock (Theresa òMonaó) Bailey of Coldwater, OH; Rick (Tamera) 

Brown of New Bremen, OH; 3 daughters, Brandy Bailey; Tia (Danny) Salisbury; Gerri (Hector) Lopez all three of St. Marys, OH; 

14 grandchildren: Aaron, Aricka, Jordan, Brittny, Brandon, Faith, Shia, Betsy, Mandy, Jolene, Noah, Tecia, Nathan, Gregory; 3 

sisters, Brenda (Steve) Freymuth of Wapakoneta, OH; Sheila (Gary) Clark of Celina, OH; Robin Grandstaff of Coldwater, OH; 

and 1 brother, Derwin (Billie Jo) Bailey of Wapakoneta, OH.  She was preceded in death by: her parents, sister Linda Miller, 

sister Betty Jo Comer, brother Darrell Dean Bailey, 6 infant grandchildren. She was a 1973 graduate of Wapakoneta High 

School. She was a homemaker and worked for many years at the Millerõs Textile Services in Wapakoneta. She was a member of 

the Eagles Lodge Aerie  # 691 auxiliary in Wapakoneta. Her favorite pastimes included camping, listening to country & western 

music and collecting owls. Above all, she was absolutely devoted to caring for her grandchildren, nieces and nephews. Service s 

are scheduled Wednesday No vember 4, 2009 at the Miller Funeral Home & Cremation Service 1605 Celina Road in St. Marys. 

Burial will follow at the Swamp College Cemetery, in rural Celina.  

 

BROWN, Delores C. Brown  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Ma rys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 31 January 2015)     

Delores C. Brown, age 90, formerly of 427 Huffman Street in St. Marys, OH died Saturday January 31, 2015 a t St. Marys 

Living Center. She was born February 1, 1925 in St. Marys, OH to Oran J. and Opal L. (Paglow) Brown. She is survived by 1 

sister, Kathryn Wilkins of Manassas, VA; 1 niece, Marcia (Maj. Thomas) Dolan of Manassas, VA; and 2 great -nieces Kathryn a nd 

Allison Dolan. She was preceded in death by her parents, Oran and Opal Brown. Delores was a homemaker and retired from the 

St. Marys City Schools, where she was a custodian. She had also been employed at Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co and JTDM 

Hospital, both  in St. Marys. Her favorite pastime was growing fresh vegetables in her garden. Graveside services are scheduled 

to be Sunday April 19, 2015 at Elm Grove Cemetery, in St. Marys. Memorial contributions may be directed to Zion Lutheran 

Church in St. Marys.  

 

BROWN, Don Brown  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Don Brown, 84, of 109 Laura Street, New Knoxville, OH, died Tuesday, September 16, 2008 at St. Ritaõs Medical Center, Lima, 

OH. He was born October 28, 1923 in Celina, OH, the son of Rie and Ethel (Snyder) Brown.  He married Winona Howell on June 

4, 1949; she survives at the residence.  In addition to his wife, Don is survived by 2 sons Dennis Brown of Celi na, OH; Randy 

(Charlene) Brown of New Knoxville, OH; 1 daughter, Vanessa (Tom) Knostman of New Knoxville, OH; 6 grandchildren:   Rachel 

Brown, Tiffany Brown, Charles Knostman, Dale Knostman, Amy Selby and Tracy Knostman; and 7 great -grandchildren.  He was 

preceded in death by his parents and by two sisters, Alma Linn and Wanda Shively.  Don was a graduate of Celina High 

School.  He was a veteran of the United States Navy, having served during WWII.   Don owned and operated Brownõs Service 

Center in New Knoxvill e from 1971ñ1977.  He was an avid deer hunter and fisherman.   He loved woodworking.   He was a member 

of American Legion Post #444, New Knoxville. He was a member of the First Church of the Nazarene in St. Marys, OH. Funeral 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/


rites will be Friday, September 19, 2008 at the Miller -Long and Folk Funeral Home, 314 West High Street, St. Marys, 

OH.  Burial will follow at Elm Grove Cemetery. Memorial donations may be directed to the First Church of the Nazarene.  

 

BROWN, Donna Vivian Elshoff Brown  

(Abstracted from t he Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 23 April 2016)    

Donna Vivian (Elshoff) Brown, age 69, passed away peacefully January 3, 2016, at the Sherman Home Hospice in Phoenix, AZ. 

She was born on April 28, 1946, in Lima to parents Calvin Gustave Elshoff and V ivian Elizabeth (Fledderjohann) Elshoff. 

Survivors include her husband Stuart Brown and daughters Heather and Melissa Brown of Scottsdale, AZ, and brother Larry 

Elshoff of Lake City, FL. She grew up in New Knoxville, was a member of the First United Church  of Christ in New Knoxville, and 

was a lifetime member of the New Knoxville Historical Society. She studied occupational therapy at Ohio State University in 

Lima. She met her husband Stu in the summer of 1966 while both worked as camp counselors in Idyllwi ld, CA. They were 

married six months later and were together nearly 49 years. They made their home in Escondido, CA, where she worked as a 

certified medical assistant for several doctors. They moved to Scottsdale, AZ, in 2001 and enjoyed retirement and des ert 

living. She will be remembered by all who knew her as a selfless, compassionate, and caring friend and a devoted wife and 

mother. She showed courageous strength in the face of adversity, always maintaining a positive attitude and was an inspiratio n 

to others. A luncheon and memorial service will be May 1 at First Church's Ministry Center in New Knoxville. In lieu of flowers,  

donations may be made in Donna's memory to the Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation, 230 E. Ohio St., Suite 304, Chicago, IL, 60611.   

 

BROWN, Dorothy H. Brown  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 27 March 2015 )    

Dorothy H. Brow n, age 84, formerly of 11056 State Route 364, Saint Marys, Ohio, and a resident of Otterbein Saint Marys 

Retirement Community, died Friday, March 27, 2015, at Otterbein Saint Marys. She was born January 24, 1931, in Chickasaw, 

OH, the daughter of Leo and C lara (Kaiser) Homan.   She married Anthony J. Brown on August 20, 1955, at Precious Blood 

Catholic Church in Chickasaw, and he preceded her in death on May 15, 2013. She is survived by her 9 children: Stanley 

(Deborah) Brown of Saint Marys; Gary Brown of Sa int Marys; Jane (Dave) Huber of Saint Marys; Sharon (Rex) Hawkey of 

Catlettsburg, KY; Kevin (Sherri) Brown of Saint Marys; Julie (Jon) Roberts of Saint Marys; Thomas Brown of Saint Marys; Dale 

(Lori) Brown of Saint Marys; Mary (Steve) Bargdill of Laramie, WY; 26 grandchildren and 12 great -grandchildren. She is also 

survived by her siblings: Donald Homan of Otterbein St. Marys; Velma (Sylvester) Berning of Sidney; Joan Homan of New 

Bremen; Leo (Diane) Homan of Maria Stein; by her sister - in- law Lillian Homan of New Bremen; her brother - in- law Alvin Brown of 

New Bremen. She is also survived by her brothers - in-law and sisters - in-law: Francis (Ruth) Brown of Botkins; Harold Brown of 

Bellevue, OH; Alvin Brown of New Bremen; Mary Yahl of Botkins; Ann Leinweber of Ne w Bremen; Agnes (Cletus) Schmerge of 

LaSalle, Colorado; Joseph Brown of Carthagena, OH; John (Pamela) Brown of Celina; David (Jeanette) Brown of Saint Marys; Dr. 

Virgil (Mary Ellen) Brown of Wapakoneta. She was preceded in death by her parents, husband; si blings Harold (Rosemary) 

Brown; Maurice  (Joann) Homan; Arnold Homan and Ruth Brown; by and infant Mary Homan. Dorothy was a 1949 graduate of 

Minster High School. She was a homemaker and assisted in the operation of Brownõs Roadside Market, offering sweet corn, 

melons and other farm fresh vegetables. She enjoyed playing cards, solving sudoku puzzles and sewing. She did a lot of 

vegetable canning over the years, and was known for her homemade applesauce. She was a member of Holy Rosary Catholic 

Church in Sain t Marys, where she was active in the church choir and the Altar Rosary Sodality. She and her husband, Tony, 

were active in many area prayer groups.  Mass of Christian Burial will be Wednesday, April 1, 2015, at Holy Rosary Catholic 

Church, Saint Marys. Buri al will follow at Gethsemane Cemetery. Miller Funeral Home, 1605 Celina Road, Saint Marys, Ohio is 

handling the arrangements. Memorial gifts may be given to either the Catholic Community Foundation, Otterbein Benevolence 

Fund or Grand Lake Hospice.  

  

BROWN, Elsie Palmer Brown  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Elsie Palmer Brown, 96, of 11300 Circle Drive in St. Marys, OH died at Friday, October 1, 2010 at JDTM Hospital in St. Marys, 

OH. Elsie was born on December 28, 1913 in Trenton, NJ to Joseph Henry and Mary Ann (Barcroft) Palmer.   She was an only 

child.  She married John A. Brown on November 21 (Thanksgiving Day), 1940 in Akron, OH.   Elsie and John were  married for 69 

years.  John preceded Elsie in death on January 6, 2010. Elsie was also preceded in death by her parents, and her son -in- law, 

James H. Folk, Jr. Elsie is survived by her son, Bob (Susan) Brown of Centerville, OH, daughter, Mary Ann Hollman of Winter 

Park, FL, daughter, Betty (Harold) Hussey of St. Marys, OH, son, John (Luanne) Brown of Lincoln, NE, son, Tom (Mary) Brown of  

West Columbia, SC, daughter, Peggy Jo Folk of St. Marys, OH, 10 grandchildren, and 11 great -grandchildren. Elsieõs parents 

immigrated to the United States from England around 1911.   Elsie graduated Trenton (NJ) High School in 1933. Elsie was a 

devoted wife and mother.   She made a successful career of raising, tutoring, and caring for her family.   In 1977, she and John 

moved to Florida, where they enjoyed retirement before returning to St. Marys in 1999 to live out the remainder of their 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/


lives.  Elsie was a fun loving person who enjoyed being with people, particularly her grandchildren and great -grandchildren.   She 

liked to p lay bridge, work crossword puzzles, and play golf.  Elsie was a long time member of Zion Lutheran Church, and she was 

a member of the Eastern Star.  Funeral services will be Tuesday, October 5, 2010, at Zion Lutheran Church, 210 North Wayne 

St., St. Marys,  OH.  Memorial contributions may be directed to: Zion Lutheran Church portico fund, JTDM Hospital Foundation 

or Otterbein Retirement Community benevolence fund.  

 

BROWN, Francis X. Brown  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 22 March 2017)     

Francis X. Brown, age 86, of Wapakoneta, died Tuesday, March 21, 2017, at The Gardens of Wapakoneta. He was born on Nov. 7, 

1930, in Glynwood, the son of Roy and Alodia (Oen) Brown, who preceded him in death. On Sept. 23, 1953, he married Mary Yahl, 

who died on Aug. 14, 1986. On June 16, 1989, he married Ruth (Backs) Giere, and she survives. Other survivors include seven 

children: Sue (James) Freisthler, Sidney, Robert (Linda Kohnen) Brown, Wapakoneta, Edward (Nancy Hahn) Brown, Botkins, 

Ronald (Karen Huber) Brown, Patty (Rusty) Wright, Joseph Brown, and Jeff (Jeanne Manuel) Brown, all of Wapakoneta; seven 

stepchildren, Connie (Gary) Schmitz, Gahanna, Paula Giere, Dublin, Tom Giere, Po well, John Giere, Laconia, NH, Annette (Joe) 

Steiner, Lebanon, Amy (Dennis) Smith, Carmel, IN Molly Giere, Fort Collins, CO; numerous grandchildren and great -

grandchildren; siblings: the Rev. Harold Brown, C.PP.S., Bellevue, Alvin Brown, New Bremen, Mary Y ahl, Botkins, Ann Leinweber, 

St. Marys, Agnes (Cletus) Schmerge, LaSalle, CO; the Rev. Joseph Brown, C.PP.S., Carthagena, John (Pam) Brown, Celina, David 

(Jeannette) Brown, St. Marys, Dr. Virgil (Mary Ellen) Brown, Wapakoneta, Theresa (Richard) Ramga, Wapa koneta; a sister - in-

law, Ruth Brown, Wapakoneta; and numerous nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by two brothers and spouse, 

Anthony (Dorothy) Brown and Paul Brown; two stepdaughters - in-law, Bertha Heitkamp Giere and Lorraine Kremer Giere; two 

br others - in- law, William Yahl and Richard Leinweber; and a sister - in- law, Ruth Brown. Mr. Brown served with the U.S. Army in 

the Korean War. He later founded Brown Construction and took pride in building quality homes. In his spare time, he was an av id 

raccoon hunter, fox trapper and fisherman. He was a member of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Botkins, and the 

Auglaize County Farm Bureau. He also enjoyed grain and hog farming for more than 50 years as well as spending time with his 

family and grandchi ldren. A Mass of Christian burial will be Friday at the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Botkins. Burial 

will follow in the Immaculate Conception Cemetery, Botkins. Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, 1102 Lincoln Ave. (Ohio 501), 

Wapakoneta was entrusted w ith the arrangements. Memorials may be directed to the Window Restoration Fund at St. Patrick 

Catholic Church, Glynwood, or to the Wapakoneta FFA.  

 

BROWN, Hershel E. Brown Jr.  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 17 February 2016)    

Her shel E. "Hookey" Brown Jr., age 76, of St. Marys, formerly of Englewood, died on Friday, Feb. 12, 2016, at his residence. He 

was born on June 14, 1939, in Dayton to the late Hershel E. Sr. and Hazel K. (Kelley) Brown. Hershel will be missed and 

remembered by his wife, Isabell Ann (Jones) Brown of St. Marys; his 3 children Hershel (Carol) Brown of St. Marys, Robert 

(Christi) Brown of West Milton, and Kim Springer; by 12 grandchildren; by 12 great -grandchildren; by his brothers; by his 

sisters and by his moth er - in- law Myrtle Jones of Englewood. He was preceded in death by his parents; by his brothers; by his 

sister and by a granddaughter. He was a lifetime member of VFW 5434 of Union. Funeral services will be Saturday at Hale -

Sarver Family Funeral Home, 284 N.  Miami St., West Milton. Burial will follow in Riverside Cemetery. Memorial contributions 

may be made to Community Health Professionals Hospice, 816 Pro Drive, Celina, OH, 45822.  

 

BROWN, James J. Brown  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 19 June 2008)    

James J. "Jeff" Brown, age 73, of Coldwater, died Tuesday, June 17, 2008, in Parkview Hospital, Fort Wayne, IN. He was born 

Dec. 28, 1934, in Greenup, KY, a son of Newton and Dessie Sadie Robirds Brown and they preceded him in death. He married 

Kathryn Bricker and she survives in Coldwater. He is also survived by a son, James Brown of Corpus Christi, TX; three 

grandchildren; a brother; two sisters; and a stepbrother. There are no public services or visitations planned. Arrangements a re 

by Bayliff & Son Funeral Home, Cridersville.  

 

BROWN, James L. Brown  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

James L. Brown, 66, of 319 N. Pine Street in St. Marys, OH died Monday March 21, 2011 in the emergency department at JTDM 

Hospital.  He was born October 12, 1944 in Lima, OH to Walter and Bernice (Putman) Brown.  On July 25, 1981 in St. Marys, OH 

he married Cheryl Ann Long, who survives.  He is also survive d by 1 sister, Ruth Grandstaff of Wapakoneta, OH; and numerous 

nieces and nephews and great -nieces and great -nephews.  He was preceded in death by his parents; brother, Walter Brown, Jr.; 

brother, John Brown; and parents - in- law, Charles and Mary Elizabeth Long. He was a 1962 graduate of Spencerville High 

School. He was a veteran of the United States Navy, having served during the Viet Nam era.  A truck driver, he was employed by 



Norris Milk Hauling Co. in Wapakoneta, OH.  He enjoyed woodworking. He was proud of his Native American heritage, and 

embraced the culture of the Cherokee nation.  Services are scheduled Thursday March 24, 2011 at Miller -  Long & Folk Funeral 

Home 314 W. High Street in St. Marys. Military honors tribute will follow the service at the fu neral home. Memorial 

contributions may be directed to: SART for animal rescue.  

 

BROWN, John A. Brown  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

John A. Brown, 94,  of 11300 Circle Drive in St.Marys, OH died Wednesday January 6, 2010 at JTDM Hospital in St. Marys. He 

was born August 26, 1915 in Akron, OH to Robert & Annie (Wright) Brown. He married Elsie Palmer on November 21, 1940 in 

Akron. Survivors include his wid ow, Elsie Brown of St. Marys, OH; 3 sons, Bob (Susan) Brown of Centerville, OH; John (Luanne) 

Brown of Lincoln, NE; Tom (Mary) Brown of West Columbia, SC; 3 daughters, Mary Ann Hollman of Winter Park, FL; Betty 

(Harold) Hussey; Peggy Jo Folk both of St. Ma rys, OH; 10 grandchildren; and 11 great -grandchildren. He was preceded in death 

by his parents, Robert & Annie Brown; brother, Robert Brown; brother, Thomas Brown; sister, Helen Colson; step -sister, Gladys 

Copeland; step-sister, Dorothy Ulmer; and son -in- law ,James H. Folk, Jr. He was a1933 graduate of Springfield Twp. High 

School, Akron. He retired from Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. in May of 1978 after 44 years of distinguished service with the 

Company. He began his career with Goodyear as a tire builder, an d shortly thereafter was selected to join the Goodyear Flying 

Squadron (Goodyear Industrial University), the Companyõs in-house management training program. Following his graduation, he 

was sent to Sweden to help start a new tire plant, and then he came to  St.Marys in 1940 to help establish Goodyearõs first non-

tire plant outside Akron. In St. Marys, he was promoted through several supervisory and management positions, and in 1954, he  

left St. Marys to become Plant Manager of the Goodyear Plant in Quebec Ci ty, Canada. He returned to St. Marys in 1958 and 

served as plant Manager of the St. Marys facility from 1960 -1969. At the time of his retirement, he was serving as Corporate 

Director of Molded and Extruded Products for Goodyear. John was a well -respected s upervisor, manager and executive. He 

appreciated the efforts of the employees with whom he worked, generally knowing most of the on a first -name basis. He was a 

member of the Zion Lutheran Church, Eagles Lodge Aerie #767, Mercer Lodge F& AM # 121, St. Mary s Outing Club (Idlewild) 

and Northmoor Country Club, all in St. Marys. In addition, he served on the board of directors for the Home Banking Co. in St . 

Marys for many years. He took an active role in church activities, and was instrumental in building its educational unit. He also 

liked golfing, fishing, boating and playing cards with his buddies at the Eagles Lodge. John and Elsie enjoyed many years of their 

retirement in Lady Lake and Leesburg, FL. Rites are scheduled Saturday at Zion Lutheran Church 210 N. Wayne Street in St. 

Marys. Private family burial will be at the Elm Grove Cemetery, in St. Marys.  Memorial contributions may be directed to: Zion 

Lutheran Church portico fund, JTDM Hospital Foundation or Otterbein Retirement Community benevolence fund.  

 

BROWN, Joyce Schweitzer Brown  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 19 March 2010)   

Joyce Schweitzer Brown, age 54, of Waterville, formerly of Gahanna and Wapakoneta, died Wednesday, March 17, 2010, at the 

Hospice of Northwest Ohio, Tole do. She was born Aug. 10, 1956, in Lima, a daughter of Bernard and Virginia (Gerstner) 

Schweitzer who survive in Wapakoneta. On Aug. 30, 1980, she married Stephen E. Brown, and he survives. She is also survived 

by two daughters, Stephanie (Brett) Boyce of Waterville, Andrea Brown of Waterville; a sister and a brother. A Mass of 

Christian Burial will be Monday at the St. Joseph Catholic Church, Wapakoneta. Burial will follow in the St. Joseph Catholic 

Cemetery, Wapakoneta. Bayliff and Eley Funeral Home, St. Rt. 501, Wapakoneta is handling the arrangements. In lieu of flowers 

memorials may be directed to the Hospice of Northwest Ohio.  

 

BROWN, LaDonna P. Brown  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð August 29, 2013 ) 

LaDonna P. Brown, age 86, of Spencerville, died Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2013, with her family at her side in St. Ritaõs Medical 

Center, following a brief illness. She was born on Nov. 11, 1926, in Spencer Township, Allen County, a daughter of William L.  

òLeoó and Bessie P. Moorman Savidge, who are deceased. On Oct. 18, 1946, she married Leo J. Brown, who survives, along with 3 

daughters, Lynn D. Cummins of Spencerville, Suzanne L. (Rex) Schrolucke of Williamsburg, and Christine Bidel of Lima; 8 

grandchildren; and 18 great -grandchildren. Sh e was preceded in death by two brothers and one sister. Funeral services will be 

Saturday in the Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in Spencerville. Burial will follow in the Spencerville Cemetery. Memorials ma y 

be made to the Trinity United Methodist Church.  

 

BROWN, Luella Siferd Brookhart Brown  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 30 July 2009)    

Luella Siferd Brookhart Brown, age 105, died Tuesday, July 28, 2009, at the Wapakoneta Manor in Wapakoneta. She was born 

Dec. 18, 1903, in Wapakoneta, a daughter to David and Nettie (McClintock) Siferd and resided there all her life. She was 

preceded in death by her parents; two brothers; her husbands, Walter Brookhart and Clarence Brown; a stepson, Jim Brown; a 



stepson-in- law, Art Bean; son -in-law, Dale Koch; and a nephew. She is survived by her daughters, Elizabeth Koch and Cynthia 

(Erwin) Michel; stepdaughters, Gerry (Jim) Seitz, Mary Ellen Bean; stepson, David (Cathy) Brown; stepdaughter - in- law Helene 

Brown; 15 grandchildren; several great -grandchildren and great -greatgrandchildren; a niece; several great -nieces and nephews 

and several close cousins. Funeral services will be Monday, in the First United Methodist Church in Wapakoneta. Burial will 

follow in the Greenlawn Cemetery in Wapakonet a. Bayliff and Eley Funeral Home, St. Rt. 501 in Wapakoneta is handling the 

arrangements. An Order of Eastern Star service will be conducted Sunday. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be 

directed to the First United Methodist Church or St. Jude õs Hospital. 

 

BROWN, Margaret C. Brown  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 10 July 2008)    

Margaret C. Brown, age 98, of Wapakoneta, died Tuesday, July 8, 2008, at the Auglaize Acres, where she had resided since 

1986. She was born Aug. 11, 1909, in Clay Township, Auglaize County, a daughter of Michael J. and Catherine (Kreitzer) Brown 

and they preceded her in death. She is survived by three nieces; three nephews; numerous great -nieces and great -nephews; 

great -great -nieces and great -great -nephews; and cousins. She was also preceded in death by three brothers; three sisters; and 

a nephew and niece. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Saturday, at the St. Joseph Catholic Church, Wapakoneta. Burial is to 

follow at the St. Joseph Catholic Cemet ery, Wapakoneta. Bayliff & Eley Funeral Home, Ohio 501, Wapakoneta is handling the 

arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed to Auglaize Acres Activity Fund or St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery.  

 

BROWN, Marie D. Brown  

(Abstracted from information fro m the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio, 14 December 

2016)           

Marie D. Brown, age 92, of Coldwater, passed away Wednesday, December 14, 2016 at Briarwood Village in Coldwater. Born 

December 23, 1923 in Bluffton, OH , she was a daughter of the late Clarence D. & Ruth Claudon Diller. Marie married Loyd R. 

Brown on August 21, 1952, and he survives, along with their children: Carol (Doug) Hoffman of Jenison, MI; Jerald (Caroline) 

Brown of Nome, AK; Ruth (Bill) Dameron of  Coldwater, OH; Jeffrey (Linda) Brown of Clare, MI; and Nancy Marie Brown Harris 

of Mount Pleasant, MI; 18 grandchildren and 40 great -grandchildren. Also surviving are brothers and sisters: Ruth Sawyer of 

Naperville, IL; David Diller of Hollywood, CA; Dr. James Diller of Ann Arbor, MI and Dr. Timothy Diller of Upland, IN. She was 

preceded in death by 2 brothers: Dr. Al Diller and Mark Diller, and 2 grandchildren. Marie was a graduate of Pandora High 

School and Houghton College. She then graduated from the B iblical Seminary in New York, where she met her husband Loyd, 

with whom she shared 64 years of marriage. Marie and Loyd studied in Belgium to learn teaching methods in the French 

language. Together they served 2 terms teaching in the missions for a total o f 5 1/2 years in the Belgian Congo. A member of 

the Evangelical Mennonite Church in Midland, MI, Marie served as a Sunday School teacher. After relocating to Coldwater, she 

became a member of Grace Missionary Church in Celina. In addition to being a homema ker and raising her family, Marie taught 

the "Good News Club", an after school program for children. Marie was truly a Godly woman who loved the Lord with all her 

heart. She lived her faith, studied the Bible, and loved telling people about the Lord. Marie  was talented in many ways, being a 

wonderful pianist, singer, typist and seamstress. She enjoyed collecting stamps, flower gardening, and baking. W.H. Dick & So ns-

Hellwarth Funeral Home, Celina handled the arrangements. Funeral Services will be Tuesday, D ecember 20, at Grace Missionary 

Church in Celina. Burial will be at the Evangelical Mennonite Cemetery near Bluffton, OH.  

 

BROWN, Paul B. Brown  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð May 3, 2013 ) 

Paul B. Brown, age 80, of rural Wapakoneta, died Thursday, May 2, 2013, at the Auglaize Acres. He was born on Feb. 13, 1933, in 

Auglaize County, the son of Roy J. and Alodia (Oen) Brown, who preceded him in death.  On June 14, 1961, he married Ruth E. 

Poeppelman, and she survives. Other survivors in clude, 6 children, Linus (Vonda) Brown, of Anna, Mark Brown, Lois (Jerry) Davis, 

Barbara Brown, Douglas Brown, Jerome Brown, all five of Wapakoneta; 2 grandchildren, Jacob and Caleb Davis; 12 siblings, 

Anthony (Dorothy) Brown, of St. Marys, Francis (Ruth) Brown, of Wapakoneta, Fr. Harold Brown, of Bellevue, Alvin Brown, of 

New Bremen, Mary Yahl, of Botkins, Ann Leinweber, of New Bremen, Agnes (Cletus) Schmerge, of LaSalle, CO; Fr. Joseph 

Brown, of Carthagena, John (Pamela) Brown, of Celina, David (Jeannette ) Brown, of St. Marys, Dr. Virgil (Mary Ellen) Brown, of 

Wapakoneta and Theresa (Richard) Ramga, of Wapakoneta. He was preceded in death by a sister - in- law, Ruth Brown, and two 

brothers - in- law, William Yahl and Richard Leinweber. Paul retired as a mechanic  from Koenig Equipment, Botkins, after well over 

40 years of service. He had also worked at the Detjen Grain Co., Moulton. He was a member of St. Joseph Catholic Church, 

Wapakoneta, and its Holy Name Society. A veteran of the U.S. Army, he was stationed in  Alaska. His hobbies included 

gardening, mowing, tinkering and caring for others before himself.    A Mass of Christian Burial will be Monday at the St. Joseph 

Catholic Church.  Burial will follow in the St. Joseph Catholic Church Cemetery, Wapakoneta, wher e military rites will be 

conducted by the Wapakoneta VFW #8445. Bayliff and Eley Funeral Home, State Route 501, Wapakoneta is handling the 

arrangements.   Memorials may be directed to the St. Joseph Catholic Church Renovation Fund or Auglaize Industries.   



 

BROWN, Paul J. Brown  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 10 December 2010)   

Paul J. Brown, age 83, of 2829 St. Anthony Road, Celina, died Wednesday, Dec. 8, 2010, at the Gardens at Celina. He was born 

on Oct. 2, 1927, in Celina, the son  of Rie Brown and Ethel (Snider) Brown -Adams, and they preceded him in death. On Nov. 27, 

1948, he married Lois Vantilburg, and she preceded him in death on Sept. 8, 1999. He is survived by his son, Kevin (Karen) Br own 

of Celina; his daughters, Terri Rodri guez of Celina, Becky (Dan) Gast of Celina, Sandy (Jim) Smith of Celina; 10 grandchildren; 

eight great -grandchildren and his sister - in- law. He was also preceded in death by his stepfather, Ed Adams; his daughter, Shari 

Vogel; one great -grandson; his brothe r and two sisters. Funeral services will be Tuesday at the Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel 

Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in Swamp College Cemetery in Celina.  

 

BROWN, Richard Brown  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St.  Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Richard Brown , 75, of Celina, OH died Wednesday September 26, 2012 at JTDM Hospital in St. Marys. He was born February 

20, 1937 in Decatur, IL to Robert and Eleanor (Damery) Brown. On Nov ember 23, 1983 he married Theresa J. Thurman -

Orrender, who survives. He is also survived by 2 sons, Daniel (Ruth) Brown  of Aubrey, TX; Gary (Sally) Brown of Idaho Springs, 

CO; 1 step-daughter, Kimberly (David) King of Graham, NC; 1 step -son Rick, (Pamela) King of New Hope, NC; 1 granddaughter, 

Sarah Brown; 3 step -grandchildren; and 1 brother, Russell Brown  of St. Marys, OH. He was preceded in death by his parents. He 

graduated from Blue Mound, IL High School and received a bachelorõs degree from Millikin University in Decatur, IL. A veteran 

of the United States Army, he served during the Cuban Missile Crisis.   Mr. Brown retired as plant manager for Wonder Bread 

Baking Co. in Woodlawn, OH. He was a licensed amateur radio operator under call sign òN8IVBó. A service to honor the life of 

Mr. Robert Brown will be Wednesday October 3, 2012 at Windy Point Park on the south shore of Grand Lake St. Marys. Military 

funeral honors will be conducted at the conclusion of the service. In lieu of flowers, memorial contribut ions may be directed to 

Grand Lake Hospice program.  

 

BROWN, Richard A. Brown  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 13 June 2015)    

Richard A. Brown, age 68, of 118 South Wentz Street, Wapakoneta, OH, died Saturday, June 13, 2015, in Columbus, OH.   He 

was born December 18, 1946, in Jay County, IN, the son of William and Natalie Brow n. He married Debra K. Bailey on March 15, 

1983, and she died October 30, 2009. He is survived by his children: Richard Brown, Jr. of Minster; Tammy Sanders of Celina; 

Angie Perry of Celina; Patty Brunswick of Saint Marys; Tia (Dan) Salisbury of Saint Mary s; Gerri (Hector) Lopez of Mendon; 

Brandy (Jeff) Marbaugh of Coldwater, OH; and Brock Bailey of Coldwater. He was preceded in death by his parents; wife Debra 

K. Brown; his daughter, Serena Brown and a son, Jamie Brown. Mr. Brown was a veteran of the Unite d States Army, having 

served during the Vietnam War era. He had worked at Mersman Brothers Furniture Company in Celina and also Midwest Gardens 

Battery Company in Wapakoneta. He was a member of VFW Post 9289 and Eagles Lodge 767, both in Saint Marys. Mille r -Long 

and Folk Funeral Home, 314 West High Street, Saint Marys is handling the arrangements. Burial, with military honors, will fol low 

at Swamp College Cemetery in Celina. Memorial gifts may be given to the family.  

 

BROWN, Robert D. Brown  

(Abstracted from  the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Dr. Robert D. Brown, 94, formerly of 223 North Sturgeon Street, Saint Marys, and a resident of Otterbein Saint Marys 

Retirement Communi ty, died Saturday, April 26, 2008, at Otterbein. He was born March 27, 1914, in Wapakoneta, Ohio, the son 

of Almond and Gina (Chiesa) Brown. He married Loretta Huysman on December 27, 1943; she preceded him in death on January 

9, 2003. He is survived by on e daughter, Linda K. (Glenn) Fisher of Elida; by three grandchildren: Lisa (Brian) Latham of Elida; 

Jennifer (Wes) Lovett of Bluffton, OH; and Dr. Jeff (Tara) Fisher of Delaware, OH; by seven great -grandchildren: Drew, 

Megan, Ken, Connor, Nick, Aidan and M ason. He was preceded in death by his parents, wife, one brother, Ordell Brown and one 

sister, Dorothy Brown.  Dr. Brown retired as an optometrist in 1989. He practiced more than 50 years, first in Van Wert and 

then in Saint Marys. He was a graduate of St.  Joseph High School in Wapakoneta and the Illinois College of Optometry. He was 

a lieutenant in the United States Navy, serving as an optometrist in the medical corps. He was a member of Holy Rosary Cathol ic 

Church, where he had been a member of the choir for over 55 years, serving as director for a time. He always enjoyed music, 

having played in the dance band, the Rhapsodiers. Dr. Brown was a member of the Knights of Columbus, Eagles Lodge 767, 

American Legion Post 323, Wapakoneta Elks and the Idlewild Ou ting Club. He was an avid bridge player and fisherman, had a 

great sense of humor and always saw the good in others. Mass of Christian Burial will be Wednesday, April 30, 2008, at Holy 

Rosary Catholic Church, Saint Marys. Burial, with military rites conduc ted by Post 323 and VFW Post 9289, will follow at 
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Gethsemane Cemetery. Memorial donations may be directed to Friends of Holy Rosary School or Otterbein Saint Marys 

Benevolence Fund. 

 

BROWN, Robert J. Brown  

(Abstracted from Schlosser Funeral Home, Wapakonet a, Ohio, 9 May 2011)  

Robert J. Brown, age 77, of Wapakoneta died May 9, 2011 at his residence.  He was born September 5, 1933 in Wapakoneta to 

Lewis D. & Helen M. (Ruck) Brown who both preceded him in death.  On September 17, 1955 he married Betty A. McEv oy who 

survives in Wapakoneta. He is also survived by four children; Diane (Rick) Place of Wapakoneta, Rick (Chris) Brown of Whitefi sh, 

MT, Steve (Mary) Brown of Cridersville, and Ron (Lisa) Brown of Troy; seven grandchildren Joshua Place, Jared Morine, No ah 

Settlage, Mallory Settlage, Clayton Brown, Katie Brown, and Allison Brown; two brothers Richard (Candace) Brown of Singapore 

and  William Brown of  Wapakoneta; a sister Betty Suchland of Columbus; a sister - in-law Carolyn Brown of Bluffton; and a 

brother - in- law Arthur Fischer of Versailles. He was preceded in death by a brother Donald Brown of Bluffton and a sister Ruth 

Fischer of Versailles. Robert was a 1951 graduate of St. Joseph Catholic School where he was the class salutatorian.  He 

retired in 1992 f rom the Telephone Service Company in Wapakoneta after 43½ years of service.  He had served as general 

manager, vice-president and finally as president from 1984 until his retirement.  He was also a past director and member of the 

Wapakoneta Area Chamber of  Commerce, president and director of the Lions Club, and director and secretary of the 

Northwestern Ohio Cellular Telephone Association in Columbus.  He was also active in the American Cancer Society as a 

chairman.  He was a member of St. Joseph Catholic C hurch and the Knights of Columbus in Wapakoneta.  Woodworking was his 

hobby, fishing was his favorite sport, but music was his passion.  He was an accomplished woodworker and was a member of 

woodworking clubs in Ohio and Florida.  He was also known for mak ing his own instruments such as Violins, Mandolins, Hammer 

Dulcimers, Harps, and Steel Guitars.  He played the fiddle and steel guitar for over 25 years in the square dance bands.  Mostly, 

he will be missed and remembered as a loving and caring husband, fa ther, and grandfather. Mass of Christian Burial will be 

Thursday at St. Joseph Catholic Church, Wapakoneta.   A private family burial will take place at Gethsemane Cemetery in St. 

Marys. In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be directed to Communit y Health Professionals Hospice Services, St. 

Joseph Catholic Church, or donorõs choice. Arrangements have been entrusted by the family to Schlosser Funeral Home & 

Cremation Services.  

 

BROWN, Russell E. Bown  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 5 June 2015)    

Russell E. Brown, age 75, a resident of Otterbein S aint Marys Retirement Community, and formerly of Blue Mound, IL, died 

Wednesday, June 3, 2015, at Joint Township District Memorial Hospital in Saint Marys. Graveside burial rites will be Sunday, 

June 7, 2015, at the Hall Cemetery, Blue Mound, IL.   

 

BROWN, Ruth P. Brown  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 1 December 2008)    

Ruth P. Brown, age 73, 544 Clover Four Road, New Bremen, died Saturday, Nov. 29, 2008, at her residence, following an 18 

month illness. She was born March 30, 1935, in  Chickasaw, a daughter of Leo and Clara (Kaiser) Homan and they preceded her in 

death. On April 27, 1957, in Chickasaw, she married Alvin T. Brown and he survives. She is also survived by seven children an d 

their spouses, Linda (Scott) Kuenning of New Brem en, Lou (Deb) Brown of New Bremen, Rosie (Leroy) Meyer of Fort Loramie, 

Agnes (Steve) Poeppelman of Minster, Martin (Angela) Brown of St. Marys, Lucy (Leonard) Gaerke of Coldwater, Alan (Ruth) 

Brown of New Bremen; five siblings, Donald Homan of New Bremen,  Dorothy (Tony) Brown of St. Marys, Velma (Sylvester) 

Berning of McCartyville, Joan Homan of New Bremen, Leo (Diane) Homan of Maria Stein; two sisters - in- law, Lillian Homan and 

Joann Homan, both of New Bremen; 32 grandchildren; and five greatgrandchildren.  She was also preceded in death by three 

brothers, Harold, Arnold and Maurice Homan. She was a member of the Precious Blood Catholic Church, Chickasaw, and a 

member of St. Anne Ladies Sodality of the church. She was a member of the Adoration Guild of the c hurch, and the 

Resurrection Choir of the church. She was a church organist and Eucharistic Minister of the church. She was a CCD teacher, 

sacristan, bookkeeper and housekeeper at the church. She was a uniform rank Ladies Auxiliary Knights of St. John Maria  Stein. 

She was a pianist for Knights of St. John for 44 years. She was a past president and trustee of Knights of St. John, secretar y 

of CCD Program at Holy Redeemer Church in New Bremen for 10 years. She was a volunteer at Coldwater Hospital and a 

volunteer at Mercer County Council on Aging. She was a member of the Minster Eagles Auxiliary 1391. She worked the family 

farm with her husband. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Wednesday, at the Precious Blood Catholic Church, Chickasaw. Burial  

will follow in  the church cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster is handling the arrangements. In lieu of flowers and 

momentos, donations may be made to the Auglaize County Cancer Society. In lieu of thank you notes being sent by the family, a  

contribution will be made to the Precious Blood Cemetery Fund.  

 

BROWN, William H. Brown  
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(Abstracted from Schlosser Funeral Home, Wapakoneta, Ohio, 7 January 2014)  

William H. Brown, age 62, of Wapakoneta died Tuesday January 7, 2014 at St. Ritaõs Medical Center, Lima. He was born on 

August 19, 1951 in Lima, OH to Lewis D. & Helen M. (Ruck) Brown who preceded him in death. Survivors include a daughter and 

three sons; Christine (Kevin) Snider of Wapakoneta, Michael (Karen) Brown, Todd (Deana Mayorga) Brown and Randy (Iris 

Morales ) Brown all of Miami, FL, three grandchildren Andrea Jeffrey, Derek and Natalia Brown, one great -granddaughter 

Sidney Stalnaker, a brother Richard (Candace) Brown, a sister Betty Suchland, two sisters - in-laws Carolyn and Elizabeth Brown 

and a brother - in- law Art Fischer. He was preceded in death by two brothers; Donald and Robert Brown and a sister Ruth 

Fischer. William was a 1969 graduate of St. Joseph High School in Wapakoneta.  He then served in Viet Nam with the United 

States Army.  He was employed at Plastipak in Jackson Center where he had worked for 14 years.  In his younger years he had 

played softball for the Chalet Inn and was an avid sports fan always rooting for Ohio State University, Cincinnati Reds and t he 

Cleveland Browns.  He especially loved his children and grandchildren. Memorial services are scheduled Friday January 10, 2014 

at Schlosser Funeral Home & Cremation Services, Wapakoneta.  Military rites will be performed by the V.F.W. Post 8445 

following the service.  In lieu of flowers memoria l contributions may be directed to the American Cancer Society.  

 

BROWN, William T. Brown  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 9 May 2015)    

William T. Brown , age 68, of 10532 Ohio 66 South in St. Marys, OH died Friday May 9, 2015 at his residence. He was born 

February 28, 1947 in Lima, OH to Leonard J. and Nell Jean (Trippy) Brown. On July 5,  1988 in Coldwater, OH he married 

Virginia Ross, who survives. He is also survived by 2 daughters, Stacy (Tony) Louth and Paula Brown  both of Spencerville, OH; 2 

granddaughters; 3 great -grandchildren; 1 brother, Richard (Donna) Brown of Land -O-Lakes, FL; 2 sisters, Penny (Todd) 

Harruff  of Spencerville, OH; and Dixie (Jeff) Mays  of St. Marys, OH; 1 step -son, Scott (Jeri) Holmes  of Celina, OH; 1 step -

daughter, Theresa Holmes  of Detroit, MI; numerous step -grandchildren and step -great -grandchildren He was prece ded in death 

by his parents, Leonard and Nell Jean Brown; and a granddaughter Brittany Brown. A veteran of the United States Army, he 

served in the 9th Infantry Division during the Viet Nam era. He was a retired production employee for the Ford Motor Co. ð 

Lima, OH Engine Plant. He was a member of VFW Post #9289 and American Legion Post #323, both in St. Marys. An avid 

outdoorsman, he enjoyed deer hunting, mowing his lawn, NASCAR, and drinking Miller Lite beer. Private family services will be  

held. 

 

BROWNIN G, Leonard T. Browning  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Leonard T. Browning , 87, formerly of Harrison, OH, died Wednesday May 30, 2012 at Otterbein ð St . Marys.   He was born 

November 20, 1924 in Woodbine, KY to Andrew J. and Grace A. (Decker) Browning.  On May 10, 1947, he married Lois B. Burch, 

who died March 18, 2008. He is survived by 2 daughters, Sister Lynn Julian, CT of Convent of the Transfiguration  in Cincinnati, 

OH; Wanda (Daryl) Dammeyer of New Bremen, OH; granddaughter, Miriam (Laura Virella) Browning - Nance of New York, NY; 2 

brothers, Bill Browning  of Woodbine, KY; and Jerry Lawson of Portageville, NY. He was preceded in death by his  parents, 

Andrew and Grace Browning; wife, Lois Browning; 4 brothers, Charles Browning, Albert Browning, Willard Browning, Julice 

Browning; and 1 sister, Marie Richmond. He was a veteran of the United States Army Air Corps, having served as a corporal in 

the 557 th  Bombardment Squadron in France during World War II.   He attended Faith Alliance Church in New Bremen, OH and 

was a member of VFW #9289 in St.Marys. He retired as supervisor of refinery maintenance for Chevron Corp. in Cincinnati, 

OH.  His favorite pastimes include fishing and tinkering. Rites are scheduled Friday June 1, 2012 at Meyer Community Chapel of 

Otterbein ð St. Marys. Graveside services will be 10:30 a.m. Saturday June 2, 2012 at Blue Grass Memorial Gardens in 

Nicholasville, KY.  

 

BROWNING, Lois B. B rowning 

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Lois B. Browning, 84, a former resident of Otterbein St. Marys Retirement Community, St. Marys, OH, died Tuesda y, March 18, 

2008 at St. Marys Memorial Home in Cincinnati. She had lived at Otterbein St. Marys Retirement Community since 1988, having 

moved from Cincinnati.  She was born March 5, 1924 in Jackson County, KY, the daughter of John and Bertha (Gabbard) 

Burch. She married Leonard Browning on May 10, 1947; he survives at Otterbein St. Marys Retirement Community.  She is also 

survived by daughter, Sister Lynn Julian CT, of Cincinnati, OH; Wanda (Daryl) Dammeyer, of New Bremen, OH; granddaughter, 

Miriam Browning -Nance (and partner Laura) of New York, NY; brother, Elza Burch, of Lexington, KY; Leroy (Jo) Burch, of 

Rutherfordton, NC; and many nieces and nephews.  Lois was a graduate of Nicholasville High School.   She attended Eastern 

College in Kentucky.  She was a homemaker and a member of the Faith Alliance Church in New Bremen, OH. Private burial rites 

will be Thursday, March 20, 2008 at the Blue Grass Memorial Gardens in Lexington, KY.   A Requiem Mass will be Monday, March 
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24, 2008 in the chapel at St. Marys Memo rial Home, Cincinnati, OH.   Memorial donations may be directed to Hospice of 

Cincinnati or St. Marys Memorial Home.   Funeral arrangements are under the care of Miller Funeral Home, 1605 Celina Road, St. 

Marys, OH.   Please call 419-394 -4632 with questions.    

 

BROYLES, Blanche M. Broyles  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Blanche M. Broyles, 81, of 03954 Rainbow Drive in St. Marys, OH died Friday April 6, 200 7 at the JTDM Hospital in St. Marys.  

She was born May 13, 1925 in Chicago, IL to Francis & Frances (Sklenar) Dolejs.  On May 11, 1946, she married Robert E. 

Broyles, who died December 21, 1998. She is survived by a son William J. Broyles of Ft. Wayne, IN; a  daughter, Diane (Robert) 

Ashton of Lima, OH; six grandchildren; six step -grandchildren ; and fourteen great -grandchildren.  She was preceded in death 

by her parents, and her brother, Frank Dolejs.  She was a graduate of the Farragut Academy in Chicago, IL a nd the Wright 

State University in Dayton, OH.   She was a licensed real estate broker.  She attended the New Community Church in St. Marys 

and the Tri -Squares Western Square Dance Club.  She was an avid bridge player and enjoyed spending time at her winter ho me 

at Melbourne, FL. She and her husband had also traveled extensively with the Wally Byam Airstream Caravan Club International.  

Graveside services are scheduled Wednesday, April 11, 2007 at Elm Grove Cemetery in St. Marys.   Memorial contributions may 

be directed to the Auglaize County Cancer Unit.   

 

BROYLES, Thomas A. Broyles  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Thomas A. Broyles, 72, of Ottawa, OH and Wildw ood, FL, died Tuesday January 14, 2014 at his residence at Continental Country 

Club in Wildwood, FL. He was born December 22, 1942 in St. Marys, OH to Warren and Virginia (Fischer) Broyles. He is survived  

by his wife of 27 years Linda Broyles  of Ottawa, OH  and Wildwood, FL; 6 children:  Rick Broyles, Greg (Tina) Broyles, Mark 

(Beth) Nolan, Paul òTreyó (Michelle) McKinney III all four of St. Marys, OH, Stephanie (Tom) Heimann  of Findlay, OH, Lori 

Nave of Celina, OH; 12 grandchildren, 15 great -grandchildren; 1  brother, Ed (Cheryl) Broyles  of St. Marys, OH; and 1 sister, Deb 

(Dick) Mohr of DeGraff, OH. He was preceded in death by his parents, Warren and Virginia Broyles; sister, Barbara Morris. He 

was a graduate of St. Marys Memorial High School (Class of 1959) and earned a Bachelorõs of Pharmacy degree from Ohio 

Northern University in 1963. Tom began his pharmaceutical career in 1957 at Neelyõs Drug Store, a local pharmacy in downtown 

St. Marys.   Tom and Linda moved to Ottawa in 1986 and purchased Hawkeyõs Pharmacy from George and   Bea Hawkey, where 

they worked side ðby-side until they retired in 1999 and began spending the winter months in Florida. He was a member of 

Wayne Street United Methodist Church in St. Marys, Phi Mu Delta Fraternity and its inter -fraterni ty council, Jayceeõs, Kiwanis 

Club and Electrical Examination Board (10 years), Northwestern Ohio Pharmacy Assoc., Ohio Pharmacy Assoc., Foxmeyer 

Wholesaler Advisory Board, St. Marys Outing Club (Idlewild), Ottawa Chamber of Commerce, IOOF Lodge, American Pilotsõ 

Assoc., and the NRA. Tom was a mentor to numerous pharmacy students during his career. His favorite pastimes included flying,  

fishing, golfing, woodworking, sharing a beer with his buddies at the òBomb Shelter,ó and spending quality time with his 

neighbors, friends and family. Tomõs hopes were that he contributed in some small way to make the world a better place. A 

Service of Honor and Remembrance is scheduled Wednesday July 30, 2014 at Miller Funeral Home 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 

West Chapel) in  St. Marys. Memorial contributions may be directed to Ohio Northern University, College of Pharmacy in Ada, 

OH. 

 

BRUBAKER, Wilbur K. Brubaker  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 6 July 2015)    

Wilbur K. Brubaker, age 92, formerly of St. Marys, died Thursday July 2, 2015, at St. Rita's Medical Center in Lima. He was 

born on July 13, 1922, in Ohio City to Ralph and Leona (Mihm) Brubaker. On June 28, 1952, he married Barbara L. Kohler, who 

survives. He is also survived by his daughters Diane Brubaker  of Wapakoneta and Mary Jo (Jack) Cox  of Lima; by his 3 

grandchildren  Jill (Zach) Smithey, Andrew (Amanda) Bindel and Kelsey Cox; by 2 great -grandchildren Jacob Bindel, Olivia 

Smithey, and by 3 step -grandchildren Jamie Cox, Joshua Cox, Jonah (Rebecca) Cox. He was preceded in death by his parents 

Ralph and Leona Brubaker and his brother Ivan Brubaker. He was a veteran of the United States Army , having served during 

World War II . Wilbur retired from Parker -Hannifin Corporation in St. Marys, where he worked as a shipping and receiving 

clerk. He was a member of the First Friends Church and St. Marys Men's Garden Club. Wilbur was a true horticulturist, who 

took great pride in tending his flowers, vegetables and fruit trees. He also enjoyed tinkering with automobiles and volunteer ing 

for his church. He also was very kind to animals. Funeral rites for Mr. Brubaker are scheduled for Tuesday at the Miller Funeral 

Home 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 West Chapel) in St. Marys. Burial, with full graveside military honors, will follow at the 

Resthaven Memory Gardens, near Moulton. Memorial contributions may be directed to the ASPCA.  

 

BRUGGEMAN, Alex J . Bruggeman  

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/army/?personid=175226620&affiliateID=3557
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=175226620&affiliateID=3557


(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 22 April 2009)    

Alex J. Bruggeman, age 77, formerly of New Bremen, died Saturday, April 18, 2009, at the Celina Manor, Celina. He was born on  

Feb. 27, 1932, in Maria Stein, a son of Aloys  and Elizabeth (Miller) Bruggeman. On Nov. 20, 1954, he married Doretta Link who 

preceded him in death on July 19, 1968. On May 3, 1986, he married Betty Jo (Smith) Hipple who preceded him in death on Jan. 

15, 1997. He is survived by his children, Diana (M arvin) Stolz of Celina, Kenneth Bruggeman of Fort Recovery, Lucy (Dave) Wynk 

of Chickasaw, Janice (Jerry) Uhlenhake of St. Henry, Lori (Chris) DuBois of Cleburn, TX, Cynthia Bruggeman and Joe Robbins of  

Coldwater; stepsons Mark (Carol) Hipple of Sidney, Va ughn (Jane) Hipple of Fort Recovery; 18 grandchildren; a great -

grandchild; 2 brothers; and 4 sisters. He was also preceded in death by, two brothers; two sisters; and a daughter - in-law Joyce 

Bruggeman. He was a decorated U. S. Army veteran and Purple Heart  recipient from injuries he received during the Korean War. 

A Memorial Mass will be May 1, at the Precious Blood Catholic Church in Chickasaw. Burial of Mr. Bruggeman's cremains will 

follow in the Precious Blood Catholic Cemetery, Chickasaw. Memorial contr ibutions may be made to the Precious Blood Catholic 

Cemetery c/ o Lester Homan at 5887 Wilker Rd., New Bremen, OH 45869. Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home of New Bremen is 

handling the arrangements.  

 

BRUGGEMAN, Werner J. Bruggeman  

(Abstracted from the Evening L eader, St. Marys, Ohio ð February 11, 2014)  

Werner J. Bruggeman, age 88, of Erie Drive, Maria Stein, passed away of natural causes on Sunday, Feb. 9, 2014, at Celina 

Manor, in Celina.  He was born on Dec. 13, 1925, in Coldwater, to the late Edward and Cath erine (Buening) Bruggeman.  On April 

18, 1951, at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in McCartyville, Werner married Dolores (Barhorst) Bruggeman, who survives.  Also 

surviving are 11 children, Gerald (Kathleen) Bruggeman of Celina; Carol (Philip) Borchers of Ru ssia; Annette (Daniel) Heyne of 

Coldwater; Marcia Neff of Fort Recovery; Nancy (David) Unrast of Maria Stein; Anthony (Linda) Bruggeman of New Bremen; 

Mark Bruggeman of Dayton; Angela (Edward) Petty of Russia; Julia (Chad) Kaiser of Fort Recovery; Beverly Bruggeman of New 

Bremen and Janel (Jeffrey) Selhorst of Coldwater; 39 grandchildren; 34 great -grandchildren; 3 step -grandchildren; 5 siblings, 

Velma (Leonard) Dietz of St. Marys; Virginia Bruggeman of Portland, IN; Mary Pierron of Osgood; Howard (Marlene) Bruggeman 

of Maria Stein and Larry (Becky) Bruggeman of Maria Stein; sisters and brothers - in- law Doris Bruggeman of Maria Stein; Kay 

Bruggeman of St. Marys; Clarissa Barhorst of Russia; Clarissa Brinkman of Missouri; Lavern Schmit of Celina; Joseph (Wilma)  

Barhorst of Coldwater; Clarence Barhorst of Botkins; Marilyn (Ralph) Meyer of Coldwater; Emily Subler of Versailles; Ivo Brau n 

of Portland, IN; and Martha (Richard) Subler of New Bremen.  He was preceded in death by one son -in- law, David Neff; four 

brothe rs, twin Virgil; Donald, infants Edward and Harold Bruggeman and one sister, Eileen Otting; brothers - in-law, Joseph 

Pierron, Kenneth Otting, Lavern Bruggeman and one sister - in-law, Mary Bruggeman.  Werner retired in 1973 from Beatrice 

Foods in New Bremen where he had been employed for 28 years; he had also worked 14 years at Borchers Poultry in Russia.   He 

had been a member of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church.  At his leisure, Werner enjoyed playing the guitar and harmonica, 

entertaining his grandchildr en at family gatherings.   A Mass of Christian Burial will be Friday at St. John the Baptist Church in 

Maria Stein. Interment will follow at the church cemetery.  Memorials may be made to the charity of donorõs choice.  Gehret 

Funeral Home in Fort Loramie in charge of the arrangements.   

 

BRUMBAUGH, Ron Brumbaugh 

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð February 28, 2012 )   

Ron Brumbaugh, age 62, of Brookville, passed away unexpectedly on Saturday, Feb. 25, 2012, at Good Samaritan Hospital. He  

was born on Nov. 25, 1949, to Charles Russell and Naomi Mae (Uhrig) Brumbaugh.  He is survived by his sisters and brother - in-

law, Denise Henderson of Brookville and Karen and Nick Ranly of Minster; two nieces; two nephews; and two great -nieces. 

Services w ill be Wednesday at the Potsdam Church of the Brethren,  22 E. Cross St., Potsdam. If so desired, memorial 

contributions may be made to the Brookville Rescue Squad, 301 Sycamore St., Brookville, OH, 45309.   

 

BRUMMETTE, Alonzo Brummette  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and Mendon, Ohio)  

Alonzo Brummette, age 87, of rural Mendon, passed away Sunday, October 20, 2013 at St. Rita's Medical Center in Lima. He was 

born February 22, 1926 in Claiborne Coun ty, TN, the son of John & Maggie (Berry) Brummette. Alonzo is reunited with his wife, 

Linda (Evans) whom he married on May 31, 1947. She preceded him in death on February 12, 2008. Surviving are 2 sons: Kenneth 

(Camilla) Brummette of Ohio City, Paul (Jodi)  Brummette of Van Wert, 4 daughters: Vicki Roberts of Ohio City, Judy (Dave) 

Highley of St. Marys, Mary (Mark) Myers of Fort Jennings and Pauline Price (Kenneth Richardson) of Delaware, 16 

grandchildren, 27 great grandchildren, a brother: Milton (Fannie) B rummitt of Ten Mile, TN, and a sister: Arzetta Redwine of 

Georgia. He was preceded in death by 2 sisters and a brother: Dorothy Cooper, Viola Patton and Harley Brummitt, 2 grandsons: 

Darrell Brummette and Mitchel McGough, and a son -in- law: James B. Price. Alonzo retired from New Idea in Coldwater after 33 

years of service, where he had worked in the foundry, and was a member of the Steelworkers Union. He had also assisted Max 

Walter with farm work. He was a WWII Veteran, having served in Germany and France,  and was a member of the VFW. An avid 

outdoorsman, Alonzo enjoyed fishing, gardening, and growing fruit and nut trees.  Funeral Services will be Thursday, October 24 



at W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow at Mercer Memory  Gardens, Celina, with graveside 

military rites. Memorial Contributions may be made to the Shriners Hospital for Children in Chicago.  

 

BRUMMETTE, Linda Brummette  

(Abstracted from information from the W. H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Homes of Celina and  Mendon, Ohio)  

Linda Brummette, age 76, 10160 Krugh Road, Mendon, died Feb. 12, 2008, at her home. She was born Dec. 21, 1931, in Claiborne 

County, TN, to William and Myrtle Johnson Evans. On May 31, 1947, she married Alonzo Brummette, who survives. Other 

survivors are 2 sons, Kenneth (Camilla), of Ohio City, and Paul (Jodi), of Van Wert; 4 daughters, Vicki Roberts, of Rockford,  

Judy (Dave) Highley, of St. Marys, Mary (Alan) Miller, of Columbus Grove, and Pauline Price, of Celina; 1 sister, Fannie (Mil t), 

Brummitt, of Sweetwater, TN; 19 grandchildren and 21 great -grandchildren. Deceased are four brothers, Howard, Ulis, Esco 

and Albert Evans; a sister, Ada Evans Smith; a son -in- law, James B. Price; and two grandsons. She was a homemaker and worked 

at the Shar p Canning Factory, Rockford, and Maristan Manufacturing, Mendon. She was a member of Mendon United Methodist 

Church. Services are Monday at W.H. Dick & Sons -Hellwarth Funeral Home, Celina. Burial is at Mercer Memory Gardens, Celina. 

Contributions can be ma de to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, Worthington.  

 

BRUNER, Augustine Bach Bruner  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Augustine Bach Bruner , 76, of 800 In diana Avenue in St. Marys, OH died Thursday April 21, 2011 at his residence.   He was born 

September 22, 1934 in Manchester, KY to Frank and Daisy (Wambels) Bruner.   He is survived by 2 daughters, Marcy (Derek) 

Wyldes of Parma, OH; Jeanne (Jim) Klopfenstein  of St. Marys, OH; 1 son, Steve (Jennifer) Ginter  of St. Marys, OH; 5 

grandchildren:  Erin Klopfenstein, Lauren Klopfenstein, Madison Ginter, Natalie Ginter, Brody Wyldes Brother, and Victor Bruner 

of San Jose, CA.  He was preceded in death by his parents.  He was a veteran of the United States Army, having served during 

the Korean conflict.  Mr. Bruner worked as a brick mason for P.A.B. Construction Co.   Following his retirement, he worked as a 

janitor for the Wayne Street United Methodist Church in St. Marys .  He enjoyed listening to classical music. An accomplished 

artist, he created many works in the mediums of oil paint, chalk and pencil. Services are Wednesday April 27, 2011 at Miller -  

Long & Folk Funeral Home 314 W. High Street in St. Marys. Burial, wit h full graveside military honors, will follow at the Elm 

Grove Cemetery in St. Marys.   

 

BRUNS, Alice M. Berger Bruns  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 6 December 2016)    

Alice M. (Berger) Bruns, age 82, died on Sunday, Dec. 4, 2016, at the Heritage Manor Nursing Center in Minster, where she had 

resided for several years. She was born on Sept. 25, 1934, the daughter of the late Magloire and Bertha (Grisez) Berger. On 

June 6, 1956, she married Alvin Bruns in Versailles, and he survives in Minster. Also surviving are her children: Jane (Roy) 

Kremer of Coldwater, Bill Bruns of New Bremen, and a daughter - in- law Anna Bruns of Auburn, IN; her grandchildren: Melissa 

(Nick) Johnson of Auburn, IN, Megan Bruns of Spencerville, IN, Rob Kremer of C oldwater; a great -granddaughter Faith 

Johnson; her siblings: John (Barb) Berger, Dick (Bernice) Berger, Doris (Dick) Ware, Nancy (Dan) Strieb, Ron Berger, all of 

Versailles; Bill (Linda) Berger of Centerville; and a sister - in- law Rosalyn Berger of Minster;  and by a number of in - laws, and 

nieces and nephews. Along with her parents, she was preceded in death by her son Steven Bruns, a grandson Ryan Kremer, and 

her brothers Paul Berger and Jerome Berger. Alice was a 1952 graduate of Versailles High School. She  was a member of the 

Church of the Holy Redeemer in New Bremen. For many years, she was a bookkeeper for her husband's construction business. 

She enjoyed spending time with her family and friends. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Friday at the Church of the Holy 

Redeemer in New Bremen. Burial will follow in the St. Valbert's Cemetery of Versailles. Gilberg -Hartwig Funeral Home in New 

Bremen handled the arrangements. Memorial contributions can be made to the Heritage Manor Activity Fund.  

 

BRUNS, Aubrey Lyn n Bruns  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð October 17, 2011 ) 

Aubrey Lynn Bruns, age 3, of 196 Amsterdam Road, Minster, died Saturday, Oct. 15, 2011, in the emergency room at Mercer 

Health following an auto accident. She was born on Dec.  28, 2007, in Coldwater, to John and Rebecca Lynn (Kramer) Bruns, and 

they survive her in Minster. She is also survived by 2 brothers, Keaton and Conner; her grandparents, Victor and Verene Krame r 

of Osgood and Gerald and Sandra Bruns of Minster; her great -grandmothers, Velma Bruns of Maria Stein and Theresa Schipper 

of Botkins. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Wednesday at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Maria Stein. Burial will be in 

St. John Cemetery in Maria Stein. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Mi nster is handling the arrangements.   

 

BRUNS, Edgar H. Bruns  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 27 January 2011)   



Edgar H. Bruns, age 69, of Russia, died Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2011, at Upper Valley Medical Center in Troy. He was born on May  7, 

1941, in Russia, the son of Stephen and Lucille (Monnin) Bruns, and they preceded him in death. On May 12, 1962, he married 

Carole Ritter at St. Remy Catholic Church, Russia, and she survives in Russia. He is also survived by his children, Greg (Kat hy) 

Bruns of Russia, Scot Bruns of Russia, Nichole (Nickolas) Schulze of Oran; five grandchildren; his brother; his sister; his 

stepbrothers and his stepsister. He was also preceded in death by one stepsister. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Friday a t 

St. Remy Catholic Church. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Russia is handling the arrangements. Burial will be in St. Remy Cemetery. 

Memorial donations may be made to the Parkinson Foundation and the Versailles Health Care Activity Fund.  

 

BRUNS, John Bruns  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 7 July 2014)  

John "Jack" Bruns, age 80, of Cranberry Prairie, died Friday, July 4, 2014, at his home. He was born on Oct. 28, 1933, in St. 

Henry, to the late Ernest and Alvina (Schwieterman) Bruns. He married Lillie Lehmkuhl on Nov. 29, 1958, in McCartyville. She 

survives in Cranberry Prairie. He is also survived by children Jeff (Mary Jo) Bruns of St. Henry, Kat hy (Jacque) Borchers of 

Minster, Diane (Ed) Jutte of Minster, Mark (Karen) Bruns of St. Henry and Lisa (Dan) Tumbusch of Minster, 18 grandchildren, 

four great -grandchildren, two brothers, one sister and several in - laws. He was preceded in death by two gran dchildren, a sister 

and a sister - in- law. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Wednesday at St. Francis Catholic Church, Cranberry Prairie. Burial will 

take place in St. Francis Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in St. Henry is handling the arrangements. Memor ial contributions 

may be made to the State of the Heart Hospice in Coldwater and the Center for Neurological Development in Burkettsville.  

 

BRUNS, John F. Bruns  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 24 October 2016)    

John F. Bruns, age 64, of Minster, died Friday, Oct. 21, 2016, at Joint Township District Memorial Hospital, St. Marys.  He was 

born on Nov. 14, 1951, in Coldwater, to the late Edward and Norma (Doenges) Bruns. He married Beverly Hollingsworth on Aug. 

12, 1986, at St. Paul Church, New Bremen. She survives in Minster.  He is also survived by children: Chris and Dana Boerger of 

Tipp City; Danielle and Mark Yonchak of Dallas, TX; Tracy and Craig Albers of Toledo; Sean Greig of NJ; eight grandchildren; 

brothers a nd sisters: Joe and Nancy Bruns;  Jane and Randy Houseworth; Joann Bruns; stepsiblings: Jim and Nanette Hamberg; 

Herb and Betty Hamberg; Bill and Barb Hamberg; Bob and Cheryl Hamberg; Mary Helen and Gary Tarcy and John and Cindy 

Hamberg. He was preceded in death by brother Jeffrey Bruns and his stepmother Leona Hamberg. He was a veteran  of th e U.S. 

Army  during the Vietnam War  and a member of the American Legion, New Bremen.  He was employed at the Shelby County 

Sewer District.  A funeral service will be Wednesday at St. Augustine Catholic Church, Minster.  Burial with full military honors 

will take place at St. Augustine Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, Minster assisted with the arrangements.   

 

BRUNS, Josephine Mary Bruns  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys , Ohio ð 9 February 2011)   

Josephine Mary Bruns, age 89, formerly of 200 York St., Yorkshire, died Monday, Feb. 7, 2011, in Newark. She was born on 

March 26, 1921, on a farm on Reed Road outside of Yorkshire, the daughter of Anton and Sophia Holscher Wenn ing, and they 

preceded her in death. On June 25, 1947, she married Harold J. Bruns at St. Nicholas Church in Osgood, and he preceded her in  

death on Oct. 3, 1973. She is survived by her children, M. Joanne (Ron) Sherwood of Granville, Susan K. (Thomas) Mof fitt of 

Hamilton, Margaret A. Seng of Bladensburg, Sharon E. (Joseph) Henry of Versailles, Nicholas J. (Jane) Bruns of Hickory 

Corners, MI; 10 grandchildren; 10 great -grandchildren; two brothers; one sister and several brothers - in- law and sisters - in-law. 

She was preceded in death by four sisters; one brother and two brothers - in- law. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Friday at St. 

Nicholas Catholic Church, Osgood. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster is handling the arrangements. Burial will be held at St. 

Mar tin Cemetery in Osgood. Memorial contributions may be directed to The Osgood Life Squad.  

 

BRUNS, Leona A. Hamberg Bruns  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 29 May 2009)    

Leona A. Hamberg-Bruns, age 88, 4146 Fleetfood, Road, Coldwater, died Thursday, May 28, 2009, at Briarwood Manor Nursing 

Home. She was born July 8, 1920, in Fort Loramie, a daughter of Edward and Mary (Bensman) Brandewie, and they preceded her 

in death. On June 4, 1940, in Coldwater, she married Paul Hamberg, he precede d her in death July 20, 1985. On Jan. 2, 1988, in 

Russia, she married her second husband Ed Bruns; he preceded her in death Aug. 2, 1999. She is survived by 5 sons, Jim 

(Nanette) Hamberg, Herb (Betty) Hamberg, John (Cindy) Hamberg, all of Coldwater, Bill ( Barb) Hamberg of St. Marys, Bob 

(Cheryl) Hamberg of Portland, MI; 1 daughter, Mary Helen (Gary) Tarcy of Pittsburg, PA; stepchildren, John (Beverly) Bruns of  

Minster, Joe (Nancy) Bruns of Minster, Jane (Randy) Houseworth of New Bremen, Joann Bruns of Minst er; four sisters; 35 

grandchildren and 41 great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by a stepchild, Jeff Bruns; a sister; and a grandchild. 

Funeral services will be Tuesday, at Holy Trinity Catholic Church. Burial will follow at St. Elizabeth Cemetery  in Coldwater. 

Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Coldwater is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be directed to State of the 

Heart Hospice, 230 W. Main St. Coldwater, OH 45828.  

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/veterans/?personid=182073950&affiliateID=3557
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/army/?personid=182073950&affiliateID=3557
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/vietnam-war/?personid=182073950&affiliateID=3557


 

BRUNS, Louis R. Bruns  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð January 17, 2012 )   

Louis R. Bruns, age 88, of 2641 Goettemoeller Road, Maria Stein, died on Sunday, Jan. 15, 2012, at The Gardens at St. Henry. 

He was born on July 24, 1923, in St. Rose, to Charles an d Anna (Meier) Bruns, and they preceded him in death. On Sept. 8, 1948, 

he married Mary Evelyn Schmitmeyer, and she preceded him in death on Nov. 15, 1989. He is survived by his children, Mary 

Jane (Charles) Hileman of Celina, Shirley (Roger) Schlater of V ersailles, Martha (Rich) Schmackers of St. Henry, David (Joyce) 

Bruns of St. Henry, Stan (Mary Lou) Bruns of Maria Stein, Linda (Doug) Watercutter of St. Henry and Louis Jr. (Cathy) Bruns 

of Maria Stein; 29 grandchildren; 30 great -grandchildren; and 1 brot her - in- law. He was preceded in death by two great -

grandchildren; a brother; and three sisters. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Thursday at St. Rose Catholic Church in St. R ose. 

Burial will follow in the church cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster  is handling the arrangements.  

 

BRUNS, Margaret A. Bruns  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð October 14, 2011 ) 

Margaret A. Bruns, age 94, formerly of Egypt, died Wednesday, Oct. 12, 2011, at Briarwood Village in Coldwater.  She was born 

on Sept. 11, 1917, in Maria Stein, to the Henry and Lena (Hoelscher) Rutschilling, and they preceded her in death. On April 23 , 

1941, at St. John Catholic Church in Maria Stein, she married Clarence Bruns, and he preceded her in death on Dec. 17, 1959. 

She is survived by her children, Jan (Jim) Slankard of Somerton, AZ, Lucy (Duane) Barga of North Star, Ruth Bruns and 

Raymond McDonald of Dayton, Michael Bruns of Fort Loramie, Vicki (Bob) Leimbach of Vermillion, Rita (Leon) Hemmert of 

Botkins and  Paul (Beck) Bruns of Maria Stein; 2 sisters; 1 sister - in-law; 26 grandchildren;  33 great -grandchildren; and 4 great -

great -grandchildren. She was preceded in death by a daughter - in- law; four sisters and brothers; and four in - laws. A Mass of 

Christian Burial will be Mo nday at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Egypt.  Burial will be in St. Joseph Cemetery in Egypt. 

Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster is handling the arrangements. The family requests memorial contributions be made to 

State of the Heart Hospice.  

  

BRUNS, Marilyn  K. Bruns  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 28 January 2009)    

Marilyn K. Bruns, age 68, 91 S. State St., Chickasaw, died Tuesday, Jan.27, 2009, at the Celina Manor Nursing Home. She was 

born on Oct. 26, 1940, in Minster, a daughter of Julius and Emma (Meyer) Baumer, and they both preceded her in death. On 

May 5, 1962, she married Lavern A. Bruns, he preceded her in death on May 30, 1996. She is survived by a son, Thomas Bruns of  

Chickasaw; two brothers; three sisters; and numerous ni eces and nephews. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Friday, at Precious 

Blood Church. Burial will follow in the Precious Blood Cemetery in Chickasaw. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Coldwater is handling  

the arrangements.  

 

BRUNS, Paula Jane Miller Bruns  

(Abstra cted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 23 February 2016)    

Paula Jane (Miller) Bruns, age 43, St. Marys, passed away Sunday, Feb. 21, 2016, at the St. Rita's Medical Center in Lima. Sh e 

was born Jan. 30, 1973, in Celina to Jack and Alice (Little)  Miller. Her father preceded her in death, and her mother resides in 

Montezuma. She is also survived by the love of Benjamin Klaus of St. Marys; 2 children, Lando and Hannah (Karhoff) Bruns of 

St. Marys, Jacquelyn Bruns of St. Marys and Trent Klaus of St. Marys; 3 brothers; several nieces and nephews; and several 

great nieces and nephews. She is preceded in death by her twin sisters, Michelle Kay Miller and Shelly Rae Miller, who died a t 

birth. Funeral services will be Thursday at the Lehman -Dzendzel Funera l Home in Celina. Burial will be at a later date in Ellis 

Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to the Paula J. Bruns family.  

 

BRUNS, Steven A. Bruns  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 23 February 2016)    

Steven A. Bruns passed  away peacefully at home, surrounded by his family on Saturday. He was born in Greenville to Alvin and 

Alice Bruns, and raised in New Bremen. In September 1981, he married his wife, Anni, who survives in Auburn, IN. He is also 

survived by his 2 daughters, Melissa (Nick) Johnson and their daughter Faith, also of Auburn and Megan Bruns of Summerville, 

SC; his sister, Jane (Roy) Kremer and their son Rob of Coldwater; and his brother, Bill Bruns of New Bremen; his parents, Alv in 

and Alice Bruns of New Bremen; a nd his in - laws, Stan and Sandra (Huston) Allen of Huntington, IN. He was preceded in death by 

his father - in- law, Richard Huston of Huntington, IN; and his nephew, Ryan Kremer of New Bremen. He was a part of the 

inaugural football team at New Bremen High Sc hool. He attended Tri -State University, and was part of the Tau Kappa Epsilon 

fraternity. While at Tri -State he also met his wife, Anni, and they married in September 1981 at First United Church of Christ 

in Huntington. He eventually transferred to IPFW, w here he obtained an associate degree in construction technology and a 

bachelor of science degree in civil engineering technology. He was also a licensed land surveyor, and an active member of the  

Indiana Society of Professional Land Surveyors and the Aubur n Plan Commission for many years. Steve worked for the DeKalb 



County Surveyor's office before transferring to the city of Auburn engineering department. He then moved to Huntington and 

served as city engineer there for seven years. In 1993, he and his fami ly returned to Auburn, where he joined the engineering 

department again before taking over as city engineer in 1994. Steve was an integral part in the planning and oversight of mos t 

infrastructure projects for the city of Auburn for over 20 years. He would  often be seen walking projects in the evenings and 

weekends to ensure the integrity of the project and the safety of the city of Auburn. Of all the municipal projects Steve was  

involved with, the Rieke Park Trail between North Street and Betz Road was the  one he enjoyed the most. A memorial for the 

maintenance of this trial has been set up in his name through the DeKalb County Community Foundation. Steve loved his family 

unconditionally and was thrilled at the birth of his first grandchild, Faith Marie, th is past year. He coached youth soccer, 

softball and basketball when his girls were young, and became active with DeKalb High School women's soccer while they 

attended and for many years after as a scorekeeper. He assisted with the design and development of  the DeKalb High School 

soccer field and fieldhouse as well. Steve enjoyed Notre Dame and Ohio State football, and jokes that he never believed he 

would become such a big fan of European football (soccer) until his girls started to play. He loved all thing s Notre Dame 

women's soccer and Manchester University women's soccer, attending games each year as he was able. In the past several 

years, Steve and Anni have enjoyed exciting weekend adventures in search of the next breakfast hot spot to be featured. He 

was a member of the Auburn Moose Lodge and Garrett Country Club golf league. Steve attended First Christian Church in 

Auburn. Funeral services will be Wednesday at Feller and Clark Funeral Home, 1860 South Center Street in Auburn. Burial will 

take place at Cedar Creek Cemetery in Garrett. Memorials may be made to a fund for the maintenance of the Rieke Park Trail. 

This fund has been set up in his name through the DeKalb County Community Foundation.  

 

BRUNS, Velma E. Bruns  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 19 August 2016)    

Velma E. Bruns, age 94, of Maria Stein, died Wednesday, Aug. 17, 2016, at Briarwood Village, Coldwater. She was born on Nov. 4, 

1921, in Cassella, to the late Edward and Rosalia (Bertke) Heitkamp. On June 6, 1942, she m arried Clarence J. Bruns, and he died 

on March 17, 2002. She is survived by 6 children: Gerald (Sandy) Bruns of Maria Stein, Marlene (Ronald) Tuente of Yorkshire, 

Shirley Hopple of Evanston, IL, Ronald Bruns of Maria Stein, Bonnie (Brian) Dahlinghaus of Ma ria Stein and Pamela (James) 

Fleck of Chickasaw; by a daughter - in- law Carolyn Bruns of Celina; by 23 grandchildren; by 39 great -grandchildren; by her 

siblings: Rosy Heitkamp, Alberta and Dave Hackemoeller, Dennis and Rita Heitkamp and David Heitkamp. She i s preceded in 

death by a son James Bruns; a great -granddaughter Aubrey Bruns; her siblings and in - laws: Irene and Marinus Ruschau, Alvira 

and Herbert Schoenlein, Lloyd and Mary Heitkamp, Norbert Heitkamp, Junita and Carl Steinbrunner, Roman Heitkamp, Esthe r 

Heitkamp, Thecla Heitkamp, George and Anna Bruns, Cecelia and Aloys Eyink, Elmer and Luella Bruns, Emma and Victor Unrast, 

Odelia and Ed Overman and Alvina Bruns. Velma traveled to Portugal, which was very spiritual to her, as she stood on the spot  

that the Blessed Mother appeared to the three children at Fatima in 1917. In her early years, she worked at Seiberling Rubber 

Plant in New Bremen and at Mersman Furniture in Celina. She helped with all the different chores on the farm and enjoyed it. 

Most of al l she loved being with her children and all the family get togethers. She made a quilt for each of her children and 

grandchildren and she belonged to several card clubs. She was a member of St. John Catholic Church, Maria Stein, the St. 

Ann's Sodality of S t. John and she was a mass server at one time. She volunteered at Community Hospital and was a Eucharistic 

minister at the hospital and to shut - ins of St. John parish. She volunteered at the Maria Stein Center and was a member of the 

Adoration Guild and th e Ladies Auxiliary Knights of St. John 288 for which she made many rosaries. Mass of Christian Burial 

will be Monday at St. John Church, Maria Stein. Burial will follow in St. John Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Coldwater 

handled the arrangements.  

 

BRUNS, Wilma J. Bertke Bruns  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 28 December 2015)    

Wilma J. (Bertke) Bruns, age 92, of Celina, died Thursday, Dec. 24, 2015, at the Mercer County Community Hospital in 

Coldwater. She was born on Dec. 13,  1923, in Carthagena to the late John and Josephine (Ahlers) Bertke. On Oct. 23, 1948, she 

married Aloysius Bruns, who died on Oct. 19, 2007. Survivors include her daughter and son -in- law Cindy and Rob Van Santvoord 

of Celina, several grandchildren, a grea t -grandson and a sister - in-law. She was preceded in death by two brothers and a sister -

in- law as well as a sister and brother - in- law. A Mass of Christian burial will be Wednesday at the Immaculate Conception 

Catholic Church in Celina. Burial will follow in  St. Marys Catholic Cemetery in Celina.  Lehman -Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina is 

handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to the I.C. Endowment Fund.   

 

BRUNSWICK, Donald L. Brunswick  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, O hio ð February 17, 2014)  

Donald L. Brunswick, age 85, of Egypt, died Sunday, Feb. 16, 2014, at Wilson Memorial Hospital.  He was born on June 25, 1928, 

in Chickasaw, to the late Ferdinand and Francis (Heitbrink) Brunswick.  He is survived by sisters Norma and Elmer Meyer of Anna 

and Iona Gariety of Versailles; brother Dr. Mark Brunswick of Wilton Manors, FL; sister - in-law Mary Catherine Brunswick of 

Egypt; nieces and nephews Donna Huelskamp, Carol Steinke, Bill Brunswick, LaVern Brunswick, Jerry Meyer, Lois  Bertke, Margie 



Buleson, Russel Meyer, Dean Meyer, Diane Siegrist, Dennis Gariety and Darlene Monnin and numerous great nieces and 

nephews.  He was preceded in death by brother Constant (Conny) Brunswick, sister Alice Ann Brunswick, brother - in- law Paul 

Gariety, nephew Dale Gariety and niece Doris Gariety. He was a former member of St. Joseph Catholic Church, Egypt and a 

veteran of the U.S. Army.  A funeral service will be Thursday at Hogenkamp Funeral Home, in Minster.  Burial will take place in 

St. Joseph Cemetery in Egypt.  

 

BRUNSWICK, Maurice R. Brunswick  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 8 September 2008)    

Maurice R. Brunswick, age 74, 38 E. Main St., Osgood, died at his residence. He was born July 5, 1934, in Russia, a son of He nry  

and Emma (Riethman) Brunswick and they preceded him in death. On Nov. 24, 1956, in Osgood, he married Marianne 

(Langenkamp) Brunswick and she survives. He is also survived by four children, Ronald (Jayne) Brunswick of Osgood, Susan 

Brunswick of Napoleon, James (Janice) Brunswick of Grand Junction, CO, and David (Connie) Brunswick of Osgood; a brother 

and sister - in- law; five sisters and three brothers - in- law; 16 grandchildren; and two greatgrandchildren. He was also preceded in 

death by an infant son, Richa rd; a daughter, Teresa; a son, John; and two brothers - in- law. A Mass of Christian Burial will be 

Wednesday, at St. Nicholas Catholic Church. Burial will follow at St. Martins Cemetery, Osgood. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, 

Minster is handling the arrangements. M emorial contributions may be directed to State of the Heart Home Health and Hospice.  

 

BRUNSWICK, Robert J. Brunswick  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 16 January 2015 )    

Robert J. Brunswick, age 91, of Maria Stein, died Wednesday, Jan. 14, 2015, at Mercer County Community Hospital, Coldwater. 

He was born on Sept. 5, 1923, in Sharpsburg to the late Lawrence and Justine (Braun) Brunswick. He married Erma Luttmer on 

Oct. 16, 1948, in St. Rose Catholic Church. She survives in Maria Stein. He is also survived by his children David (Elaine) 

Brunswick, of Celina, Mary Jane Kaylor, of Minster, and Dean (Jane) Brunswick, of Osgood, 5 grandchildren Austin (Karissa) 

Kaylor, Jonathan ( Michelle) Kaylor, Dustin, Cameron and Aaron Brunswick; 1 great -grandson Carson, brothers and a sister Dr. 

Wilferd (Verna) Brunswick, of Beverly Hills, FL; Art (Dorothy) Brunswick, of Beavercreek; Bea Flaherty, of Des Moines, IA; 

sister - in- law Madonna Brunswick, of Coldwater; in - laws Leonard Luttmer, of Yorkshire, Alfred (Pauline) Luttmer, of St. Henry, 

Norma Stammen, of St. Henry and numerous nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by grandchildren Meredith and 

Matthew Brunswick, brothers and sisters M elvin and Mildred Brunswick, Richard and Rita Brunswick, John Brunswick, Rita and 

Frank Tumbush, Wilma Brunswick, Mary Catherine Brunswick, Ruth and Ed Goubeaux and his in - laws Lawrence and Mercedes 

Poeppelman, Wilbert Luttmer, Bernard and Marie Luttmer, W erner Stammen and Virgil and Norma Arkenberg. He was a member 

of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church and the Men's Sodality of the church. He was a veteran of the U.S. Army during World 

War II. He was a member of Maria Stein American Legion, Chickasaw VFW , and Catholic Foresters. Bob retired from Weaver 

Brothers Eggs after 60 years of service, and also worked for Larger Brothers. Bob loved his family, his work and a good game of 

cards. Mass of Christian burial will be Saturday at St. John the Baptist Catho lic Church, Maria Stein. Burial with full military 

honors will take place in St. John Cemetery. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster is handling the arrangements. Memorial 

contributions may be made to the Mercer County Aktion Club in honor of Bob's granddaugh ter Meredith.  

  

BRUSSELL, David W. Brussell Sr.  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 10 August 2017)         

David W. Brussell Sr., age 64, of Minster, died on Wednesday, Aug. 9, 2017, at Lima Memorial Hospital. He was born on Sept. 5 , 

1952, in Celina to the late James and Mattie (Florence) Brussell.  He married Darlene (Robbins), and she survives in Minster. He 

is also survived by children: Amy Turner, Nickey Kinnitt, David W. Brussell Jr., Vikki Brussell and Becky Brussell; 11 

grandchild ren; one great -grandson; and a brother, James Brussell. He is preceded in death by a son, Daniel, and brothers, Larry 

Brussell and Jerry Lee Brussell. David was an avid fisherman and hunter. He was also a loving husband, father and grandfather . 

He formerly  worked at Sidney Aluminum for 14 years and American Trim for 33 years. Funeral services will be Tuesday at the 

Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster. Burial will follow in Furrow Cemetery, Fort Loramie.  

 

BRUSSELL, James E. Brussell  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 3 July 2010)   

James E. Brussell, age 81, of 70 S. Cleveland St., Minster, died Friday, July 2, 2010, at Heritage Manor in Minster. He was  born 

Oct. 18, 1928, in Springfield, KY, to Len and Nancy (Hare) Brussell, who preceded him in death. On Jan. 18, 1948, he married 

Hattie Florence Arnold Brussell, who preceded him in death Aug. 6, 2005. He is survived by two sons, James (Rosemary) Brussel l 

of Fort Loramie and David (Darlene) Brussell of Minster;  two sisters; two brothers; 11 grandchildren and two great -

grandchildren. He was preceded in death by two sons, Jerry and Larry Brussell; a brother and a grandchild. Funeral services w ill 

be Tuesday at Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster. Burial will follow in German Protestant Cemetery in New Bremen.  

 

BRYAN, Ryker James Bryan  



(Abstracted from Schlosser Funeral Home, Wapakoneta, Ohio, 27 July 2013)  

Ryker James Bryan was stillborn Saturday July 27, 2013 at Miami Valley Hospital, Dayton. He is survived by; his  parents Royce 

K. & Cassie J. (Romero) Bryan, maternal grandparents Melissa & Matt Henderson, and his paternal grandparents Denise Miller 

and Robert Bryan all of Wapakoneta. A private family service will be held at the Shawnee Alliance Church at a later da te. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the family in memory of Ryker.  

 

BUBP, Betty A. Bubp  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 16 November 2016)    

Betty A. Bubp, age 86, of 16681 St. Marys River Road in rural St. Marys, died on Tuesd ay, Nov. 8, 2016, at Otterbein - St. 

Marys. She was born on July 7, 1930, in Washington Township - Auglaize County to Clarence and Esther (Tostrick) Schroer. On 

Sept. 29, 1949, in Newport, KY, she married Geary Lee Bubp, who died on March 28, 1984. Survivo rs include: sons Kyle (Lyn) 

Bubp of St. Marys and Kevin (Malinda) Bubp of St. Marys; daughters Beverly (Joe) Westerfield of Celina, L. Katie (Craig) 

Hertenstein of St. Marys and Melanie Curl of St. Johns; her  18 grandchildren and 56 great -grandchildren; he r brothers Lloyd 

Schroer of New Bremen, Kenneth (Barbara) Schroer of Bellefontaine and Richard (Nancy Eudy) Schroer of Oak Ridge, NC. She 

was preceded in death by her parents Clarence and Esther Schroer; husband Geary Lee Bubp; brother Warren Schroer; brot her 

Donald Schroer; infant brother Dale Schroer; and son -in- law Dwight Curl. She was a graduate of New Bremen High School (class 

of 1948). She worked as a milk tester for the Auglaize County Dairy Service for 40 years. She was a member of the Auglaize 

County Historical Society and the New Bremen Senior Citizens. Her favorite pastimes included reading, gardening (flowers and 

vegetables), making crafts and doing counted cross stitch. Betty dearly loved her family and enjoyed spending time with her 

numerous grandchildren and great -grandchildren. A celebration of life in honor of Betty will be Sunday at the Noble Township 

Community Center. Memorial contributions may be directed to either Grand Lake Hospice or Auglaize County Historical Society. 

Arrangements are entrusted to Miller Funeral Homes in St. Marys.  

 

BUBP, Eileen E. Bubp   

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 26 November 2014)  

Eileen E. Bubp, age 90, formerly of 126 Concord Ave. in St. Marys, died on Sunday, Nov. 23, 2014, at Briarwood Manor in 

Coldwater. She was born on June 18, 1924, in Van Buren Township in Shelby County to Harry and Leona (Wierwille) Schroer. On 

July 3, 1945, in St. Marys, she married Henry "Bud" Bubp, who died July 7, 1973. Eileen is survived by her daughters Bonnie 

James of Troy and Kristie (Charles) Bubp -Black of Montezuma as well as her brother Roger (Freda) Schroer of Sidney and 

sister Ruth Ann (Chuck) Elsass of Minneapolis. She was blessed with seven grandchildren and eight great -grandchildren. She is 

preceded in death by her parents Harry and Leona Schroer, husband Henry Bubp, her infant son Joseph Bubp, son James Bubp, 

brother Al Schroer, sister Dorothy Schroer  and son-in- law Tom James. She was a graduate of Anna High School (Class of 

1942). Eileen retired from Post 6 of the Ohio State Highway Patrol, where she served as a dispatcher for many years. Her 

favorite pastimes included gambling, traveling to Las Vegas  and relaxing on the white sand at St. Petersburg Beach, FL. Above 

all, she enjoyed spending time with her family and close friends. Rites are scheduled Saturday at Miller Long & Folk Funeral 

Home (314 W. High St. Chapel) in St. Marys. Burial will follow a t Elm Grove Cemetery in St. Marys.  

 

BUBP, Eileen S. Bubp  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð October 4, 2012 )  

Eileen S. Bubp, age 74, of Albuquerque, NM, formerly of New Knoxville, died on Friday, Aug. 24, 2012, at Canyon Rehabilitation 

Center in Albuquerque, after a long battle with Parkinsonõs disease. She was born on Feb. 5, 1938, in Celina, to Albert and 

Marcella Clausing of St. Marys, and they preceded her in death. On March 15, 1958, she married Gene Bubp, and he surv ives at 

their residence. She is also survived by 2 sons, Douglas (Laura) of Las Cruces and Dana (Ginny) of Las Vegas; 1 daughter, Ken dra 

(Craig) Stoma of Albuquerque, NM; 4 grandchildren; 1 brother, Dean Clausing of Upper Sandusky; 2 sisters - in- law, Carol 

(Norval) Kohlhorst of Maumee and Paula Fledderjohann of St. Marys; 1 niece, and several nephews and cousins. Graveside burial  

rites will be Friday at Pilger Ruhe Cemetery in New Knoxville. Funeral arrangements are under the direction of the Vornholt -

Miller  Funeral Home in New Knoxville.  

 

BUCHANAN, Elsie Janis Buchanan  

(Abstracted from information from the Ross County, Ohio Genealogical Society)  

Elsie Janis Buchanan, age 87, of Chillicothe, died peacefully in her sleep at Adena Regional Medical Center on Jan uary 15, 2016. 

She was born in Chillicothe on January 2, 1929, to the late Orrin C. and Hazel Daily Bowdle. On March 21, 1947, she married 

Vernon D. òBudó Buchanan, who died February 15, 1987. She was predeceased by her sister, Clara A. Porter. Surviving are 

children, Pamela K. (Patrick) Haas, and Jan B. (John) Fortney, both of Chillicothe; grandchildren, Angela (Jeff) Ulrich, of D ublin 

OH, Ryan (Jennifer Kafsky) DeGarmo, of Brevard, NC, Seth (Laura) DeGarmo, of San Francisco, CA; 3 great -grandchildren, 

Drew, Wilsen, and Carson DeGarmo; several nieces and nephews. Known affectionately to many as òGea,ó Elsie will be 

remembered by those she met for her incredibly kind and generous heart. She was a devoted Christian and member of the 

http://www.genealogybank.com/doc/obituaries/obit/151DDC9A0AAEB208-151DDC9A0AAEB208%3F


Grace Fellowship Church, w here she was a longtime member of the Faithful Friends Ladies Group. She retired from Pioneer 

School after 20 years of service and was a member of the D.A.R., the Ross County Quilterõs Guild, and the Ross County Fair 

Ladies Auxiliary. Her mother founded th e Seed Planters 4 -H club and Elsie followed in her footsteps making and serving the 

Seed Planterõs Special, a Spam salad sandwich. Her enthusiasm for 4-H and the Ross County Fair passed on to her daughters and 

grandchildren. Her grandkids showed sheep at t he fair, but it was Elsie who did the bulk of the care and feeding of the market 

lambs that were their 4 -H projects. Elsie loved baking cakes, and was a true artist when it came to creating and decorating 

them. If she wasnõt baking, Elsie was often found creating in her woodshop, the love for which she attributed to the time spent 

in the family sawmill with her grandfather. She also enjoyed painting, ceramics, singing, sewing, writing poems, and watching  just 

about anything on the Hallmark channel. Elsieõs fondness for animals was well known to all. She loved life, family and her farm 

where she lived for eighty -seven years. A service will be Wednesday, January 20, at Grace Fellowship Church, 536 Mill St., 

Chillicothe. There will be no calling hours. Arrangem ents are under the direction of the Ware Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, 

the family requests donations be made to the Ross County Humane Society or Grace Fellowship Church.  

 

BUCHLER, Leo R. Buchler  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð November 1, 2013 ) 

Leo R. Buchler, age 86, of 8846 North St., Kettlersville, died Friday, Nov. 1, 2013, at his residence. He was born on June 6,  

1927, in McCartyville, to parents Raymond and Dora (Meyer) Buehler, who preceded him in death. He was married on  Sept. 4, 

1954, in Minster, to Mary L. Bernard, who preceded him in death on Nov. 27, 2006. He is survived by his children, Phil (Joan)  

Buehler of Kettlersville; Jeff (Jill) Buehler of St. Henry; Steve (Alejandra) Buehler of Omaha, NE; Joanie (Mike) Pruete r of 

Kettlersville, Teresa (Ben) Harshbarger of Botkins; 19 grandchildren; 13 great -grandchildren; 2 sisters; a brother; a sister - in-

law; and a brother - in- law. One infant son, Joseph Buehler, preceded him in death, along with two brothers and two brothers - in-

law. He was a veteran of World War II, and the Korean War, having served in the Navy, the Anna American Legion and was the 

youngest legion commander in the nation at that time. He will receive full military honors at the graveside. A Mass of Christ ian 

Burial will take place Wednesday at Sacred Heart Church. Burial will follow at Sacred Heart Cemetery. Memorial donations may 

be made to the Sacred Heart of Jesus Church. Hogenkamp Funeral Home in Minster is in charge of the arrangements.  

 

BUCK, Beulah Mae B uck 

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Beulah Mae òBooó Buck of 106 Lakeland Blvd., Celina, OH died Tuesday, December 9, 2008 at her residence.  She was born June 

14, 1929 in Mercer County, OH, the daughter of Homer and Lydia (Good) Brookhart.   She married Billie Bliss Buck on August 12, 

1950; he survives at the residence.  She is survived by 1 brother, Stanley (Trudy) Brookhart of Lima, OH; 4 sisters, Doro thy 

Rice of Lima, OH; Loa Walker of St. Marys, OH; Wanda Ferner of Portland, IN; Janice Hone of Mendon, OH; and numerous 

nieces and nephews.  She was preceded in death by her parents and a brother, Carl Brookhart.  Mrs. Buck was a 1947 graduate 

of Celina Se nior High School. She was a homemaker and a great lover of fun.   She collected paperweights and all types of art 

glass. Graveside funeral services for Mrs. Buck were held at Swamp College Cemetery, Celina, OH.  

 

BUCK, Billie Bliss Buck  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 16 October 2015)    

Billie Bliss Buck, age 87, formerly of 106 Lakeland Blvd., Celina, died Wednesday, Oct. 14, 2015, at White Memorial Hospital in 

Monticello, IN.  He was born on Aug. 28, 1928, in Mercer County, the son of  Oscar and Opal (Fleenor) Buck. He married Beulah 

Brookart on Aug. 12, 1950, and she preceded him in death on Dec. 9, 2008. He is survived by his siblings Sue (Dick) Garwood a nd 

Alice Baucher both of Celina and by two sisters - in- law Eileen Buck of St. Mary s and Laura Buck of Celina. He is also survived by 

numerous nieces and nephews, including Donna (Brian) Bonner of Monticello, IN, who was Billie's caregiver. He is also survive d by 

great -nieces and nephews Katelyn Bonner of Monticello, IN; Kassie (David) G alitsky of Zionsville, IN; Kurtis (Courtney) Bonner 

of Hagerstown, IN, and Kayla Bonner of Monticello, IN. He was preceded in death by his parents, wife and by siblings Ralph 

Buck, Lyle Buck, Ruth Byers and Helen Brandon. Billie was a 1946 graduate of Celi na High School.  He was a veteran of the 

United States Army. He retired after 45 years of service at Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company in St. Marys. He enjoyed 

reading and traveling. Billie will be remembered for his kindness to other people and his great d evotion to his wife, Beulah. 

Graveside funeral rites will be Saturday at Swamp College Cemetery. Miller Funeral Home, 1605 Celina Road, St. Marys, is in 

charge of the arrangements.  

 

BUCK, Carl Buck  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio - 29 April 2014)  

Carl Buck, age 90, of Celina, died Sunday, April 27, 2014, at the Celina Manor in Celina. He was born on March 7, 1924, in Ce lina, 

to the late Carl and Blanche (West) Buck. On April 4, 1953, he married Norma Jean Kuhn, who died on Feb. 7, 2012 . Survivors 

include his daughter, Lynn Kay (Rick) Krogman of Celina, two grandchildren, a great -granddaughter and one sister. He was 



preceded in death by four brothers - in- law, four sisters and three brothers. He served his country in the U.S. Army during 

World War II in Europe until 1946. Carl donated his body to the Ohio State Anatomical Gift Program. A memorial service will be  

Thursday at the Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina. His committal will be in North Grove Cemetery at a later 

date. M asonic Lodge services will be Thursday at the funeral home. Memorial contributions may be made to the St. Paul's United 

Methodist Church in Celina or State of the Heart Home Health and Hospice.  

 

BUCK, Ilene Buck  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 4 November 2015)    

Ilene Buck, age 91, of 836 South Beech Street, Saint Marys, OH, died Wednesday, November 4, 2015, at Elmwood of New 

Bremen. She was born July 14, 1924, in Saint Marys, the daughter of Louis and Mary (Axe) Klosterman. She married Ralph Buck 

on June 29, 1948, at Holy Rosary Parish House, and he preceded her in death on April 8, 2003. She is survived by her children: 

Dianne (Dale) Engel of Saint Marys; Mary (Mike) Zwiebel of Saint Marys; Ron (Cathy) Buck of Saint Marys; Karen (Greg) 

Muhlenkamp of Saint Marys; Connie (Denny) Lauth of Saint Marys; Joan Buck of Marion, IN; 12 grandchildren; 20 great -

grandchildren; and by her sisters - in-law Alice Baucher of Celina; Laura Buck of Coldwater, and Sue Garwood of Celina; and by 

numerous nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents, by her husband, an d by her siblings Arthur 

Klosterman; James Klosterman; William Klosterman; Kathryn Helmstetter; and Lillian Nadalin. Ilene was a 1943 graduate of 

Saint Marys Memorial High School. She was a homemaker, and a lifelong member of Holy Rosary Catholic Church in  Saint Marys, 

and a member of the Altar Sodality of the church. She enjoyed playing cards, but the most important thing to Ilene was her 

family. She loved spending time with her children, grandchildren and great -grandchildren. Mass of Christian Burial will  

be   Monday, November 9, 2015, at Holy Rosary Catholic Church in Saint Marys. Burial will follow at Gethsemane Cemetery, 

Saint Marys. Miller Funeral Home, 1605 Celina Road, Saint Marys is handling the arrangements. Memorial gifts may be given to 

the Frien ds of Holy Rosary Church.   

 

BUCK, Lisle L. Pete Buck  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 20 November 2009)    

Lisle L. Pete Buck, age 77, 237 Fairlawn Drive, Celina, died at St. Rita's Hospital in Lima. He was born May 18, 1932, in Mer cer 

County, a son to Oscar Buck and Opal Fleenor, they preceded him in death. On March 31, 1956, he married Laura Ellen Alt and 

she survives. He is also survived by three daughters, Becky (Larry) Crouch of Celina, Debra (Sam) Lunz of Celina, Barbara Buc k 

and Rodney Miller of Celina; a brother; a sister - in- law; three sisters and five grandchildren. He was preceded in death by a 

brother; and a sister. He was a veteran of U. S. Army having served in the Korean War. Funeral services will be Saturday at t he 

Cisco Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in Swamp College Cemetery.  

 

BUCK Norma Jean Buck  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð February 9, 2012 )   

Norma Jean Buck, age 87, of 1130 Jefferson Ave., Celina, died Tuesday, Feb. 7, 2012, at Mercer County Community Hospital in 

Coldwater. She was born on Sept. 23, 1924, in Mercer County, to John and Ruth (Cordier) Kuhn, and they preceded her in death.  

On Apr il 4, 1953, she married Carl Buck, and he survives her in Celina. She is also survived by a daughter, Lynn Kay (Rick) 

Krogman of Celina; 2 grandchildren; 2 brothers; 2 sisters; and 1 sister - in- law. She was preceded in death by three brothers; a 

sister; and  two brothers - in-law. Funeral services will be Saturday at St. Paulõs United Methodist Church in Celina. Burial will 

follow in North Grove Cemetery in Celina. Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina is handling the arrangements. 

Eastern Star Servi ces will be Friday. Memorial contributions may be made to the St. Paulõs United Methodist Church.  

 

BUCKLOH, Dorothy Pauline Buckloh  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 6 June 2016)    

Dorothy Pauline Buckloh, age 96, of Celina, died Tue sday, May 31, 2016, at the Gardens in Celina. She was born on Jan. 5, 1920, 

in Celina to the late Charles and Olga (Schmidt) Bryan. On Oct. 24, 1948, she married Cloyd Buckloh, who died on Sept. 28, 

1999. She is survived by a daughter and son -in- law Sherry  and Tom Minton of Grove City, by two grandchildren and one great -

grandchild. She was preceded in death by two sisters and brothers - in- law. Funeral services will be Thursday at the Lehman -

Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in Swamp College  Cemetery.  

 

BUCKLOH, Ruth L. Buckloh  

Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð February 5, 2013 ) 

Ruth L. Buckloh, age 100, of 5160 Erastus Durbin Road in Coldwater, passed away Monday, Feb. 4, 2013, at the Gardens at 

Celina. She was born on Aug. 19, 1912, in Mercer County, to the late Thomas George and Edna (Thomas) Fireoved. On Feb. 15, 

1941, she married Harold W. Buckloh, who died on March 26, 1993. Ruth is survived by her 4 children, Don (D. Jane) Buckloh of  

Shelburne Falls, MA, Jane (James R) Mustard of Celina, Ann (Tom) Stafford of Springfield, Betty (Jon) Clouse of Coldwater; 9 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/


grandchildren; 6 great -grandchildren; 1 brother; and 2 sisters - in-law. She was preceded in death by two brothers; a sister - in-

law. Funeral services will be held Fri day at the Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow in Swamp 

College Cemetery in Celina. Memorial contributions may be made to the State of the Heart Home Health and Hospice.  

 

BUEHLER, Herman Buehler  

(Abstracted from several sources, Herman was Elmerõs great grandfather) 

Funeral services for Herman Buehler, custodian of Barker Elementary School for 19 years, will be held Saturday.   Services will 

be at the residence, 1208 Carr Street and at St. Maryõs Church.  Burial will be in  Gethsemane Cemetery, St. Marys, Ohio. Frey 

Funeral Home is handling the arrangements. Mr. Buehler died May 29, 1941 at the residence after an illness of two years. He 

was aged 74 years, one month and 10 days. Survivors include the widow, formerly Emma Jor dan of St. Marys, OH; 2 daughters, 

Mrs. Carl Miller and Mrs. Harold Folk, both of St. Marys; 1 sister, Mrs. Teresa Spearman of Dayton, OH; 1 brother, Carl Buehl er 

of Vincennes, IN; 4 grandchildren and 2 great -grandchildren.   He was a member of St. Maryõs Church and Sandusky Aerie of 

Eagles No. 444.  

 

BUEHLER, Marvin J. Buehler  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 12 August 2016)    

Marvin J. Buehler, age 84, of Wapakoneta, died Thursday, Aug. 11, 2016, at his home surrounded by his loving family. He was 

born on Oct. 29, 1931, in McCartyville, Shelby County, the son of Adolph and Elizabeth (Heitbrink) Buehler, who proceeded him  

in death. On June 26, 1954, he married Kathleen (Schneider) Buehler who survives. They were married at St. Patrick Catholic 

Church in Glynwood. Other survivors include five children: Rick Buehler of St. Marys; Janice (Rhett) Huddle of Dublin; Linda 

(Richard) Lei by of Katy, TX; Peggy (William) Bok of Dayton; Rhonda (Joe) Hakim of Dublin; his 14 grandchildren; 5 great -

grandchildren; 3 siblings Anita Cain, LaVerta (Howard) Kremer, and Don (Rita) Buehler. He was proceeded in death by brothers -

in- law Homer Peltier and  Richard Cain. Marvin was a graduate of Minster High School in 1949. He always said he graduated with 

high marks for poor performance. In 1951, he was drafted into the U.S. Army and inducted in 1952. His last year of military 

service was in Korea, where he  was honorably discharged in February, 1954. He was always intrigued by his $2,000 salary, which 

included combat pay, for those two years that he believes is still part of our National debt today. In 1955, Marvin and his w ife, 

Kathleen settled on a farm no rthwest of St. Marys, where he was a farmer and raised cattle for 20 years. He moved his family 

to San Diego, CA, in 1974, where he enjoyed a one year sabbatical and always joked that he worked as the lifeguard at the 

family pool.  In 1975, the family retu rned to St. Marys to their same home, where he founded Buehler Asphalt Paving, Inc. The 

growth of his company allowed Marvin to build a new headquarters in St. Marys, where they have a modern fleet of equipment, 

trucks and high quality employees. The compa ny is currently owned and operated by his son Rick Buehler. Marvin had been a 

member of the St. Marys Rotary Club for over 50 years and was the longest standing member. He served as the president 

1973-1974. He had a lifetime membership at AMVETS and the VF W. He was also a member of the Eagles, Elks and American 

Legion. Marvin was happiest spending time with his wife and family. He and Kathleen have enjoyed countless gatherings 

entertaining their friends, children and grandchildren in their home in Wapakonet a. Some of his favorite memories and pastimes 

in life were travelling with his wife to six continents and many countries. He loved meeting and visiting with people of othe r 

cultures. Marvin never met a stranger and had a love for life and people. Marvin ov ercame many challenges in his life, but this 

one he has lost. Mass of Christian Burial will be Monday at St. Patrick Catholic Church, Glynwood. Burial is to follow in the  

Gethsemane Cemetery, St. Marys, where military rites will be conducted by the Wapakon eta VFW Post 8445. Bayliff & Eley 

Funeral Home, 1102 Lincoln Ave., (Ohio 501) Wapakoneta is handling the arrangements. In lieu of flowers, memorial 

contributions may be directed to the Community Health Professionals, Home Health Care and Hospice, the Wapak oneta VFW 

Post 8445, or the charity of the donor's choice .  

 

BUENING, Mary  Catherine Buening  

(Abstracted fro m the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð April 6, 2012 )   

Mary  Catherine (Kay) Buening, age 68, of Coldwater, died on Thursday, April 5, 2012, at Briarwood Village, Coldwater. She was 

born on Jan. 15, 1944, in St. Henry, to Aloys Wendel and William and Viola (Everman) Wuebker. On Nov. 23, 1968, she married 

Gerald J. Buening, and he died on July 20, 2007. Kay is survived by 5 children, Jackie (Mike) Sudhoff of South Charleston, 

Penny (Wes) Bogner of Dayton, Marie (Tom) Few of Winchester, TN, Ron (Abi) Bue ning of North Dakota and Richard (Lori) 

Buening of Celina; 9 grandchildren; 1 great -grandchild; 4 sisters; 3 brothers. She was preceded in death by a brother; a 

brother - in- law; and one sister - in-law. A Mass of Christian burial will be Tuesday at Holy Trini ty Catholic Church, Coldwater. 

Burial will be in St. Elizabeth Cemetery, Coldwater. Hogenkamp Funeral Home -Coldwater is handling the arrangements.  

 

BULCHER, Rose Mary Bulcher  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð January 12, 2013 ) 

Rose Mary Bulcher, age 90, of Russia, died Thursday, Jan. 10, 2013, at Versailles Health Care Center.   She was born on June 28, 

1922, to the late Clemens and Agnes (Drees) Broerman.   She married Rhomane Bulcher on June 28, 1949 in St. Nicholas Catholic 
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Church, Osgood.  He preceded her in death on Jan. 12, 2006. She is survived by her children Dorothy (William) Minnich, of 

Ashland, OH, Patrick (Velma) Bulcher, of Bertha, MN, Treva (Roger) Schulze, of Huntsville, Joseph (Sol) Bulcher, of Versaille s, 

Jeannette (Mark) Barga, of North Star, Walter (Louise) Bulcher, of Houston, OH, Cletus (Bernice) Bulcher, of Fort Loramie, 

Alfred (Beth) Bulcher, of Athens, WI, 52 grandchildren and 1 step -grandchild, 52 great -grandchildren and 1 step -great -

grandchild, and her in - laws. She was preceded in death by daughter Agnes, and four brothers and sisters. A Mass of Christian 

burial will be Monday at St. Remy Catholic Church.   Burial will be in St. Valbert Cemetery, Versailles. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, 

Russia is handling the arrangements .  

 

BUMGARDNER, Adele D'Allessandro Bumgardner  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 10 October 2016)    

Adele D. Bumgardner , age 90, of St. Marys, OH died  6Wednesday October 5, 2016 at St. Marys Living Center. She was born 

June 24, 1926 in Camden, NJ to Joseph and Philomene (DõAllessandro) DõAllessandro. She married Fred Carl Bumgardner in 

Camden, NJ in 1946 and he died May 6, 2002. Survivors include 1 son Fred C. (Kathleen) Bumgardner of St. Marys, OH; 2 

grandsons: Gregory Bumgardner of Gloucester City, NJ; Shawn B umgardner of Waukesha, WI; 2 great -grandchildren: Tali 

Bumgardner, Ciara Bumgardner and 1 brother Anthony (Cass) DõAllessandro of Haddon Heights, NJ. Preceded in death by: 

parents Joseph and Maria DõAllessandro; husband Fred Carl Bumgardner and a sister Mary Gullo. She was a homemaker and 

retired from Bell Telephone Co. in New Jersey, where she worked as an operator. She was a member of Holy Rosary Catholic 

Church in St. Marys, OH, Pioneers of New Jersey Bell, and Young at Hearts Audubon Society. Her hobbie s included making 

projects with ceramics. Mass of Christian Burial is scheduled to be  Saturday October 15, 2016  at Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

511 E. Spring Street in St. Marys. Burial will follow at Gethsemane Cemetery in St. Marys.  

 

BURCH, Jimmy F. Burch  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 15 January 2016)    

Jimmy F. Burch , age 70, of Wapakoneta, OH died  Friday January 15, 2016 at VA Medical Center in Dayton, OH. He was born 

February 21, 1945 in Celina, OH to Carl and Freda (Place) Burch. He is survived by 2 sons, Michael Burch of Gwinn, MI; James 

(Sara) Burch  of Celina, OH; 2 daughters, Cindy (Jason) Pau ff of Westerville, OH; Amy (Jonathan) Chaney of Troy, OH; 8 

grandchildren; 3 sisters Wanda Huey and Carol (Scott) Miller  both of Wapakoneta, OH and Donna (Hank) Hembree  of Celina, 

OH. He was preceded in death by his parents, Carl and Freda Myrtle Burch. He  was a veteran of the United States Army, having 

served during the Viet Nam War. Mr. Burch retired from Plasti -Pak Corp. in Jackson Center, OH, where he worked as a line 

supervisor. He had also worked as a welder for the Fruehauf Corp. in Delphos, OH. His favorite activities included fishing, 

hunting and being outdoors. Rites are scheduled to be Tuesday January 19, 2016 at Miller Funeral Home 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 

703 West Chapel) in St. Marys. Military funeral honors will be conducted at the funeral home.  Memorial contributions may be 

directed to his family.  

 

BURCH, Ruth Ann Burch  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð October 8, 2012 )  

Ruth Ann Burch, age 56, of Meranda Road, Anna, died on Sunday, Oct. 7, 2012, while on a pilgrimage trip to Mejugorje, 

Croatia.  She was born on Nov. 3, 1955, in Sidney, to Cletus and Mary Ruth (Homan) Hoying, and they survive in McCartyville. On 

Oct. 5, 1984, at Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Church in McCartyville, she married Gale Burch, and he survives in McCartyville. 

She is also survived by her children, Andrew and Rebecca, both at home; three siblings; her father - in- law; four brothers - in- law 

and sisters - in-law. She was preceded in death by her mother - in- law. A Mass of Christian burial will be Wednesday a t Sacred 

Heart of Jesus Catholic Church in McCartyville. Burial will be Sacred Heart Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to 

the Shelby County Right to Life.  Hogenkamp Funeral Home Minster is in charge of the arrangements.  

 

BURCHETT, Waldo W. Burch ett  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 22 June 2010)   

Waldo W. Burchett, age 82, of Minster, died Monday, June 21, 2010, in Heritage Manor Nursing Home. He was born July 17, 

1927, a son to William and AnnaBelle (Longbrake) Burchett. On  Nov. 13, 1954, he married Norma Ann Naber; she preceded him 

in death March 25, 2007. He is survived by five daughters and sons -in- law, Ann (Kerry) Sparks of Columbus, Pat (Jack) 

Roetgerman of Minster, Janice (Jerry) Aselage of Fort Loramie, Mary Jo (Jeff)  Monnin of Minster, Beth (John) Winner of 

Minster; 15 grandchildren; six greatgrandchildren; three step -grandchildren; five step -great -grandchildren; a cousin and two 

sisters - in- law. He was preceded in death by three brothers - in- law and a sister - in- law. He was a member of the U. S. Navy 

during World War II. A Mass of Christian Burial will be Saturday at St. Augustine Catholic Church. Hogenkamp Funeral Home, 

Minster is handling the arrangements. Burial will be at St. Augustine Cemetery. Full military honors  will be held at the cemetery 

by the Minster Firing Squad. Memorials may be made to the Heritage Manor Activity Fund or the Minster Boy Scouts.  
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BURCKHOLTER, Walter Roy Burckholter  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð December 13, 2012 ) 

Walter Roy Burckholter, age 80, of Celina, passed away Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2012, at the Mercer County Community Hospital in 

Coldwater. Walter was born on Nov. 2, 1932 in Zanesville to the late Roy and Clara (Coyle) Burckholter. On Aug. 21, 1954, he 

married  Mary Lois Samsel. Also surviving are his children, Michael (Diana) Burckholter of Celina, Brian (Joyce) Burckholter of 

Antwerp, Jon Burckholter of Columbus, GA, Brad (Teresa) Burckholter of Celina, Caprice Burckholter of Lima, Chris (Marie) 

Burckholter of  Celina; 9 grandchildren; 1 great -granddaughter; 3 brothers - in-law; and 1 sister - in- law. Funeral services will be 

Saturday at the Lehman -Hogenkamp-Dzendzel Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will follow at Mercer Memory Gardens. Memorial 

contributions may be m ade to the Childrenõs Miracle Network. 

 

BURD, Catherine Burd  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Catherine òBunkyó Burd, 83, of 1416 White Oak Drive in St. Marys, OH died Thursday September 27, 2012 at Golden Living 

Center ð Valley in St. Marys. She was born June 15, 1929 in Petersburg, VA to Burton Luther and Gracie Marie (Michaels) Boyd. 

On July 7, 1945 in Petersburg, VA  she married Paul W. Burd, who died June 10, 1992. She is survived by 4 daughters, Darlene 

(Jerry Klopfer) Young of Oviedo, FL; Deb (Emerson) Arnett of Greenville, OH; Patricia (Eugene) Wedding of St. Marys, OH; 

Barbara (Walter) Mabry of Montezuma, OH; 2 s ons, Russell (Terrie) Burd of Xenia, OH; Mark Burd of Dayton, OH; 15 

grandchildren; 24 great -grandchildren; 1 sister, Elsie (Bob) Jones of Colonial Heights, VA; and 1 brother, Alex Boyd  of Colonial 

Heights, VA. She was preceded in death by her parents, Bur ton and Gracie Boyd; brother, James Luther Boyd; sister, Margaret 

Miles; brother, Ernest Boyd; brother, Woodrow Boyd;, sister, Ruby Smith; brother, Bernard Boyd; brother Hubert Boyd; half -

brother, Frank Boyd; half -sister, Pearl Boyd; half -brother, Harvey B oyd; and half -sister, Ada Boyd. Mrs. Burd was a homemaker. 

An accomplished seamstress, she made numerous wedding gowns, dresses and suits. Her favorite pastime was playing Scrabble. 

She also liked to travel, and greatly enjoyed her journeys with fellow sen ior citizens to such destinations as Branson, MO, 

Alaska, and the Holy Land. She was a member of the First Baptist Church in St. Marys. Funeral Rites are scheduled Tuesday 

October 2, 2012 at Miller Funeral Home 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 West Chapel in St.  Marys). Burial will follow at Resthaven 

Memory Gardens, near Moulton, OH. Memorial contributions may be directed to the church.  

 

BURD, Gwendolyn V. Burd  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Gwendolyn V. Burd, age 90, of 1013 Cleveland Ave. in St. Marys, OH died Easter Sunday April 20, 2014 at her residence.  She 

was born January 10, 1924 in St. Marys, OH to Russell H. and Mabel M. (Parke) Young, Sr.  On April 10, 1948 in Decatur, IN she 

married Harry L. Burd, Sr., who died December 1, 2005.  She is survived by 2 daughters, Gwen Sharp  and Lynne Taylor  both of 

St. Marys, OH; 1 son, Scott (Jessica Williams) Burd of St. Marys, OH; 1 step -daughter, Judy Burd of Atlan ta, GA and 1 step -

son, Harry Burd, Jr. of St. Marys, OH ; 19 grandchildren; 6 great -grandchildren; 3 great -great -grandchildren ; 2 sisters, Lahoma 

Frederick of Eastover, SC and Laura Lee Bricker of Greenville, OH. She was preceded in death by her parents, Ru ssell and 

Mabel Young, Sr.; husband Harry Burd, Sr.; daughter, Jan Grooms; step -son, Clayton Eugene Burd; sister, Delores Knapp; 

brother, James Young; brother, Paul Young; sister, Marcedis Miller; brother, Ronald Young; sister, Koneta Young.  She was a 1941 

graduate of St. Marys Memorial High School.  She was a homemaker. In her younger years, she worked at Goodyear Tire & 

Rubber Co. and Crane & McMahon Co. Spoke Works, both in St. Marys.  Her favorite pastimes included making crafts, solving 

crossword puzzles , tending to her plants and flowers and spending time with her loving and supportive family.  Rites are 

scheduled for Thursday April 24, 2014 at Miller Funeral Home 1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 West Chapel) in St. Marys.  

 

BURD, Linda J. Burd  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Linda J. Burd, 63, of 1730 Celina Road, Lot 24, died Tuesday, October 1, 2013, at Saint Rita's Medical Center, Lima. She was 

born Januar y 23, 1950, in Celina, the daughter of Robert Shoe and Jane Chilcoat Kiefer. She married Harry òButchó Burd, 

Jr.,  on November 21, 1970 and he survives at the residence. She is also survived by her daughter, Karen (Tim) Bowling of Saint 

Marys; by two grand sons: Matthew Bowling of Saint Marys; Ryan (and friend Shanen Craft) Bowling of Saint Marys.   She is also 

survived by her siblings: Sandy Kiefer of Saint Marys; Nancy (Mike) Brotherwood of Saint Marys; Connie (Dick) Meinerding of 

Saint Marys; William Kiefe r, Jr., of Celina; James Barker of Kentucky; Robert Shoe of Kentucky; John Shoe of Lima; Deborah 

Shoe of Sidney.   She was preceded in death by her parents and by two siblings: Robert Kiefer and Betty Kiefer Gilbert; by her 

grandfather, Otis Chilcoat.   Linda served as a nurseõs aide for many years at various local nursing homes. She enjoyed going to 

bingo, dancing, playing cards and listening to country music. She  was very fond of her puppy, òTinyó and dearly loved her 



grandchildren.  Funeral rites will be Fr iday, October 4, 2013, at the Miller -Long and Folk Funeral Home, 314 West High Street, 

Saint Marys. Private family burial rites will be held.  

 

BURD, William E. Burd  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð January 29, 2013 ) 

William E. Burd, a ge 82, of Celina, died Sunday, Jan. 27, 2013, at Mercer Health in Coldwater, of natural causes. He was born on 

Aug. 8, 1930, in New Bremen, to Arthur and Agnes Ridenour Burd, who preceded him in death. On June 19, 1948, he married Eva 

Lou Schmidt, who surv ives in Celina. Also surviving is 1 son, Randy (Tina) Burd of Celina; 3 daughters, Laura (Steve) Billger of 

Celina, Linda (George) Stott of Knoxville, TN and Kathy (Nick) Perez of Celina; 1 brother, Richard (Sandra) Burd of Celina; 2  

sisters, Luella (Harol d) Muter of Celina and Evelyn òTotsó Horn of Poland; 12 grandchildren; and 13 great-grandchildren. He was 

preceded in death by two brothers, Harry Burd and Art Burd. He retired as a supervisor from Goodyear after working there 

for 40 years. A memorial serv ice will be Wednesday at Cisco Funeral Home in Celina. Burial will take place at Mercer Memory 

Gardens at a later date. Memorial contributions may be made to State of the Heart Hospice.  

 

BURDEN, Bill Burden Sr.  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/)  

Bill Burden Sr. 76, of 591 Locust Street, Saint Marys, died Sunday, December 20, 2009, at his residence following an extended  

illness. He was born November 12, 1933 , in Wapakoneta, the son of Vernon and Agnes (Winemiller) Burden. He married Edythe 

Triplett on March 9, 1957; she survives at the residence.  He is also survived by his 2 children: Bill Burden, Jr., of Columb us, 

OH; Angela Burden of Saint Marys; sister - in- law, Ruth Burden of Wapakoneta; and by numerous nieces and nephews. He was 

preceded in death by his parents; siblings; Dorothy Burden, Dean Burden, Donald Burden and Wayne Burden. He was a veteran 

of the United States Army, having served during the Korean  War. Bill was retired from Huffy Manufacturing in Celina.  He 

loved watching football. Graveside burial rites, with military honors, will be Wednesday, December 23, 2009, at Resthaven 

Memory Gardens. Memorial donations may be directed to the American Lung  Association in care of Miller Funeral Home, 1605 

Celina Road, Saint Marys.  

 

BURDEN, Gayla L. Bambauer Burden  

(Abstracted from the Miller Funeral Home and Cremation Services, St. Marys and New Knoxville, Ohio - 

http://www.millerfuneralhomes.net/  ð 8 December 2017)    

Gayla L. Burden, 81, of 928 Hager Street, Saint  Marys, died Friday, December 8, 2017, at Saint Ritaõs Medical Center, Lima.  

She was born November 2, 1936, in Botkins, Ohio, the daughter of Forest and Beatrice (Holtkamp) Bambauer. She married Tom 

S. Burden on February 1, 1957, at the Wapakoneta Church of the Nazarene; he preceded her in death on January 8, 2017.  She 

is survived by her nine children: Marscia (Jeffrey) Fleagle of Saint Marys; Coleen (John) Levalley of Saint Marys; Christine 

(Mike) Tully of Kettlersville, OH; Tom (Sally) Burden of Celina;  Michele (Mike) Shaffer of Findlay, OH; Mary Ann (Jeffrey) 

Thornsberry of Saint Marys; Catherine (Anthony) Dodson of Saint Marys; Crystal (Robert) Blank III, of Pandora, OH; Timothy 

Burden of Saint Marys; 28 g randchildren and 24 great -grandchildren; and a sister, Miriam (Clarence) Pfaadt of Anna, Ohio. She 

was preceded in death by her parents, husband, and by a  granddaughter, Moriah Dodson. Gayla was a graduate of Anna High 

School. She attended Olivet Nazarene University, where she was a competitive shot -putter on her college team. She was a 

talented musician who played piano, organ and accordion. She used her many musical talents to lead the youth choir at the Fir st 

Church of the Nazarene in Saint Marys, and later as the children'sõ music ministry leader at Only Believe Ministries in Botkins. 

She had taught at Headstart, and also assisted in the operation of Tom Burden Construction Company for many years. She will 

be remembered as a very loving mother and grandmother. Funeral rites will be Tuesday, December 12, 2017, at the Miller -Long 

and Folk Funeral Home, 314 West High Street, Saint Marys. Burial will follow at Resthaven Memory Gardens. Memorial gifts 

may be given to a trust fund for her son, Timothy Burden.  

 

BURDEN, Janice Marie Burden  

(Abstracted from the Evening Leader, St. Marys, Ohio ð 29 November 2011)  

Janice Marie Burden, age 85, of rural Spencerville, died Monday, Nov. 28, 2011 , at St. Rita's Medical Center. She was born on 

May 21, 1926, in Delphos, to Harry Fredrick and Esther Mame Rohr Werner, and they preceded her in death. On June 10, 1945, 

she married Billy Douglas Burden, and he survives her. She is also survived by two da ughters, Virginia Miriam (Douglas) 

Pentenburg of Jefferson, GA, and Miriam Faith (Dale) German of Spencerville; 6 grandchildren; 1 great -grandson and 1 sister -

in- law. She was preceded in death by a son, Gary Douglas Burden and a brother. Funeral services w ill be Thursday at the 

Hartford Christian Church, north of Spencerville. Burial will be in the Hartford Cemetery. Thomas E. Bayliff Funeral Home in 

Spencerville is handling the arrangements. Memorial contributions may be made to the Hartford Christian Chur ch. 

 

BURDEN, Leo Henry Burden  
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